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RAMBLER INFORMATION 
IF YOU MOVED: Please notify the WMC Membership 
Director, 888 South 200 East Suite 111, SLC UT 84111, of 
your new address. 

IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE YOUR RAMBLER: Contact 
the Membership Director to make sure that your address is in 
the Club computer correctly. 

IF YOU WANT TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE: Articles, 
preferably typed double spaced, must be received by 6:00 pm 
on the 15th of the month preceding publication. Mail or 
deliver to the WMC office or to the Editor. Include your 
name and phone number on all submissions. 

IF YOU WANT TO SUBMIT A PHOTO: We welcome 
photos of all kinds: black & white prints, color prints, and 
slides. Please include captions describing when & where 
the photo was taken, and the names of the people in it (if you 
know). We will return photos if you ask us to. 
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB 
THE RAMBLER, the official publication of the Wasatch 
Mountain Club is·published monthly by and for its members. 
Persons wishing to become members and receive THE 
RAMBLER for two months upon written request to the 
Membership Director, 888 South 200 East, Suite 111, Salt 
Lake City, UT, 84111 and payment of $3.00. Checks are to 
be made payable to the Wasatch Mountain Club. There is a 
$10.00 charge for returned checks. 

Membership applicants must participate in at least two Club 
outdoor or service activities, verified by the signatures of 
approval from the activity leaders. Yearly dues are $25.00 
single, $35.00 couple. A $5.00 initiation/reinstatement fee is 
charged. 

1988-1989 
GOVERNING BOARD 

President John Veranth 278-5826 
Vice President Earl Cook 531-6339 
Secretary Elissa Stevens 272-7215 
Treasurer Tom Silberstorf 467-5734 
Membership Earl Cook 531-6339 
Boating Jeff Barr ell 943-2836 
Conservation Mary Fleming 359-5645 

Chris Biltoft 359-5645 
Entertainment Linda Hatcher 484-3851 

Donna Kramer 272-0418 
Roseann Woodward 486-6184 

Hiking Tom Walsh 969-5842 
Lodge Alexis Kelner 359-5387 

Vince Desimone 1-649-6805 
Mountaineering John Kennington 942-0693 
Publications 
Ski Touring 
Information 

Bicycling 

Canoeing 

Kayaking 
Sailing 
Rafting 
Volleyball 

David Vickery 583-7064 
Anna Cordes 467-9430 
Linda Wilcox 363-6444 

COORDINATORS 
Guy Benson 359-6028 
Bruce Schatmeier 485-7974 
Kathy Klein 
Randy Klein 
Mike Dege 
Vince Desimone 
Carl Cook 
Jim Elder 

TRUSTEES 
Karin Caldwell 
Dale Green 
Milt Hollander 
O'Dell Peterson 
Dale Green 

466-8387 
466-8387 
571-7684 
1-649-6805 
485-4586 
943-3321 

942-6065 
277-6417 
277-1416 
Trustee Emeritus 
Historian 

WMC PURPOSE 
(Article II of the WMC Constitution) 

The purpose shall be to promote the physical and spiritual 
, well being of its members and others by outdoor activities; to 
unite the energy, interests and· knowledge of students, 
explorers and lovers of the mountains, deserts and rivers of 
Utah; to collect and disseminate information regarding the 
Rocky Mountains in behalf of science, literature and art; to 
explore and picture the scenic wonders of this and 
surrounding states; to foster awareness of scenic beauties; and 
to encourage preservation of our natural areas including their 
plant, animal and bird life. 
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DECEMBER 

Board Report 
Events at a Glance 
Activities 
Entertainment 
Hiking Director 
Boating Director 
Membership List 
Board Nominations 
Conservation Notes 
Ski Touring Director 
Trip Talk 
Tales From Far Fetched Side 
Classified Ads 
Sky Calendar 
Grubby Gourmet 
Crossword Puzzle 

~ . ·i ,t ·\i~ ' , ., 

AVALANCHE RESCUE EQUIPMENT 

ATI 4S Avalanche Transceiver $11000 

Voll6 Pro or Pack Shovel $3200 

(Cosmetic Hcond) --~--- --

Regular Price $14200 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL/ 11 
$99°0 Save 30% 

·-~!!.. 

3 
4 
6 
13 
13 
14 
15 
35 
36 
38 
41 
42 
42 
43 
43 
44 

WARNING: Uae of a Reacue Bea~on and ahovel doe• not nee-
eosarlly lncreaae the ufely of a backcounlry traveler. The 
underatandlng of Avalanche Dynamic•, and Forecullng u 
well aa pracllclng proper route aelecllon and travel tech-
nlquea la a pre-requlalle to rescue knowledge and pracllce. 

Call WaHtch Touring for s schedule of Fraa "Plepa" 

Cllnlcs and Av1lsncha Awareness Clusas. 

359·9361 • 702 East 100 South • SLC, UT 84102 

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB BOARD 

, REPORT 

Nov 2. 

The Ski Touring Director is preparing the 
annual club avalanche class. 

The Hiking Director summarized the hiking 
season by noting that 151 leaders led 2239 
hikers on 284 hikes. 

It was noted that some people at the Halloween 
Party forgot to pay the entrance fee. In the 
future, we will hand out name tags upon 
reciept of payment at parties. 

The Conservation Directors noted that the 
first draft of the Canyon Master Plan will be 
made available to the public in November, and 
that public comments must be submitted by 
mid December. 

Next meeting: Dec 7 

WELCOME 
The Rambler and W.M.C. want to welcome the 
following new club members: 

Frank Horner 
Mike Stringfellow 
Denise Brown 
Grace Forsythe 

Pamela Horner 
Anne Stringfellow 
Janet Simpson 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

If you would enjoy helping out with the 
Rambler - paste up, errands, typing, artwork -
please contact David Vickery at 583-7064. 
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EVENTS AT A GLANCE 
(See the Chronological Listing for Details) 

Dec BOATING Jan 
8 Permit & Xmas Party 8 Jordan River Meeting 

Dec HIKING Jan 
11 Winter Hike 24 Moab 
17 Dry Canyon 

Dec SKI TOURS Jan 
3 Green's Basin 18 Telemark Ski Clinic I Hangover Ski Tour 
3 Desolation Lake 18 Catherine's Pass 1 Leader's Choice 
4 Catherine's Pass 18 Leader's Choice 2 Beaver Creek 
4 White Pine 18 Pfeiff er horn 2 Red Pine 
4 Easy Snowshoe 24 Willow Lake 2 Day's Fork 
IO Dog Lake 24 Powder Park III 7 Scott's Pass 
JO White Pine 24 Willow Ridge 7 Upper Green's Basin 
10 Mt Volverine 25 Brighton 7 Mt. Raymond 
IO American Fork Twins 26 White Pine 7 Instructor's Practice 
10 Ogden Valley 26 Leader's Choice 8 Beginner's Clinic 
11 Scott's Pass 31 Green's Basin 8 Desolation Lake 
11 Days Fork 31 Powder Park I 8 Empire Canyon 
11 Point Supreme 31 Maybird 8 Silver Fork 
17 Lower Silver Fork 8 Hogum Fork 
17 Patsy Marley 14 Avalanche Clinic 
17 Leader's Choice 20 Avalanche Workshop 

27 Yellowstone 
Dec SNOWSHOE TOURS Jan 

JO Lower Silver Fork 18 Scott's Pass 8 Catherine's Pass 
Dec SOCIALS Jan 

22 Vince's Sunday Social 
VOLLEYBALL 

(Monday Evenings, 6:30 at the Highland High School Gym) 

A WORD TO PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS 
Prospective members are welcome on all Club activities, with the following exceptions: 

1) Thursday Evening Hikes are for members only. However, prospective members may attend if 
the hike is their second qualifying activity for membership and they submit their dues check and 
application form to the leader before the hike. 
2) Boating trips are for members. However, prospective members may attend a weekend trip if 
they use the trip as their qualifying activity (each day counts as one activity.) 
3) A trip leader may choose to limit a trip to members, especially if there is limited space. 

A WORD ABOUT WMC SKI TOURS 
NTD (Not too difficult): Terrain is mostly gentle. Participants should be able to do a kick turn, 

snowplow, and descend a slope by traversing. Usually no avalanche danger. 
MOD (Moderately difficult): Proficiency climbing and descending intermediate slopes is rquired. 

Pieps and shovels may sometimes be suggested or required. If a Pieps is carried, this implies 
knowledge of how to search for a buried companion. 

MSD (Most difficult): Strenuous. Usually involve long ascents, steep or narrow descents. Pieps and 
shovel always required. 

ALL SKI TOURS MEET AT THE GEOLOGY SIGN AT THE EAST END OF THE PARKING LOT 
AT THE MOUTH OF BIG COTTONWOOD CANYON UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

NOTE: At the time the ski and snowshoe activities were scheduled, there was much speculation about 
if we would even have snow this year. The ski committee wishes to thank all of those who 
volunteered to lead a tour. All leaders reserve the right to change the destination or switch to hiking 
boots depending on conditions. 
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KIBJCHAlVI'S. 
Your Only Store When You're 

Heacli.ng For the Great Outdoors. 
ta~ 

-=---======-
~ Here's a sampl.ing of the winter 
, ""' items we have available for you: 

XC SKIS BOOTS CLOTHING ACCESSORIES 
• Kastle • Adidas • North Face • Reflex 
• Kazama • Koflach • Moon Stone • Exel 
• Tua • Alpina • Northern Isles • Swix 
• Fischer • Fabiano • Alps • Chouinard 
• Swallow • Asolo • Wigwam • S.M.C. 
• Bonna • Merrell • Columbia • Sherpa 
• Jarvinen • Woolrich • Rottefella 
• Epoke • Fox River • Dana 
• Kneissl • Patagonia • Voile 

SUNGLASSES 
• Style Eyes 
• Ski Optics 
• Vuarnet 
• Jones 

• Wickers 
• Sierra Designs 
• Royal Robbins 
• Marmot 
• Hot Fingers 

• Asolo 
• Yakima 
• Pieps 

Kirkham's Outdoor Products-------------
Manufacturers of quality products for the great outdoors. 
• Daypacks • Fanny Packs •Tents •Gaitors •Luggage •Overmitts 
All made right at our factory/store, so we're able to pass along 
factory direct pricing to you. 

Kirkham's 
outdoor products 

~ ---a 
3125 South State. 486-4161. Open Mon.-Thurs. 9:30-7 pm, Fri. to 9 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Only activities approved by the appropriate WMC Director can be listed in the Club Activities section of 
of the Rambler. Send your proposed activity, for approval, to the hiking, rafting, skiing, etc. director for 
inclusion in their activity schedule. Those activities sent directly to the Rambler, without approval, will 
not be published. 

Sat. Dec 3 

Sun. Dec 4 

Mon. Dec 5 

Thu. Dec 8 

Dec 10 - 11 
Sat.-Sun. 
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GREEN'S BASIN SKI TOUR (NTD). Starting from the Spruces you will 
follow a road which switch backs through the forest to a wide open meadow -
- the site of many a gourmet feast. Join our "charismatic" leader, Jerry Hatch 
( 476-7186), at 9:00 a.m. at the geology sign. 

DESOLATION LAKE SKI TOUR (NTD+). Over the hill and through the 
woods Gary & Pat Burg (485-4911) will lead you on this pleasant tour. The 
plus rating is due to distance. Plan to meet leaders at the sign at 9:00 a.m. 

CATHERINE'S PASS SKI TOUR (NTD). Approach Catherine's Pass this time 
from Alta. To be led at a moderate pace by Leslie Woods (484-2338). Leslie 
reserves the right to change the destination depending on the conditions. 
Meet at 9:00 a.m at the geology sign. 

WHITE PINE SKI TOUR (MOD). Winter or summer, one of the most 
beautiful spots in the Wasatch. Our leader suggests you be prepared for all 
types of weather with layered clothing. Pieps and shovels are also suggested. 
Meet Karen Seeburg (486-5011) at 9:00 a.m. at the geology sign. 

EASY SNOWSHOE TOUR/HIKE (NTD). Call Doug Stark (277-8538) for 
info on trip location, meeting place and time, and snowshoe rental locations. 

VOLLEYBALL. 6:30 pm at Highland High School (2166 S. 1700 E.) The cost 
is $1.00. Gym is located on west side of school, follow signs that say 
"volleyball". Call Jim for information at 943-3321. 

BOATERS CHRISTMAS AND PERMIT PARTY. This is an important event 
for all WMC Boaters or prospective boaters. This is the time of year when we 
prepare to apply for next years permits. Show up about 7:30 pm and BYOB. 
The permit party will be at the home of Carl Cook and Karen Brandon at 
2189 Atkin (2830 South, 2189 East). Hope to see you there. 

MEETING ABOUT JORDAN RIVER SPRING BOATING. 7:00 pm. Location 
to be announced. Call Randy Klein 265-2843 evenings. See Canoeing 
Coordinators' article for details. 

OGDEN VALLEY WEEKEND SKIING, ETC. Cindy Cromer invites you to 
share her condo at Wolf Creek Village in Ogden Valley. Join Cindy for a 
potluck dinner on Saturday, stay overnight, and ski all day Sunday. All levels 
of skiing are available: from skiing on the golf course around the condo to 
taking the runs at near-by Powder Mountain. If you do not want to stay 
overnight, drive up Sunday. Cindy plans to lead a NTD tour in the area at 
about 9:30 AM Sunday morning. Cindy notes, "If the snow is horrible, we can 
spend the day writing Christmas cards." Call Cindy for details at 355-4115. 



Sat. Dec 10 

Sun. Dec 11 

DOG LAKE SKI TOUR (NTD). Mike Budig will meet you at the geology sign 
at 9:00 AM for this pleasant tour up Mill D North across from the Spruces 
Campground in Big Cottonwood Canyon. In case there is not sufficient snow 
for a tour, Mike will change this to a hike. If you have any questions, you 
may call Mike at 328-4512. 

WHITE PINE SKI TOUR (MOD). Milt Hollander asks participants to call him 
to register for this ski tour. Because of the angle of the sun, the snow on the 
White Pine Road is usually good at this time of the year. The tour will 
probably end for lunch at a spot below the dam on the edge of the big 
boulder field. Pieps and shovels are suggested. If necessary, Milt will change 
the tour to a hike. Milt's number is 277-1416. 

MT. WOLVERINE SKI TOUR (MOD+). Get an early start to this delectable 
peak above Brighton with George Swanson. He will leave from the geology 
sign at 8:00 AM and requests that all who go with him carry pieps and 
shovels. George will be at the meeting place "to do whatever", so if snow 
conditions seem marginal, check with him there for a possible change in 
destination. George can be reached at 466-3003. 

AMERICAN FORK TWINS OR FLAGSTAFF SKI TOUR (MSD). George 
Westbrook suggests a trip up White Pine to American Fork Twins, or possibly 
a tour to Flagstaff via Alta going down Days Fork. These interesting 
possibilities will depend on snow conditions of course. Call George at 
942-6071 to register. Pieps and shovels required. 

LOWER SIL VER FORK SNOWSHOE TOUR (NTD). Meet Janet Friend 
(268-4102) at 9:30 AM at the geology sign for an easy paced trip through the 
forest to the mine. 

SCOTT'S PASS SKI TOUR (NTD). Mike Herrick will lead this tour up Mill F 
in Big Cottonwood Canyon to have lunch at the pass overlooking Park City's 
Jupiter Bowl. Meet at 8:30 AM at the geology sign. If you have any 
questions, call Mike at 561-0472. 

DA Y'S FORK TO CIRQUE SKI TOUR (MOD). Because winter is slow to 
start this year, leader Tom Foster asks that you call him to learn about time 
and meeting place for this tour. If there is sufficient snow, Tom would like 
to take the group up Days Fork to have lunch at the Eclipse Mine and ski the 
hills surrounding the cirque. Tom's number is 363-9959. 

POINT SUPREME SKI TOUR (MOD+). Larry Larkin is betting that Alta will 
not yet be open at the time of this tour. He invites you to join him in a 
nordic trash of this supreme peak before the alpine season starts. If the lifts 
are open, Larry will change the destination. If snow is marginal, the tour may 
be cancelled, but Larry will meet you at 9:00 AM at the geology sign in any 
case. Larry's number is 521-0416. 

WINTER HIKE. Norm Pobanz (266-3703) wants to lead an easy to 
intermediate hike of his choice, depending upon conditions. Meet Norm at 
9:30 AM near the old Bagel Nosh, Olympus Hills Mall for a new hiking 
experience and to stay in shape. 

7 



Mon. Dec 12 

Sat. Dec 17 

Sun. Dec 18 
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VOLLEYBALL. 6:30 pm at Highland High School (2166 S. 1700 E.) The cost 
is $1.00. Gym is located on west side of school, follow signs that say 
"volleyball". Call Jim for information at 943-3321. 

LOWER SILVER FORK SKI TOUR (NTD). This will be a leisurely tour up 
beautiful Silver Fork to the Alta Mine -- or as far as the group wishes to go. 
Marlene Egger (277-2894) is the leader and she cautions "I eat lunch at the 
top wherever I go. No more uphill after lunch." Those of you who share 
Marlene's feeling should meet at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. 

PATSY MARLEY SKI TOUR (MOD). Kevin Oakes will lead the tour up 
Grizzly Gulch for a day of telemarking on Patsy Marley. Meet at 9:00 AM at 
the geology sign. Pieps and shovels are suggested. Kevin will change this tour 
to a hike if the snow outlook is dismal. His number is 277-8742. 

LEADER'S CHOICE SKI TOUR (MSD). John Kortbawi will make the choice. 
wherever it is, you can be sure it will be in the best powder available. There 
is no need to call John to register, but pieps and shovels are a requirement. 
John will meet you at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. If you have questions, 
John's number is 485-7916. 

WINTER HIKE. Intermediate hike up Dry Canyon behind the University to 
the ridge or maybe to Black Mountain. To explore this area in the winter 
meet Geoff Silcox (531-6665) at 9:00 AM in the upper parking lot of the 
University of Utah Medical Center. 

BEGINNING TELEMARK SKI CLINIC. Now that I can get up the 
mountain, how do I come down? Try a telemark or two. Attend this clinic to 
learn telemark technique or to perfect the technique you were working on last 
year. Call Ellie Ienatsch (272-2426) before Sunday to register. Note: 
Participants in this clinic should have basic cross-country ski skills and some 
skiing experience. 

CATHERINE'S PASS FROM BRIGHTON SKI TOUR (MOD). Share your 
lunch with the chickadees on Catherine's Pass. Hal Hadley, the leader, will 
meet you at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. Pieps and shovels suggested. Hal's 
number is 485-2225. 

LEADER'S CHOICE SKI TOUR (MOD). A mystery tour for those who 
prefer not to go to Catherine's Pass today. Val Naef is chief detective and he 
will be at the geology sign at the appointed time (9 AM) to look for clues and 
participants. All those who wish for information about this case, contact Val 
at 255- 7562. 

PFEIFFERHORN SKI TOUR (MSD). George Westbrook asks that you call 
him at 942-6071 to register for this tour. Pieps and shovels are required. 
George will change the destination is conditions warrant it. 

SCOTT'S PASS SNOWSHOE TOUR (NTD). Enjoy a snowshoe trip through 
the woods to a spectacular view with Monty Young (255-8392). Monty will 
be at the geology sign at 9:00 AM. 



Mon. Dec 19 

Dec 24-26 
Sat.-Mon. 

Sat. Dec 24 

Sun. Dec 25 

Mon. Dec 26 

VOLLEYBALL. 6:30 pm at Highland High School (2166 S. 1700 E.) The cGst 
is $1.00. Gym is located on west side of school, follow signs that say 
"volleyball". Call Jim for information at 943-3321. 

MOAB SLICKROCK COUNTRY HIKING. Choose between hiking, biking, 
skiing or just lounging by the fireplace. We'll use a warm and festive Moab 
home as our base camp for a variety of activities. Geoff will have several 
scenic day hikes planned and he can advise mountain bikers about some trail 
options. Or perhaps you're a skier who would like to try out the La Sal 
mountain snow. Join us for a fun and different Christmas weekend. Call 
Sandy and Geoff Freethey for information, 485-5989. 

WILLOW LAKE AND BEYOND SKI TOUR (NTD). Bring your lunch and 
join Charles Lesley for a very leisurely Christmas Eve tour to a beautiful spot 
in Big Cottonwood Canyon. Charles would like to stress the concept "leisurely 
pace", but adds that this tour may well travel farther than most NTD tours if 
the participants are willing. Meet Charles at the geology sign at 9:30 AM 

POWDER PARK III SKI TOUR (MOD). Jim Piani will lead the way up Mill 
D North in Big Cottonwood Canyon to the Powder Park farthermost from the 
road. Join Jim at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. Pieps and shovels are 
required. Jim can be reached at 943-8607. It would be difficult to imagine 
any other place in the world that holds more of the peace and beauty of 
Christmas than this place. 

WILLOW RIDGE/BEARTRAP SKI TOUR (MSD). This is a search-for
powder tour, a day of "snow shredding amongst the trees", as leader Al 
Gavere puts it. Al knows of heady slopes in this area whose powder qualities 
are hidden by their forests and he hopes to find others. Join Al at 9:00 AM at 
the geology sign. His number is 486-1476. Pieps and shovels are required. 
(Ho, ho, ho! Santa may attend this tour for practice, as Al's slopes are 
sometime akin to the vertical found in chimneys.) 

LIFT SKIING at Brighton. Christmas Day, especially in the morning, is a 
great time to ski the lifts. Anna Cordes and Craig Hibberd (467-9430) will 
host the lodge on Christmas Day and invite you to join them there at 9:00 AM 
for a day on the slopes and a potluck lunch. Both 3-pin and alpine skiers are 
welcome. 

WHITE PINE FROM PARK CITY SKI TOUR (Easy MOD). The leaders and 
gracious hosts of this pleasant afternoon will be Denna and Bob Wright of 
Park City. They will meet the group at the 7-11 in Park West at 1:00 p.m. for 
a tour up White Pine Canyon. The Wrights have invited participants to enjoy 
their hot tub following the tour. Bring happy hour food and beverages to 
enhance this holiday get-together. Car pooling will take place at the Regency 
Theater, Parley's Way, at 12:30 p.m. You may call Denna or Bob at 
1-649-1228. 

LEADER'S CHOICE SKI TOUR (MOD). Ken Kelley will wait and see 
concerning the destination of this tour (and the destination will probably 
depend on what type of skis he gets for Christmas). You can be sure it will 
be a powder hounding day! Meet Ken at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. Pieps 
and shovels suggested. Ken's number is 942- 7730. 
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Sat. Dec 31 

Sun. Jan I 

Mon. Jan 2 

Sat. Jan 7 
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GREEN'S BASIN SKI TOUR (NTD). Ski with Jim Nicol (261-5857) to this 
beautiful natural park above the Spruces. Jim welcomes all those who simply 
want a pleasant tour, but notes that he will be happy to assist any would-be 
telemarkers practice their skills on the gentle slopes surrounding the basin. 
Meet Jim at 9:30 AM at the geology sign. 

POWDER PARK I SKI TOUR (MOD). If you liked the snow in Powder Park 
III last week, or if you missed it, here's another chance at the same kind of 
wonderful skiing. Ellie Ien·atsch invites you to join her in paying homage to 
both the Old and the New Year at a place where time stands still. Meet her 
at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. Ellie's number is 272-2426. Pieps and shovels 
suggested. Destination may be changed if snow conditions warrant it. 

MAYBIRD SKI TOUR (MSD). Chris Atkin is hoping snow conditions will 
favor a trip to the Maybird Lakes in Little Cottonwood Canyon. If snow 
levels are low, he will choose an alternate route. Pieps and shovels are 
required. Call Chris at 582-7902 to register. 

THE HANGOVER TOUR SKI TOUR (NTD). this now-famous tour, once 
again led by the intrepid Wick Miller, leaves from the geology sign at the 
crack of noon. The tour will brave it to the Lake Mary Overlook, and 
possibly beyond if there is popular demand. As in previous years, Wick 
cautions that although the the tour has an atmosphere that may be described 
as "relaxed", it is not for rank beginners. Snowshoers are welcome. Wick's 
number is 1-649-1790. 

LEADER'S CHOICE SKI TOUR (MOD). This is the tour for the Able 
Others. Start the year right - and a bit earlier - with Bob Myers who will 
meet you at the geology sign at 8:30 AM Call Bob, if you have questions, at 
272-0912. 

BEA VER CREEK SKI TOUR (NTD). Cindy Cromer will lead this long, but 
easy, tour in a beautiful area of the Uintas. The route will cover about 12 
miles of gentle terrain. Meet Cindy at the Regency Theater, Parley's Way, at 
9:00 AM Her number is 355-4115 if you have any questions. 

RED PINE SKI TOUR (MOD). This popular tour in Little Cottonwood 
Canyon will meet at the geology sign at 9:00 AM Karen Perkins will be the 
leader and suggests that you carry pieps and shovels. Karen's number is 
272-2225. 

DAY'S FORK FROM ALTA SKI TOUR (MSD). Participants will bus to Alta 
for the steep, but relatively short, climb to the top of Day's Fork. The leader, 
Ross McIntyre, knows a route down that has been described as "Powder 
Perfect." Call Ross to register and to arrange to take cars to the Spruces 
before the tour. Pieps and shovels required. Destination may be changed 
depending on snow conditions. 

SCOTT'S PASS SKI TOUR (NTD). Those who share leader Karl Largerberg's 
joy of living will want to join him on this jaunt up Mill F to Scott's Pass. A 
trip with Karl is a day of sunshine, no matter what the weather. Meet him at 
9:00 AM at the geology sign. Karl's number is 583-8004. 



Sat. Jan 7 

Sun. Jan 8 

UPPER GREEN'S BASIN - SILVER SPOON SKI TOUR (MOD). Osc-ar 
Robison will lead you from the Spruces through Green's Basin to the ridge 
above Silver Fork which recently has become known as Silver Spoon. 
Delightful skiing on open and wooded slopes! Join Oscar at 8:30 AM at the 
geology sign. Pieps and shovels are suggested. Oscar's number is 943-8500. 

MT. RAYMOND SKI TOUR (MSD). Rolf Doebbling, leader, requests that 
you call him at 467-6636 to register for this tour which will climb to Mt. 
Raymond from Butler Fork. Pieps and shovels are required. 

INSTRUCTOR'S PIEPS PRACTICE. All intermediate and advanced skiers 
with some experience in the usage of pieps are requested to attend. You are 
n'eeded to assist Walter Haas during the afternoon of the Avalanche Clinic 
next week on Saturday, January 14. Consequently, Walter asks that you meet 
him today at the Lodge between 3:00 and 4:00 p.m. for preparation on how to 
teach next week's afternoon session. Over I 00 people will attend next week's 
clinic. Instructors for the afternoon avalanche rescue practice are desperately 
needed. WE NEED YOU! YOU MAY HELP TO SA VE A LIFE. ATTEND 
TODAY'S PRACTICE SESSION. If you have any questions call Walter Hass 
at 534-1262. 

CATHERINE'S PASS FROM BRIGHTON SNOWSHOE TOUR (NTD +). 
Snowshoe through this beautiful Brighton area to the Pass. Be prepared to 
share your lunch with the chickadees. Lyn Nall (467-4043) will meet 
snowshoers at 9:00 AM at the geology sign. 

THIRD ANNUAL BEGINNER'S SKI CLINIC. What a way to start! If you 
have been thinking of learning how to cross-country ski, but didn't know how 
to get started, this is it! Once again Audrey Kelley of Timberline (near 
Summit Park) has offered her expertise and hospitality to all beginners. 
Audrey says, "All you need to know is how to put on and take off your skis. 
Just go and rent any old pair of cross-country skis, poles, and boots." The 
day will start at Audrey's hearth with warm refreshments and encouraging 
words. After a morning of instruction, meet again in Audrey's home to discuss 
your new skills and partake of the lunch which Audrey is preparing. Fond 
memories of a magic day are a certainty. If you would like to talk with 
Audrey, feel free to call her at 1-649-9884. For car pooling, meet at the 
Regency Theater, Parley's Way at 9:00 AM Drive up 1-80 in Parley's Canyon 
to the Summit Park Exit and follow the Kelley signs (there will be many). 
Please park on frontage road above and below the mail boxes. Park on the 
south side of the road and hike into Timberline from there. 

DESOLATION LAKE SKI TOUR (long NTD). The route to Desolation Lake 
up Mill D North is longer than most NTD tours, but the terrain is beautiful 
and fairly gentle. Join Allen and Ilka Allers Olsen at the geology sign at 9:00 
AM Their number is 272-6305. 

EMPIRE CANYON SKI TOUR (NTD). Lyman Lewis has consented to lead 
this tour up on of the canyons on the Park City side. Though he probably 
wouldn't admit it, Lyman is an expert on the history of this area, so the tour 
should be doubly interesting. The group will meet at the golf course in Park 
City at 9:30 AM Car pool from the Regency Theater, Parley's Way, at 8:45 
AM Call Lyman at 1-649-9632 if snow conditions are questionable. 
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Sun. Jan 8 

Sat. Jan 14 

Jan 20-22 
Fr.-Sun. 

Sun. Jan 22 

Jan 27-31 
Fri.-Tue. 

Jan 28-Feb 4 

February 

March 
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SILVER FORK WEST BOWL FROM BRIGHTON SKI TOUR (MOD +). 
Follow Dave Smith up over Twin Lakes Pass to Silver Fork to ski the great 
powder waiting for you· in the West Bowl. Pieps and shovels are required. 
Dave will meet you at 8:30 AM at the geology sign. Call him at 278-6515. 

HOGUM FORK SKI TOUR (MSD). Larry Stewart will lead a route up 
Maybird to this fork in Little Cottonwood Canyon. He asks that you call him 
at 845-7818 to register. Pieps and shovels are required. If the avalanche 
danger is high or the snow marginal, Larry will change the destination. 

AVALANCHE CLINIC. 8:00 am at Zion Lutheran Church, 1070 Foothill 
Drive. See ad in this month's Rambler. Snowshoers as well as all skiers are 
encouraged to attend this clinic. 

AVALANCHE EVALUATION WORKSHOP. See ad in this month's Rambler 
for description of course sponsored by the Wasatch Mt. Club in conjunction 
with the Alaska Avalanche School. 

SUNDAY SOCIAL. 4:00 pm at the home of Vince Desimone and Linda 
Wilcox in Park City. Enjoy Vince's delicious spaghetti dinner for $4.00. This 
is the Film Festival weekend, so go see a flick and then come party! Or get 
some exercise on a club ski tour and then pig out (oink!) Directions: take the 
Park City exit from 1-80. Turn left at the first road past the red double
decker bus at Ridgeview sign. Go to the top of the hill and turn left on the 
dirt road. Go to the "T" and turn right. Look for US & Park City flags. 
Phone 649-6805. 

SEASON OUT OF TOWN ACTIVITIES 
(details in future Ramblers) 

YELLOWSTONE WINTER FUN at Mammoth Hot Springs. See Ski Director's 
column for description. 

DOWNHILL SKIING IN IT ALY with George Westbrook (942-6071 ). George 
did this trip last year, so you will have an experienced leader. Approximate 
cost is $1000 and that includes everything (airfare, meals, lift tickets). 
Backcountry skiing is available. Call George by November 17. 

ASSAULT ON A CIRQUE SKI TOUR. David Minix would like to attempt a 
ski tour from Driggs Idaho into a cirque on the west side of the Tetons 
(Schoolhouse Glacier area). Anyone with helpful information or those 
interested in the trip, please contact David at 967-3864. 

NORTHERN MEXICO BACKPACK. Wick Miller will lead a week's 
backpack into the mountain and canyon country of the sierras of northwest 
Mexico. We fly by small plane into Arechuyvo, a small Mexican village that 
looks more like the last century than the present. From there we hike through 
the Guarijio Indian country, to the Rio Mayo, and on out to the low lands. 
Optional three day trip to Creel on the world's most scenic train ride. The 
size of the group will be limited. Plan to attend a meeting late this fall to 
make plans. Call Wick at 1-649-1790 for more details. 



ENTERTAINMENT 

by Linda Hatcher 

HO, HO, HELP! 

NEEDED: Host or hostess for Christmas Social 
on or near Christmas Day. Must be willing to 
spread cheer, hang mistletoe, spike the eggnog, 
and dress up in a red suit. If you meet any of 
these qualifications, please call Linda at 
484-3841, or Roseann at 486-6184. 

SPECIAL THANKS 

I would like to extend a huge thanks to all 
those people who continually and graciously 
assist in the clean-up of the lodge after a 
function. At the top of my list is Linda Leigh 
and Earl Cook who dive into the mess time 
after time and do much more than their share. 
Thanks to you both! 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 

It's not often that one has the opportunity of 
seeing various upstanding club members 
dressed as ducks, witches, dirty old men (was 
that a costume?); bats, cowboys, monsters (was 
that a costume?), flower children, and belly 
dancers. (Not unless you've been on a club 
river trip). 

The band was hot, the antics devilish, and 
some identities remain unrevealed. You know 
who you are. If you missed the party this year 
because you were home watching Lawrence 
Welk reruns, you better start planning next 
year's costume - NOW! 

FROM THE 

HIKING DIRECTOR 
by Tom Walsh 

Now that the hiking season is over, it is time 
to reflect on how things went. They went 
rather will, thank you. Specifically I want to 
thank all the people who contributed to a 
successful season. There are so many people to 
thank that it is impractical to enumerate all 
your names, so I can only mention you by 
groups. The hiking committee put in long 
hours of planning, phoning, mailing releases 
and numerous other activities supporting the 
program. About 20 or so generous Club 
members contributed time cooking hamburgers 
after the Thursday Evening Hikes. In my 
opinion that's a job about as hard as leading 
the Beatout. Thanks go out to the leaders of 
the hikes, backpacks, and carcamps also. The 
Club's primary activity would never have 
happened without all the volunteers who 
agreed to share their time and experience. 

Looking at a computer summary of the 
program revealed some surprising statistics. 
There were 284 hikes, backpacks and car 
camps scheduled this year. They ranged from 
the popular Musical Hike to old standards like 
backpacking in the Uintas to the quirky Salt 
Lake Twins Peak to Peak Sprint. There were 
an estimated 3546 hiker-days, based on the 
releases which were returned. Participants per 
trip averaged 12.5. Only 83% of the releases 
were returned. Why not 100%? The 
popularity of Dale Green's Thursday Evening 
Hikes continued unabated. The 20 hikes Dale 
led this year all had good turnouts and satisfied 
the midweek hiking appetites of a large bloc of 
the membership. You did a great job Dale! 

What I personally found most gratifying was 
the extent of involvement in leadership. There 
were I 51 different leaders. That is 14% of the 
total Club membership, or I out of 7, who 
volunteered to share their experiences and 
enthusiasm for the outdoors with others. If 
that level of enthusiasm continues, next year's 
hiking season will be fantastic. 
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FROM THE 

BOA TING DIRECTOR 

by Jeff Barrell 

Now that the boating season is over, it's time 
to think about permits for next year. The 
permit party last year was well attended and 
we did really well in obtaining permits on all 
the major rivers. We need these permits (and 
trip leaders) in order to offer a variety of 
quality trips. The permit party gives the Club 
an opportunity to strategically select certain 
dates and increase our chances of obtaining 
these dates. There will be permit application 
information for those new to the sport and new 
information for the Grand Canyon and 
Westwater lotteries. See the activities section 
for the date, time, and place. 

I talked about the boating budget at the river
rats party and mentioned that fees may change 
next year. I wish to explain more and show 
some figures for the last few years. The 
boating budget is self-supporting and receives 
no money from the general membership fund: 

BUDGET 
RECEIVED 
SPENT 
BALANCE 

1988 
$2670 

1459 
741* 

3388 

1987 
$4178 

1470 

1986 
$6216 

3641 
2978** 5675 
2670 4178 

* Doesn't include rent due 12/1 
** Includes $1600 toward trailer. 

One thing that stands out is we received $3641 
in 1986, which is more than we got in 1987 & 
1988 combined. To better understand this, I 
analyzed past trip reports: 

YEAR 
85 
86 
87 
88 

#TRIPS 
14 
10 
11 
16 

PERSON-DAYS 
860 
717 
576 
766 

$$ 
3194 
2739 
1300 
1359 

These are figures taken from trip reports only 
and do not reflect rentals or other income. 
The data shows declining income despite 
comparable trips and person-days. I believe 
this is due to declining number of paddlers 
(who pay $5/day) and increasing number of 
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kayakers and canoeist (who pay $3/day). 
Records for 1988 show that kayakers made up 
38% of all participants. No records are 
available for previous years, but I believe this 
trend is moving upward. 

Rather than simply raise fees to make up for 
less revenue, we should evaluate our goals to 
fit the needs of club boaters. I believe that 
presently we have too many paddle boats and 
need another oar rig. Fees are different for 
kayakers because they are financing the oar rig 
and paddlers pay for paddle boats (these fees 
are actually combined and not kept separate). 
I've assumed that rafts cost $2000 and last 6 
years. I've estimated that paddlers pay 
$.80/day/boat and kayakers pay 
$2.10/day/boat. (I've assumed 700 person days 
with 35% kayakers). Other gear (i.e. bowlines, 
stoves, coolers, etc.) cost both groups $100/year 
and rent costs $1000/year. The result is $5/day 
for paddlers with 4 paddle boats and $6/day 
for kayakers with two oar rigs. 

Fees will be charged kayakers and canoeist 
only for overnight trips. These are not the 
new rates, but a recommendation and I hope 
you give this some thought. I am open to 
discussion and am interested in your comments 
and suggestions. 

FROM THE CANOEING COORDINATORS 

by Randy and Kathy Klein 

MEETING TO DISCUSS 
JORDAN RIVER SPRING BOATING 

The Jordan River is an available, yet often 
overlooked resource for canoeing and kayaking 
located in the center of the Salt Lake Valley. 
It is possible to take advantage of spring 
runoff, or to paddle year round on the 
flatwater canoe trail in Jordan River State 
Park. There will be a meeting to discuss the 
enhancement of spring boating opportunities on 
the Jordan River at 7:00 pm on December 8. 
(location to be announced, call Randy Klein, 

· 265-2843 evenings). Members of the Wasatch 
Mountain Club should invite other interested 
boaters to attend. Topics to be discussed will 
include: existing conditions, other interested 
groups/sources of help, goals and scenarios for 
the future. 



KIBJCHAlVI'S. 
Your Only Store When You're 

H~a~g FJ>r the Great Outdoors. 
~~~~~ rtt - ___ _:_ _______ _ 

:·~:At~-

---
~ 

~ Here's a sampling of the winter 
-", items we have available for you: 

XC SKIS BOOTS CLOTHING ACCESSOllIES 
• Kastle • Adidas • North Face • Reflex 
• Kazama • Koflach • Moon Stone • Exel 
• Tua • Alpina • Northern Isles • Swix 
• Fischer • Fabiano • Alps • Chouinard 
• Swallow • Asolo • Wigwam • S.M.C. 
• Bonna • Merrell • Columbia • Sherpa 
• Jarvinen • Woolrich • Rottefella 
• Epoke • Fox River • Dana 
• Kneissl • Patagonia • Voile 

SUNGLASSES 
• Style Eyes 
• Ski Optics 
• Vuarnet 
• Jones 

• Wickers 
• Sierra Designs 
• Royal Robbins 
• Marmot 
• Hot Fingers 

• Asolo 
• Yakima 
• Pieps 

Kirkham's Outdoor Products------------
Manufacturers of quality products for the great outdoors. 
• Daypacks • Fanny Packs •Tents •Gaitors •Luggage •Overmitts 
All made right at our factory/store, so we're able to pass along 
factory direct pricing to you. 

~9 Kirkham's 
~ outdoor products 

... ---= 
3125 South State• 486-4161 • Open Mon.-Thurs. 9:30-7 pm, Fri. to 9 
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I 

F1sllersdo 
2: TS SOUTH 900 EAST. SUGARHOUSE 

466-3911/481-3366 

Mountain Tral.'el 
Specialists 

J59-93o/ 

702 Third Avenue 
533-8671 
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BOARD NOMINATIONS 

It's that time again. The process of nominating candidates for the March 1989 to March 1990 
Governing Board begins with a nominating committee who propose a slate of candidates. This slate is 
published in the January Rambler. Additional nominations are occasionally made from the floor at 
the Nominations Banquet which is traditionally held in late January. Elections are then held at the 
General Membership meeting and the new Governing Board takes office in March. 

Anyone interested in serving on the WMC Governing Board is urged to contact one of the nominating 
committee members: 

Wick Miller (chair) 
Paul Horton 
Carol Kalm 

1-649-1790 
521-4296 
272-0828 

LISTEN TO THE WMC RADIO SPOTS 

KRCL 91 FM, 7:00 AM THURSDAY MORNINGS 



CONSERVATION NOTES 
by Chris Biltoft and Mary Fleming 

Preliminary Master PJan Issued 
A preHminary Wasatch Canyons Master Plan is 
now available for public review. After review by 
the County Planning Commission, this plem will 
be subject to another public hearing and then 
sent to the County Commission for aoopt1on. Th1s 
preliminary Plan affords significant protection 
from unbridled development, and deserves 
support. Salient features include retention of 
White Pine in its natural state for dispersed 
recreation use, and exclusion of an lnterconnect 
chair 1i ft system between the Cottonwocx:I Canyons 
and Park City because of its incompatibility with 
des1red canyon uses. The Plan recommends that 
canyon transportation problems be oodressed in 
the short term by an improved bus service, and 
in the long term through the study of a mountain 
transportation system. 

Plan implementation includes rules for Plan 
review and revision, and the establishment of a 
Wasatch Canyons Coordlnatlon Comm lttee. The 
committee, to include representatives from SL 
C.Ounty, the Forest Service, SL City. the City
County Board of Health, the Town of Alta, end 
State of Utah, will hold quarterly public meetings 
to actiress canyon issues. 

One fault with the preliminary Plan is its 
waffling on the W1nter Olymp1cs Issue. There 1s 
considerable interest in a Salt Lake bid for the 
1998 Winter Olympics. A Master Plan that 
rejects the possibility of holding Olympic events 
in the Cottonwood Canyons would throw cold water 
on this bid. Although the public would be left 
holding the beg for un-recouped expenses, local 
merchants would profit handsomely from the 
Olymp1cs. Therefore, the County Comm1ss1oners 
would not find politically palatable a Plan that 

36 

unequivocally rejected Olympic events in the 
Canyons. The best solution would be to strike all 
reference to the Olympics Bnd treet it es l!I 
development scheme when the proposal appears. 

Copies of the preliminary Plen are eveilable for 
$5. at the Salt Lake Q>unty Planning Division. 
They are occepting written comments prior to 1 O 
Dec. A show of pub I ic support for the p len will 
improve its chance for l:Kioption. Mail comments 
to SL County Planning Division, 2001 South 
State, Room #N3700, SLC, UT 84190-4200. 

To Introduce A Moose 
The Utah Div. of Wildlife Resources is planning 
trial introductions of moose and bighorn sheep in 
Utah's high country early next year. Th1rty 
moose are to be released in the Dixie National 
Forest on Boulder Mtn., with possible atiitional 
releases in the Panguitch Lake area neer Cedl!lr 
Breaks. Rocky Mtn. bighorn sheep transplants 
are planned for the Stansbury Mtns west of 
Tooele, and elong the Green River Corridor on the 
eastern slopes of the Uinta Mtns. It is hoped that 
these herds w111 surv1ve In the high country out 
of contact with domestic herds, and out of the 
ranoe of poocher·s rifles. 

Great Western Trai 1 Proposed 
A hiking route through Utah connecting Zion and 
Yellowstone Nat1onal Parks is beirnJ explored, 
with possible extension to Conn ond Mexico. 
The trail is mainly for foot travel, but may have 
parallel segments along port1ons of the route for 
mountain bikes, horses, and other modes of 
travel. The proposed route follows the Wasatch 
Crest from Davis County southeast to American 
Fork Canyon. A trail description is available at 
the Salt Lake Ranger Office, 6944 South, 3000 
El!ISt ( 524-5042). Club volunteers ere needed to 
serve on the trail planning committee, and to do 
future tra11 work. Please call us or the Forest 
Service for more information. 



AVALANCHE CLASS 

8:00 AM 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 1989 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, 1070 FOOTHILL DRIVE 

An avalanche class will be held on Saturday, January 14, 1989 at Zion Lutheran 
Church at 1070 Foothill Drive. The class is sponsored jointly by the Wasatch 
Mountain Club and the Salt Lake Group of the Sierra Club, and is open to the 
public. An optional small donation will be requested, to help defray the 
expense of giving the class. If you don't have any money come anyway. 

The class is designed for persons who have no prior knowledge of avalanches. 
The topics which will be covered are: 

* The physical properties of snow, and how the mountain snow pack 
changes over time. 

* The effect of terrain on avalanche hazards. 

* How to choose a route with minimum avalanche hazard. 

* How to organize your skiing party so that the members are exposed 
to as little danger as possible. 

* How to rescue somebody from an avalanche. 

* How the Utah Avalanche Forecast Center makes its hazard predictions, 
and how to interpret the recordings. 

The class will consist of two parts. The morning half will be a lecture, 
which will start at 8 AM. Numerous slides and movies will be shown, 
including a home movie of a local skier being caught in an avalanche. 
In the afternoon, we will go into the mountains and practice rescue 
techniques on some appropriate snowy hillside. 

You will not need skis or snowshoes, but be sure to dress warmly for the 
afternoon section. Make your own arrangements for lunch (e.g., bring it). 
Zion Lutheran is located at the intersection of 2100 East and Foothill. The 
morning lecture will be taught in the basement, which is entered from the west 
side (the back of the building). 

Experience has shown that the major reason for avalanche fatalities is 
ignorance. There have been a number of deaths in recent years of people who 
were apparently unaware that they were in danger. There have also been a 
number of people rescued alive after being buried in avalanches; in most 
cases, they lived only because their companions were prepared to deal promptly 
and efficiently with the situation. Therefore, this course is strongly 
recommended for all cross country skiers. It is designed to appeal to people 
who don't have the time or money to take one of the more extensive 
professional avalanche courses. 
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FROM THE 

SKI· TOURING DIRECTOR 

Yellowstone Winter Adventure 

January 27 - 31 are the dates for this season's 
Yellowstone ski and winter fun outing. We will be 
staying at the Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel, a quiet 
vintage hotel, which is accessible by car. We will 
stay for 4 nights and 3-1/2 days of winter fun. We 
will drive up to Mammoth Hot Springs on Friday. 
Cost for 4 nights accomodation is $68; food, carpool 
expense, hot tub rentals, ice skating, etc. is extra. 
Breakfast and dinner is available at the hotel restau
rant. To reserve your spot, a refundable trip deposit 
of$30.00 should be submitted to Anna Cordes, 1572 
East Bryan Avenue, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84105. 
Checks should be made payable to the Wasatch 
Mountain Club and are refundable until January 10. 
For more information call Anna at 467-9430. 

Winter in Bryce Canyon 

For a winter vacation away from the crowds, you 
may be interested in visiting Bryce Canyon and 
staying at Ruby's Inn. Ruby's Inn offers comfortable 
rooms, meals, picnic supplies, and other provisions. 
In an effort to expand their winter business, Ruby's 
Inn has extended low room rates and discounts to 
club members (see below). Skiing is available on 
groomed trails right outside the door of Ruby's Inn, 
and on ungroomed trails in Bryce Canyon. The Park 
Service also offers free snowshoes for walks through 
Bryce Canyon which is open everyday. Please 
identify yourself as a Wasatch Mountain Club 
member when making reservations, and show your 
membership card when claiming other discounts. 

Room rates: $34/double occupancy (Friday-Saturday) 
$30/double occupancy (Sunday - Thursday) 
includes free pass to Ruby's Inn ski track 

15% discount: all meals 
ski equipment rental 
snowmobile rental 

Reservations: (801) 834-5341 

Note: Please show your appreciation by tipping based on the 
regular pric~s_. not the discounted price. 

"Where Team Flowerchildren Hangs Out" 
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SKI TUNE SPECIAL 

BASIC HAND SKI TUNE: $15 

Includes: base grind, P-tex hand flat file, hand edge 
sharpen, base polisl'I and hot wax. 

DELUXE SKI TUNE: $25 

Includes: all of the above P.lus welding, b~se structu_rin·g, 
special edge prep and high performance 1mpregnat1on. 

WILD ROSE 702 THIRD A VENUE, SALT LAKE CITY 
' 533-8671 

A Two Minute Drive from the Great Basin Financial District 



AVALANCHE! 
Who: The Wasatch Mountain Club in conjunction with the Alaska Avalanche School 
are sponsoring: 

What: A special Backcountry Avalanche Hazard Evaluation Workshop: Oriented 
towards experienced mountaineers and backcountry skiers who like to ski "the steep and the 
deep", this comprehensive workshop will focus on answering these bottomline questions: 
Is the slope safe?; what data are you basing your hazard evaluation decisions upon?; and 
do better alternatives exist? Training will cover the latest snow stability evaluation 
techniques, terrain analysis, the mechanics of slab failure, snow metamorphism, route 
selection, avalanche hazard evaluation/decision-making, and backcountry rescue. Training 
will be intensive with 33 hours of training packed into three days. Emphasis will be on 
practical application of key concepts relating to avalanche hazard evaluation and on 
learning by doing in the field. Cost: $145 plus the cost of the required reading materials, 
if you don't have them already (Avalanche Handbook, $8; Alaska Avalanche School 
Reader, $3; and an inclinometer, $2). Instructors: Doug Fesler and Jill Fredston of the 
Alaska Avalanche School; Brad Meiklejohn and/or Bruce Tremper of the Utah Avalanche 
Forecast Center. 

When: January 20-22, 1989 (Fri.-Sun.) 

Where: Big Cottonwood Canyon, Utah at the Wasatch Mt. Club cabin and 
surrounding mountains. 

How: To register contact: John Kortbawi 
Wasatch Mt. Club 
801-485-7916 (evenings) 

A complete packet of information and pre-course materials will be sent to each 
participant upon registration. Pre-registration is required and spaces arc limited so don't 
delay! 

Other Requirements: Participants must be in good physical condition, able to ski or 
snowshoe uphill and down in variable terrain and changing snow conditions, and prepared 
to remain outdoors in foul weather all day. 
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TRIP· TALK 
WHITE ROCKS CAVE 

September 24, 1988 
by Linda Leigh 

Caving. The word has brought to my mind 
images of darkness, claustrophobic narrow 
passageways, crawling through mud and water, 
and being cold. Not the kind of activity a 
hiker-climber would do on a beautiful, warm, 
sunny September Saturday. 

Why was I on the trip? I) Curiosity - where is 
this highly decorated cave outside of 
Roosevelt? My mom grew up on a ranch 
between Myton and Roosevelt. I had never 
heard of the cave and I thought I knew the 
area pretty well. 2) Challenge. In Belize, we 
had casually inspected three caves. It had been 
fun and I wondered what a real caving trip 
would be like. .3) Lastly, and most 
importantly, Earl was on the trip. 

I discovered that caving is a collection of 
experiences that I happen to already enjoy: an 
autumn "color" drive, a hike to the cave 
entrance, scrambling around and up rock 
passages, and being with playful, positive 
people. 

We met at 8:00 am at the Parley's Way 
K-Mart, packed ourselves into cars and set out 
for the Uinta Basin. The weather was perfect: 
sunny and warm. The leaves in Daniel's 
Canyon were the most brilliant I had seen this 
Fall. Conversation was pleasant. The three 
hour drive to the trailhead seemed relatively 
short. 

At the trailhead, Dale handed out helmets and 
carbide lamps. We put them in our packs with 
our lunch to haul up the 1,000 ft rise to the 
cave. 

Before we could start our ascent, we had to 
ford a stream. The engineers in the group 
attempted to make a bridge across with a fallen 
tree. Others waded across. On the other side, 
our clothes were in various stages of wetness. 
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The trail was steep, warm, and had a bit of 
exposure. Any moisture we acquired crossing 
the river was appreciated and evaporated 
quickly .. 

The entrance to the cave is barred and locked 
shut to prevent vandals from removing the 
limestone formations. The disformed gate 
provided little security, however. Vince was 
able to squeeze his muscular body through the 
discontinuity between the gates and bars. 

We suited up, put water and carbide in our 
lamps and started our adventure. Dale led us 
to the initial chamber and told a little about 
the history of the cave. One mystery the cave 
holds is: who was the human who's skeleton 
was found in the distal portion of the cave? 
Also, why was a dog's skeleton found in 
another part of the cave? 

As we wandered from chamber to chamber of 
the cave I was thankful I was with Dale. I was 
lost. I had no idea which way led to sunlight. 
Dale pointed out various formations: soda 
straws, drapery, hellictites, etc. He informed 
us that pack rats frequent the cave. The rats' 
feces hardens and discolors the limestone. 

Moving around the cave was fun, particularly 
for those of us close to five feet tall. We 
"duck walked" under stalactites, did a modified 
chimney from one level of the cave to the 
next, and squeezed ourselves between 
formations. The end of the cave came too 
soon. 

My impression of caving now? I'll do it again; 
especially with Dale and the other wonderful 
people who explored White Rock Cave on 
September 24, 1988. 

Leader: Dale Green. Participants: Pat Beard, 
Earl Cook, Vince Desimone, Robert Janzen, 
Linda Leigh, Kevin Maley, Stephen Negler, 
Chuck Ranney, Elissa Stevens, Linda Wilcox, 
Hank Winawer. 



John Veranth, Elliott Mott, Chris Biltoft, and 
Norm Pobanz on. Silver Dollar summit, with 

RUBY MT RENDEZVOUS 

October 7-10, 1988 
by Chris Biltoft 

To avoid the crowds rushing south for the 
Columbus Day weekend, we decided to head 
west for another exploratory trip into Nevada's 
Ruby Mountains. I was joined by Norm 
Pobanz and Mary Fleming for the trek along 
1-80 to Elko and south to the town of 
Lamoille. Arriving in Lamoille at dusk, our 
first task was to pull a hunter's vehicle out of 
a drainage ditch, whereupon we learne~ ~~at 
hunting season was upon us. Our m1tia! 
objective, a hike up Talbot Creek to Verdi 
Lake, was also the likely objective of folks 
gathering at Lamoille's bar/cafe. So, we 
bedded down at the trailhead rendezvous 
uncertain about our chosen destination. 

We were greeted the next morning by Elliott 
Mott and John Veranth, and after a brief 

Snowflake in the background. 
Mountains, October 1988. Photo by 
Fleming. 

discussion decided to head for the Lamoille 
Canyon high country, away from the side 
canyons frequented by hunters and their prey. 
After packing into Island Lake and setting up 
camp, we hiked up the long, sloping ridge to 
the summit of Silver Dollar for lunch and great 
views of dendrite-like Snowflake Peak and the 
distant Ruby Dome. Feeling energetic, we 
traversed below Snowflake to Lamoille Lake 
and on the Liberty Pass for an unsurpassed 
view of the lovely tarns left by recently 
receded glaciers. 

Elliott, Norm, and John departed on Sunday 
while Mary and I continued our explorations, 
contouring around Thomas Mountain below its 
cliff face. Rounding the northwest side of 
Thomas Mountain, we found a patch of fine 
white wool and shortly thereafter spotted a 
great Rocky Mountain goat lounging in the 
cliffs above. In all, the Ruby Mountains off er 
easy access to great hiking and are a worthy 
addition to the Club's repertoire of favorite 
destinations. 
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GREAT BASIN NAT'L PARK 

Sept I 0-11, 1988 
by Anonymous 

We arrived at the Great Basin National Park 
about midnight on Friday. Having missed the 
campground sign, we camped in a pullout. A 
sky full of stars indicated no need for a tent. 
Within about fifteen minutes thunder, 
lightning, and a few raindrops convinced me to 
set up the tent which scared away any future 
rain drops. 

The next morning we made our way to the 
Wheeler Peak campground and found the trip 
leaders Wick & Joanne finishing breakfast. 

The peak party assembled at the trail head 
about 9:30 and took the long cut past Lakes 
Teresa and Stella. We soon ran into the non 
peak party who had taken the short cut to the 
peak trail head. Shortly we emerged from 
timberline and started up the saddle. To the 
east was a good view of the lakes and to the 
west Spring Valley. Eventually the saddle 
began to turn into ridge and the gradient 
steepened requiring more frequent rests. 

Finally I huffed & puffed to the top about half 
an hour behind the first party. I caught my 
breath and took in the magnificent view -
other peaks in all directions as far as the eye 
can see. I ate lunch as the first contingent 
started the descent. The last group arrived as I 
finished lunch. I started down into a cold stiff 
wind while the last group enjoyed a brief snow 
flurry. 

The non-peak party had spent Saturday 
exploring the lakes, bristle cone forest, and 
cirque. Sunday morning was our turn to check 
out the bristle cones & cirque while some of 
the others took the cave tour. 

Participants: Charles Lesley, Ruby J. Marshall, 
Helen Stanholz, Bill and Marjorie Lewis, 
Dolores Lewis-Wellman, Bruce Beck, Joanne 
and Wick Miller, Claude and Beverley Hanna 
(California recruits). 
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END OF SEASON WORK PARTY 

November 5, 1988 
by Janet Embry 

By 10:20 when I arrived, most of the rafts had 
at least some air in them and all the pumps 
were already being used. These people meant 
l;msiness. Carl handed out work assignments 
before zipping off to finish 14th in a relay 
race. Chuck gave lessons on where to check for 
grit and the rafts were soon hanging out to 
dry. 

Given a bucket and brush, Diane used the part 
of her mind not engaged in scrubbing rafts to 
think of a better way. She suggested that a 
toilet brush and hose might be faster and, 
later, while lolling around in a dry raft 
scooping up ever more sand with the brush and 
dust pan from her car, decided that a 
DustBuster on dry Hypalon might be even 
better. 

The oar rig frame and floor showed the most 
wear. The frame went home with Craig for 
welding repair (or maybe some of Craig's 
famous dutch oven cooking; I understand that 
will make anything feel better). The floor will 
template another before being sent to an as yet 
undisclosed final resting place. If the first aid 
kits are reliable evidence, it must have been a 
relatively safe season. 

As each item was checked off and put away, 
there were more stories about use and abuse. 
"Hey, Mike. They're packing the gas tank into 
the stove. Remember when you did that and 
the dinner crew didn't notice it when they 
started pasta about 9 p.m. one night. And the 
plastic melted and the tank went up into a 
firebomb." It's important to hear all the horror 
stories again and again. 

And finally the rafts went in too. Relatively 
clean, dry and lightly dusted with talcum, they 
were laid to rest under Tom's careful 
supervision. Who's Tom? You might well ask -
- he only shows up for Club work parties. 
Marlene remembers "some rafter" (they all look 
alike) had an industrial sewing machine. If you 
are willing to identify yourself, one of the 
tarps has a big rip that needs your attention. 



Pressed for a comment, Jeff Barrell allowed 
that it was unusual to see a work party with 
everyone working. "Remember the old days," 
he said "when everyone sat around and drank 
beer and watched a few people work?" Wait, 
had I known that was one of the options, it is 
entirely possible I would not have gone home 
with the season's residual sand in my hair. 

Participants: Carl Cook, Larry Hardebeck, Tim 
Poole, Liza Poole, Jim Hood, Bill Adams, Mike 
Dege, Tom Linus, Craig Homer, Janet Embry, 
Patti Harrison, Chuck Denton, Marlene Eggar, 
Sandy Freethey, Geoffrey Freethey, Diane 
Keay, Jim Brown (with Michael), Jeff Barrell. 
Film at 11 by Earl Cook. 

WEDDING 

Long time Club member Betsy Minden married 
Stuart Gallion on October 1 at the Alta Club. 
The couple will be living in San Francisco. 

X-COUNTRY SKI RACING INFO 

For information concerning cross country ski 
racing in Utah, call Dave Hanscom, 581-7023 
(work) or 649-3213 (home), or write to him at 
1451 Moray Court, Park City, UT 84060. 

Guy Benson skiing "the chutes" on Murdock. 
June 1986. Photo courtesy of Guy Benson. 
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TALES FROM THE 
FAR {FETCHED) SIDE 

by Hank Winawer 

It was incredible: a pristine wilderness just a 
few hours from my home in Salt Lake City. 
The area had escaped the evolutionary process 
since it was nestled in a remote canyon, sealed 
off from the rest of the world by a cyclone 
force turbulence emanating outward from 
concentric fumaroles on its perimeter. The 
deadly smoke-filled winds had prevented 
anyone from ever setting foot in this hostile 
environment. 

THE FAUNA: Cleftosaurus had retained its 
indented chin and rode around in huge two 
wheeled carts. Their most common name was 
Kirk. Alfasaurus was a dumb looking, twin 
legged two handed awkward and benign 
mammal. It was rumored that a newborn "Alf'' 
had been sucked up an intense air vent, 
landing in Burbank near an obscure studio that 
broadcast through a weird medium called T.V. 
(Tunnel Vision). Ronaldus Reaganus: when 
asked, it couldn't remember its function or 
purpose. Dollypardosaurus ... don't even ask! 

THE FLORA: Thomasi Edisonus was a very 
unusual plant which synthesized decaying 
organic matter and grew massive iridescent 
round flowers. Their glowing filaments 
emitted varying intens1t1es of light: infants -
15 Watts; adults - 1,000 Watts; the very old and 
senile James Watts. Another plant, 
Michellinus Radius propagated to 13, 14 or 15 
inch diameters. These prehistoric plants had 
parallel grooves on their outer edges and small 
metallic bristles that retracted in summer. The 
species existed in clusters of four, spun on an 
exis and changed positions every 40,000 
revolutions. 

As I awoke the reality hit me. There I was at 
Catherine Pass in the Wasatch. The dream had 
ended. Hiking down the mountian, I thought 
of Charles Darwin and what his mother told 
him when his mind would wander. "Sit up 
straight and eat all of your spinach or you'll 
never evolve into anything but a damned 
environmentalist." 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
AD POLICY 

Members may place classified ads for used sports equipment 
free of charge. Other classified ads require a $5.00 donation 
to the WMC for up to 20 words with $.20 per word over 20. 
Words of 2 letters or less will not count as a word. 

Send your ad (with a check enclosed if it is not a used sports 
equipment ad) before the 13th of the month to Sue DeVall, 
11730 South 700 West, Sandy UT 84070 or call Sue at 572-
3294 for information. 

The Rambler cannot accept any ad that is inconsistent with 
the purposes of the WMC, or that offends the sensibilities of 
club members. 

SEWING REPAIRS 

SEWING REP AIRS on outdoor equipment & clothing. Call 
572-3294 or ask for Sue at REI (486-2100). 

TO RENT 

Modern 1-2 bedroom duplex on a secluded acre. Creek, 
orchard, garage, greenhouse. 4265 S 1400 E. $260/month. 
272-6112 . 

House to share with owner. Relaxed female skier-hiker 
looking for another responsible non-smoker to share 2 
bedroom/I bath house. Patio, fireplace, washer/dryer and 
storage. $265 includes all utilities except long distance 
phone. East Liberty Park area. 596-1896 days, 364-5044 
late evening or early am. 

USED EQUIPMENT 

BINOCULARS. Celestron lightweight, 8 x 21, 7 degrees, 
field multicoated, rubber armored, with case. $80. 
VUARNET SUNGLASSES. Brown frame with double barrel 
stainless steel hinges. Top of the line. With case. $50. Call 
Rich after 1:00 pm at 486-7205. 

LOCKING SKI RACK. Adjustable, in good working cond. 
$20. John Barth 531-8262 (H) or 539-1515 ext 444. 

MEN'S MOUNTAIN BIKE. 18 speed, all steel 21 inch 
frame. Cantilever brakes, Shamano components. Brand 
new, never used. Silver color, very nice looking. Call Pam 
at 262-3014 after 5:00 pm weekdays or 251-1953 at work 
7:30-4:00. Lets discuss price, or see to make an offer. 

3 pair nordic SKIS. 200 & 205 cm. 3 pair ski boots, mens 
size 42. Call 277-1416. 

Rossignol Haute Route downhill powder SKIS. Exe. cond. 
185 cm, Look bindings. Call Kathy at 466-7749. 

SLEEPING BAG. Down for cold weather. Custom made. 
Fits people to 5'3". A great bargain if you're short. $75. 
Call Sue at 572-3294 & leave a message. 

'Eureka TENT. 14'6" by 9'. 3 windows & door. Excellent 
cond. Used 6 times. Includes 2 carrying bags. Asking $200. 
967-3864. 

XC BOOTS. Asolo DBL, mens size 9. Excellent cond. 
$150/offer. Al or Patty at 583-6416 



DECEMBER SKY CALENDAR 

by Ben Everitt 

MOON 
New Moon Dec 8 Jan 7 
First Quarter Dec 15 Jan 14 
Full Moon Dec 22 Jan 21 
Last Quarter Dec 30 Jan 29 

MOONRISE 
Saturday Greenwich Local Time 
Dec 3 1:16 1:30 am 
Dec 10 8:41 9:00 am 
Dec 17 12:31 1:00 pm 
Dec 24 17:48 6:00 pm 
Dec 31 0:03 12:30 am 

PLANETS: VENUS is still the morning star; 
MARS lights the evening sky in the 
constellation Pisces. JUPITER, in Taurus, tags 
behind ( or plods ahead, if you use the 
heliocentric model). SA TURN has disappeared 
behind the sun for a while. 

GALAPAGOS HO! 

March 16-26 

Dr. Robert Vickery, Biology Progessor at the 
University of Utah, is taking his evolution 
class on a field trip to the Galapagos Islands to 
relive Darwin's key experiences there. The 
trip is in the spring break - March 16-26. 

The group will fly from Salt Lake to Miami to 
Quito to the Galapagos Islands. While there, 
the group will live on 3 small boats and travel 
from island to island. 

Some places are still available. While the trip 
is a University class, a few "auditors" can be 
accommodated. The cost is $2,150. For 
further information, call Dr. Vickery during 
the day at 581-6071 or 581-6305. 

GRUBBY GOURMET 

by Roseann Woodward 

WASSAIL BOWL 

Back to tradition and if you drink enough of 
this - perhaps to bed - or if you drive and 
drink this - perhaps to jail. Merry Christmas! 

1/2 cup water 
I cup sugar 
2 sticks cinnamon 
3 slices lemon 
2 cups cranberry juice 
2 cups lemon juice, strained 
4 cups red wine 
Brandy 
Lemon slices. 

Boil water, sugar, cinnamon sticks and 3 lemon 
slices for about 5 minutes to make a syrup. 
Strain. Heat but don't boil cranberry juice, 
lemon juice, and red wine. Add the syrup. 
Pour into a bowl, add brandy to taste (this can 
be omitted if desired). Decorate with lemon 
slices. 

-: ,~; 
~;..J •. :c . A ii .. 
'' i.f?· 
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Rambler Crossword # 13 (Lucky last) 
"CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD" 

Rating NTD 

Across 
1 .. Good King ____ , 
7. Wrapping for George Bush. by APTERYX 

10. Supports a wheel. 
11. Premonition. 
13. So be it. 
16. More suited to Easter than Christmas? 
18. Christmas hymn. 
19. Small body of water; one was Golden. 
20. Adverb or preposition. 
22. Neither (French). 
23. Small body of water; used for swimming. 
24. Strong wind. 
26. Barberi's radio station. 
27 Slothful. 
28. Cure. 
29: Pronoun. 
30. Mat's city. 
31. Thus. 
33. Gaudy light. 
35. Medic. 
36. Domestic animal. 
39. Nest egg. (abbr) 
41. White Christmas berry. 
44. A pearl of great __ . 
46. Unity. 
47. Chemical unit. 
48. Lettuce. 
49. Play van. (abbr) 
50. See 54 down. 
53. Scrooge. 
55. Politicians do this. 
56: After Christmas dinner, your waistline will do 
this .. 

Down 
1. Christmas paper. 
2. Christmas illuminators. 
3. Former spouse. 
4. Christmas conveyance. 
5. Lower limb. 
6, South Africa. (abbr) 
7. Precious gift. 
8. Lassoo. 
9. Where the Christ child spent his boyhood. 
12. University of California. (abbr) 
14. Irritable. 
15. Chemical form (tautomer of keto). 
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17. Stylish contributor to Nancy's $1.4 million 
wardrobe. 
21. Choose 
25. Diphthong. 
32. Upon. 
34 .. Decorate the tree. 
35. Heavenly. 
37. What you did to Christmas dinner. 
38. Toward. 
39. You don't think of this at Christmas. (abbr) 
40. An oak grows from this. 
42. Impend. 
43. You'll sure do this at Christmas, regrettably! 
44. Catholic leader. 
45. Santa's helpers. 
51. Historic period. 
52. Center of the solar system. 
5~., 50 Across. Honored by Utah as an upholder of 
constitutional standards. 

This will be the last Crossword by Apteryx. 



WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB 
APPLICATION FOR NEW MEMBERS/REINSTATEMENT FOR PREVIOUS MEMBERS 

RAMBLER SUBSCRIPTION QUALIFICATION FORM 

Please read carefully and fill out completely. Your signature is required. 

APPLICANT'S NAMES: ------------------------------

ADDRESS: CITY ST ZIP ----------------- --------- ---

HOME PHONE DAY PHONE BIRTH DATE ------- ------- --------

I hereby apply for 

DO 

NEW MEMBERSHIP 

REINSTATEMENT 

STUDENT 
_SINGLE membership in the WMC 

COUPLE 

I wish to receive the Rambler (the WMC publication). Subscription price 
DO NOT is not deductible from the dues. 

Enclosed is $....,...,..-,--- for one year's (Mar 1 19 to Feb 28 19 ) dues and application fee. 
*** Make checks payable to Wasatch Mountain Club (CHECKS ONLY) *** 

Remit: $20.00 for student membership ($15.00 dues and $5.00 application fee) 
$30.00 for single membership ($25.00 dues and $5.00 application fee) 
$40.00 for couple membership ($35.00 dues and $5.00 application fee) 
(NOTE: These rates include the $12.00 for the Rambler subscription) 

YOU MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING FOR MEMBERSHIP CONSIDERATION 
THE ACTIVITY DA TES MUST HA VE BEEN WITHIN ONE YEAR OF THIS APPLICATION 

qualifying activity date signature of recommending leader 

l. ----------------
2. ----------------
I agree to abide by all the rules and regulations of the WMC. 1 am 18 years of age or older. 
I am willing to serve the WMC in the following areas: (please check) 
_Service Project _Lodge work _Conservation Rambler _Thurs Night Hikes 

Hike Leader Boat Leader Ski Leader Social Assist 

I found out about the WMC from -------------------------

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE: ---------------------------

MAIL APPLICATION AND CHECK TO: 

LEAVE BLANK 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB 
888 SOUTH 200 EAST, SUITE 111 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, 84111 

Receipt #: Date Received: Amount Recv'd: ----- -------- ----------
(or check #) (less application fee) 
Board Approval Date (Rev 7 /88 Pub 12/88) 
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IN CASE OF EMERGENCY PLEASE NOTIFY 
THE SALT LAKE COUNTY 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE AT: 

535-7055 
OR THE APPROPRIATE EMERGENCY 

AGENCY IN YOUR LOCATION. 

Salt Lake ............. 364-1581 
Ogden ............... 621-2362 
Logan ................ 752-4146 
Provo ................ 374-9770 

COVER PHOTOS: (unknown), Russ Eastes, 
and Earl Cook 
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