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Wasatch Mountain Club 
Persons wishing to become members of the Wasatch Mountain Club should request, either 
by telephone or in writing, an application form from the Club's Membership Director. 
Upon such notification, prospective members will receive free two consecutive issues 
of the Club's Schedule of Activities and a full application form with instructions 
for joining. Dues are as follows: $10.00 Regular (single), $15.00 Spouse (double) 
and a $5.00 initiation fee. 
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THE RAMBLER is published monthly by the Deadline for THE RAMBLER is the 15th 
WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB, Inc., 3155 High- of each month. 
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB 
ATTENTION--RAMBLER EDITOR 
3155 Highland Drive 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106 

JOHN MASON, Managing Editor 
THANKS .... to Lois Shipway, Dale 
Gre~n, and Alexis Kelner. 



Club Activities-April 1980 
-----------------------------------
Ski Touring, General CoITu-nents 

• Call 942-4059 for avalanche information: 
• Club equipment--probes, may be borrowed from John Riley, 3639 Palisades Dr., 485-256 7 

Also, a portable toboggan is available. 
• Tour leaders may request you bring shovels, avalanche chords, and pieps as t:1ey deem 

necessary. 

Hildng, General Comments 

Spring hikes are generally easy with pace and 1ength adjusted to the party. 
Since the ground can be wet or snow-covered, wear me<lium weight, water-resistant boot: 
to avoid cold wet feet. Carry an extra jacket for protection against cold upper 
elevation winds. Hikes are rated on the basis of length, elevation gain, and diffi­
culty of terrain - 0 to 3.0 is easy, 3.0 to 7.0 would be moderate to energetic, 
over 7.0 difficult and registration generally will be required. Contact the leader 
Monday to Thursday on week of hike for information and registration if required. 

April 4-6 
Fri.-Sun. 

April 5 
Saturday 

April 5 
Saturday 

April 6 
Sunday 

April 6 
Sunday 

April 10 
Thursday 
7:30 p.m. 

COYOTE GULCH FAMILY BACKPACK. Call leader Bi 11 Yates at l /723-3853 for 
details. 

CITY CREEK CANYON SPRING HIKE. Meet at entrance gate at 9:00 a.m. 
Leader Carl Bauer, 355-6036. 

LONE PEAK. MsO. Any equipment (alpine or nordic), snowshoers welcome, 
ice axes helpful. Tour leaves Draper Corners promptly at 7:00 a.m. 
Leader Larry Swanson, 278-3269. · 

BALO EAGLE MOUNTAIN. NTO. This area is destined to· be another down~ 
hill ski resort. Call to register. Leader John Riley, 485-2567. 

BIG BEACON HIKE. Rating .3.5. Meet at the east end of Hogle Zoo parking 
lot at 9:00 a.m. Leader George Healy, 583-3411. 

CONSERVATION COMMITTEE WORKING MEETING at Bi 11 Vfavant I s, 218 Iowa _ 
St. (940 East). Please come even if you don't phone ahead! Bill 
Viavant, 532-4289; Dick Snyder, 262-4695. 

COVER: East Face of the Grand Teton. Aerial photo byLarry 
Swanson and Alexis Kelner. 
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Apr. ll-13 MT. WISTER-TETON SKI MOUNTAINEERING. Ten-mile ski tour into Alaska 
Fri.-Sun. Basin on the west side of the Tetons. The climb will involve several 

roped pitches along the snow ridge. Leave Friday at 5:00 p.m. Call 
John Rehmer for details, 467-0184. 

Apr. ll-13 RUBY MOUNTAINS. MsD. This is an exploratory trip. Call early to 
Fri.-Sun. register as there will be a limit to number of participants. Leader 

Dwight Nicholson, 583-6045. 

April l l 
Friday 

April 12 
Saturday 

April 12 
Saturday 

April 13 
Sunday 

April 13 
Sunday 

April l3 
Sunday 

April 13 
Sunday 
10:00 a.m 

April l3 
Sunday 

April 18 
Friday 

KAYAK POOL PRACTICE (7-9 p.m.) Beginners especially welcome, instructio~ 
in Eskimo rolls. Northwest Multipurpose Center Pool, 1300 West 300 North 
(by the Fairgrounds). Contact John Schelll, 268-2489. 

GREEMS BASIN. MoD. Call to register. Leader Mike Treshow, 467-1022. 

PERKINS PEAK HIKE. Rating 4.5. Meet at the east end of Hogle Zoo park­
ing lot at 9:00 a.m. Leader Karl Lagerberg, 581-9826. 

PENCIL POINT (east of GM Building) and beyond (?) hike. Meet at the 
eastern edge of Foothill K-Mart parking lot at 9:00 a.m. Leader John 
Veranth, 278-5826. 

LAKE BLANCHE TO MINERAL FORK. MsD. Alpine equipment only. Call to 
register. The leaders are none other than Dave and Annie George, 
359-8177. 

WEBER RIVER ICE BREAKER KAYAK TRIP, Henefer to Devils Slide. Beginner -
Intermediate. Leader Bill Sill, 278-1193. 

RAFTING WORK PARTY. Put on your grubbies and help check out the rafts. 
We expect those who want to raft this year to come and lend a hand. 
Location: The Storage Center, 4317 South 300 West, Unit #214. In case 
of rain or snow this event will be postponed until one week later 
(April 20), same time and place. Questions, call Chuck Ranney or Wayne 
Slagle. 

END OF THE SEASON SOCIAL at the Berger's home, 2250 Pheasant Way. Enter 
from Highland Drive approximately 5650 South. For further information, 
call Kay at 278-7412. 

KAYAK POOL PRACTICE. (See April 11.) Write for information. Contact 
John Schell, 268-2489. 

April 19-20 CAPITOL REEF CAR CAMP AND DAY HIKE. Call leader Mike Hendrickson, 
Sat.-Sun. 942-1476, for details and car pooling. 

April 19 THE ANNUAL GOURMET SKI TOUR. Rating delicious. A high gourmet tour 
Saturday this year to Catherine Pass. This is a formal affair, black tie, 

table cloths and napkins. Leader GHle Dick. Meet at the mouth of 
~ig Cottonwood Canyon at 9:00 a.~. 

April -!9 LIMEi<I N GULCH-DRY CANYON S~'RlNG HIKt:, Meet at parking lot of 
Satuf'.Jay ~h' "i"(~ ,ospi Lal at 8·30 a.rn. Leader Carl Bauer, 355-6036. 
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April 20 

Sunday 

April 20 
Sunday 

April 23 
Wednesday 

April 25 
Friday 

April 26-27 
Sat.-Sun. 

STANSBURY PEAK llIKE. Rating 5.0. Call leader Elmer Boyd, 969-7814, 
for information and to register. 

SOUTH RIDGE OF MT. SUPERIOR. This climb involves several exposed 
snow and rock pitches, and a long slog down off the peak. To 
register, call Mark Bradakis, 486-4245. 

CLUB MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL. Evening session. See the article on 
the school in this Rambler for details. 

NO KAYAK POOL PRACTICE TONIGHT. 

DEWEY BRIDGE TO MOAB KAYAK TRIP. A beginner trip on Class II water. 
Bring a wetsuit; the water is in the low 40 1s. We'll camp at Rock 
Garden rapid Friday night and run our trip from there. To reach 
our camp take route 163 south and turn left on route 128 just, before 
Moab. Drive approximately 16 miles on 128. Campsite is on the left. 
Leader Dan Thomas, 561-5667. 

Apr. 26-27 KING'S PEAK. Aged leader considering making a single~ day of 
Sat. into Sun. skiing Utah's highest peak. Registration required. Leader Larry 

Swanson, 278-3269. 

April 26 
Saturday 

April 26 
Saturday 

April 26 
Saturday 

April 27 
Sunday 

May 2-4 
Fri.-Sun. 

May 2 
Friday 

May 3-4 
Sat.~Sun. 

CLUB MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL. Field session. See the article on the 
school in this Rambler for details. 

UTAH WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION CONVENTION. Hotel Newhouse, Crystal 
Room. See article for more details. 

STANSBURY PEAK HIKE #2. Rating 5.0. Meet leader George Swanson, 
466-3003, at parking lot 13th East and Simpson Avenue at 8:00 a.m. 

BIG BEACON. Rating 3.5. Meet at the east end of Hogle Zoo parking 
lot at 9:00 a.m. Leader Oscar Robison, 943-8500. 

BUCK MOUNTAIN-TETON SKI MOUNTAINEERING. A technical climb of the east 
ridge from Moose. Leave Friday at 5:00 p.m. Call John Rehmer at 
467-0184 for details. 

KAYAK POOL PRACTICE. See April 11 for details. 

DEWEY BRIDGE TO MOAB RAFTING OPENER (BEGINNER). Hurrah! It's time 
for the annual rafting season opener. This is the chance for beginner 
and old timer alike to enjoy the beautiful Colorado River scenery 
and perfect your boating skills (new boat captains also). Departure 
will be Friday evening as usual from the boat house, 4317 South 
300 West, and return Sunday. Life vests, of course, are required 
as are river bags for equipment since this is an overnighter. Work 
party will be Monday, April 28 at the boat house at 5:30 p.m. 
To insure a position on this scenic weekender, get your $20 deposit 
to trip leader Kerry Amerman, 2146 East 1300 South, Salt Lake 
City, 84105, 583-4403. 
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May 3-4 
Sat.-Sun. 

May 3 
Saturday 

May 3 
Saturday 

May 4 
Sunday 

May 9 
Friday 

May 10 
Saturday 

May 16 
Friday 

May 17-18 
Sat. -Sun. 

May 19 
Monday 

May 29-June l 
Thurs.-Sun. 

ANTELOPE SPRINGS ROCKHOUND TRIP. Trilobites and more. Call leader 
Elmer Boyd, 969-7814, for details and car pooling by Wendesday, 
April 30. 

GRANDEUR PEAK WEST RIDGE. Rating 5.5. Meet at Olympus Hills 
parking lot near Bagel Nosh at 8:30 a.m. Leader Wick Miller, 583-5160. 

CLUB MOUNTAINEERING SCHOOL. Field session. See article in this 
Rambler. 

DRY CANYON SPRING HIKE. Meet at the north end of University Hospi­
tal parking lot at 9:00 a.m. Leader Doug Stark, 277-2298. 

KAYAK POOL PRACTICE. See April 11 for details. 

EXPERIENCE CLIMB. A technical climb designed to further the experience 
of both mountaineering school participants and any other club member. 
Details in the May Rambler. 

LAST KAYAK POOL PRACTICE. See April 11 for details. 

DOLORES RIVER RAFT TRIP. Beginner-Intermediate. The Dolores will 
soon be dammed, so this could be our last run. The last several 
years this has been one of our most popular trips with balmy air 
and beautiful scenery. The trip is limited to 35 people and the 
number of beginners we can take may be restricted to get enough ex­
perienced paddlers on each boat. Send your $20 deposit to Chuck 
Ranney, 665 Fifth Avenue, #12, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103, 363-7285. 
Trip leader needed, please volunteer. 

TRIP LIST FOR LODORE. Kayak Tour List needs to be submitted. If 
interested, contact Bill Sill ~t 278-1193. 

DESOLATION/GRAY CANYONS RA~T TRIP. Intermediate. We couldn't get 
our usual Memorial Day weekend permit this year, but the only 
difference is the extra day of vacation time required. This four­
day trip starts out placid and gets progressively more exciting. The 
scenery is excellent and the weather usually matches it. Send your 
$20 deposit to Bill Yates, 625 West 600 South, Brigham City, Utah 
84302, 1/723-3853. 

DUES II 

Remember ... Dues are due by April 16. 

Na dues ..... no M0y RAMBLER! 
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Conservation Notes 
The undersigned are substituting for Mike Omana, who will be out of the city for 

several months. 
At the March 5 meeting of the Board, we approved a contribution of $250 to the 

Utah Wilderness Association, confident that the Association, headed by Dick Carter, 
will continue its excellent work protecting and pursuing the interests of the Mountain 
Club. Since this is your money, we think you should know about its use! 

We need help!!! We want an activist Conservation Corrrnittee.to concentrate on 
both local and national issues facing us this year: 

MX Missile siting 
Wasatch National Forest Management Plan 
River Management plans 
BLM Wilderness Study Areas 
Utah State Wilderness Corrrnittee (from some of their 

recommendations, we feel they left the word Anti- out of their title!) 

This list is surely incomplete. Please send us suggestions for additions to it, 
and most importantly, come help do something about the issues! 

We propose a first meeting of the Club Conservation Committee on Thursday, 
April 10 at 7:30 p.m. at Bill Viavant 1s house (218 Iowa Street - 940 East 200 South). 

For more information call DICK SNYDER, 262-4695 or BILL VIAVANT, 532-4289. 

Utah Wilderness Association 
Convention 

In cooperation with other conservation and civic groups and to promote Utah 
public land and wilderness issues the Utah Wilderness Association will hold the 
First Annual Utah Wilderness Association Conference on April 26, 1980. The confer­
ence will be held here in Salt Lake City at the Hotel Newhouse. The focus of this 
conference will be "Wilderness and Utah in the 1980 1 s 11 and the attendant importance 
of effective, rational and meaningful public input relative to these public land/ 
wilderness issues. Convention participants will discuss current Utah wilderness 
issues and propose and discuss future actions on Utah's public lands. 

We have invited local, state and federal officials, including the governor of 
Utah and Senator Jake Garn, to explain their perspective on Utah wilderness. In the 
spirit of a mountain man rendezvous the conference will provide an encouraging and 
uplifting experience. 

For more information, contact Utah Wilderness Association, 523 Judge Building, 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111, 359-1337. 
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From the President 
When I was a new club member not long ago (time flies when you're ~aving fun), 

I often wondered what I could do to be more active, and what the club was doing be­
sides the usual social and outdoor activities (if anything). 

First, there's no limit to the amount of participation possible. What do you 
like most? Hiking? Boating? Climbing? Whatever it is, we probably have a director 
for it. He's elected by the membership to serve on the Board of Directors for 
one year to plan the related activities. But he, or she, can't do it alone. So 
each director has a committee. And this is where you can fit in. If you're inter­
ested in conservation, publications, or whatever, phone the appropriate director 
and see if you can't participate, or just throw out some ideas. 

Secondly, there are quite a few things going on that aren't obvious but need 
doing. Of paramount importance recently has been the renovation of the WMC lodge. 
This has taken all kinds of help from a number of people and spearheading by such 
,stalwarts as Dennis Caldwell and Alexis Kelner. And while I'm at it, overhauling 
old buildings doesn't come cheap; raising the money to do all this takes considerable 
effort. The latest great SUPER BASH toward this goal is just over, and I want to 
first thank the organizing committee: Ann McDonald, Larry Hoskins, Ruth Rogers, 
Mel Davis, Bill Viavant, Dorothy Holland and any other that I've missed. Also thanks 
from all of u·s to those merchants who contributed the prizes so generously, especi­
ally Frostline, Kirkhams, Holubar, Mountaineer Sports, and Timberline. 

There are some other doings that might interest you, but I'll keep it brief. 
Constitutions, Articles of Incorporation and By-laws somehow don't turn most of us 
on. But ours are in dire need of overhaul. And this is being taken care of thanks 
to a primo committee appointerl hy outgoing President Dennis Caldwell. The Board 
will keep everyone apprised of developments and put any recommended changes to a vote 
as soon as possible. 

Then there are the nevt~r-end i ng needs in the con serv at ion area. The MX, "Sage­
brush" rebellion, RARE II, wilderness, snowmobiles, trailb·ikes, ad nauseum. 

All are under study or discussion. And if you don't think you share a majority 
view, don't 1-1orry. The conservation committee welcomes and encourages (well, 
welcomes), your view and input. 

The "routine" of planning the various activities is the most indispensible 
board function, and having gone full circle, let's end this note encouraging 
everyone to share in the planning as well as participating in the WMC activities. 

- Mike Treshow 



Mountaineering Rainblings 
By Bob McCaig 

For all those warm weather climbers it is once again time to come out of hiber­
nation. Our summer climbing activities will begin Thursday night, April 3, at 
Pete's Rock. Pete's Rock is located at approximately 5500 South Wasatch Blvd. If you 
are unable to comprehend addresses, it's the large quartzite rock to the east of 
Wasatch Blvd. with the big Numbers painted on it. All members, and all those inter­
ested in possibly joining the club are welcome to participate. The regulars gather 
around 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., do some occasional bouldering, drink whatever is av__ailable, 
and if their ego demands it, attempt a top-roped climb. 

If you are an experienced climber, but new to the club, you will find the club 
structure is fairly informal. The best way to establish your desirability as a 
climbing associate is to attend the Thursday night sessions. The Thursday night 
regulars are often content to stand around, drink and B.S. until the hamburgers are 
ready. So it is often necessary to ask someone to go climb. Most of the club 
climbers are safe to climb with, but if everyone begins at laugh at your selection 
you might reconsider. Those most eager to climb usually arrive early, and they rare­
ly have prearranged climbing partners. 

About the first Thursday in May we will retreat up to Storm Mountain picnic 
ground for the rest of the summer. As Bill Shepard is still a member of the 
California jet set, I will need volunteers to bring potable refreshments, as well 
a5 cook hamburgers. If you have difficulty making friends, this is_an easy way to 
get people to like you for at least one evening. 

Club members interested in learning how to climb will want to sign up for the 
club climbing course taught by Paul Horton. Fore more details, there is an article 
elsewhere in this Rambler. 

The recent heavy snowfall indicates we will have an excellent spring climbing 
season in the Wasatch. I will be scheduling the traditional routes and experience 
climbs. Last year several club members established a renewed interest in some of 
the technical routes on Mt. Olympus, and I will be scheduling some of those climbs. 
April's schedule also includes some winter-type climbs for the diehards still 
willing to get frostbite. 

Anyone interested in supporting the American Women's 1980 Expedition to 
Dhaulagiri I should send contributions to: 

American Women's 1980 Expedition to Dhaulagi.ri 
P.O. Box 1857 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

I al so have i nforrrrat fon on- expedition T-shirts and treks to the basecamp for 
those that might be interested. 

JOHN GOTTMAN MEMORIAL FUND. 
Work ts tn the preliminary stages to establish a John Gottman Memorial Fund. 

This effort will be co-sronsored by the WMC, Holubar, and Timberline Sports. Funds 
1-:i 11 be raised by means of a Jrogram featuring a film or speaker. I am open for 
suggestions on how the fund r3n be used. John had a wide variety of interests in 
Utah, along the \~as.;.tctl Front. c:n:i ta,:': in the Midwest. Hopefully the fund can help 
to perretu2te some~~ thos2 interests. 
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Rafting 1980 

By Chuck Ranney and Wayne Slagle 

Welcome to the 1980 rafting season. With your cooperation we will have lots of 
fun and thrills while keeping the risks to a minimum. 

For your convenience in planning your su11111er vacation time, we are scheduling 
the following trips: 

May 3-4 
May 17-18 
May 29-June l 

Early June 

Late June 

July 19 

August 7-9 
August 17 

Dewey Bridge to Moab - Beginner 
Dolores River, Colorado - Beginner/Intermediate 
Desolation/Gray Canyons of the Green - Intermediate 
(4 days - 2 vacation days) 
San Juan River - Beginner 
(4 or 5 days - 2 or 3 vacation days) 
Yampa River - Intermediate/Advanced 
(4 days - 2 to 4 vacation days) 
Main Salmon - Advanced 
(l week including travel; need leader) 
Lodore 
Main Salmon 

Do not attempt to sign up from this schedule; watch the Rambler schedule of 
activities for sign-up information. We plan to schedule some weekend trips to Al­
pine Canyon of the Snake and some weekend family trips to Alpine and Dewey Bridge 
during the summer. We also want to run a trip or two to Cataract (four days), 
Westwater (weekend), or Hells Canyon (about five days). It has been years since 
we ran Cataract and there are some new options for the Lake Powell portion which 
we can explore if enough people are interested. Let us know if you want to run 
Cataract or one of the other two. 

Praise be to Odin and have a fun summer. 

RAFTING REGULATIONS 

1. Life jackets must be worn at all times while on the river and while loading and 
unloading boats that are in the water. This regulation will be strictly en­
forced by the trip leaders, and anyone who flagrantly violates this rule will 
be barred from future trips. The club will not rent life jackets so plan to buy 
a good type I jacket, cost is about $18-20. 
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2. A person is a-ssured of a position on a trip upon receipt of a $20 deposit by the 
trip leader as listed in the Rambler. Verbal intent to go will not confirm a 
reservation. The deposit will not be returned if you drop out within seven 
days before departure and may not be returned at the leader's d.iscretion for an 
earlier cancellation if doing so will jeopardize the trip. One other important 
point, you must be a club member before you can go on the rafting trip, so if 
you haven't joined yet, get moving! 

3. The work party prior to the trip is absolutely essential to the success of the 
trip. It is usually held two to five days before departure and at this time the 
cooking assignments are given, transportation arranged, and the remaining money 
collected. Not to attend the work party inconveniences everyone else on the 
trip, so please show up. 

4. The cost of the raft trips is $4/person/day for use of the boats and equipment. 
Transportation and food costs vary with each trip and are extra. 

5. Each person on the trip is expected to do his/her share of the work involved 
with the trip. If you want to be waited on and don't want to paddle or help 
carry gear, then please go on a commercial ~rip. We don't need you. 

o, The trip leader is the final authority of the trip, and the captain is t~e sole 
master of the raft; so ~lease respect their decisions. These people take a 
tremendous amount responsibility and would appreciate your cooperation. 

7. Each trip member is required to sign a release of liability form which recognizes 
that river running is an inherently dangerous sport and releases the club, trip 
leader, and boat captains from liability. 

8. The dates listed for the trips are for time on the water. Departure is usually 
the evening before. 

9. Helmets are required for advanced trips - no exceptions. 

QUALIFICATIONS 

River trips will be classified according to estimated difficulty and participants 
will be classed according to experience and ability. This is done not only to aid 
the trip leader in filling the boats with well-rounded crews, but also to provide 
for the safety of all members. The trip leader has the responsibility for deciding 
the qualifications of participants. In general, trip position is held in the order 
that deposits are received, but the ability to handle the rapids expected on the 
trip will be a consideration. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Beginner 

Intermediate 

Advanced 

QUALIFICATIONS 

Physical ability, willingness to work, must be 
\~MC member. 

As above, experience on at least one other trip. 

As above, experienced on at least two inter­
me:f:ate trips; ability to handle intermediate 
~~d ~dvanced river situations. 



TRIP Talk talk talk t lk t2 
Uphill Miracles 
By Andy White March 15, 1980 

. What do peanut butter and honey 
sandwiches, nylon cord, and TV dinner 
serving trays have to do with skiing 
uphill? 

Well, the TV trays, nothing. 
That demonstration was a total failure . 

. The peanut butter and honey (or 
was it honey and peanut butter?) sort 
of demonstrated the problems of putting 
hard waxes on top of soft, though 
Safeway's sandwich bread proved a poor 
substitute for skis. This display was 
probably most appreciated by the 
session's hungry mentor after it 
served its other functions. 

The nylon cord, though it didn't 
make vertical ascents possible, with 
three or four loops around the ski 
greatly enhanced one's ability to 
trek uphill. It's sort of a poor (but 
happy) man's set of climbing skins. 

After the in-depth technical 
analysis of frictional coefficients, 
force vectors, and mass attractiveness 
distribution (using such terms as 
"grababil ity", "gooey", "positive 
placement podiatry", and "Wasatch 
Mountain quick-step") held at the 
U.S.C. Auditorium (Upper Spruces 
Campground log cabin), The student 
body took a brief field trip into 
Day's Fork. 

It was here they made a start­
ling discovery: Learning to go UPHill 
before you've got your confidence going 
Downhill is sort of like learning to 
fly a plane before you learn how to 
land it. At various points along the 
return trip it was hard to tell which 
event had proceeded the observed dis­
aster areas. Unlike many plane 
wrecks however, we were able to truth­
fu1ly report that all "student pilots" 
survived. 
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The graduation banquet was held at 
the Canyon Inn immediately following the 
course. Diplomas, in the form of Poor 
(but happy) Man's Climbing Skins 
(many marked with purple wax), were 
awarded to all who'd seen the light, 
and they all lived happily ever after. 

Professor Emeritus: Andy White. 
Honor Roll Graduates: Pam Ris"low, 

Thure anJ Tina Carling, Howard and 
Georae l~e 11 s. 

5ropouts: Lori Webb. 

Catherine Pass Snowshoe Trip 
By John Dawson February 13, 1980 

It was snowing lightly as three 
skiers and two snowshoers walked up 
to the lodge at Brighton, and the 
snowbanks were high, but we still had 
no suspicion of what was to come. 

We started off in the direction 
of the trail, only to find it more 
desirable to follow the existing 
tracks, even though they did not go 
the right way. We soon caught up with 
the makers of these tracks and found 
out how hard it was to make our own in 
the soft deep snow. 

Our leader, wearing wide-track 
snowshoes, had to break trail even if 
somecne else went first. This was 
one trip where no one ran off ahead 
of the group; most of us tried to be 
last, and trailbreakers were heres. 

Finally by nearly one o'clock we 
made it to Catherine Lake. After a 
brief attempt by some to go on to the 
pass, we looked for shelter from the 
blowing snow, ate lunch, and hastily 
departed. It was much easier going 
dmvn. 

Participants: Elmer Boyd, leader; 
David Neal, Joe Hall, Joy Ray, 
Charlie Keller and wife, and John 
Dawson. The Kellers joined the trip 
on the climb to Dog Lake. 



Clayton Peak 

By Mari 1yn Earle 
Six of us showed up on a bright 

Saturday morning for a cross-country 
ski trip to Clayton Peak. Unfortunate­
ly, our leader did not show up. 
(Where were you, George?) Chuck 
Ranney volunteered to take over the 
leadership and soon we were on our 
way. It was only the second time I 
had been on skis this year and, for 
some strange reason, it never occurred 
to me that we would actually go all 
the way to the peak. The write-up 
said "Clayton Peak" but it just didn't 
register! We started at Brighton and 
went up the north side of the Mary 
run and then cut up through the 
trees. We kept winding our way 
through the trees and switch-backed 
our way up the mountain. It became 
apparent that we were heading for the 
very top! I always enjoy a challenge 
and found the steep snow fields to be 
challenging, to say the least. At 
one point where we were switch-backing 
up a steep hill, I made the mistake 
of looking down just before doing a 
kick turn and almost froze in my 
tracks! I'm glad the avalanche re­
port vvas "favorable." 

We made it to the top by noon, 
and after a hasty lunch (it was cold 
up there), we got ready for the des­
cent. We took a different way down 
and there was lots of room to do tele­
mark turns; or attempt to do telemark 
turns as the case may be. The snow 
got worse and wcrse as we went down, 
but the trip was well worth it. I 
would love to try it again with some 
good powder sncw. 

Participants: Chuck Ranney, 
leader; John Riley, Bruce Pi sch, 
~err/ r. ,·L;n, and Ken it ar'J Marilyn 
Earle. 
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Days Fork Ala Snowshoes 

By Anonymouse March 8, 1980 
"Isn't it nice to be where the 

snow is clean and the people aren't," 
she ask~d, meaning to add, " ... swarm­
ing all over?" 

It was a game of 20 Questions 
(extended to 2,000) intended to lead 
to new discoveries in an often traveled, 
but seldom seen canyon. Beyond t~e 
first meadow above the Spruces 
Campground, the Day's Fork trail was 
little more than an occasionally- -
crossed set of tracks left by some 
earlier "tunnel visioned" winter 
traveler. 

"Why are some of the quak ies a 
shade of green while the others are 
white?" -

"Are those coyote tracks?" 
"Which way was the rabbit going?" 
"When those two tracks meet, how 

come the rabbit is the only one leaving? 
What happened to the coyote?" 

"Why do trees grow tall and 
slender in the mountains, but short 
and fat in the valley? And since that's 
the case, why don't I move to the 
Mountains?" 

"Is it lunch time yet?" 
"This snow is like detergent." 
"Hey! These tracks stop in the 

middle of nowhere." 
All questions weren't answered, 

but Jerry did find out·why you don't 
normally bear left of the center ridge 
when coming out at the bottom. Had 
it not been for the intervening trees, 
he wouldn't have had to walk any of 
that slope. 

A closing touch/ was aimed at 
skiers' machismo as Jerry and Andy 
~aid down a perfect set of figure B's 
);c finish the trip. 

r· • Leaders (in alphabetical order) : 
Jerry Powelson, Joy Ray, Andy White. 

Followers (in alphabetical order): 
Jerry Powelson, Joy Ray, Andy White. 



Kayaking 1980 
By John Schell 

With the deep snowpack in the moun~ains, l9SO s ould be a great year for WMC 
kayakers. A schedule which covers trips ar,d tours hrough May is included in this 
Rambler. Hopefully, 3. more complete schedu1e for t e summer v:ill be ready for the 
Mav Rambler. The schedule wil 1 include trips for 2:. 1 1eve1s of ability, t>ec, lnn::r 
th~ough advanced. Please take the ratings seri0Jsly and do not try to go on trips 
above your abilHy, I"i' you have interest i;1 a c 1p that is not scheduled, 
do ~0t ~esitat2 to call your friendly kayaki~g d;,2ctor. 

f\s in -::he past, a "tour" refers to a mu:::i-j:,y trip on v,hich we trave1 se1f­
,:ontcined, staying overnight on the river. Tr11s :_.,,:::: Jf travel requ!res a certain 
degree • f corfidence in the Eskimo roll and i~ ·: itewater technique. 
A kayak "tr1pH refers to running a str,.0 tch of ,·her and 
,-eturning to our cars to camp at nigi1t. K2_yak~rs new to our program must go on 
some trips in the beginning of the year so th:.':: vie can assess your abi 1ity before 
you will be allowed on to~rs. Although no formal policy exists for assessing an 
individual's kayaking ability, it is hc;:,ed that the kayaker vlill take into c,ccour.t 
his or her ability when considering a particular trip. This does not mean advanced 
beginners cannot go on intermediate trips, but it does mean a rank beginner cannot 
go on an intermediate trip. The trip leader and/or kayaking director will make the 
final decision as to whether a kayaker is capable of going on a particular trip. 

At this writing, we have had mostly good luck with permit applications. We 
have received several permits including Middle Fork, Desolation, Main, Selway 
(possibly Grand Canyon) and Lodore. Again we are pushing for new kayakers and have 
scheduled pool practice starting April 11. There is a Dewey Bridge to Moab beginner 
trip and possible Greys Canyon trips, depending on interest. This is a great year 
for starting kayaking! 

Beginners Clitnbing Course 
The goal of the Beginner Climbing Course is to teach beginners the basics of snow 

and rock climbing. The course will provide the skills and knowledge required to 
follow experienced climbers up technical routes, and a background for WMC experience 
limbs and mountaineering high camps. Because climbing and climbing classes can be 

langerous, students are expected to pay attention and to take the instruction 
.erious1y. 

WHO: WMC members only. No experience required - only an interest in learning 
to climb. 

WHEN: Mandatory registration with Paul Horton (359-4693 or 364-0728) by Wednes­
day, April 23. An evening session will be held Wednesday, April 23, at 
6:00 p.m., at Bob McCaig's hou.se (2879 South 300 East). Outdoor sessions 
wi 11 be •,e 1 d 0:1 A;:iri 'I 26 and M'ay 3 at a time ar.d pl ace to be announced. 
The evening ::lasses will last a few hours; the day clas,ses, most of the 
day. 1\ttendan::e at all ses$ions is required. 
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FEE: 
EQUir-: 

MENT 

WARNING; 

ROCK CLIMBERS 

With the current high rate of inflation (and even greater 
increase in leather prices) our suppliers are again increasing 
their prices. For the month of April only, Holubar is maintaining 
the old prices on our rock climbing shoes. Act now to insure your 
spring and summer climbing pleasure at last year's prices. 

NEW OLD SAVE 
E. B. Is 72.00 62.00 10.00 
Robbins Varappe 73.50 58.00 15.50 
Vasque Ascender 81.00 65.00 16.00 

Price limited to stock on hand. 

Also, don't miss our every day· low prices on webbing and Perlon 

1" Tubular White 4400 lb. test 
l" Tubular Colors 4400 lb. test 
9mm Perlon 
8mm Perlon 
7mm Perlon 

HOLUBAR MOUNTAINEERING 

4385 South State 
261-3071 

$10, payable at the first session. 

12¢/ft. 
19¢/ft. 
45¢/ft. 
40¢/ft. 
35¢/ft. 

Mon.-Wed. 10-6 
Thurs.-Fri. 10-8:30 
Sat. 10-6 

cord. 

Boots or rock shoes, hard hat, nylon webbing (one inch by 20 feet), three 
carabiners and a brake bar (or five carabiners) are required. For the 
May 3 class an ice axe ,,Jill be necessary. Bring any otHet' gear you may 
have, such as nuts and slings. Only the webbing is required for the 
evening class. 
Borrow the gear if you can, buy it if you must, but have it! Some ice 
axes may be available for loan, and it is possible to rent them from local 
climbing stores. If you have any questions or problems concerning equip­
i1ent, then don't get i~,y until after the first class when we will discuss 
1 •• However, yo~ must bring the webbing to the evening class. 
T~e class i~ limited to 20 par~icipants so register soon. 
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