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a ski trek in 19'24
THEN ••••

AND (almost) NOW

(8{u6
RATINGS OF 3KI TOURS (X, Y) describe
the difficulty of the climb (X)
and the skiing proficiency required
to get down (Y), Both are rated
from 1 to 6, in order of increasing difficulty. A detailed description of some popular tours is
in the November 1972 RAMBLER.
Contact the leader if you are in
doubt about your ability to do the
tour.
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Avalanche information is available
from Milt Hollander - 277-1/41.6 and from the Wasatch National
Forest 'Winter sports information
recording - 487-2093. The snow
rangers at Alta get so many calls
that you should use them only as
a last resort, and please don't
call them late in the evening.
Avalanche probes and cords are required on advanced ski tours.
Probes are available for rent at
Timberline Sports and for sale by
the Ski Touring Director.

REGISTRATION WITH TRIP LEADERS is
important for ski tours since
weather and snow conditions can
cause cancellation or change in
destination. It also aids in
organizing car shuttles early
enough to avoid delays. Register
with the leader by some reasonable
hour on the day before the tour.
FEBRUARY-MARCH

LABYRINTH CANYON KAYAK AND CANOE TRIP
If we get a warm weekend (i.e. in the 60's here, ?O's
there) during February or March, we are going to float
through Labyrinth Canyon from Ruby Ranch to Mineral
Canyon. The rafters may want to get together and accompany the kayaks and canoes on this early season float.
It is all flat water, but the scenery helps to make up
for the lack of excitement and there are some good side
canyons to hike. If you are interested in going, register
now with the leader, Jim Byrne, .582-5631. We will watch
the weather forecast for a good weekend.

FEBRUARY 2
Saturday

Timberline Nordic Skiing Clinic. Meet at Timberline
Sports at 9100 a.m. for a day of x-country skiing instruetT
ion.

FEBRUARY 2
Saturday

DOG LAKE SNOWSHOE TOUR, Beginner (2 ,2) • A couple of easy
miles up Mill D North Fork gets you to the ridge overlooking
Millcreek canyon and Dog Lake. This is a popular area for
nordic skiers, too, Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
at 9130 a.m, Leaders Karen Weatherbee, .582-6799,
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FEBRUARY 2
Saturday

POWDER MOUNTAIN MOONLIGHT TOOR, Intermediate. We're
trying something different for this month's moonlight tour.
Powder Mountain in Ogden Canyon has som~ superb touring
terrain that John Herbert would like to share, We will
meet at his house in Ogden about 5100 p.m, (better bring
a lunch) so we can pool ca.rs and be at the upper parking
lot at Powder Mountain by 6100 p.m. He lives at 1323
31st Street, Turn off Route 89 at Harrison Blvd, and then
right at 31st St, For more information, call him at
393-7737, or, to save the toll, call Dave Hanscom, 487-6o65,

FEBRUARY 2-3
Sat.-Sun.

FAMil.Y LODGE OPEN HOUSE, ca.11 the Rosqvists for a family
weekend of fun in the snow. Planned potluck Saturday
night. Phone 295-0458,

FEBRUARY 3
Sunday

WMC/rimberline Beginner Tour, Call Timberline for details
before 6100 p,m, Saturday (466-2101),

FEBRUARY 3
Sunday

ADVANCED SKI TOUR, Conditions will determine the destination
of this tour, Call the leader for details. Avalanche probes
and cords will be required, Probes are available for rent
at Timberline and for sale by the Ski Touring Director.
Leaders Dave Smith, 272-2354.

FEBRUARY 9
Saturday

Timberline Nordic Skiing Clinic. Meet at Timberline at
9100 a.m. for a day of x-country skiing instructions,

FEBRUARY 9
Saturday

SMITH-MOREHOUSE CANYON NORDIC TOUR, Intermediate, The
first Uinta outing of the year will be in an area that
the club has not visited previously. We will ski up
Smith-Morehouse and down to the Mirror Lake road, It's
a fairly long trek, so you'll need to be in good shape.
A relatively early start is anticipated, For details
call 487-6065, Leaders Don Carlton,

FEBRUARY 9
Saturday

ALBION HUT SKI TOUR, Beginner (2,2), From the top of the
Albion lift (or the bottom if you're feeling ambitious),
we will climb to the head of the Albion Basin and try to
find the hut buried among the firs, This outing is suitable
for any type of equipment. Meet at the mouth of Little
Cottonwood at 9:00 a,m, Leaders Paul Horton, 328-9486,

FEBRUARY 10
Sunday

WMC/rimberline Beginner Tour, Call Timberline for details
before 6:00 p,m. Saturday (466-2101).

FEBRUARY 10
Sunday

BUTLER FORK SNOWSHOE TOUR, Intermediate (3,3), This tour
can go as far as the group desires, but certainly to the
saddle between Mount Raymond and Gobbler's Knob, Hardy
souls can continue along the ridge in either direction.
This is excellent skiing terrain, but the lower part is
quite narrow and wooded. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood at 8100 a.m. Leaders Bob Weatherbee, 262-3800,
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FEBRUARY 10
Sunday

WINTER SOCIAL. Join the Keirs for another warm evening a:rter
a cold day on {or off) the hill. Dinner at 6100 p.m. Ad.dress
is 1357 Emigration st. (1730 Fast), 467-0265.

FEBRUARY 13
Wednesday

ELEcrION MEEI'ING, The election meeting will be held in the
Zion Lutheran Church, 1070 Foothill Drive, at 7130 p,m. Come
help us choose the officers from all those thundering hordes
pa.nting and battling for each and every office, After the
battle clouds clear, Del Wiens (who has in fa.ct returned from
Africa.) will present another especially nice slide show. This
will be the second half that he promised us the last time,
Those of you who were there will remember how exceptionally
realistic his slides were, Refreshments will be through the
courtesy of whomever I can catch at the other end of the p-1one
this a,w.. before I go skiing, See page 10 for nominations.

FEBRUARY 16
Saturday

Timberline Nordic Skiing Clinic. Meet at Timberline at
9100 a,m, for a day of x-country skiing instruction.

FEBRUARY 16
Saturday

BENCH CREEK NORDIC TOUR, Intermediate, Jack Spear has
a small ca.bin in Woodland which will be the starting and
ending point of this week's Uinta expedition. A fairly
long tour over gentle terrain is anticipa.ted, with a pa.use
at the ca.bin for hot chocolate before returning to Salt
Lake, Meet at K-Mart on Parleys Way for car pooling at
8100 a.m. Leaders Jack Spear, 359-6178,

FEBRUARY 16
Saturday

:iOLTI'UDE-BRIGlfi'ON-SOLITUDE SNOWSHOE TOUR, Beginner (1,1),
This leisurely hike follows the creek through Redman
CamMround and up to Silver Lake, The Brighton store
isn't open this year, so be sure to bring lunch and a
drink, You may take your children on this tour if they've
had some experience on their snowshoes, but please let
the leader know in advance, Meet at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood at 10100 a,m. Leader1 Liz Choules, 363-9966,

FEBRUARY 16-17

LOD;E OPEN, Call Judy Ching, 262-3800 or Mel Davis,
278-3174, if you're interested in doing something at the
Lodge.

FEBRUARY 17
Sunday

WMC/rimberline beginner tour, Call Timberline for details
before 6100 p,m, Saturday (466-2101),

FEBRUARY 17
Sunday

ADVANCED SKI TOUR, Conditions will determine the destination
of this tour, Call the leader for details. Avalanche probes
and cords will be required, Probes are available for rent at
Timberline and for sale by the Ski Touring Director,
Leaders Dave Hanscom, 487-6065,

FEBRUARY 23
Saturday

Timberline Nordic Skiing Clinic, Meet at Timberline at
9100 a,m. for a day of x-country skiing instruction,
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FEBRUARY 2'.3
Saturday

WOLVERINE CIRQUE SKI TOUR, Beginner ( 1,2). From the top of
the Millicent Lift at Brighton, this tour is a gently rising
traverse into the cirque below Mount Wolverine. The descent
is in a wide open bowl that is ideal for not so confident
powder hounds. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood at
81'.30 a.m. Leader: John Riley, 485-2567.

FEBRUARY 2;-24
Sat.-Sun.

FOURTH At~JAT, WIN't'ER '3PECI'ACUIAR ! : For a 1 1 those whc
lm.ve little regard for the extremities (fingars ~nn toes),
come join us on a winter overnight. We will try our hand
at snow trenches, snow caves, ~nd maybe an igloo, Please
provide your own rescue service and antifreez.", wccthy
applicants may call Don ColJT\l'l.n (486-7796) or E~ll Rosqvist
(295-0458) for details. More enlightenment on pgs, 9-10.

FEBRUARY 24
Sunday

WMC/rimberline Beginner Tour. Call Timberline for details
before 6100 p.m. Saturday (466-2101).

FEBRUARY 24
Sunday

MILL F TO JUPITER HILL SNOWSHOE TOUR, Intermediate ('.3 ,2).
From Solitude, this tour will follow Mill F to the ridge
overlooking Thaynes Canyon, and then up Jupiter Hill near
the top of the Park City ski area. This is a good tour
for Nordic skis, too. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
at 8:30 a.m. Leader: Kermit Earle (with two good knees
again!)

FEBRUARY 24
Sunday

WINTER SOCIAL, Ginny Louden will be hostest'l tonight,
Come and get to know Ginny better as she is a fairly new
member. 1~88 Harvard, 532-1766. Dinner at 6100 p.m.

MARCH 2

Timberline Nordic SkUng Clinic. Meet at Timberline at
9100 a.m. for a day of x-country skiing instructi.on.':l.

Saturday

THF'

MARCH 2
Saturday

LAKE MARY SNOWSHOE TOUR, Beginner (1,1). Many people
missed our earlier Lake Mary tour since it was so close
to Christmas, so we scheduled it again. Skiers are welcome on this easy outingp too. Meet at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood at 9100 a.m. Leader1 Franklin West, 487-6065.

MARCH 2
Saturday

LAKE BLANCHE SKI TOUR, Advanced ('.3,5). Conditions will
determine the diestination of this ski tour, but we will
try to go over Mount Superior and down to Lake Blanche.
Call the leader for details. Avalanche probes and cords
will be required. Probes are available for rent at
Timberline and for sale by the Ski Touring Director.
Leader: Larry Swanson, 278-3269.

MARCH '.3
Sunday

WMC/rimberline Beginner Tour. Call Timberline for details
before 6:00 p.m. Saturday (466-2101).

MARCH '.3

PARK CITY TO MIDWAY NORDIC TOUR. Intermediate. After a
gro.iual climb along the Guardsman's Pass road, the rest of

Sunday
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this tour is a long downhill to Midway. The special treat
will be a swim at the Homestead, so bring a bathing suit.
Meet at The Movie at 8:00 a.m. so car spotting can be taken
ca.re of without too late a start. Leaders Bob Everson,
487-0029.
1'1.ARC.ll: 9

Saturday
t-<.ARCH 9

Saturday

MARCH 9

Saturday

MARCH 9-10

Timberline Nordic Skiing Clinic. Meet at Timberline at
9100 a.m. for a day of x-country skiing instruction.
AMEI'HYST LAKE NORDIC TOUR. Intermediate. This favorite
Uinta tour will be a long one up the East Fork of the Stillwater on the north slope. You should be in good shape and
plan on a long day. An early start is anticipated since
the drive is about two hours, but the outstanding terrain
and scenery make it worth losing some sleep. Call the leader
for details on meeting time and place. Leader1 Dave George,
272-4591,

MOONLIGI-IT TOUR - SNAKE CREEK PASS, Intermediate (2,2).
We were snowed out in January, so we'll try it again.
Meet at the Lodge at 6100 p,M. and watch the moon rise
over the pass. We will return to the Lodge for hot drinks
after the outing. Anyone desiring to stay overnight should
contact the hosts. Leader: Chuck Mays, 582-3818.
LODGE OPEN.

Hosts will be in the March Rambler.

Sat.-Sun.
MARCH 10
Sunday

WMC/rimberline Beginner Tour. can Timberline for details
before 6100 p.m. Saturday (466-2101).

!fiARCH 10

BROADS FORK SNOWSHOE TOUR, Intermediate (3,3). From the
"S" curve in Big Cottonwood, we will traverse around to the
mouth of Broads Fork and climb into the bowl between Twin
Peaks and Dromedary, The tour is most suitable for snowshoes since the lower pa.rt of the trail is quite narrow and
skiers might find it difficult to control their speed, Meet
at the mouth of Big Cottonwood at 8130 a.m. Leader:
Elmer Boyd, 466-7809,

Sunday

MARCH 10
Sunday

WINTER SOCIAL. Another normal(?) winter social, everyone
welcome, this time at Judy Ching's where dinner will be
awaiting you at 6:00 p.m. She lives in Apartment 7 of the
Dakridge Apartments, 875 East 5070 South (1st street south
of 3 Fountains East), Murray, 262-3800,

MARCH 24

WINTER SOCIAL. Finish off the season with a get-together
at one of our favorite hostess' house -- Sue Giddings, Cal
and Sue will be ready to greet you this evening at 6:00
for dinner. 1425 Perry Avenue, 521-9496.

Sunday
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Rambler Deadline
•••• for March is Friday,
February 1,5. Please have
your articles and schedules
typed and mailed to1
ATTENTION I RAMBLER editor
Wasatch Mountain Club
315.5 Highland Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah 84lo6

THANKS 'T'O
••• George and Georgia Randall for
mailing the February RAMBLER.
••• Pat Milligan for helping mail
the December RAMBLER.
••• Karen Weatherbee and Pat Milligan for help!ng mail the Jan.
RA!-!B:E."l,

••• Adrian Stevens for giving up
night skii.ng to he1p me.

,- -

WASATCH TRAILS

- -

-,

Please send postp:i.id

I WASATCH TRAILS for which I

copies of
enclose $__

Price $1.,50 ea.ch.

\ Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
1-Ad<lress:

L

---------------

-City

to:

s_tate _

_z1_p.

.I

I
I

~

Bill Rosqvist
281 South 1000 East
Bountiful, Utah 8401or

THIS IS NOW THE PICl'URE -- on
pictures. If you have a color
print, negative or slide which
you think might turn out well
in black and white, please consider
this: the WMC will p:i.y for the
conversion and enlargement if
your picture is accepted. So
please send it in! Deadline for
such pictures will be the 8th of
the month, to allow time for processing.
IF YOU WAN!' photographs, slides,
negatives, artwork, etc. returned,
please indicate.
REME)IBER THAT we need black and
white glossies·too!

¥¥-¥--¥-)(Jp(-.¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥-¥-¥-¥--¥-)(Jp(-.
the recen~
pi.sstng of Iaurence B. (La=y)

WP NcYI'E WITH SADNFS"

~agers, tn Fscondi.do, C'.aJifornia,
Long-time members wnl recan
that he was an active and enthusjastic WMC member in the 1950's
and into the '60's, Ee leaves
his wife Joan, three sons and two
daughters.

Wasatch Mountain Club business is conducted only on the first and third
Wednesdays· of each month. At that time. and only at that time, is the
mail opened, new membership applications voted on, dues p:i.yments
recorded, address changes ma.de, and all other business requiring board
action conducted. All board members cannot attend all board meetings
and although an effort is made to fill in during a member's absence,
some business is held for action until the next meeting.
Printed by Frank Huff
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~a9alls on ~esfu,afer
or "SOCK !T TO ME" DID:
(Apologies to author Michael Mutek.
This article '11&s overlooked for the
Jan. Rambler.· - A. Stevens)

water so that only the bow of the
kayak could be seen as the boat did
Skull, without Jack. I claim an
historic first in Skull. I believe
I am the first person to run Skull
in a kayak, backwards. The rumor
that I also ran it with my eyes
closed and hands folded in prayer
is not entirely true.

Although the rafters did not get
on the water on Saturday, because of
a time-consuming search for Westwater,
the kayakers could not be stopped.
Fortified with Rog Turnes' antifreeze
and the envious eyes of the ra.:rters
)lho would have tc wait until the next
day to challenge Westwater, six of us
took off from the ranger station at
Westwater. Our party included Rog and
Terrie Turnes, ca.1 and Steve Giddings,
Jack Hamilton and t'!:ichael Mutek.

We found where Odin's home was
when we got to "Sock It To Me" ra.Pids. Vane Jone~, the ranger, had
warned u!? that it would be the best
{or worst, depending on how you look
at it) for kayaks. He was correct.
Rog Turnes led the way and was promptly swallowed by Odin, who decided he
liked Rog's pacldle and tore it out
of Rog's hands before he could roll.
Rather than attempt to 'fini.sh the
trip upside-down, Rog decided to
swim, a rare event for him. Even
worse, Odin took his antL-Preeze
bottle. Terrie followed Rog. Just
before she got out of the rapids,
Odin, a.ppa.rently not satisfied with
just one Turnes, reached out and
grabbed her. Cal and Steve esoa.ped
Odin's arms, but Jack 118.s not so
lucky as he too was grabbed. Seeing
this I cheated, caught the eddy above
the rapids, surveyed the situation
and saw _a different iath. Odin must
have been ~tisfied with half our
number beoausP. he spit me out.

The fl::'lt -stretch above Little
Dolores Hapids allowed us time to
build up our confidence by execut:l.ng
some Eskimo rolls and warni.ng Odin
of our arrival. Little Dolores Rapids
was a good warmup. Those of us who
were not aware of the l?.rge hole soon
found out about it, However, with all
that confidence building the hole
couldn't keep any of our group.
Then it was on to bigger and
better thin~. The ritpids beforf!
Funnel Falls were fun and e;ot us
ready for Funnel, whir,h everyone
ran well. Then it was time for
Skull. We caueht the eddy above
Skull and got out to l0ok at the
monster. Pos :i.nd Cal dedded tha-1:
an excellent ·end-over-end could be
executed in the hole at Skull, but
they declined the opportunity to
try. Skull provided some interesting moments as it caught both Terrie
and Jack. One of Jack's float bags
gave out as the kayak filled with

The reMinder of the trip was a
scenic ride through the rest of the
beautiful O'!.nyon. Even the cherished
bottle of antifreeze was returned to
us by a kindly group of rafters who
found it floa.tine down the Colorado.
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We repeated the trip on Sunday,
with the ranger Vane Jones replacing
Terrie Turnes in our p:i.rty. The river
was noticeably higher on Sunday and
gave us a p:i.rticularly enjoyable run
on a p:i.rticularly beautiful Indian
Summer day in Westwater.

Coming back was an enjoyable,
al~hough reluctant necessity for
the six of us: Nola Howard, Karen
Weatherbee, Yukio Ka chi, Mike Hendrickson, David Morley, and leader t Iel Thi.vis,
1

The Grandest Real Estate in Utah

lake
solitude
MIDWEEK TOUR

by Mel Davis

December 19

A beautiful, cloudless sky and
about fifteen degrees of cold greeted
us as we assembled at the Brighton
Store for our trek through the snow.
Two sets of snowshoes and four p:i.irs
of nordics took off into the deep
powder, and began the gentle climb
through the aspen and pines towards
the lake. The fish scale nordics
climbed easily along with the snowshoes. However, coming back the
waxed slats went on ahead, the fish
scales came along slower, and the
webs trudged along in the rear.
(There should be a message here,
maybe I'm ready for nordics.)

LONE PEAK WIWERNESS
Rugged character;
sensitive nature
A finite resource of
Infinite Worth
A Priceless Heritage,
Costless to Enjoy

When we reached the lake at
11130, it was still in shadow. We
went p:i.st it to the mine, then along
the road above the lake into the warm
sunshine. Here we plopped and lunched, lying back to get the full force
of the sun. We p:i.ssed conversation
and delicacies back and forth for
a pleasant interlude.

WE SUPPORT ITS PRESERVATION
AND PROTECTION

Sam Allan 486a6834
~K R.LEE&ct1EAL10f5
3466 HIGHLAND DRIVE
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fomeone br~ fh~/ue
by Bill Rosqvist and Mel Davis
The article in "Off Belay" had made
it look so easy. Just cut the blocks
and stack them in a circle. The blocks
cut out of the center and used to make
the walls were of just the right consistency1 it was almost like working
with styrofoam. Slowly, ever so slowly
the walls rose twelve, eighteen, then
twenty-four inches above the snow,
little block on little block. It was
looking good but somehow the walls didn't
have enough lean toward the center1 how
would the hole in the center of the roof
ever be closed? Every time a block was
placed sloping too far to the middle
it fell, usually taking several others
with it. Frustration, frustration,
''Try it this way, now tap it lightly •••
No, no ••• Now it's broken." Over and
over the process was tried without
success. "Where is the book with its
simplified instructions ••• home ••• where
else?" "Well, it's almost darks I
don't know how a primitive people could
ever have built snow houses so easily."
In utter defeat the old tent and a piece
of plastic were pulled over the gaping
hole in the roof to try to protect from
that night's chilling cold.
Such was our first attempt to build
and sleep in a snow house. The principle
is easy to explain and understand, but
like many of the techniques developed by
primitive civilizations it is not as easy
to perform in actual practice. There was
firm conviction that we would not attempt
such a project again and freeze. Once
was enough:
., ••Therefore, careful prep:i.ration
and study went into the second snow house.
Armed with all the knowledge that written
literature on the subject could provide,
we toured into the mountains above Alta.
So high was our confidence that a tent was

9

not carried, Only a simpleton would
approach such an outing with a do or
die attitude. We must have had
little regard for our fingers and
toes.
carefully, the site was prepared and each block cut with exactness. The size and shape had to be
just right or the block was discarded,
Slowly the blocks, as large as could
be cut and handled, took shape. The
first row sloped up in a spiral and
leaned toward the center at an angle.
Each block was beveled in the right
places and tapped firmly into position.
The same principle was applied, no
matter the angle of the block, to the
horizontal, Almost like a miracle,
the blocks hung in position. Even
the top block (which was set by the
use of a :flashlight), lying perfectly
horizontal, held its position, Five
hours of dedicated work and a pile
of broken, discarded blocks had produced a primitive engineering feat,
With a candle burning inside, all the
holes and cracks could be seen easily
from the outside. All of these were
filled with new snow, much as a cabin
of logs is chinked with river mud.
The inside was nine feet in
diameter and had a six and a half
foot ceiling. A block was used for
a door to keep out the cold. Soon
supper was cooking and the light from
two candles provided more illumination
than a 1OO-watt bulb in an ordinary
room. The heat from the stove, candle
and body slowly warmed the interior,
An inside-outside thermometer was installed and revealed through the night
that the temperature outside dropped
to four above zero while inside it
remained a comfortable 35 degrees.
Compared to a tent or snow cave, an
igloo is the ultimate in luxury for
winter camping.

See page 4, Feb. 23-24, to find
out when you too may accomplish
this amazing feat!

19l4
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Boating
Conservation
Entertainment
Hiking
Lodge
Membership
Mountaineering
Publications
Ski Touring
Kayaking
3 Yr. Trustee
4 Yr. Trustee

Dale Green
Betty Hendricks
Mel Davis
Ken McCarty
Virginia Louden, Betty Bottcher

c9rominafions

Karen Weatherbee
Bill Rosqvist
Phil Nelson
Jane Daurelle, Marlene Austin

See page 3, Feb. 13,
for details on the
election meeting.

Paul Horton
Audrey Stevens and Mary Welch
(Co-editors)
Dwight Nicholson
J. Dewell
Cover Jhoto,
Bob J. Wright
"Cedar City Natural Bridge"
taken about 1925
Char'.'.ie Keller
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The annual Wasatch Mountain Club Grand
Canyon River Trip will happen on April 20
to April 28. There's no better way to start
the river season than by running the Colorado
River through the fantastic Grand Canyon with
the competent boatmen of Dave McKay. On
this trip club members are only passengers
with the great meals and other labors taken
care of by the commercial boater. Cost of
the trip is approximately $250 which includes
plenty of great food, nine days of river running,
and some great hikes. Bus transportation will
cost approximately $60. This trip normally
costs much more. Those wise enough to jump
at this bargain before have all agreed - - it is
worth every penny. There will be an important
meeting for all interested persons at the Zions
Lutheran Church, 1070 Foothill Drive, Thursday
February 7, at 8 P. M. Slides and movies of
past trips will be shown, besides final information
on costs. Deadline for application and $75 deposit
fee is March 1, 1974. If you have any questions
or can't make the meeting, please call trip
leader Mike Omana, 266-7819.

4-Celp 8.ave <Sur J!ivers
The once-clean, free-flowing rivers of Utah and the West are now
disappearing at an alarming rate. New dams are rising, or being promised,
streams are being channelized and their community of life destroyed; construction projects are denuding stream banks and silting the water, architectural eyesores are growing along rivers in once-pristine canyons; new
freeways are destroying streams and stream habitat; old car bodies line
our stream banks for erosion control; and overuse and carelessness by man
are polluting whatever free flowing water is left.
Who suffers? Fishermen, boaters, hikers, and anyone who enjoys nature.
Hopeless? Let's prove that it 1sn't. Your support of the SAVE OUR RIVERS
COMMITTEE will help decide the fate of remaining rivers in Utah and surrounding states.
The SAVE WR RIVERS COMMITTEE (SORC) was formed in January 1973 to fight
and fight hard for the remaining remnants of free-flowing rivers in Utah
and the West.
To date, SOBC has1
1. Organized participation in the Forest Service Salmon River workshop.
2. Organized transportation and people to testify at the Pocatello
Forest Service public hearings on the Salmon River Wilderness
Proposal.
J. Met with Congressmen Owens and McKay concerning the Westwater of the
Colorado River Wild River proposal.
4. Organized and conducted the Provo River cleanup.
Met with Highway officials concerning future freeway development
in Provo Canyon.
6. Sent a representative to Hells Canyon National Recreational area
workshop in LaGrand, Idaho.
7. Worked with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation helping to provide
data on more rivers for Wilderness designation.

s.

SORC projects will vary with time, circumstances, and membership interest.
Some current ueas of SORC activity are:
* The proposed Provo Canyon Freeway.
* The Jordan River Parkway
* Wild River status for Westwater Canyon on the Colorado
* State legislation to protect rivers
* Impact of the Central Utah Project
* Protection for Desolation Canyon
* Protection of the Yampi. and Green Rivers in Dinosaur National
Monument
11

SORC NEEDS YOU TO HELP SAVE OUR RIVERS!
Membership Application Form - SORC
Mail to SORC, P. o. Box 8165, Salt L~ke City, Utah
Instructions
Check the membership class you
desire below and write out your
check to SORC for the amount
indicated. Regular members are
those who support SORC objectives
but do not wish to keep abreast
of all SORC activities; they will
not receive all SORC mailings.
Active members will pay annual
dues and receive all SORC
literature. (Active members who
later default in the payment of
annual dues will become regular
members.) Additional contributions are welcome and needed.
In addition, if you are willing
to help out occasionally on
crucial issues by writing letters,
telephoning, typing, stuffing
envelopes, working on committees,
or testifying at hearings, please
fill out the lower pa.rt of the
blank.

84108

cut along this line

NAME

---------------

ADDRESS

ZIP
------------TELEPHONE
--------Check desired SORC membership class1
CITY

_ _ Regular member, initiation fee $2
_ _ Active member, yearly dues $3
If you are willing to help occasionally,
check here --,----e-'
Are there any tasks you prefer?
Are there any particular issues (rivers)
that you would like to help with _ _

Current SORC members who wish to
remain as active members, please
send in your annual dues for the
year 1974.

Let's make one thing "Perfectly Clear" -- OUR RIVERS::

$~>.
i ·1\'::.

~
~
~

~

HELP SUPl'ORT THE SAVE OUR @'.!!'!l_ COMMl'rrEE

(If'~

.r'
Fr
~ ~~

In an effort to raise money for SORC projects, we are selling
UTAH STARS tickets, These tickets will cost $2.00, $3,00, $4.oo, ~
'··
and $5,60, Come to the Salt Palace on March 22, 1974 at 7115 PM
to see the Stars play Denver - and become involved in saving the
, . ~ . beautiful rivers which surround you •
.(
For information:
Cal Giddings 521-~96
Marlene Austin 262-0680
Mike Oma.na 266-7819
Bob Everson 487-0029

I,~
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HIGH UINTAS TREK
PART I:

by Bill Rosqvist

"Paradise"

The grass was warm under my head and back and tickled my neck as the wind,
which had been blowing lightly all day, made the seed heads rustle about my ears.
It was cooling off now as clouds moved across the sun. As I looked at Mel filling
his canteen at the lake, with the high i:asses in the background, my mind drifted
back over the pa.st few days. This trip rated as one of my finest experiences this
summer. It was a long story of how it came to be, but here we were, Mel and I,
in the heart of the Uinta Primitive Area, So far we had covered about 20 miles
my legs were a bit weary with the toil, but slowly I was firming up. My mind
wandered again and soon I was thinking of where it all began,

Photos by Mel Davis

There were few cars on the road as we
left Salt Lake at 4 AM headed for Moon Take,
After about three hours of driving, the
quiet stillness of the lake was a welcome
sight, This was my first trip to the Uintas
and already I was impressed, We found the
ranger station empty. A short trip around
the campground revealed that no one was
braving the fall weather, hut we did find
the ranger, He suggested we could Mve a
few miles walking and gain about 1500 feet
if instead of taking the trail at the beginning, we follow a rO<".d which i:arallels the
trail a little to the southwest, We had
estimated the trip to be about fifty miles;
tha.t would be ten each day, This old mining
road would help a great deal and, according
to the ranger, would take us to within a mile
of the primitive area boundary.

We found the road with little difficulty and negotiated the rocks, ruts, water
seeps, and huge erosion-prevention ditches every hundred feet with great difficulty, We drove up the road for what seemed like eternity, but was only twenty
minutes, until we ca.me to a place that seemed imi:assible for our van, After the
vehicle was turned around, we had a bit of breakfast and headed up the tnil.
My wife had driven up with us; she would take the c,1.r back to Salt Lake, Mel's
wife would meet us at Mirror Lake in five days,

After a· short hike up the road, the
stream, ~nd headed up the mountainside,
open shoulder overlooking the Brown Duck
1500 feet below. The trail continued to
area boundary.

trail branched
It wasn't long
Creek drainage
~limb and soon
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to the right, crossed a
until we came out on an
and Moon Lake, about
we ca.me to the primitive

The day was light and airy with just enough breeze to keep 11s cool as we
walked along the trail through open meadows and quaking aspen forests, which
soon gave way to fir and Colorado spruce. Occasionally, the trail would dip
near the stream and offer a refreshing glimpse of the clear, bold water. The
rocks in the area have an interesting characteristic: they turn dark brown
after the water runs over them, so the stream had a rich brown hue, with the
green moss clinging here and there. The scene was one that always invited
pause and meditation. lunch was taken at just such a pl~ce.
The water tumbled down in a cascade just upstream f'rom the log we had
chosen for our dining table. After eating, I lay on the log, face down,
watching the bubbles in the water, and the current carrying the moss from
side to side. A little brook trout came out from under the log and darted
upstream. Mel had found a soft spot and was snoozing. I rolled over and
watched the clouds building for the usual afternoon thunderstorm.
At Brown Duck Lake, the trail forks.
The west leg goes around the lake and on
to Island and Kidney Lakes. The other goes
to Clement Lake -- our destination for the
day. We hoped to find a nice, secluded
campsite and a few fish there.
The sign said four m1.les to Clement,
and two to Atwine. The t~n was mostly
level now and we made gocxl time. The fish
were jumping at Atwine, so Mel rir,eed hi$
pole and began c-.asti.ng while I lay on a big
flat rock watching. The fish were crazy abc1!t
the bugs on the su.rf!.'.ce, but Mel's dry f)y
didn't fool them. The sky started to sprinkle,
so we moved on. No fish.
The last two miles seemed like the harde$t
of the day; I guess we were getting tired.
Soon the lake came into view - a welcome
si.ght. We crossed the dam to the north si.de
and found a nine spot for camp among the pines.
Fixi.ng dinner was easy, using the new freezedried meals. We ate and shared a few delicacies we each had pushed into our packs.
As Mel loafed by the :fire and puttered with his fishing p:ear, I set up the
tent and made our bags ready. Pole in hand and anned with confide11ce, ~!el
headed :for the lake. My warm moccasi.ns were a co~fortable change after the
heavy hiking boots. Inspection of my rack revealed a copy of Kampe's "'T''-ecry
of Sets" -- lt should make for some light lake-shore reading.
Occasionally I lo:,ked up from my readtng to watch Mel's loT112;, o-acefu1
casts, putting the lure out into the lake in perff>ct form, T..:;,ke '":)ement <-ovf>rs
an area of about fifty to seventy acres, e.nd Mel was work1Pg hiz way ar01mct tl,e
far shore. It looked as though he had landed a few, C1u-t I c-culctn't bP cerb:n,
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"Theory of Sets" proved to be dull
reading, so I laid it aside to listen
to the silence, Not a bird or chipmunk
raised its voice. The only sound was
that of a light breeze blowing pa.st my
face, The ripples moved forth and back
across the lake as the breeze moved
from place to place. The beginning of
dusk brings the chill of evening and
an occasional shiver.
The great fisherman returned,
empty-handed, •• but' what about breakfast? "What have you been using?", ••
Spinners,.,"But all these fish are
eating flies, why not try one?" A few
casts in the fading light brought the
tug of a fighter. Gracefully he danced
across the water, making a last attempt
for freedom,
About twenty feet from shore another jumped. "Get that one," so Mel cast
into the center of the expanding ripples where the fish rose. "What are you
trying to do, hit him on the head?" Slowly the fly floated across the surface
of the lake, looking like a water skipper. Much to my surprise, he hit it •••
a nice Dolly Varden.
Mel continued to fish with good success as the last of the sun's rays
reflected off the western clouds in pa.le pinks, golds, and magenta, and soon
we were illuminated by just a sliver of light from the last quarter of a
sinking moon.
We awakened to the rustling of the wind in the tops of the pines, and the
distant scolding of a pine squirrel, It was just starting to get light as Mel
fixed breakfast, Already I could smell fresh fish cooking as I got dressed,
Baked in foil, they were a gourmet's delight,
As I began storing my gear, a friendly little chipmunk verified that
everything was in its proper place, as he ran from sack to pocket, looking
for something to haul aliS.y,
The sky was clear, a light breeze blew, P.nd we headed out for another
great day, The little-used East Basin forest trail is beautiful, Apparently
people come to Clement Lake, but only a few go further. The tranquil trail
:passed through many meadowr. where ~ften we had to skirt a bog. WP ~1t the
top of tre '9ist Basin :i:ass (which doesn't seem like much of a pass, the rise
is so gentle), and started down the other side. Soon we broke into the clear
on the north side of a steep ridge, Looking to the north, we could see for
miles to the top of the White Fork drainage. Many basins take off on either
side, providing unlimited exploration opportunities. Using our compass and
quad maps, we tried, without success, to pick out Clement Peak and the pass
we would have to cross later in the day to get into Squaw Basin.
15,

Many wonderful sights came into view as we wandered through East Basini
a beautiful little columbine, blue and white, nestled in against the rocks •••
an enchanted lake, mirror smooth, with grassy shores as soft as green velvet.
The stillness beckoned like a sweet intoxication, to indulge yourself with
more, and more, and more ••••
My daydreaming of the past two days was interrupted, as Mel suggested
that we get moving again, We still had six mi.les to cover today, before
we could make camp.
Next month;

PART II, "Purgatory"

TWIN PEAKS !"nd PFEIFFERHORN ,_, aerial view looking toward the
11 ttle Cottonwood Ridge ~ Photo by Alexis Kelner
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The late December slides
occurred after a great deal of snow
had fallen, with much accompa.nying
wind and a dramatic rise in temperature, which caused a very heavy
surface layer. The underlying weak
layer was one which formed close to
the ground early in the winter,
called depth hoar. This is a sugary
layer made up of crystals that are
like small ice balls, It sometimes
lasts for much of the winter, particularly on north and east facing
slopes, so tourers should be very
careful when depth hoar is known
to exist.

CONDITIONS

by Dave Hanscom

e

The events of late December at
Park West and Little Cottonwood
Canyon are a drama.tic reminder that
we need to be ever mindful of the
avalanche situation before touring
in the Wasatch Mountains, Anyone who
visits the back country should educate
himself on this subject and keep UPto-date on snow conditions throughout
the winter.
There are essentially two types
of avalanche, loose snow and slab.
Loose snow sides generally occur
within a day or two of fairly large
storms, although cold temperatures
following a very dry snowfall can
result in unstable conditions on
north and east slopes for much
longer periods. Thus, touring
during or immediately after a
heavy snowfall is particularly
hazardous. New snow tends to settle
and consolidate in time, particularly where the sun hits it, and
a stable surface layer usually forms.
Slab avalanches are much more
difficult to predict and thus are
more dangerous to the tourer. They
can occur when a snow layer with
good cohesion is on top of an iey
layer or one that has very little
cohesion. Passage of tourers can
cut through the top layer and allow
it to break away and slide. The
heavier the top layer and the steeper
the slope, the more likely it is
to avalanche. Thus, large accumulations of wind-pa.eked snow or new wet
snow on top of a weak layer can be
pa.rticularly dangerous.

Ski touring generally is safer
later 1.n the winter after the weather
gets warmer and snowfall decreases,
but caution is in order this year,
If you are in doubt about the stabi11 ty of a p;trticular area, don't
hesitate to ask some knowledgeable
person for advice before you go.
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WINTER SEASON

***

WMC LODGE

t
ofi

Tired of lift lines and high price
lift passes? Make the lodge your
headquarters for cross-country skiing
and snowshoeing.

-i(

+:

Available overnights, week-ends,
-i(
parties. Main Floor Lounge. Two
i(
~ dormitories. Gas heating and cooking.

t

"t

I

No ..charge to members.
to non-member groups.

Minimal charge

Call lodge director for reservations.

-i(
~

_t

**************************
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Tentative arrangements have been
ma.de for pool practice. Bob Nelson
gets credit for doing all the legwork.
The first session is tentatively scheduled for Monday, February 11th at Cottonwood High School. The cost is not expected to exceed $1 per session, By
the time you read this, final arrangements should have been completed.
Register with J, Dewall, 295-2754,

TIMBERLINE

RECYCLING

CENTER

After talking with Mountain Traders in Berkeley, we were enthused
with their program of recycling used mountain gear for their customers.
They did stress, however, that the costs to their store in providing
this service were substantial. These costs came in the following areas1
1. Loss of sales that might otherwise have been generated in the
s:i::ace used for the recycling program,
2. Costs incurred in maintaining an orderly display.
J. Cost of time of employees used in answering questions and
fitting used boots, etc,
Thus after consultation with Mountain Traders, we have set the
following conditions for our recycling center which will hopefully
allow us to provide a service for you and cover the costs we incur
in so doing.
1. Recycling items will be limited to Baclqacking, Mountaineering
and Ski Touring equipment,
2, You set the price, We charge 2.5% of your price as a service
charge, This charge covers our costs and is assessed whether
the gear is sold or not (we incur the costs either way).
J. There is a 2-month time limitJ we do not have room to keep
used gear indefinitely. If your gear has not been sold after
2 months, we will take it off display and phone you to come
get it.
4. As our s:i::ace is limited, we may have to ask you to hold off
until s:i::ace is available.
So, if you have old, outgrown, or unused mountain gear sitting around
the house, bring it down and we will try to sell it for you:
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by Audrey Stevens
Thanks to Dale Green
for source materials
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The above saying is,

(al
(b
(c
(d

on Fred Bruenger•s coat of arms
on any WMC member•s bota bag
on the old bus, headed for "Nirvana."
none of the above.

You're abeolutely right, (d) is the answer, though the others may apply.
You of course know that this is the motto of the Wasatch Mountain Club! Think
of this, and it will doubtless inspire you when you are counting the hairpin
turns near the top of Tim:pa.nogos, hanging under a slanting slab of wall and
you oa.n see the stars in the daytime, striving to catch the raft which has
just caromed out of your grasp ••• etc.etc. Indeed! No faint hearts allowed
in the WMC!
According to the first Rambler in 1923-24 (a review of trips made, geology, flora and fauna, Constitution, and other local interest scenes), there
may have been some trepidation but the adventure of it all ma.de up for it.
Note a club trip to Yellowstone Parks "With a whoop and a bang and a ring
of an old cow-bell, we were gone and away, each with a gazoo in his mouth
and a broad smile on his face." Then, the inevitables "Oh! our first night
on the ground! We thought we would all die." Finally. the perceptive thoughts
"The vastness of the canyon and the oppression from the sense of danger were
so great we were glad to crawl back from our observation points once more."
Five male members made a club trip to Granddaddy Lakes and spent a lovely
August morning organizing the camp, which included setting up the following
ruless
1. That no one in ca.mp should shave.
2. That we should be known as the Sheepherders.
J. That no meals would be served in bed.
The Sheepherders later enlarged and challenged another WMC team, the Sons
of Ga.in, to a baseball contest (and won). Many different sports were represented by WMC men's and women's teams, "Dr. E. w. Lambert has been appointed
athletic director of the club and a splendid basketball team has been rounded
into fo+m•"·
Social activities also were varied, to say the least. There were watermelon busts, corn roasts, strawberry festivals, Halloween masquerades, swimming
:parties and dances -- though a rueful comment is made that "Dancing seems to be
one social indulgence at which the club has had very little success. The club
is not primarily a so-called social organization."
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However, the same author opf;imistioally declared,
"If you want to know if a friend is real,
To wash off his varnish and his soul reveal,
To see if he's genuine or just imitation,
Give him a Mountain Club trip invitation:"
The WMC was very interested in promoting tourism, and looked forward confidently for instance to the time when there would be hotels at the base of
Timp:i.nogos. Now our philosophy has mellowed on such ideas (as some have become
Fra.nkenst.eins). However, the campaign sounded vigorous 1
"In the year of our Lord 19'24, et seque that
locality which expects to attract
tourists must provide something
new, for in these days of movies,
bobbed hair, dope-bandits, airplanes, radio, Mah Jongg and
divorces, no ordinary stuff
in the way of scenery will
get even a side glance.
Scenery, to get 'em coming and keep 'em coming,
must have a. real kick -a kick that will make
the most blase-twentiethcentury-rolls-her-own coed
or the hardest-boiled-hardheaded-tired-busy-business man
of the nation sit up and blink."
T:1e author went on to say that
Utah had plenty of "Class A stuff"
for all to enjoy.

Found sneaking through the
pages of the first Rambler

Once a month in the winter months the club met in various social halls
throughout the city and, among other talented programs, put on playlets ("The
Wood-Bee Brides' Club" ??). The WMC orchestra furnished the music, and there
was dancing afterwards. This was an opportune time for newcomers to get acquainted with "the old standbys." This Club is really lax in its offerings
now. Where's the orchestra and the drama.tic offerings to liven up the Lodge?
For shame! And there's also a rule, woefully forgotten, which you will dutifully remind others of the next time you start on a Sunday trips "The members
of the club shall respect the rights of other citizens by refraining from all
unnecessary noise when congregating for trips, especially on Sunday, when
p:i.ssing churches, or other public gatherings."
The Sheepherders evidently had more than passing influence, if we can
connect them with this sterling yells
We are the Shepherds of the Wasatch,
A regular gang are wer
We play with vim, our opponents to trim
With ease and alacrity.
Baa..a...a.-a..a.-a

APPLICATION L.Q..l!. MEMBERSHIP
WASATCH MOUNTAIN

CLUB

3155 Highland Drive

Salt Lake City, Utah 84106
Phones 363-7150
NAME

TELEPHONE_ _ _ _ _ __

(Print)

--------ZIP
-------------------·
-------Occupi.tion (Optional)

Name of spouse (only if spouse wants membership also)
Address

I hereby apply for membership in the Wasatch Mountain Club. I have
attended two Club activities as required for membership, such as, hikes,
ski tours, cave trips, camping trips, rook-hound trips, or work pa.rtiess
and I am genuinely interested in the outdoors. Social events such as
lodge pi.rties, ski socials, etc. are not included in the definition of
club activities qualifying for membership. I agree to abide by all the
rules and regulations of the Club as specified in the Constitution and
By-laws as determined by the Board of Directors.
I enclose$_____ dues and $4.00 entrance fee. (Please note - f'rom
January through August the dues are $6 0 00..-spouse $3.00..-plus $4.00
entrance fee. From September through December, the dues are $) 0 00..spouse $1.50-plus $4.oo entrance fee.) nues include RAMBJ.ER sub.'.!lcription.

I am specifica.lly interested in the items checked belows
Hiking_
Cyc.Ung_

Ski Touring_
Conservation_

activities_

Boa.ting_

Mountaineering_

Writing and editing_

Lodge_ Photography_

C&.ving_

Organizing social

Other_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

CLUB.Am'IVITili5 ATTE:iDEDs
1.
2.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _...;Date_ _ _ __

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _....;Date_ _ _ __

--------------

REOOMMENDED BY 1

Member

NOTE1

Director

When applying for membership,
the activities you attend must
have been within 12 months
prior to the date of application
to the Club.

------------Signature of Applicant
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