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Half Dome from Tenaya Switchbacks. Photo by J. Frank Leary.

THE RAMBLER is published monthly by the
Wasatch Mountain Club, Inc,, 3155 Highland Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84106,
telephone 363-7150, Subscription rates
of $5,00 a year are paid far by membership dues only. Prospective members may
obtain 2 free RAMBLERs (consecutive
months) by contacting Club headquarters
or the Memb~rship Director. Direct all
correspondence regarding changes of address, mailing, etc,, to the Membership
Director at the above address. Second
Class Postage is paid at Salt Lake City,
Utah,

Rambler Deadline
... for March is February 15, Tuesday.
Please type (double-space) your articles or schedules, indicate your
telephone number(s), and place your
slides or prints in protective folders. Mail to (or drop by):
WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB
3155 Highland Dr.
Salt Lake City, Utah 84106
ATTENTION: RAMBLER EDITOR

Thanks ....

NOTICE:

... to Larry Hoskins for help with the
RAMBLER headings and layout
... to Jude Whitehead for the artwork
... to Dale Green for mailing the current
issue.

A group of WMC kayakers need a
heated garage to build some kayaks .
We would be willing to pay a small
amount for the use of the space .
Please call Charles Askuraft,
485-0460. Thank you.

The Wasatch Mountain Club is governed by a Board of Directors - 13 representatives elected by the membership. Through the courtesy of Timberline Sports, our
mail is ;;ent to their address, 3155 Highland Drive, for collection only. The Club's
te.lephone is located at O'Dell's Shoe Repair Shop, 425 South 8th West. This phone
is maintained as an answering service only by Life Members 'Pete'·(O'Dell) Peterson and wife 'Pinky'. They take time out from their work to an s\ver the phone and
relay incoming messages to the proper Director. The Peter sons do not hold any
office, or attend Boar~ meetings.or ar'e they informed by the Board o·f official actions. If a trip leader,'. cannot be -c.efntacted or is not specified, call the Director'of
that department for information. The Board strongly de sires to he'ar comments,
suggestions, inquiries, and criticisms concerning the operation of your Club.
Please £eel free to phone any Director or write to the President. Names will be
withheli:1. upon request, but anonymous letters will be disregarded.
Mountain Club business is conducted only on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month. At that time, and only at that time, is th.e mail opeped, new membership
applications voted on, dues payments recorded, address changes made, and all
other business requiring board action conducted. All board members cannot attend
all board meetings and although an effort is made to fill in during a member's absence, so1ne business is held for action until the next meeting.
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Club Activities ..
February, 1977
AVALANCHE INFORMATION is available from the Wasatch National Forest winter sports information recording, 486-6333. The Forest Service will attempt to update this information on a daily basis as needed. More detailed information may be obtained from
Milt Hollander, 277-1416. Avalanche probes, cords and shovels are required on advanced tours at the discretion of the leader. Probes are available for rent through
the Ski Touring Director. Electronic transmitter-receivers are now available through
Timberline Sports and are recommended for advanced tourers.

* * REGISTRATION
*
WITH THE TRIP LEADER is

RATINGS OF SKI TOURS {X,Y) describe the
difficulty of the climb (X) and the skiing proficiency required to get down (Y).
Both are rated from 1 to 6, in order of
increasing difficulty. Contact the
leader if you are in doubt about your
ability to do the tour.

important for ski tours as weather and
snow conditions can cause cancellations
or changes in destination. It also
aids in organizing car shuttles early
enough to avoid delays. Register by
some reasonable hour on the day before
the tour is scheduled.

(Note: See article and charts by Dave Hanscom and Dwight Nicholson in the Novem.ber RAMBLER for a more detailed description of and ratings for the more popular
Wasatch ski tours.)

*****

FEBRUARY 5-6
Saturday-Sunday

ARCHES CAR CAMP. Call John Gattman, the leader, at 359-4693 (home)
or 328-8066, Ext. 359 (office) for details.

FEBRUARY 5
·Saturday

DOG LAKE VIA MILL D TOUR. (Beginner) Rating 2,2 (B). Meet at the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 10:00 a.m. Leader Paul Horton,
328-9486.

FEBRUARY 5
Saturday

PARK CIJY FROM BRIGHTON,VIA SCOTTS PASS SKI TOUR. (Intermediate)
Nordic :2 ,2 (I). M~e-t at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at
8:00 a.m. Call leader: Dick Leining at 584-7616 for details.

FEBRUARY 6
Sunday

MILL F TO SCOTTS PASS SKI TOUR. (Intermediate) Rating 2,2 (I).
A nordic and alpine ski tour. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon at 8:30 a.m. Leader: Bob Woody, 466-5039.

FEBRUARY 6
Sunday

MINERAL FORK FROM ALTA SKI TOUR. (Advanced) Rating 3,5 (N/A}. The
ascent via Cardiff Fork will be followed by a challenging run down
Mineral Fork. Register with the leader, Alexis Kelner at 359-5387.

FEBRUARY 12-13 THE LODGE is available to WMC members.
Saturday-Sunday contact Randy Taylor at 272-4624.
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FEBRUARY 12
Saturday

MINERAL FORK TOUR. (Beginner/Intermediate) Rating 2,2 (I). This
tour, suitable for snowshoers and nordic skiers follows an old
mining road up Mineral Fork as far as conditions will permit. Call
Joyce Sahler, the leader, at 272-2624 for more details.

FEBRUARY 12
Saturday

WHITE PINE FROM ALTA SKI TOUR. (Advanced) Rating 3,5 (N/A). This
is a strenuous tour via the American Fork Twin Peaks and will be
attempted only under good snow conditions. Please register with
the leader, Dennis Caldwell, at 581-7272 (work) or 942-6065 (home).

FEBRUARY 13
Sunday

UINTAS--B FORK OF THE BEAR RIVERS NORDIC SKI TOUR.
Call Dwight Nicholson at 359-6178 for details.

FEBRUARY 13
Sunday

SILVER FORK FROM BRIGHTON ALPINE SKI TOUR. (Intermediate) Rating
2,3 (I). The route via Twin Lakes Pass re-quires some advanced
nordic skiing techniques. Meet at mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon
at 8:30 a.m. Call the leader Charley Keller at 467-3960 for details.

FEBRUARY 13
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL. Phil and Kay Berger are giving this one at 2250
East Pheasant Way (5650 South). Turn at the fourth stop light
south of Cottonwood Mall on Highland Dr. Their telephone is 2787412.

(Advanced)

FEBRUARY 13
Sund&y
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL -- Phil and Kay Berger are giving this one at
2250 East Pheasant Way (5650 S). Turn left on the first
street south of the light at 56th South and Highland. If
you need more information, please call 278-7412.

FEBRUARY 13
Sunday

PFEIFFERHORN NORTH RIDGE CLIMB. This is a difficult, allday event involving a long approach on skis and 4 to 6
pitches of roped climbing. A small (6), in condition, determined, fast party can do the ridge. Others are welcome to do
other routes to the summit. Call the leader, Renny Jackson,
278-8379, for information.

FEBRUARY 16
Wednesday
8:00 p.m.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTION MEETING will be held in the
Zion Luthern Church basement (enter through the back door),
1070 Foothill Dr., at 8:00 p.m. Candidates for the Board of
Directors will be i~troduced and voted upon. Del Wiens will
present slides from his last six-month tour of Southern Africa.
Refreshments will be served.

FEBRUARY 19
Saturday

BROADS FORK. Snowshoe or advanced Nordic tour into one of the
most scenic basins of the Wasatch. Meet at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon at 9:oo a.m. Leader, Elmer Boyd, 299-7814.

FEBRUARY 19-20
Sat. - Sunday

NAOMI PEAK ABOVE LOGAN CANYON. Advanced Nordic. Party is
limited to 8 to 10 people. From 10 a.m. Saturday to late Sunday.
For details call Yukio Kachi at 466-8418, or Allan Taye at
292-5477.
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FEBRUARY 19-21
Sat. - Monday

BRYCE CANYON. A Nordic and snowshoe sightseeing trip for people
who don't mind the cold. For reservations in the Pink Cliff
Motel, and organization of the trip, please call Trudy Healy
at 583-3411 by February 7.

FEBRUARY 20
Sunday

HONEYCOMB (TO CIRQUE) FROM SOLITUDE. Intermediate Nordic.
A pleasant, scenic tour. Meet at mouth of Big Cottonwood
Canyon at 9:30 a.m. Leader: Don Colman, 486-7796.

FEBRUARY 20
Sunday

DESERET PEAK, ll,031 feet. Advanced Nordic or Alpine. Ascent
of a fine peak in the Stansbury Range. Depending on road
conditions, this may be a 6,000-foot climb. Meet at 1300 East
and Simpson Avenue at 6:30 a.m. For details call George
Westbrook at 966-6792, or 966-1416 ..

FEBRUARY 25
Friday

ICE SKATING PARTY. Skating location to be determined. Refreshments (for a fee) will be served at John Gottman's home, 1074
East 600 South,afterwards. Climbers are expected to bring
hammers, axes, crampons, and pitons in addition to skates. Call
Phyllis Robison, hostess, at 943-8500 or John Gattman, 359-4693
(home), 328-8066 ext. 359 (work), for details.

FEBRUARY 26
Saturday

CATHERINE PASS FROM BRIGHTON. Intermediate Nordic. A
classic. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00
a.m. Leader: Theresa Overfield, 328-9417.

FEBRUARY 26
Saturday

MAYBIRD GULCH. Advanced Nordic or Alpine (3,5). An
excellent trip to the base of the Pfeifferhorn, with a long,
exciting run down. Meet at the mouth of Little Cottonwood
Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Leaders: Charlie and Emily Hall, 277-1555.

FEBRUARY 27
Sunday

LAKE MARY. An easy family snowshoe tour. This trip is especially for boys and girls, led by Kenny Stoner, 942-1769.
Assistant Leader, Elmer Boyd. If desired, you may continue
to Catherine Pass with the Assistant Leader. Meet at .the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:30 a.m.

FEBRUARY 27
Sunday

WILLOW CREEK TO DESOLATION LAKE. Intermediate Nordic. Leave
the mouth of Big Cott9nwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Steve and
Trudy Healy, co-leaders, 583-3411.

FEBRUARY 27
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL -- Dennis and Karen Caldwell are back in town
and would like to see all their old friends and meet some new
ones. Their home is at 3645 East Golden Hills Ave. (8785 S.)
and the phone number is 942-6065.

MARCH 5
Saturday

SNAKE CREEK PASS MOONLIGHT TOUR. Easy Nordic or snowshoes.
For those interested, weather permitting, an overnight stay
is contemplated. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon
at 4:00 p.m. Call George Wiens, l-376-1531, Kaysville,
before 9 a.m.
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MARCH 5
Saturday

MILLCREEK VIA DOG LAKE FROM MILL D NORTH. Intermediate, 2,3.
An easy climb up, a long run down. Meet at The Movie (Olympus
Hills Plaza) at 8:00 a.m. Leader: Burt Janis 1 278-7291.

MARCH 6
Sunday

WHITE PINE LAKE. Intermediate. A good tour to study avalanche
paths. Meet at the mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon at
8:30 a.m. Leader: Dick Leining, 583-1616.

MARCH 6
Sunday

PARK CITY WEST TO MILLCREEK. An intermediate Nordic trip with
a long, pleasant (if the snow is right) descent into Milltreek
Canyon. Meet at The Movie (Olympus Hills Plaza) at 7:30 a.m.
Leader: Tom Stephens, 364-2731.

MARCH 12
Saturday

BEAR TRAP FORK. Snowshoe or intermediate Nordic tour. This
fork leads you to a superb viewpoint. Meet at the mouth of Big
Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Leader: Joyce Sahler, 272-2624.

MARCH 12
Saturday

LOWER SILVER FORK. An easy Nordic or snowshoe tour. Meet at
the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Leader: Trudy
Healy, 583-34 l l.

MARCH 13
Sunday

WHITE BALDY FROM RED PINE, RETURN VIA DEER CREEK CANYON.
For Alpine and competent Nordic skiers. The group is limited
to eight participants. Call the leader for details: Alexis
Kelner, 359-5387.

MARCH 13
Sunday

SCOTT PASS. Snowshoe and Intermediate Nordic. Meet at the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Leader: Elmer
Boyd, 299-7814.

MARCH 13
Sunday

SNOWBASIN TO MT. GREEN. Intermediate. A 7 to 8 mile roundtrip, a 400-foot climb. a 1500-foot descent. Now isn't that
a fine ratio? Meet at Snow Basin at 9:00 a.m. To register
and for details call Bill Yates, l-723-3853.

MARCH l3
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL- - Sue and Cal Giddings promise you an enjoyable
evening at their home at 1425 Perry Avenue. Call 521-9496 if
you need more infor~ation.

MARCH 19
Saturday

SNAKE CREEK PASS. Easy Nordic and snowshoe. Meet at the
mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.m. Leader: Jim
Dalgliesh, 295-8749.

MARCH 19
Saturday

PFEIFFERHORN. For Alpine or competent Nordic skiers. A great
trip to some high, alpine country. Call the leader for details.
Gerry Horton, 262-8372.

MARCH 27
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL -- Stop by Alexis Kelner's for an evening of
fun and pleasant conversation. The address is 1201 First
Avenue and the phone number, 359-5387.
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APRIL 3
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL -- Grace and John Burton will be hosting the fun
at 2028 Sylvan Avenue {2075 South). Please call 467-5646 for
more informati~n.

APRIL 17
Sunday
6:00 p.m.

WINTER SOCIAL -- John Gattman will host the final social of the
season and it ought to be a good one. John lives at 1074 East
6th South and his phone number is 359-4693.

Mountaineering
Ramblings
By John Gattman
The past two years as Mountaineering Director have been a source of
joy and pride to me. We have done many more routes on our out-of-town trips
and added a one week trip to the Wind River Range· last summer. We have added
an ice climbing course and scheduled an event every month, including difficult
winter climbs. We have joined with the hikers to have an annual swimming
party and we have even promoted an annual ice skating party. Our Thursday
nights have been well-attended year around, and we have continued our Beginners
Climbing Course.
I attribute our successes to an enthusiastic 1975 climbing class, the
teaching efforts of Paul Horton and Renny Jackson, Mike Treshow who hosted the
swimming parties, Audrey Stevens for her great blast in September, John Mason
and others who handled the beer on Thµrsday nights, and the many people who
cooked on Thursday nights. Thanks ·to a11 of you. I hope the support wi 11
continue.
I regret that we have not seen the development of any outstanding climbers
even though this is not necessarily the intent of our program. I deeply regret
the lack of development of more competent woman climbers, especially leaders,
and I hope more interest and encouragement will be seen in the future.
And I said kill me on a mountain
And he said I will kill you where I please
And I said please, kill me on a mountain
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We met at the turnoff from Highway 95 to Natural Bridges Monument at 8:00 am,
Thursday morning after driving down from Salt Lake the previous night. · After
waiting for an hour for some people to show up, we decided to shuttle cars and
get started on the epic journey. Mike Hendrickson checked us in at the Kane Gulch
Ranger Station and there learned that our missing party had waited for us at the
station, had given up on us, and had taken off for Canyonlands.
The hike down Bullet Canyon was fairly easy except for one spot where you
can either climb down a waterfall formation (no water running though) or you can
stay higher up and find yourself on a cliff with no apparent easy way down. Ruth
and Mike T. opted for the waterfall while others went around and down the cliff.
Mike H. remembered his climb up the waterfall with ice and snow last year so he
wasn't thrilled with the idea of going down it this time. We all met at the
bottom in the stream bed where Taylor claimed that his way was easier because there
were stairs and a hand rail. Somehow we didn't quite believe him. The rest of
Bullet Canyon required a little bushwacking through the tamarisk. · We stopped at
one Indian ruin and found lots of broken pottery and even some tiny corn cobs
minus the corn. Christian and Lynn had gone on ahead of us and picked out a
nice spot to camp complete with running water. These two always seemed to be
miles ahead of everyone else during the entire trip.
Though the daylight disappeared early and the air got very chilly, it seemed
indecent to hit the sleeping bags at seven, so we all huddled around a nice warm
fire and enjoyed the peace and serenity of the canyon. Though it was Thanksgiving
Day; there weren't any big turkey dinners, but a few people had turkey and rice or
whatever. Taylor and I celebrated with the best Mexican tacos this side of the
border, while Mike managed to consume a huge steak.
The next day was to be the long·est of the trip so we all got an early start
and the weather hurried us along with icy cold winds and fast moving clouds. We
were now hiking in the main gulch and the canyon widened out quite a bit from the
narrowness of Bullet. There seemed to be Indian ruins every mile or so, but most
were inaccessible without some climbing skills or a good ladder. Just looking at
the buildings from the bottom of the canyon made you appreciate the skill of their
builders. You could see nicely shaped windows and doors and well-preserved walls.
Their inaccessibility has probably preserved them better than the ones which could
fall victim to souvenir hunters. We hiked 14 miles that day, with the fast-changing
weather causing some concern. If we got snow, we wanted to be as close as possible
to the exit point. Fortunately, it_cleared late in the afternoon but the air was
noticeably colder. (After returning to civilization, we learned that northern New
Mexico had received 26 inches of snow not too far from where we were.)
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Polly's Pasture was a pleasant camping spot with lots of dead wood from
spring flash floods, so we had a great fire and nursed ~ore muscles and blistered
feet while Christian shared some German humor with us and Lori sang a few songs
from the Erotic Muse.
Saturday morning was very cold and windy, but the sky was crystal clear.
It was amusing to watch people scurry from tents to the fire and try to put on
frozen boots. The big contest every morning was to see who would get up first
and start the fire. Christian usually won. We weren't sure about the water
supply for the remainder of the trip so everyone loaded up all the available
bottles, which made for heavier packs for the day. Our destination was the mouth
of Collins Canyon so we would have a quick hike out for the next day. Again we
saw lots of ruins, and June managed to hike up to several of them. The rest of
us were either too tired or too lazy. Camp that night was somewhat lacking in
nice flat spots for tents, but we managed anyway.
The hike out Collins was very easy; it only took an hour to get to the cars
where we enjoyed some nice cold drinks before the ride home. Since we had gotten
out so quickly, we decided to head for Blanding for breakfast. Mike H. and his
passengers took off while my crew in the van went to get Mike T. 'scar which was
waiting patiently for him at the head of Bullet Canyon. Unfortunately, the cold
Utah weather was too much for the Arizona blood in its veins and it refused to
start. First we pushed it until the car was headed uphill, then we towed it
onto the main highway and it finally woke up. By the time we caught up with the
other group, they had finished breakfast and it was time for lunch. The food was
barely average, but we were hungry so we ate quickly and prepared for the ride
back to SLC.
Taylor took off for Phoenix and Ruth, June, Bob and I had a good
trip back in my van.
Despite the cold weather, this was a very enjoyable trip through some fantastic
and beautiful country. The ruins are plentiful if you like to look at them, the
hiking is mostly flat streambed walking, and there is plenty of firewood available.
Water was not even as much of a problem as it could have been.
Participants: Mike Hendrickson (leader), June Viavant, Mary Manley, Ruth Holland,
Lori Webb, Mike Taylor, Bob Mccaig, Lynne Larsen, and Christian Hinrichs.
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP AND ELECTION MEETING
February 16, Wednesday

Zions Lutheran Church basement (enter through the
back door), 1070 Foothill Dr., at 8:00 pm.
Candidates for the Board of Directors will be
introduced and voted upon. Del Wiens will present
slides from his last six-month tour of Southern
Africa. Refreshments will be served.
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TWIN LAKES IN MIDWINTER (Other than '77)
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PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN STOLP

Annual Election Meeting
The nominating committee (Marty MacKnight, Sam Allan and Mike Omana) has
presented the following nominees for next year's Board of Directors:
President:

Dennis Caldwell
Michael Treshow

Secretary:

Peggy Taylor

Treasurer:

Mel Davis
Stewart Ogden

Boating:

Mary Manley

Conservation:

Walter Haas

Entertainment:

Marlene Austin
Karen Caldwell

Hiking:

Fran Flowers

Kayaking:

Jim Mason

Lodge:

Randy Taylor

Membership:

Michelle Holdaway

Mountaineering:

John Mason

Publications:

Joyce Sohler

Ski Touring:

Lyman Lewis

4-year Trustee:

Doti Marden

Nominations are officially closed with the publication of this list, but
space is provided on the ballot for write-ins.
The election meeting is at 8:00 pm. February 16 at Zion Lutheran Church.
If you cannot attend and want to cast an absentee ballot, request one by phone
or letter from our Secretary, Diana Schoenberg, 1219 Ridgedale Lane, Salt Lake
City, Utah, 84106. Mail or bring your marked ballots to the Wasatch Mountain
Club, c/o Timberline Sports, 3155 Highland Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84106.
To be counted, the ballot must be inside a sealed envelope which has been marked
on the outside with the word "Ballot" and with the voter's name. These ballots
will be picked up at 3 pm. on February 16. Ballots not delivered to the meeting
by voting time will not be counted.
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Kayaking
Kayakers interested in low-priced boating should check with John.Herbert.
He is getting a quantity order together and.should be able to save you a lot
of money. Representative prices are $1~0. for kits, $400. for finished boats
if he can order at least 15. All orders would be cash in advance plus freight
and tax. John Herbert: l-745-3029.
The cartoon, Hahn's Honchos is a regular feature of the American Whitewater
Journal. The latest issue includes five pages of information on reducing
dislocated shoulders as well as safety notes on helmets and kayak entrapment.
I've subscribed for four years and heartily recommend it. If you're interested
in whitewater, a subscription to this bi-monthly magazine can fill you in on
the details. Send $6.00 to: American Whitewater Journal
Circulation Manager
P.O. Box 51
Wallingford, Ct. 06492
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Mt. Olympus North Face Climb
December 11

by

John Gattman

Five adventurers started up the Z-trail shortly after 7 am on December
We roped up at the bottom of the slope which had only a dusting of
powder snow. Our 3-man team started with a delicate traversing, unprotected
lead (which Suzanne Key and I had taken two years ago). Burt Stolp and Steve
Schlang started a bit higher and went directly to the first reasonable tree.
They were soon far ahead of Bill Marsh, Mark Bradakis and me. After four
pitches we faced the bare slabs and overhangs which extended 500 feet ahead of
us. Burt and Steve, doing well on time,,angled left in two pitches to a good
line of trees which committed them to the ridge. Our rope went straight up
two pitches and angled to the right for two as the sun departed in the west.
11.

Burt and Steve had hit the ridge at 3 pm. and descended a west gully
after waiting for us an hour. They were at the cars at 5:30. Shortly afterwards they spotted our light. After two "delightful", l 50 foot, rappe 1s we
were able to begin stumbling down the bushy northwest gully. Earlier enthusiasm
seemed a bit faded when we arrived at the cars at 9:45 pm.
ROUTE REVIEW:
The western slabs of the north face have a variety of pleasant climbing,
mostly F4 with occasional F5 and F6 moves. Snow and ice increase the difficulty.
Protection is poor on the slabs even with pins. Traversing off before hitting
the ridge is blocked on both sides by drop-offs making some rappelling healthy.
Between 9 and 12 pitches encourages an early start, fast climbing, and only two
on a rope. The west ridge requires some precautionary traversing rappels. A
western gully should be descended.

••• •• • •••• *•••*•• *• *••• *•• *•*• *••••**•• ••
The green hills - how can it
be that they are green
eternally? Flowing streams how can it be; night and day
they never stand still? We
also, we can never stop. We
shall grow green eternally.
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Korean Pavilion,
1974 World's Fair
Spokane, Wash.

by Walter Haas
On October 21, 1976, the President signed a law called the Federal Land
Policy and Management Act of 1976, commonly known as the BLM Organic Act.
This law is designed to replace a large number of less general land management
laws dating back to the l870's. The BLM Organic Act represents a major change
in the policy of the Federal government towards public lands. Previously,
the government considered itself to be the custodian of public lands only until
they were withdrawn for some special government purpose, such as a National Park,
or until they were sold to private individuals or local government. Under the
terms of the new law, the Interior Department will retain control of public
lands except under certain exceptional circumstances.
The lands retained will be managed in accordance with the multiple land use/
sustained yield principle. Protection of the land is to be given a high priority.
Production on this land is also to be encouraged, to the extent consistent with
protection. The law requires the Secretary of the Interior to establish a thorough land use planning process for the management of all lands affected. The
Secretary is ordered by the law to begin an inventory of the public lands and
their resources, to be used in the planning process.
The BLM Organic Act sets forth a number of principles which the Secretary is
required to observe in the land use planning process. Priority is to be given
to "areas of critical environmental concern." The Secretary is required to evaluate the relative scarcity of all the values involved in the land use. Thus, if
coal could be mined equally well in an area of great scenic value and in another
area of lower scenic quality, the Secretary would be required to take this into
account in deciding where coal was to be mined. The Secretary is further specifically required by the law to evaluate recycling as an alternative to mineral
extraction. The land is to be managed with "consideration being given to the relative values of the resources and not necessarily to the ... greatest economic
return." The law requires the Secretary to give the public adequate opportunity
to comment upon and participate in the land use planning process.
The setting aside of land for one use to the exclusion of other uses is
called a "withdrawal." If 5000 acres or more are to be withdrawn, the Secretary
is required to submit an environmental impact statement to Congress, which may
veto the withdrawal. Areas of less than 5000 acres may be withdrawn by executive
decision of the Secretary. The law permits the Secretary or either House of Congress to initiate an emergency withdrawal to protect values that would otherwise
be lost. The extensive evaluation process is not required in an emergency withdrawal. As currently existing withdrawals expire, they are to be reevaluated in
the light of the new policies established by Congress, and the land use is to be
adjusted accordingly. The Secretary is specifically required to evaluate potential
wilderness covered by this act for withdrawal and protection under the Wilderness
Act.
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UTAH OUTDOOR RECREATION AGENCY OHV Study
Anyone interested in the use of off-highway vehicles ought to read
UORA's study, now in the final stages. A complete, unexp~rgated version is
ordered for the Mountain Club. Popular condensations will be available in
February or March.
The report points out that "the use of OHV's has been a subject of
heated controversy charged with opinions and supported by little valid information about the sport and its participants." Consultant Garrel Nicholes says
he has found no study like this one during his 18 month contract or before.
Gary also did an OHV study for Wyoming and a snowmobile study for Utah.
The study
and opponent.
-4-whee l ers and
the use of ATV
users in a few
control, won't

tries to be objective, reporting the views of both proponent
It includes a survey of present-day OHV use in Utah, mostly by
motorcyclists. Dune buggies are not nearly as important, and
(all terrain vehicles) has really dwindled. Interestingly,
remote Utah counties, tearful of the prospect of government
tell the researchers anything.

UORA recognizes OHV use as a legitimate form of recreation. It believes
that information is the key to planning. It finds a lack of hard data on
environmental dama,ge. It believes in a "corridor" concept of UHV use, minimizing conflicts and environmental damage, utilizing old roads of all kinds
and power line and railroad rights of way as much as possible. It quotes the
example of Brigham City, where the city leased 90 acres of private land for OHV
use and found abuse much decreased when people had a place to go close to home.
And much, much more--far too much to even summarize here.
During the study a few groups toured together to get people talking to each
other. I went on a tour in October to ride the old abandoned Transcontinental
Railroad grade. Participants were from the Salt Lake Tribune, U.S. Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation, American Motorcyclist Association, Forest Service, KUTV,
SLM, UORA, Four Corners Commission, and State Parks; Dan Green, from the Bear
River Association of Governments, is ·also a Sierra Clubber.
Dorde Woodruff
State Parks RV Advisory Board

Old railway bed traversed
by the UORA Study Group
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When the Wasatch Mountain Club was young.
Brighton and the old Brighton Hotel.

(From the WMC Archives)

NORDIC S'RACTICE
ITOURTO LAKE SOLITUDE
January 9

by Trudy Healy

December 12

We reach open country and ski onto
the top of a little drop-off. The whole
field settles, whooshes, and cracks.
This is test enough. Under these unstable conditions we surely don't feel
like continuing on the jeep road across
the big, open slope just below White
Pine Lake, and there's not enough snow
in the woods for a safer route.

by Trudy Healy

Well, it wasn't. Not Lake Solitude
anyway. You all know why: NO SNOW. But
Alta had some top quality powder on a
little north slope, just perfect to hide
from sight the jagged, but beautiful
granite boulders.
We all learned something about uphill and downhill, about falling down,
and about getting up. A practice hill
that small though becomes boring pretty
soon, so we had an early lunch in the
warm, springlike sun. Afterwards we
tracked up a narrow zigzag road and
had a fun run down.

Okay, so this little drop-off is
"summit." A good place to enjoy lunch.
The sun feels wonderful at an air temperature of 10° F, and the view from this
point is outstanding. Scraping rock
only now and then, the snow is really
excellent for the run down.

Since the sunshine was so enjoyable,
and the lack of snow so remarkable, the
decision was reached to have sun every
day, and every night fresh snow. How
about it, St. Peter?

Back at the cars, still early, Paul,
Tom, and Bob drive up to Albion Basin to
practice powder turns, the others disappear into the Valley smog.

Participants: Steve Healy, John
Hendrickson, Renu Jalota, Mary Manley,
Craig Olson, Alan Palumbo, Joy Ray, and
Trudy Healy, leader.

Leader: Paul Rubinfeld. Followers:
Tom Stephens, Chuck Ranney, Bob MacAig,
Steven and Trudy Healy.

Learning something about
getting up.
By, Trudy Healy
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APPLICATION

FOR MEMBERSHIP

WASA.TCH MOUNTAIN CWB

3155 Highlan:1 Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah 84106
363-7150
Telephone_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

NAP!E (Print)

---------------------------------- -----

lame of spouse (only if spouse wants membership also)
Address

ZIP

Occupation (Optional)

I hereby apply for membership in the Wasatch Mountain Club and enclose$
as my annual membership dues for the year_,....._.,...,., $-=----•of vhich is-f""o-r--a
subscription to the Rambler for the year and $4.00 entrance fee.
(If joining
during January thru August, dues are $6. 00 of which $5. 00 are for a Rambler subscription -- Spouse dues (non-subscribing) are $3.00 additional. If joining
during September thru December; dues are $3.00 of which $2.50 are for a Rambler
subscription -- Spouse dues (non-subscribing) are $1.50 additional. Add $4.00
entrance fee to each application, single or couple. Subscriptions are not deductable from dues.
I (do) (do not) desire to receive the Rambler.
I have attended tvo Club activities in the past 12 months as required for membership such as hikes, ski tours, camping trips, rock-hound trips or work parties and have been recommended by tvo trip leaders who are Club members. Events
such as lodge parties, vinter· socials, lectures, meetings, etc. are not activities qualifying for membership.
I agree to a.bide by all the rules and regulations of the Club as specified in the Constitution and Bylaws as determined by
the Board of Directors.
I am specifically interested in the items checked below:
Hiking _

Ski Touring_ Boating_ _ Mountaineering_ Cycling_ _ __

Conservation_ _ Writing and Editing_ _ Organizing social activities_ _ __

-

Lodge Work

Photograpqy

;

CLUB ACTIVITIES ATTENDED:

~

------------------

Othe.:1r
-~

Signature of
recommending
1. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Date_____Trip Leader_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
2. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. Oate_____Trip Leader_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
(Note:

The signature of a Director may be substituted for one Trip Leader.)

Signature of Applicant
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KEIJY

We're
more than
Just a
mountain
store.

SIERRA DESIGN
NORTHFACE
DIOlHNARD

Terinis
Water Skiing
Kayaking
Backpac_king
Climbing
Skiing

GAUBIIR

Specialists in lightweight ba::k
packing, mountaineering and
ski touring equipment.

~·~Lt

1

fflOUNTdlNEEA
SPORTS

TllfREllUPIE
f POflff. '"'·

University Store
207 South 1300 East
Trolley Square
Bay 3
Al10 Rental and Repair
1035 East 20C•&outh

3I 55 Highland Dr. • Phone 466-2101
Salt Lake City, Utah 84106

582-2338

ENERGY MISER -- BLUE RIBBON HOMES

G

Qua Iity Service

*

10" INSULATION IN ATTIC
6 INSULATION IN WALLS
HEAT CIRCULATING FIREPLACES
DOUBLE PANE INSULATING GLASS
iN WINDOWS AND DOORS
•. ....-SAVE ON FUEL COSTS EACH MONTH

•

*
*

11

Sam Allan ''BLUE RIBBON REALTOR''
WE HAVE A NEW ADDRESS BUT WE, RE STILL THE SAME !

545 E. 4500 S. Professional Plaza
Suite E 130 Murray, Utah 84107
Office: 261-2791
Home: 942-3149
18
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