


SUB D I V I S ION P LAN NED FOR
LIT T L E COT TON WOO DCA N YON

Alta Vista~ Inc., a local land development corporation'
~ has asked the Salt-Lake

County Planning Commission to approve its plan to build over 300 home-
sites, pessibly three commercial areas, and one 5.12-acre multi-unit
housing area in Little Cottonwood Canyon. The subdivision would be
built on both sides of Little Cottonwood Creek, which supplies about
16 percent of Salt Lake City's drinking water.

The Alta Vista proposal calls for an initial development of
some 60 homesitesat the mouth of the canyon. This would be followed
by successive stages of development that would stretch the sub-
division up the steep canyon along the stream for over three miles,
nearly to Tanner's Flat camp Ground. The land developers have
asked the county to approve their request as soon as possible,
saying they would like to begin construction immediately. They
have a legal opinion that the development does not conflict wlth
existing zoning ordinances.

The County Planning Commission has solicited opinions from
the Forest Service, state and county boards of health, water boards,
state and county park and recreation departments, and other inter-
ested groups, including the Wasatch Mountain Club.

Action on the request has been held up by the County Plan-
ning Commission until more information ahd opinions have been
gathered. Time is running out, however. and any steps taken to
block this extensive development must be taken immediately. The
Wasatch Mountain Club Board of Directors and Conservation Com-
mittee urges you to write or phone the County Planning Commission
and all other organizations and departments listed at the end of
this article, informing them that you are against the Alta Vista
subdivision in Little Cottonwood Canyon. Recommend that the Forest
Service, county, or state purchase the land to be protected as a
national forest, or as a county or state park, preventing com-
mercial exploitation of beautiful Little Cottonwood Canyon.

COVER PHOTO by Carl Bauer shows a portion of Little Cotton-
wood Canyon that would be developed as a subdivision.
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;-2rtof Area Proposed for Sulxiivision Fhoto by Laird Crocker

M A J 0 ROB J E C T ION S

The follm-JinG statements provide the major objections to the
Alta Vistc. land development proposal:

• STREAH POLLUTION_._._--_._--
The housing development could endanger health because of excessive

stream pollution. Mr. Wilbur Parkinson, Chief Sanitarian of Salt Lake
City Board of Health, has stated that even though sewage disposal could
probably be made adequate. surface runoff through a heavily populated
area picking up normal human debris, scattered garbage, and pet excre-
ment would reach a dangerous level of contamination. More than 1,000
people could live in the area. He has further stated that the water
treatment plant is at th~ saturation point now, and that we can not
allow possible loss of any water because of contamination.
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doubt, hovever , that they would welcome a housing development on two
sides of their property near the storage vaults. Their security and
co li cang problems woul.d be drastically increased. Forest Service, state,
or county park protection llould help prevent degradation of a historical
environment •

• B E AUT ....:Y=----=O:......::..F_~C A N Y:......::.O-:.:.N_....:D:..-=:E~S_...-:.T-.::;:.R....:O::-.-.::Y=-.::E~D

A crowning b.Iow wou Ld be to the people who bought land in the can-
yon for the beauty they sa", before homes and businesses were built.
After the construction of hundreds of homes, possible shopping centers,
and multi-unit buildings, the beauty ~ight no longer exist -- just
another housing development.

A V A LAN C H E DANGE;t•
l':uchof the proposed development would be directly s i tuat.ed at

the b2se of side canyons posing a very real danger from .J.valanches.
Houses could be destroyed. Families could be isolated for days by

blocked roads. In the 1950's, a
major avalanche hundreds of yar:ls
Hide (see photo) roared down ::;O:L~-
pit Gulch, crossing nearly in the
middle of the proposed develop-
ment, and extending 300 feet across
the other side of the canyon road.
Removal of trees and brush -,;Q:.:.ld
add to avalanche hazard. The
first avalanche wou Id br-i.nc a cry
from the people oJ:· 'the subd i,vision
for ava Lanche def'Lcc tors -- more
money 0-.1t of the taxpayer IS

pocket.
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Coalpit Gulch Avalanche, Lower
Little Cottonwood Canyon. Forest
service ph:)to. Scale is ;iven by
the tractor in the foreground,
wo.rka.ngdirectly over the hL;h-
':laY·



o PIN ION
Pub.Li,c opinion 1,'lill influence the decisions to be made by all

officials concerned. Discuss the matter l-lith your neighbors, at school.
and at work, Show them this article. This is your chance to take an
active part in modern conservation. The Planning Commission has sched-
uled a public meeting on Friday, November 18. 1966. at 9:00 am, at
2033 South State St •• second floor. All interested persons are invited
to attend. Those' who 1"ish a place on the agenda of the meeting must
contact Hr. Douglas Campbell, Planning Director, as soon as possible.
'de urge you to attend ,and present your vimvs.

~'!rite and phone the following commi.s s.Ions and departments. Let
them know that you clon't ·want a subdivision in Little Cot tonwood Canyon.
countLflanninE._Co.!!lEliss~~, Leland S. Svlaner, Chairman; 2033 S. State

st •• SLC (328-7401;
County Pl~~if.JJ; Director, Douglas Campbell, 2033 S. State st., SLC

(328-7461)
C~Ejy Co~~issione~t City & County Bldg., SLC (328-7307)
County Recreation Del?!., Paul Rose, Chairman; 5177 S. state st., SLC

(266-ljlj.85 ) Ask them to buy or agree to buy the land Hi thin a
year under the Green Belt Progr~~ - 40% matching funds.

C0':!!l.ty_.Bo~!.ci-2£B5:alth, 117 E. 21st S., SLC (466-8704)
City- Health_.D~J2artm.eD.!,610 S. 2nd E., SLC (]28-7736)
.City Uaj:.er ~uPpJ.x SUDerintelld~n~, City & County Bldg., SLC (328-7885)
Utah Pal:.k_f:Recreation COnp1.iss~()g,F. C. Kozial, Superintendent;

132 S. ~d;I., SLC(j28-588l)
\':asatch National Forest, Georce Tourtillott, Supervisor; 125 s. State

st .• SLC (524-5030)
Senators and ReDresentatives Urge appropriations for Forest Service

to buy the land. Talk to them personally if possibly,

Club Headquarters: 425S. 8th H., Salt Lake City, Utah 84104
Telephone: 363-7150 Lodge at Brighton, Utah

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB BOARD OF DIRECro~
CHARLIE KELLER, President ••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 487-7137
TOM STEVENSON, Vice President •••••••••••••.••••••••• 364-5268
BARBARA EVANS, Secretary •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 484-7333
~~ TYLER, Treasurer •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 277-3865
DAVE COOK, Boating •••••.••.••••••• ,•••••••••.••••••• 355-4086
BILL VIAVANT, Conservation and Trai1s ••••••••••••••• 364-9684
PHYLLIS ANDERSON, Entertainment and Publicity ••••••• 322-2310
PETE HOVINGH, Hiking ••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.••••• 322-1565
ROGER JACKSON, Lodge ••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 322-0751
DALE GREEN, Membership •••••••.•••••••••••••.••••.••• 277-6417
DAVE-ALLEN, Mountaineering ••••••••••.••.•.••••.••••• 278-0230
JACK McLELLAN, Publications •••.••••••••.•••••••••.•• 277-7214
MILT HOLLANDER, Ski Tburing •••••••••••.••••••••••••• 466-7567
GEORGE SMITH, Transportation ••••••••••.• '•••.•••••••• 484-9873
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PURPOSE OF THE WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB
The Wasatch Mountain Club. Inc •• is a non-profit organiza-

tion. Its purpose is to promote the physical and spiritual
well being of its members and others by outdoor activities; to
unite the energy. interests and knowledge of students, explorers
and lovers of the mountains of utah; to collect and disseminate
information regarding the.Rocky Mountains in behalf of science,
literature and artj to explore and picture the scenic wonders
of this and surrounding states; to advertize the natural re-
sources and scenic beauties of the State of Utah; to encourage
protection of wild animals and birds; and to encourage preser-
vation of forests, flowers and natural scenery.

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB, INC.
Application tor Membership

To Board ot Directors:
I hereby apply tor membership in the Wasatch Mountain Club.

I enclose $2.00 entrance fee and $).00 dues (spouse. $1.50).
'!be club event I have attended is--:- _
on (approx, date). I agree to abide by all
rules and regulations of the club.

Recommended bya
Member:

Name: _
Address: _
City:
State: _
Zip Code:

Directorl
Phone: _
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