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Mark Jones and Holly Smith

MARCH 31, 2012

More photos on page 27

As I write this in late March, the warm and dry weather pattern continues.  One 
obvious consequence of the below average snow pack is that many trails and routes 
will dry out earlier. 

Hopefully, the hiking season will be long and pleasant.  The foundation of trail 
maintenance is good hiking practices.  Do not litter.  Carry out what you carry in.  
Make good use of trails.  Do not short cut switchbacks.  When you encounter muddy 
and wet trail sections, please continue to stay on the trail.  Creating alternative routes 
around the wet and messy sections does not help the forest and the environment.  
When choosing hikes during wet, muddy seasons, consider trails that travel 
predominantly on sunny/dry aspects as part of the trail selection criteria.  Please 
continue to practice these guidelines. 

Your participation in trail maintenance events is encouraged.  This spring, the Wasatch 
Mountain Club will join with the Bonneville Shoreline Trail Association and other 
groups to build a new section of the Bonneville Shoreline trail.  The dates for April’s 
trail work are the 14th and 28th, with our upcoming work scheduled for May 12th and 
May 19th.  Please plan on meeting us at 7:45 a.m. at the 6200 South Park and Ride 
lot.  Wear long pants and sturdy boots.  Please bring work gloves, water, and rain 
gear.  The Wasatch Mountain Club will provide drinks and snacks. 

    BECOME A WMC MEMBER
You can join or renew online or download a membership or 
renewal application .  Go to www .wasatchmountainclub .org  

Questions?  Email or call .  We're happy to answer . 

Trail Maintenance Notes 
Dave Andrenyak



4



5

Mount Olympus and West Grandeur

Trailhead Adoption Team

The Wasatch Mountain Club is proud to enter into an arrangement with Salt Lake County to provide club 
support and assistance in maintaining the Mount Olympus and West Grandeur trailheads.  Throughout the 
month of March, WMC members met with representatives from Salt Lake County to discuss general terms 
and conditions for adoption, and to discuss very specific needs that club members felt needed immediate 
attention.  

The WMC Trailhead Adoption Team and Salt Lake County identified the following specific issues we felt we 
could move forward with right away:

•	 Graffiti Removal Part I:  The county has personnel and equipment for immediate response to graffiti 
that is easily accessible (i.e. the jersey barriers surrounding the parking lot).  They just need to know 
about it.  Club members should call 801-363-4723 to report graffiti that needs to be removed at 
either trailhead.  Alternatively, any club member can pick up graffiti removal supplies at the Holladay    
Unified Police Department (4570 South 2300 East).  Call Vicki at the station (801-272-0426) to make 
sure she has supplies on hand.

•	 Graffiti Removal Part II:  Some taggers have better lung capacity and tolerance for exposure than    
others.  Pete’s Rock is still a mess and there’s a bit more farther up the trail.  The WMC Trailhead   
Adoption Team explored a number of options for dealing with graffiti that is more challenging to get 
to.  Paint removal chemicals were either not appropriate for this natural setting, or those that were 
more environmentally friendly were not effective when tested recently on Pete’s Rock.  Sand blasting 
was an option, but getting the sand and equipment to the removal site, then managing sandblast grit 
during and following sandblasting activities became more problematic than we felt we could manage.    
Pressure washing did not work.  We’re left with artfully applied paint.  Hopefully, by the time this 
Rambler is published, Pete’s Rock will be restored.

•	 Trash Management:  There has been no trash receptacle at the Mount Olympus trailhead.  Garbage 
trucks can’t get up into the parking lot, and the trucks can’t stop on a high-volume high-speed road 
with blind curves.  The WMC Trailhead Adoption Team offered to provide regular Monday/Friday trash 
bag removal/replacement service if the county would provide the trash can and replacement trash 
bags.  So the county has placed a 30-gallon trash can at the trailhead, and bags are dropped off at 
one of several nearby county-operated dumpsters (the golf course or nearby parks).  We’ll try to get 
a label on the trash can that says “Serviced by the Wasatch Mountain Club.”  If you drive by the 
Mt . Olympus trailhead regularly anyway, let us know if you could be part of the trash bag   
removal/replacement team .

•	 Purge the Spurge:  So far this has been all about Mount Olympus, but West Grandeur needs our help 
too.  The primary threat in the West Grandeur trailhead area is the invasive myrtle spurge, and now 
is the time it will start popping up.  The county has set aside May12th as a Spurge Purge day, but as 
Clubbers, we don’t need to wait until the 12th.  Start pulling now, or think about coming out on the 
12th just long enough to familiarize yourself with identifying and handling spurge .  Then 
when we’re out for a hike in this area, our hiking groups can take an extra 10 or 15 minutes to poke 
around and remove what we see (be sure to see Purging Tips – this stuff is nasty!).  

All club members can be part of the general maintenance and upkeep of these two trailheads (trash pick-up, 
reporting graffiti, removing spurge, etc.) and periodically, we’ll reach out to the general club membership with 
updates and requests for assistance with specific needs.  But please let us know if you would like to be part 
of this core Trailhead Adoption planning and action group. 
 
Julie Kilgore     Dave Andrenyak
WMC Hiking Director    Trails Maintenance Coordinator
801-244-3323     801-582-6106
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Boating Message
Director: Don Urrizaga

April 14 Boat Shed Opening Work Party Bret Mathews bretmaverick999@yahoo.com
April 9 – 15 Dirty Devil (San Juan 

backup)
Class II Steve Pace stephencpace@alum.mit.edu

May 5 - 6 Swiftwater Rescue 
Training

Class III Don Urrizaga  don_urrizaga@yahoo.com

May 18 –20 Beginners Trip Class II Bret Mathews bretmaverick999@yahoo.com

Marilyn Smith marilynasmith@msn.com 
May 15 –27 Escalante River Class II Steve Pace stephencpace@alum.mit.edu
June 1 - 7 Middle Fork Salmon Class III+ Don Urrizaga  don_urrizaga@yahoo.com
June 3 - 9 Muddy Creek Class II Steve Pace stephencpace@alum.mit.edu
June 27 – 30 Yampa Class III Alan Mayo alan_mayo@hotmail.com
July 1 - 7 Main Salmon Class III Carroll Mays cam502005@gmail.com 

Jul 4 – 8 Payette, ID Class III Rick Thompson gone2moab@hotmail.com 

Jul 18 - 24 Main Salmon Class III Alan Mayo alan_mayo@hotmail.com 
Aug 5 - 11 Desolation Canyon Class III Robert Cady rcady@xmission.com 

Sep 14 - 16 Alpine Canyon Class III Marilyn Smith marilynasmith@msn.com
TBD Pink Flamingo Easy Cindy Crass 

Come hear Carol Masheter speak on her 
experiences climbing the Seven Summits

Tuesday, May 15, 2012, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

Eccles Institute of Human Genetics Auditorium, 
University of Utah

Come see the pictures and hear the stories about Carol 
Masheter’s climb of the Seven Summits, the highest peak in each continent.  
Masheter climbed her first of the Seven Summits, Aconcagua, the highest peak in South 
America, at age 60 in 2007 to counter her fear of aging.  On March 17, 2012, she climbed 
her last on the original list of the Seven Summits, Mt. Kosciuszko in Australia, and became 
the oldest woman in the world to do so.   Masheter has written a book about her climb of Mt. 
Everest in 2008, “No Magic Helicopter, An Aging Amazon’s Climb of Everest.”

Books will be on sale at the talk.  Cash and checks only.

For a map to the venue: http://www.map.utah.edu/?WT.svl=map_topnav, find bldg. # 533.  Parking available in 
terrace garage (HSCPT on map).

Contact Donnie Benson for more information: 801-809-1854
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Group in Layton at Einstein Bagels 
L-R: Dave, Christopher, Katie, Mike, 

Kelly and Kristie

Group at the confluence 
of the 

Weber and Ogden Rivers

 L-R: Dave, Kristie, Katie and Kelly 

along the Legacy Parkway Trail 

approaching Farmington

Photos by Elliott Mott

Group getting started to depart Salt Lake

L-R: Dave, Rick, Mark, Chris, 
Marcia, Dave and Carrie

L-R: Marcia, Carrie, Chris, 
Dave, Mark and Rick

Photos by 
Elliott Mott

Bike Ride

Rainbow Gardens

Elliott Mott's 

3/31/12

Elliott Mott's Layton Loop
Bike Ride

3/25/12
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At noon on Saturday, March 17, 2012, I stood on the summit of Mt. 
Kosciuszko with two new Australia friends and a crowd of cheering 
vacationers.  

Though Kozzie may not be much of a mountain, getting to it 
and climbing it was a minor miracle.  I had already climbed the 
other six of the Seven Summits, according to Dick Bass’s original 
list of the highest peak on each continent.  Yet so many things 
had already gone wrong.  I had flown to Denpasar, Bali, to meet 
our Mountain Trip guide, Kevin, and three other climbers, Carina 
from Finland, Dennis from London, and Qobin from Malaysia, to 
climb the Carstensz Pyramid in Papua Province, Indonesia, a fin 
of limestone that rises from the jungle to just over 16,000 feet in elevation.  It is considered the “seventh 
summit” on the Messner list of the highest peak on each of the seven continents.  After daily announcements 
from our local operator, Franky, in Timika, Papua, of “no helicopter today, helicopter tomorrow, I guarantee,” 
we gave up on helicopter access to Base Camp and tried to fly to the start of the grueling five-day trek through 
the jungle to Base Camp.  Broken clouds partially obscured the landing strip; the pilot would not land and flew 
us back to Timika.  Demoralized by all the delays and the humid heat, the other three climbers did not want 
to risk the trek, reputedly one of the most extreme and difficult treks in the world.  I asked Kevin whether the 
trek and climb could be run for me alone.  He said no.  

The Carstensz Pyramid trip was over.  We returned to Bali.  I felt very frustrated and disappointed.  I stomped 
away from the group for some loud swearing, then walked and walked and walked in circles like a caged 
tigress to burn off frustration.

How to salvage this ill-fated trip?  Maybe I could get to Australia and climb Mt. Kosciuszko (Kozzie), the original 
seventh of the Seven Summits.  In our hotel lounge in Bali on Wednesday, March 14th, I waited impatiently for 
other guests to finish using the Internet.  Once I got my turn, the Internet repeatedly froze and crashed.  Once 
I was finally able to get into my email mailbox, I learned that Chris Burke, with whom I had summited the 
Vinson Massif, the highest point in Antarctica, last January, and her friend, Candace Hall, had already planned 
to climb Kozzie on Saturday, March 17th.  This was the only time they could climb Kozzie for the next 8 weeks.   
They would drive from Sydney toward the trailhead Friday after work.  Chris asked if I could get to Sydney in 
time to join them.  

What a generous and timely offer!  There is no public transportation between Sydney and the trailhead, a 6 
hour drive, this time of year.  I was not keen on trying to rent a car without a driver’s license, which I had left 
at home.  In the wee hours I found a Thursday red-eye special and booked it, just as the hotel staff gently 
urged me from the lounge with polite smiles and Namaste’s, so they could close up and go to bed.

Friday evening around 5:30 p.m., Chris and I met Candace on a traffic-clogged street near her law office in 
Sydney, hurled our daypacks, hiking boots, and trekking poles into the back of her truck, and jumped into the 
cab.  Then we crept through hours of gridlock Friday evening traffic.  It seemed that everyone was leaving 
town. 

Many miles out of town the traffic slowly eased, and we were able to make better time.  Then the rain started.  
It came down in buckets.  Visibility shrank to nothing.  Other cars pulled over to wait out the downpour.  
Candace drove on.  I don’t know how she could see the road.  What if the road is washed out?  Chris and 
Candace wondered out loud.  This trip seemed to be cursed.  First, I could not get within climbing distance of 

 Photo by Anne Marie Spencer 

Carol Masheter Becomes the Oldest 
Woman  in the World to Summit the 

Seven Summits7
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the Carstensz Pyramid.  Now Kozzie seemed to elude me.  

After what seemed like a very long time, the rain eased up, then stopped.  We drove through the night, 
watching for kangaroos.  Hitting one would be like hitting a mule deer, sad and potentially dangerous.  Chris 
and Candace saw a couple of ‘roos, but they were too quick for me.  I did see a road kill red fox, a sad flash 
of red and white fur in the headlights.  We arrived at the backpacker lodge in Jindabyne at nearly midnight, 
where we were the only guests.  It was clean, quiet, and reasonable priced at 22 Australian dollars for each of 
us for the night.  We had no time to use the tidy kitchen or showers.  Sleep was more urgent.

We were up at 6:30 a.m. to drive the last hour to the trailhead.  We drove through a fresh, rain-washed 
dawn the last winding miles to Thredbo, a quaint, modest ski resort that boasted two ski lifts.  At 8 a.m. we 
shouldered our daypacks, didn’t bother to look for a trailhead, and tramped up a 30 to 35 degree slope of 
tall, dew-soaked grass under the ski lifts.  It had been unusually rainy the last several weeks, so the last of 
the Australian summer wildflowers, splashes of yellow, white, and pale blue, peeped through knee-high green 
grass, which is usually golden tan this time of year.    

Chris, Candace, and I were not a strong party.  I had a nasty cold that filled my sinuses and blocked my ears, 
so I was nearly deaf.  Chris had a rasping cough.  Candace felt tired and nauseated.  As we plodded slowly up 
the wet grassy slope, the ski lifts began to run overhead, carrying families of hikers and helmeted mountain 
bikers clutching their bikes.  Lift riders called down to us.  With my blocked ears, I couldn’t understand what 
they were saying.  I hollered back, joking, “Have a little respect, we’re setting a world record here!”  More 
muffled calls floated back down to us.  We certainly didn’t look like record setters.

Mt. Kosciuszko is a low, broad hill that gradually swells to 7,310 feet in elevation, a gain of about 3,300 vertical 
feet.  It is not much of a climb by Wasatch Mountain standards, but it IS the highest point in continental 
Australia.  Part of me wanted to hurry and just get it done, finish the Seven Summits, before anything else 
went wrong.  Another part of me wanted to go slowly and savor it with my Australian friends.

As we gained elevation, we passed clumps of gum trees and crossed the mountain bike trail repeatedly, 
watching warily for mountain bikers speeding downhill.  After about 2 hours, we reached the top of the ski lift, 
an elevation gain of 1,500 feet.  From there, the trail is paved with bricks or stones or covered by a raised iron 
grid to protect the fragile alpine (yes, alpine!) vegetation.  Hikers got off the lift and joined us.  During high 
season, 1,000 people a day hike to the summit of Kosciuszko.  I can see why.  It is a lovely hike of 7.75 miles 
round trip from the top of the ski lifts, or about 11 or 12 miles round trip from the base of the lifts.  

We sauntered through at least three distinct vegetation zones, past streams, lakes, and nature signs.  Walking 
on the metal grid was surreal, like floating on the tips of blades of tall grass.  Families with small children 
passed us, as we stopped to take pictures and eat snacks, adjust our clothing layers, and joke and laugh 
together.  As we neared the true summit, Candace filmed, while Chris interviewed me.  It was a bit tongue in 
cheek, a gentle “mockumentary.”  A small crowd milling around the stone monument that marks the summit 
realized something was up.  Applause built and rippled through the crowd, as I neared the stone monument.  
One stoutish mother with two young girls said, “Oh, you really are setting a world record!  I told my daughters 
[when you yelled up to us in the ski lift about setting a world record] it was a joke!”  We all had a good laugh 
about how we try to teach kids about the world, and how we sometimes get it wrong.

Many handshakes and congratulations followed.  We took pictures: we three standing next to the summit 
monument, me standing on top of the monument, me standing next to the monument, a crowd of children and 
adults, who wanted to be photographed with me, individual shots of Chris and Candace.  I talked with a young 
physician, who is studying tropical medicine and is interested in climbing the Seven Summits, about the skill set 
he would need. 

Several people wanted to know about my Everest climb.  For the first time in over a year, tears filled my eyes 
as I recounted some of the miracles of that climb, the many challenges and lessons learned, the summit, the 
blind descent, the “hero’s” welcome home.  

It was time to go.  We had had our time on the summit.  Others wanted to pose for their own photos.  We 
were perhaps 50 yards down the trail, when someone ran up behind us, asking us to stop.  A small, lean 
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woman with the sun-creased face of someone who spends a lot of time outdoors, introduced herself as Acacia 
Rose, a local guide.  She was with another Seven Summiter, a Korean American woman, Susanna Derby.  
“Did we want to meet her?”  “Of course!” we replied.  We shook hands with Susanna, who has climbed the 
Carstensz Pyramid as well as Kozzie, her 12-year-old-son, Simon, and Graham, whom Chris had met on Everest 
last spring.   

As we strode down the trail, Susanna and I chattered excitedly about experiences we had had on Everest, 
Denali, Aconcagua, Kilimanjaro, Vinson Massif, and Elbrus, comparing and sharing.  Chris and Graham caught 
up on what had happened in their lives since Everest.  Young Simon was all ears.  I felt immediate kinship with 
these people, who, moments ago, were total strangers.  They have “been there,” too.   

The time came to go our separate ways.  Acacia, Susanna, Simon, and Graham left to descend by a different 
trail.  The vibrant excitement of summiting the last of the Seven Summits and meeting another Seven 
Summiter and sharing a triumphant moment with new friends simmered at a warm glow.  Kozzie may have 
been a “consolation prize” after not getting close enough the Carstensz Pyramid to climb it, but I had just set 
a world record.  My new Australian friends, Chris and Candace, had made it happen and had made it a special 
experience.  I was grateful.  Carstensz Pyramid could wait.

A shortened version of the communication Carol 
Masheter sent to news@7Summits.com on March 
24, 2012, follows.

I just completed the Seven Summits including 
Kosciuszko at noon, March 17, 2012, at age 65 
years and five months (159 days).  I believe that 
I am currently the oldest woman in the world to 
summit the Seven Summits on the original Dick 
Bass (Kosciuszko) list.  I was born on October 10, 
1946, in Santa Monica, California, USA.

Mt . Everest, Nepal, summited May 24, 
2008, at age 61 years and 227 days 

(about 7 ½ months)

Aconcagua, 
Argentina, 
summited 

January 21, 
2007, at age 60 

years and 93 
days (about 3 

months)

Mt . Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, summited 
December 24, 2007, at age 61 years 

and 75 days (about 2 ½ months)
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Denali, Alaska, summited 
June 6, 2010, at age 63 years 
and 239 day (about 8 months)

Mt . Elbrus, Russia, summited 
August 6, 2011, at age 64 years 
and 294 days (about 10 months)

Vinson Massif, 
Antarctica, 
summited 
January 6, 

2012 at age 65 
years and 88 
days (about 3 

months) 

Mt . Kosciuszko, Australia, 
summited March 17, 2012, 

at age 65 years and 159 days 
(about 5 months)  
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Tangles  Salon & Day Spa
7076 S.  Highland Dr.
801-424-2724

L a u r e n  W a L T e r S c H e i D
      M a S T e r  a e S T H e T i c i a n

Mention this ad and receive 20% off

$35 Pedicure
$50 Spa Pedicure
Val id  only  with  Lauren

The heath benefits of pedicures are not imagined 
and are a part of proper foot care.  Gone are the 
days when this kind of foot care was a luxury only for 
the ladies.  it's time out for a pampering to reduce 
stress.  We deserve to take good care of our feet!

MARKETPLACE

This space is reserved for those members placing ads for used and recreational gear 
or for private and non-commercial and not-for-profit activities. To submit an ad, 
e-mail it to wasatchmountainclub@gmail.com by the 10th of each month prior to 
publication. Non WMC members $5.00 up to 20 words, $0.20 per additional word.

REMEMBER:  There is also a “Gear Swap” area online where you can post what you are looking for, 
or place something that you want to sell or get rid of.  It seems to be more up-to-date most of the 
time, due to the hard copy of the Rambler only being produced once a month.
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Our canoe/canyoneering adventure started on Thursday, March 1st; we were headed to Nevada.  We 
stayed at the La Hacienda Hotel near the Hoover Dam, and, after checking in, we drove over to check 
out the Dam.  With it being 726.4 feet high, it is an impressive sight to see, and the new bridge high 
above it is a piece of work.  Afterwards, we hit the casino buffet for a taste of Vegas and went over 
last minute details.

In the morning we started the real adventure.  We met our canoe outfitter at 8:00 a.m., loaded gear 
in the canoe trailers in the chilly breeze, and took a short drive to the bottom of the Dam.  We loaded 
our canoes with our gear and paddled down the Colorado River for half a mile until we came to our 
first stop, the Sauna Cave.  It is a man-made tunnel that was dug to determine if it was a good place 
for a dam to be built, revealed boiling water coming up through cracks in the rock, not ideal for a 
dam, but perfect for us to enjoy a natural sauna.  The Sauna Cave has water up to knee deep and hot 
enough to melt the soles right off your sandals, which was exactly what happened in my case.  Back 
in the canoes we headed for Goldstrike Canyon, our camping spot for the night.  As we arrived at the 
mouth of the canyon we tied off our boats, unloaded our gear, and set out to find a tent spot for the 
night.  With warm stream beds, an impressive boulder field, and three good sized hot pots, this made 
for an exciting first night in the canyon!

The next morning we ate a leisurely breakfast, packed our gear and loaded it into the canoes, and 
paddled to a canyon called Boy Scout for a little canyoneering, my favorite part of the trip.  A nice 
warm stream bed to walk in, and a few obstacles which weren’t too difficult, thanks to ropes and our 
canyoneering expert Rick Thompson.  However, there were two difficult obstacles before reaching 
the dead end top bowl of the canyon.  Two sizeable walls; one with water, and one dry, which 
required Batman skills, upper body strength, and spotters.  This canyon made for an exciting day 
trip.  After our hike we ate lunch at the boats, and then headed to our final camping site, Arizona Hot 
Springs.  

Arizona Hot Springs is the least primitive of all our stops, with two pit toilets and a large area for 
several groups to camp.  The WMC group was able to secure a small side canyon as our campsite to 
accommodate our entire group exclusively.  After setting up camp we all decided to make the short 
hike to the hot springs.  We climbed a twenty foot ladder to discover two and a half impressive hot 
pots.  The lower hot pot is warm and roomy; the second was waist deep and 105.6 degrees F!  The 
top hot pot was mostly filled in with dirt and rocks and the water was a scorching 108 degrees!  We 
relaxed in the hot springs for a while and then headed back to camp for dinner.

Sunday morning, as we were carrying gear to the canoes, we were alarmed to find one of our boats 
was MIA!  We had about nine miles to canoe on a very slow moving river with two extra people, all 
their gear, and as we hit the water we hoped to find the missing canoe before our takeout at Willow 
Beach.  About half way down the canyon, we met some folks in a powerboat coming upstream who 
had seen our missing canoe stuck in some rocks on the side of the river, and had tied it off on a tree.  
With a sigh of relief we paddled until we recovered it shortly thereafter.  From there it was only a few 
short miles to Willow Beach where we would end our adventure.  We arrived there an hour early from 
our scheduled pick up time, but luckily the canoe outfitter arrived shortly after us.  We loaded gear 
and canoes back onto the trailers and rode back to the hotel, said our goodbyes and headed back to 
Utah.  This was a great adventure and we look forward to the next one!  Submitted by Alison and 
Nate Bartholomew .

Rick Thompson's Black Canyon Kayak/Canoe Trip
March 1-4, 2012
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Boaters at Hoover Dam

Climbing 
up the 

boulder 
field in 

Gold Strike

Climbing up a water hazard 
in Boy Scout Canyon

Heather, Cyndee and Rick, 
tripling up until we caught 
up with the missing canoe

Headed down the river

Photos by Brucer Richards 
and Heather Van Duker
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Bantam Black Canyon By Rob Jones

Summary: This is a report about a short (bantam) trip exploring the Black Canyon of the Colorado River by 
canoe.  It was organized by Zig and Dave of the WMC.  Short, yet sweet.  We canoed a dozen miles of this 
glorious river, as it is freed from the horror of Lake Mead evaporation pond. 

Trip participants include: Phyllis Anderson, Connie Bain, Barbara Boehme, Linda and Vince Desimone, Bob 
Grant, Rob Jones, Mardi Maack, Cathy Mooney, Kathy Olson, Dave Rumbellow, Marilyn Smith, David Sturgeon, 
and Zig Sondelski.

Day 1: Liberation! Hike to Liberty Bell Arch and Black Canyon (BC) Overlook: 5.5 miles. 

I’m returning from the BC Overlook into the captive Colorado, clear and languid, it rolls along hemmed in by 
ebony gutters, freshly released from the Lake Mead impoundment and sewage pond, when, humm, something 
moves near the Liberty Arch buttress.  I pause.  A deer?  An ear of a dear?  No, the ungulate dashes straight 
up a naked rock chute.  A Bighorn Sheep ewe.  Rock dancer. 

I turn my attention back to the arch, noting that the highway on stilts can be seen a few miles up-canyon. 

It’s been a most excellent break from the drive.  I pulled off at MP (mile post) 4 on Highway 93, nearly to 
Nevada, and park, then walk back under the road and into the rolling tortured terrain of buffy and black rocks 
in White Rock Canyon.  The canyon narrows and, I believe, drops to access Arizona Hot Springs.  I peel off 
this route and roll past an unusual ore boat - near an abandoned magnesium mine on my way to the arch and 
overlook. 

And what of the Colorado River, harnessed for a city that should not be.  Like Phoenix, Las Vegas is an insult to 
the desert, creating a problem where one should not be. 

Then, it’s time to travel the short distance to the motel to meet other members of the Wasatch Mountain Club 
for pre-canoe gorging and organization.  It’s good to be back among friends, new and old.

Day 2: A Good Scout: Canoe RM (River Mile) 64 to 61.7, Boy Scout Canyon. 

Gurgle, bonk, clunk, glug, Connie’ and Cathy’s canoe slowly rolls turtle into the frigid captive Colorado.  Yikes! 
Rescue?  No, Dave and I grab the drowned canoe and help the women guide the swamped sluggish capsized 
vessel to the rocky shore, unload all the strapped-in bags, drain then flip the canoe upright, reload, continue 
down River.  The river looks passive, yet reveals a different nature with sheer forces around rocks and 
upstream eddies, as in this example.  A little excitement to spice the day. 

And the NPS (National Park Service) notes that: From Hoover Dam to mid-way between Willow Beach and 
Eldorado Canyon …the current ranges from 3 to 12 mph.  This current is variable, depending on the volume 
of water released from Hoover Dam and the water level in Lake Mohave.  At Ringbolt Rapids, the speed of the 
water may reach 16 mph on week days. 

Earlier, we 14 from the WMC load the trailer for the short shuttle to the foot of the damn, load 7 canoes with 
provisions and goodies, and lilt down river to the Sauna Cave, where a bored tunnel leads through hot water, 
instantly steaming over glasses and lights and camera lenses.

Then, to Gold Strike Canyon to hunt for hot springs, finding and enjoying several.  And, then down river to Boy 
Scout Canyon to lunch and camp and scale slippery obstacles up-canyon, sloshing through hot springs and hot 

zIG SONDELSKI'S BLACK CANYON CANOE  
PART DEUx - FLAT WATER

March 8-11, 2012
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water along the way.  The obstacles get progressively more difficult, and hikers turn around just beyond their 
comfort point. 

The Las Vegas air coolers and lights and casinos are switched on full and the river level undulates and rises 
and rises.  Our well-beached canoes, once completely out of water, are floating free (yet tethered) during the 
night.  The pathway to the portable scenic toilet is submerged, yet only Bob, prowling the night, notices. 

I dream about floating away.  Not because of the river, but because of the hot water rolling down the canyon.  
The cool and still air accentuates the clashing of water over obstacles up-canyon.  Then, there are musings 
about the river and how it might have been.... without the damn dam.

Day 3: Nesting With Cranes: To RM 55.8, Cranes Nest Canyon.

Like a blizzard of black flakes, the explosion of American Coots struggles to get airborne and they finally 
sweep past in a blur.  It’s a sunny, delightful day in BC.  Dave and I ease into Sea Cave and cruise silently 
above a turquoise bottom into relative dark.  Too narrow to turn around, we back out so others can have a 
turn.  It’s certainly calmer than when those speedboats churn past, throwing out a dangerous wake, acting like 
republicans. 

On to Moonscape Canyon, where the stream is warm and up-canyon are hot springs and pools, one pool 
around 105F.  Lovely.  A coursing slither of warm water forms a 10-foot falls and marks our turn-around spot 
for today.  Three Bighorn Sheep dash down seemingly vertical rock and perilously ply the path up the other 
side of the canyon.  Wow. 

At White Rock Canyon, the throngs of people press the life from the fragile desert, exemplifying the population 
glut that is unsustainable, and has been for decades.  Will politicians, even scientists, talk about this 500-pound 
gorilla in the room? 

One can hike down White Rock from the highway; continue downriver to Arizona HS, where another throng 
swirls like a toity bowl in the tiers of HS that grace an adorable narrow canyon.  Scenic toilets too.  Wondrous.  
Photogenic. 

After tours of the canyons, we leave the impending decibel dirge (party and yell) for a quieter venue, albeit 
to a gathering gale.  Well, not quite a gale, yet enough up-canyon wind to form whitecaps at times.  Horrid 
air tour terrorists add to our disdain over disruptions of the natural quiet.  Actually, they are worse than most 
other intrusions. 

Three Cormorants ply the twilight in a basic chevron, marking the end of a BC day.  We mark it around our 
social circle, sharing conversation, schnapps, humus, salsa, crackers, cheese, amaretto, and other happy hour 
treats.

Day 4: Windy Returns: to RM 52.5; Willow Gulch and out. 

The moderately-laden canoe bucks in the wind-generated swells and spray collides with my face.  Ahh, spring 
in Arizona - or, are we in Nevada now?  Dave, me, and the rest of the WMC group are slipping from behind the 
last wind-tempering point of land and plowing across The River to Willow Beach. 

After a night of occasional waking to wind gusts and lapping waves that sounded like they were abutting 
the tent, we get an early start to take advantage of relatively calm water.  The forecast is for winds to reach 
25MPH.  Yowee.  The gauging station, catwalk and cable car, a dim Emerald Cave are enjoyed amidst wind 
gathering.  Wind builds as we pause at the gauger home site and it just lets fly as we approach the fish 
hatchery.  Not to worry, we’re soon on the beach and headed for the hotel parking lot.  So soon, the bantam 
Black Canyon canoe trip closes down, yet fond memories remain.  Along with a little sand in my shoes.

Link:  The whole report and more photos can be seen at this link:   http://wildernessvagabond .com/
black-canyon-2012/black-canyon-canoe-2012 .htm
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Dave Rumbellow

Group at Az Hot Springs

Photos by Rob Jones

Dave Sturgeon 

and Kathy at 

gauger house

Linda and Vince DeSimone

Black Canyon from overlook
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Linda and Vince DeSimone

Below the gauger 
cable car

zig and Barbara in cave

Group traveling

Phyllis, Mardi, Dave and Kathy

Cathy & Connie in cave
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Welcome New Members

W i l l i a m  R o w e l l
S a l l i e  U r r y

A n n e  J o h n s o n
D a n i e l  T a w f i k

S u s a n  K i r b y
D o n  S c h u l t z

M i c h a e l  A b d o
D a v i d  S t a u b
B r y a n  O s o r o

S o n d r a  P r e s t o n

K r i s t i n  W h i s e n a n t
P e t e r  T o l o

P a t t i  C a r r o l l
A l f r e d  Q u i s t

T o n y a  C a n a d a y  &  T r e v o r  K a s k e l
L a u r a  J o h n s o n  &  C r a i g  P o p a

C a t h e r i n e  O w n e s  &  D a n i e l  B a k e r
C y n t h i a  &  G r e g g  A l e x

M e g a n  &  J o n a t h a n  T h i b a u d e a u
M i r a n d a  &  S e a n  M c C a r v e l
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Al Gore had it right: Times are 
getting warmer, or so it seems.  
The early winter snow depth in 
Henry’s Fork was excellent, in 
spite of the comparative dearth 
along the Wasatch.  Checks in 
February and early March looked 
very promising.  On a one-day 
trail breaking run by Mike Berry, 
Steve Swanson, and myself on 
Tuesday, just four days before the 
KPT event, the creek surface was 
firm and in excellent condition 
all day long.  Snow depth was 
shrinking rapidly in the woods, 
but was deep and firm on the 

route.  But on the big day, a record 
setting heat wave set in and really 
softened the track.  The morning was 
perfect with almost no sinking, but those 
coming out during the afternoon were 
met with serious “trenching” and even 
a few minor snow bridges fell in spots 
resulting in a few damp feet.  Quite a 
few made the summit and did so in very 

good time, despite a very strong 
wind above Elkhorn Crossing.  
Conditions for the final ascent of 
the peak were good in spite of 
the big wind. 

There was a good sized group 
(16) comprised of the usual mix 
of seasoned veterans and first-
timers.  KPT number 39 is in the 
books. 

Henrys Fork Basin skiers 'sail' towards home 
on 35 to 40 MPH tailwinds from the south

Co-organizer 
Steve Swanson 

presiding 
(Upper basin of 

Henrys Fork) 

March 31, 2012
The challenging Swanson's cut o

ff l
eads 

to th
e 12,000 ft 

plateau below Kings 

Peak; p
hoto by Steve Swanson .

Photo by 
Rob Rogalski
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After Badwater, we head 

back towards Artists Drive

Don and Eve enjoying each 
other as well as dinner
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Cheryl:  Feb. 3rd thru 7th -- 25 

of us travel from Utah, Arizona, 

and parts unknown to camp, 

hike and bike in Death Valley 

National Park. This is part of 

the group as we arrive at 

Badwater, the lowest point of 

the United States at -282 feet.  

Sitting: Barbara B, Zig S, and 
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Back at camp, 
it's time to 
enjoy chili 

and cornbread

Another beautiful day in Death 
Valley .  Some biked to Scotty's 

Castle, or hiked at Ubehebe 
Crater, or hiked up Mosaic 
Canyon .  Terry, Thom, Eve 

and Don working their way up 
Mosaic Canyon .  

We get to the 
Stovepipe Wells 
General Store . 

Ice cream!  Dale, 
Karen, and Fred .

Robert 
and the 
5 dutch 
ovens of 
chicken!



Photos by 
Cheryl Soshnik
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Jack's Mountain is a sub-peak 
on the ridge that extends behind 

the H rock, but Brett and 
Julie found that the H rock is 
not a good place to start the 

hike this time of year .

Frequent visitors on 

West Grandeur Trail

condit ioning hikes

Photos by Julie K
ilgore 

and B
rett Sm

ith
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Julie Kilgore's

Phyllis Anderson and Vince 
DeSimone are ready to party down!

Gretchen Siegler, 
Steve Duncan and 
Erin McCormack

Great variety of food and 
goodies including about 10 

bottles of wine
It was time for the annual 
gourmet snowshoe.  Fellow 

club members met for an easy 
snowshoe, followed by an 
afternoon of fine dining - a 

highlight of the snowshoeing 
season.  Pot luck dishes were 
shared, as well as the annual 

wine to toast the coming 
of Spring.  Hosted by Knick 

Knickerbocker, Mark Jones and 
Holly Smith.

We build a good table 
with surrounding snow

Gou
rm

e
t  

S n o w s h o e  a t  t h e
 W

illows

March 31, 2012

Photos by 
Knick Knickerbocker
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It was March.  Spring was coming to the California desert and so were we.  We were off to seek 
out wildflowers and waterfalls and behold cactus and coyotes.  It was an amazing journey.  We 
experienced wonderful hikes and every day there were new lessons in biology, geology, and 
archaeology.  Beauty, nature, and adventure swept over us like a 
flashflood down a slot canyon.

Our first destination was the Valley of Fire in Nevada.  Unlike the 
gaming devices in the nearby environs of Las Vegas every turn of 

the wheel produced 
a winning result.  
Vermillion monoliths 
glowed in the 
setting sun and the 
next day we viewed 
an amazing gallery 
of petroglyphs and 
trod the White 
Dome trail with 
gorgeous scenery 
and a wonderful 
narrows section.  Afterwards it was down the road to 
Joshua Tree National Park.  Richard habitually quizzed 
me about “Where are you taking me?” as we passed 
abandoned houses, motels, and service stations that 
looked like scenes from a dust bowl documentary.  

He eventually forgave me as we entered a 
panoramic landscape of smoothly formed 
boulders, bizarrely shaped vegetation, and 
stunning sunsets.  Three of us followed the 
loop to Skull Rock after dark then proceeded 
to retire and be serenaded by a chorus of 
coyotes.  Next morning we hiked to Mastodon 
Peak with a view to the Salton Sea.  Later on, 
we enjoyed the nightly tradition of happy hour 
for which Lena unfailingly provided incredible 
gourmet delights including Armenian pizza, 
eggplant caviar, dolmathes, and clementines. 

Anza Borrego Desert State Park was next on 
the agenda.  It is an enormous state park 
of over 600,000 acres containing twelve wilderness areas.  In springtime the park can be carpeted 

AARON JONES' CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’ CAR CAMP

March 10-17, 2012

Connie Modrow 
on the White 

Dome trail in the 
Valley of Fire

Petroglyphs in the 
Valley of Fire State 

Park, Nevada

L-R: Connie, Richard, Ron and Lena on 
top of Mastodon Peak in Joshua Tree 

National Park
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with an unbelievable array of wildflowers.  In the morning our campsite would welcome the sun with 
red tipped ocotillo and palm trees framed against the sky and jackrabbits and quail would frolic in 
the foreground.  At night we were entertained by a choir of croaking frogs.  On our first day there 
we hiked up Borrego Palm canyon and viewed a flock of Desert Bighorn Sheep on our way to a 
cool oasis with palm trees and waterfalls.  That evening we traveled to Font’s Point and enjoyed 

wine and hors d’oeuvres as shadows 
drifted across the Borrego Badlands and 
we gazed into Mexico.  The next day we 
did a fascinating array of short hikes.  We 
explored pictographs, mortreros or grinding 
pits in stone, and Ghost Mountain where a 
stouthearted family lived out the Depression 
in the unforgiving environment of the 
desert.   On our third and final day the plan 
was to travel through Coyote Canyon with 
the ultimate goal of hiking Cougar Canyon.  
Alas the path through Coyote turned into 
an obvious transmission grabbing, oil pan 
piercing monster way too soon, thereby 
lengthening the hike.  But, all was not lost 
as we journeyed to adjacent Sheep Canyon 
which also harbored the very treasures 

we had sought.  There was a clear 
stream, palm trees, and a lush riparian 
environment.

On our final morning in Anza Borrego 
we discussed the preferred route 
home from this desert Shangri-La.  
Bewitched by our previous visit we 
returned to the Valley of Fire.  Connie 
befriended a fiddle playing gent in 
the campground and we all shared a 
wonderful evening of conversation and 
camaraderie.  In the darkness I walked 
past the campsites and was struck by 
a gathering singing in Spanish.  Their 
melodies were unusually beautiful and 
punctuated with a strong sense of 
yearning.  It was incredibly emblematic 
of where we had been and where I 
hope to return.  

~Aaron Jones

Participants:  Ron and Lena Meck, Connie Modrow, Richard Passoth, and Aaron 
Jones, scribe .

Font’s Point in Anza Borrego 
Desert State Park, California

Richard Passoth at the end of the 
Pictograph Trail in Anza Borrego 

Desert State Park, California

Photos by Aaron Jones
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 FAINT TRAILS IN THE WASATCH

64.   Toledo Mine - I

The Toledo mine is located on the northwest slopes above Alta, at the base of the cliffs a short distance
east from Cardiff Pass. It was a successful mine in its time in spite of its precarious location and the difficulties

it faced in operation, but is not well known or even
recognized today. The primary operating site for this mine
was on the Fuller claim, which was recorded in June of
1871 and named after one of the claimants, T. F. Fuller,
although another claimant, John M. Haskell, quickly bought
out his companions to become sole owner. An adjacent
Toledo claim was filed several months later by Haskell and
William H. Welles. Welles came to Utah from Toledo,
Ohio, thus explaining the choice of the name. During the
winter of 1871-72 Haskell and Welles went back to Ohio to
promote their claims, and the following April the Toledo-
Utah Silver Mining and Smelting Company was
incorporated there. Haskell and Welles returned to begin
development work on both claims. However, the Toledo
claim was located in the steep crags above the Fuller, and
being difficult of access, the development work was soon
concentrated on the Fuller claim, where a shaft was driven
at the base of the cliffs. By the end of the 1872 year the
shaft was reported to be down 150 feet, a significant
achievement since all progress was made with manual labor
through a hard quartzite formation. In fact, at that time the
ridge above the mine was known as Quartzite Mountain.
Late in the summer of the following year a strike was made
in the shaft or in a drift running off the shaft and by the end
of September 1873 the company was reported to be
shipping twenty-five tons of ore to the smelters each week.
This was another significant achievement because there was
no road to the mine, nor a tramway, so the ore was sacked
and taken down to Central City on pack animals or in ore
boats. The number of animals being used was never

reported, but there must have been a constant stream going up and down the mountain, with those going up
carrying supplies to support operations throughout the winter.

Initial access to the mine was by way of the Goodspeed trail and a branch trail running westerly across
the slope below the shaft to a bunkhouse and shop, then doubling back for the final ascent to the shaft. This trail
can be seen in Figures 2 and 3. Letter C indicates the
location of the house and shop, while B is the location of
the shaft. With the trail crossing the steep slope below the
mine, it was in constant danger of waste rock sliding down
the slope as the miners dumped it overboar d at the shaft. In
fact, it was not too long before the trail was covered and no
longer useful. For this reason the route of the trail crossing
the dump is shown with a dotted line in the figures. But
before that happened another route was created to generally
follow today’s Cardiff Pass trail, only running a little lower
and joined the Goodspeed trail down low to continue into
Central City. It must be remembered that in the early 1870s,
the horse tramway from Wasatch to Alta had not yet been
constructed; all ores had to be taken down the canyon by
teamsters with their wagons, and Central City was more
than a half mile closer to Wasatch than was the budding
village of Alta. After the horse tramway was installed and
running, the Toledo ore trail was continued in an easterly
direction across the north slopes to meet the tramway close
to Alta city.

Fig. 1.  The Toledo mine, to the right of Cardiff Pass at the top
center of the picture, has a long tan-colored dump below it. A
small dump below and to the left of Cardiff Pass is from the
General Welles lode, mentioned in the text. The Rustler Lodge
and Little Cottonwood highway are seen in the lower left.

Fig. 2.   Trails around the Toledo mine.  A - the Goodspeed
trail, B - Toledo shaft, C - cabin and tunnel site, D - the lower
tunnel, E - General Welles mine, F - Emily mine road, G - the
present trail to Cardiff Pass., and H - Toledo tunnel. 
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The constant
shipment of ore ended late
in November of 1873
when a fire broke out in
the lodging house,
destroying it, the winter’s
supplies and the adjacent
blacksmith shop. New
structures were built and
m i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d
throughout the winter, but
while new structures were
being built the miners
were housed in cabins at
the Haskell and General
Welles mines. Those
claims had been recorded
in July of the previous
year, the Haskell by John

M. Haskell, Welles and three other men. Its workings were adjacent to the Henderson tunnel at the Emily mine.
The General Welles was recorded by William Welles alone, named after his brother, George E. Welles, who was
a civil war officer and breveted Brigadier General. It was located about 1,000 feet southwest of the Toledo shaft.
Neither claim was heavily worked in those early days, so they could not have had much in the way of
accommodations. Perhaps that gave the miners incentive to get the burnt structures rebuilt quickly, before the
winter snows got too deep. By springtime when shipping could be resumed, twenty-two thousand sacks of ore,
about 800 tons, had accumulated on the dump.

Late in 1874, with the shaft about three hundred
feet deep, a horse whim was installed. Until this time the
shaft was worked with the use of a windless and manual
labor to hoist ore and waste rock to the surface. This was
another amazing aspect of the Toledo operations, that
they could hoist and ship the quantity of ore that they did
using a hand windless. Now a horse or mule walking in
a circle around the whim provided the motive power to
raise the bucket. But as the shaft went deeper, even that
proved inadequate. And with the deeper workings came
another problem, one of water, especially during the
springtime when the shaft would become flooded and
only the upper drifts could be worked. By the end of 1875
the flooding was so bad that operations were terminated
and Haskell and Welles went back to Toledo to work out
a solution to their problems with the investors. It was not
until the spring of 1877, after the mine had been idle for
two years, that the directors of the company approved the
installation of a compressed air system to drive a hoist
and water pumps. The equipment was ordered and
installation began near the end of June. A turbine water
wheel and compressor were installed along Little
Cottonwood Creek below the Central City site. Over four thousand feet of three-inch pipe was placed on the
mountainside between the compressor and the mine, and the massive hoisting engine was hauled up the mountain.
At the mine a large cave-like excavation was cut into the cliff behind the shaft and when the hoist arrived, it was
moved across the yawning void into its new home. When the new equipment went into operation the mine began
to yield with a vengeance. Great quantities of ore were shipped throughout the winter, making the Toledo one
of the most productive of all the Alta mines. By mid-May of 1878 it was reported the entire expense of the
machinery and its installation had been paid by the sale of the ore it produced, taking the company out of debt
and providing a $10,000 surplus to be sent to Toledo for dividends.

There is more to the Toledo story remaining to be told. It will be continued in the next installment in the
Faint Trails series.

  .    .   .  . . . . © Faint Trails  by Charles L. Keller . . . .  .   .   

Fig. 3.   This photo shows the trail system at the Toledo mine. The trail coming in from the right is the
extension from the Goodspeed trail. As the mining progressed the trail got covered by the waste rock.
Point C is the location of the bunkhouse, blacksmith shop and a tunnel. A trail from the Toledo shaft,
at point B, ran down past the buildings and continued down to a lower tunnel and the present Cardiff
Pass trail. The trail running nearly horizontal from the shaft to the left went to the General Welles
mine, about 1,000 feet away. The diagonal line going down on the left was a drag trail, presumable the
route used to take ore down from the shaft.

Fig. 4.   The huge hoisting engine, idle for well over a century, still
rests in its cave-like shelter behind the Toledo shaft, almost buried
in dirt and rock that has come down over the cliff. The shaft is
covered with a metal grate, which also has collected its share of
rocks. The tank on the left was an air tank, an accumulator to store
compressed air from the compressor house in the canyon bottom,
and used to drive the hoist and water pumps down inside the mine.
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Rick Thompson's North Wash Canyoneering 101
March 23-25, 2012

Trip Participants:            
Greg Cornelius, 
Laila Bremner, 
Barton Burdette, 

Kevin Earl, 
Tim Pluta, 
Mandy Glettler, 
Zig Sondelski, 

Al Black, 
Stephanie Black, 
Jennifer Angell, 
Jon Dziedzic, 

Terri Smith, 
Jerry Stott, 
Julie Stott, 
David Paul, 

Monte McAllister,  
Rick Thompson

I began to see photographs of slot canyons when I moved to Utah six years ago.  The images of the 
orange-hued sandstone magically shaped by the elements began to spur a desire to see the canyons 
up close.  The opportunity arrived when I was able to attend the Canyoneering 101 course offered 
through the Wasatch Mountain Club.  

I entered the weekend without expectation, other than to experience something completely out of my 
element.  It was trial by fire for this newbie as I started the weekend one day early by accompanying 
Rick Thompson and his team of assistants, Zig Sondelski and Kevin Earl, through two canyons in the 
North Wash region.

With a steep climb and the first rappel complete, I began to think that this could be a sport that 
I may really enjoy.  I was immediately taken with the magnificence of these canyons.  A world of 
beauty was hidden below the surface and I felt privileged to be able to gain access.

With two canyons under my belt, Saturday brought on the first official day of the course and the 
addition of the remaining participants.  The group set off on an ascent to the head of the right fork 
of Leprechaun Canyon.  Comradery and friendships immediately began to form as most of the new 
canyoneer’s were unsure of what lay ahead.  A second day offered up the exploration of both forks of 
the Blarney Canyons and expanded the various techniques of canyon passage.

The North Wash Canyons provided narrow twists and turns with the orange walls taking on different 
formations: wavelike, pock marked, and always wondrous.  At times, the walls became tight and 
forced us to “stem” upwards.  Our feet no longer touched the ground as we traversed the slot with an 
arch like formation in our body, with only our feet on the side of the wall and hands on the other.  We 
were confronted with tight, awkward rappels and were often forced to shimmy our way downwards 
through the narrow walls employing a technique called “chimneying.”  We had to trust that our 
bodies could slide downward through the crack while only allowing our arms, hips and legs to spread 
outwards to slow our descent. 

I did not expect to undergo such a gamut of emotions throughout the course of the weekend.  
One moment had me in wonder, while the next found me trepidatious and questioning my limited 
capabilities.  The reality was that I had nothing to fear.  I was amidst experienced, capable, and safe 
leadership.  Rick and his cohorts ensured that ropes and harnesses were secure, techniques were 
taught, and were always present to guarantee safe passage.  I conquered fears, overcame obstacles 
that I never thought possible, and gained confidence in my technical abilities.  I came out of the 
weekend with a sense of accomplishment.  Driving away from the North Wash Canyons, I felt a 
growing appetite for this new-found sport and very fortunate that we live in such close proximity to 
this beautiful region.

 ~Mandy Glettler 
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Al and Stephanie 
on the rim
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Mandy downclimbing, 
Tip spotting, 
Rick chilling

Rick dropping 

into Hogwarts

Big Al, 

on rappel

Jon 
downclimbing 
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watchful 
eye
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Packing for an adventure you’ve never done before is interesting.  I default to bringing a little of 
everything.  But one thing is certain; I’m going to need some wine.  I took note from a recent edition 
of the Rambler where Rick is pictured on his birthday with several empty bottles.  I’m a newcomer 
and I know nothing about canyoneering so I’m looking to “lubricate” my entrance into the group.  

I slip out of work early hoping to beat the Friday I-15 traffic.  Minus the Utah County construction, 
the drive is easy; 4 hours from my driveway in Salt Lake to the campgrounds.  I pull in to camp at 
7:00 p.m. and meet the group.  At this point there are maybe 8 or 10 people in our group which 
will eventually be 16 or 17.  The weather is clear, warm, and just breezy enough to keep any bugs 
away; couldn’t be better.  The campsite is more of a sandy pull-off right next to the highway.  The 
vast red rock walls and sandstone hills, coupled with the view of the Henry Range, quickly wash 
away any regret about the proximity to the road.  After camp is setup, we’re about out of sunlight 
and we’re still without a fire; I volunteer.  I’m starving, it’s getting dark, and I need some coals to 
prepare my dinner.  I’ve built plenty a campfire but doing so amongst a circle of strangers made 
the whole process seem foreign.  The gang foregoes the pleasantries and piles on a welcoming mix 
of commands and mockery.  After borrowing both a fuel stick (thanks Jon) and a lighter (thanks 
Jen), the fire succeeds on a first attempt.  My camp prowess does little to slow their enthusiasm but 
everyone was laughing with me, right guys?...guys?  

We spend the next several hours sitting around the fire talking, laughing, and drinking, yet mostly 
listening to stories from our leaders Rick, Zig, and Kevin.  We’re still waiting on Greg whom Rick 
points out is never late unless he has “baggage.”  I’m still not sure what he meant.  In the meantime 
I’ve opened a bottle of wine and offer it up to Rick; turns out Rick doesn’t drink.  Looking back I 
see how presumptuous I was being.  I quickly rework the math on my wine rations, essentially 
quadrupling my nightly serving.  The evening carries on and the group grows as others arrive and 
then dwindles as they turn in for the night.  Even though Rick doesn’t drink, I like to think that at 
some point during the evening he considered it just so I’d go to bed.  Finally at 11:30 my glass ran 
dry and we put a close on the first night.  

Saturday morning begins about 6:45 a.m. when the large group RIGHT next to us begins their car 
door symphony.  Soon after, our group follows suit with coffee, juice, breakfast and Hog Springs.  Rick 
confirms that Greg made it safely to camp around midnight.  He confirms “baggage” as the cause for 
the delay.  What is he talking about?  Running only a few minutes late, the first of our two groups 
hits the trail just after 9:00 a.m.  The weather is hot and sunny and we’re all outfitted in jeans, 
sweatshirts, and protective gear.  I have to assume this is the part of the newcomer hazing, as only 
the veterans would know that the canyon entrance is a good 45 minute hike from camp.

At the canyon entrance we take a break for water, rope work, harnesses, and redressing all of the 
clothing we’ve stripped.  As we prep, we watch a fellow canyoneer lower his 9-year-old son into the 
canyon for the start of what looks like the beginning of an epic father-and-son weekend.  As fun as 
that was to see, it took me several minutes to shrug the parental resentment that it also prompted for 
me.  Sorry Dad!  It’s our turn and one by one we repel to the canyon floor with the help of Greg and 
Zig.  I’ve never been anywhere like the inside of a slot canyon.  The cool shade, the striped, winding 
walls, and the light whistling breeze all set the ambiance for the next several hours of acrobatics.  
As a single file group we crawled, squeezed, climbed, bridged, slid, shimmied, and wiggled our way 
through Right Leprechaun leaving only sweat, rubber tread, denim lint, and a little skin in our wake.  

Nor thwash  101
March  23 -25th ,  2012

By  Bar ton  Burdet te
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I stopped only for rappels and picture taking.  The canyon exit leaves us just minutes from camp by 
foot.  

We break for a large lunch and then head out for Lucky Charms; a one-hour out-and-back canyon 
which features one specific and tricky climb.  Many of the strapping young guys fight their way up and 
over yet none are eager to repeat it.  The little climb seemed to have a point of no return where each 
of us looked down for a safe retreat.  Somehow looking down seemed equally as daunting as up and 
thus we pressed forward.  Rick plays the role of caboose and teacher while gracefully shimmying up 
the chute without grunt, pant, gasp, or worry.  The group is unanimously impressed.  I will no longer 
listen to any age related excuses.  The group is also unanimously anxious for their chairs, the fire, 
and dinner and this happy hour we’ve been talking about.  

Back at camp the evening is much like the night before.  We’re a large group now and we’re all tired.  
Rick and several helpers prepare an awesome jambalaya for the whole group which goes fast.  Our 
numbers quickly dwindle after a couple more epic stories read and/or told by Rick.  Once again a wine 
surplus motivates me to be the last one awake, but Rick won’t go down easy.  Shortly before midnight 
we declare it a draw and turn in. 

Everyone sleeps a little later Sunday morning but made up for it in haste.  Tents were being stuffed 
like sleeping bags; some even rolled-up like dirty laundry.  Everyone rushed the morning ritual to be 
on time.  I was just as excited for this “double Blarney” day although I was somewhat concerned that 
they’d be as demanding as Leprechaun.  Just like day one, dropping into that first canyon erases all 
outside thoughts.   Saturday was fun and exciting but at this specific moment I can’t recall anything 
as beautiful and therapeutic as this slot canyon.  Perhaps Saturday’s canyons were equal to or greater 
than this but right now, I can’t recall.  The canyon imposes that “in the moment” feeling where it 
dilutes any other memory I’d try to summon.  I pause for a moment to breathe and soak it in and 
then the next person is on my tail and it’s time to move.  After a thrilling couple hours we’re at the 
cars for lunch and then back out for the other, equally imposing fork.  Just before the canyon opens 
up I jog ahead to distance myself for a trouser cough.  Due to the wind direction and the canyon 
funnel, it wasn’t far enough.  Sorry Rick but I can assure you it was gluten free.  

I took as many pictures as I could.  Unfortunately the darkest, tightest, and most compromising 
situations render my camera out of reach or too physically occupied to operate it.  Pictures just don’t 
do it justice, although I concede my photography is largely at fault.  And just like that Northwash 101 
comes to a close.  No one is anxious to say the goodbyes, although we all need to get home and earn 
some more money for another round of this.  The shortest of summaries would be “great people in a 
great place having a great time with great weather.”  

Thank you to everyone for their contributions with special appreciation to Rick, Zig, Kevin, and Greg!  
I hope to do it again soon.
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Cheryl - Day 1: We all drove down to Sand Hollow State Park, outside of 
Hurricane, UT, on Friday.  Got there in time for a 25-mile loop ride from Sand 
Hollow to Hurricane.  It was sunny, warm enough, and quite windy, but it was 
a great start to our weekend.

Robert 
and Katie 
preparing 
the 
burgers 
for the 
grill
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Cheryl - Day 2/The Veyo Loop: Santa Clara to Veyo to Snow Canyon State 
Park.  Saturday morning -- catching the sunrise hitting the sandstone across 
the reservoir.  I was the only one up to see the sunrise this morning.  Every-
one else waited inside their tents until I got the water boiling for breakfast 
coffee.  It was beautiful, they missed a great sunrise!

Irene, Katie and Kneel

Marcy, Trisha, Deon and Dave

Riding the Veyo Loop

Riding the Veyo Loop 

Robert Turner's WMC Road Bike Hurricane - St . George
March 2-4, 2012
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Robert rounding a corner 

coming down Snow Canyon
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Cheryl - Day 3/Sunday: We pack up camp after breakfast and then head 
towards Zion National Park for our last ride before heading back home.

Larry and Katie 
coming up the 
canyon after their 
side trip 
to the tunnel

Biking through Snow Canyon

Mike, Dave, Robert, Cheryl 
and Irene at the bottom of 

Snow Canyon

Some of the group at the Temple of 
Sinawava, the upper end of the road 

in zions National Park

Photos by 
Cheryl Soshnik
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Photos by Elliott Mott

R
ob and R
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Charlene and Susan Riders in Memory Park, L-R: Robert, 
Susan, Rob, Charlene and Sallie

Susan

Rob and Robert

 Robert and Sallie

 April 8, 2012

Elliott Mott's
ZigzagAvenues

Bike Tour



41

Brighton was named after a family that emigrated from Scotland to Salt Lake City.  They homesteaded 
an 80-acre plot at Brighton in 1871.  The family consisted of William Stuart Brighton, his wife, 
Catherine, and their children, Dan and Will.  One of the lakes above Brighton was named after 
Catherine who enjoyed fishing.  She was a great cook and soon travelers discovered that Brighton 
was a great place to get a meal.  
 
Catherine always had a supply of mutton, beef, and fresh trout that she caught herself, as well as 
butter, buttermilk, and biscuits.  The family soon opened a large store and later built and operated 
the Brighton Hotel. This was a small hotel with seven bedrooms that were used by some of the most 
prominent people who lived in Salt Lake City.  It would later become a popular place to stay in the 
canyon.  The summer after the completion of the Brighton Hotel, Catherine had a sudden heart attack 
and died on July 19, 1894. 
 

William Stuart Brighton carried on with the hotel for the remainder of the season.  Brighton had been 
a popular summer destination when Salt Lake City residents came to get out of the city heat but they 
usually didn’t stay for the snowy winters.  In the late 1800s, Dan and Will Brighton made crude skis 
so they could move around on the snow.  About 40 years later, in the 1920s, the Wasatch Mountain 
Club began skiing at Brighton because it had a large amount of snow.  But there were no lifts in 
those days.  Instead, groups would travel to Park City, climb up over the ridge tops just as the early 
travelers had done, and ski down into Brighton where they would spend a few days skiing, eating, 
drinking, dancing, and playing bridge.  The shortest route was a one-day trip that went through 
Brighton.  Otherwise, it took about three days to go from Park City down the canyon to Salt Lake City 
to then up another canyon to Alta. 
 
Some of the routes from Park City to Brighton became so popular that the Wasatch Mountain Club 
marked them with signposts displaying the club’s insignia.  In the early years, lifts were all privately 
owned.  In 1936, the club built the first rope tow at Brighton.  The Alpine Ski Club built a J-bar, but 
it was a complicated contraption that didn’t work very well.  In 1938, K. Smith, an avid skier with 
the Wasatch Mountain Club, built a 1,440-foot long T-bar lift that was very successful.  Smith then 
traveled to Sun Valley in Idaho to learn about newly invented chair lifts.  This made skiing much 
more accessible.  Several organizations began to promote skiing in the Wasatch Mountains.  Ski 
resort activity didn’t take off until the 1940’s.  Resorts in Salt Lake City, Ogden, and Park City soon 
opened.  Downhill, slalom, and combined ski championships were held at these resorts.  The Wasatch 
Mountains became well known for ski racing.  (From summitpost.org)

[  DID YOU KNOW ]
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Photos by Elliott Mott
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Sadie leading 
the group up

Group assembled at the summit 
L-R: Liz, Cassie, Steve, Sadie and Cindy
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Only activities approved by the appropriate WMC director can be listed in The Rambler. Direct submissions to the 
Editor are NOT accepted. To submit your activity to the club, login to the WMC website and click on “Volunteer to 
Organize An Activity”. The appropriate director will approve and/or edit this event for inclusion in both the web cal-
endar and Rambler submissions. The deadline is 6:00 p.m. on the 10th of the month.
Rules and Regulations:
1. Dogs & Children are not allowed on WMC activities, except when specifically stated in the activity description.
2. Car pool rates: Gas plus $0.15/mile, shared by everyone in the vehicle (including driver) on 2WD roads, OR gas plus 
$0.25/mile on 4WD roads.
Notice to Non-Members: Most WMC activities are open to prospective members except when specifically stated in 
the activity description.
Find out about unofficial activities on our email lists. Activities formed with these lists are for members only. Lists 
are to be used only for the scheduling of outdoor activities. Any use of this service for any other purpose, such as 
advertising, SPAM, jokes, etc, will result in the loss of privilege. To subscribe: Once logging into the website, click 
on “Email Lists” on the left-hand side.  Then follow the online instructions. (Boaters: E-mail the Boat Director—in-
side front cover—for more information.)
Group size limits in wilderness: Some National Forest ranger districts limit the size of gropus hiking in wilderness 
areas. For such hikes, the hike listing will indicate the maximum number of participants (not including the organizer). 
Please help our organizers on hikes with group size limits by arriving promptly and being understanding if you can-
not be accommodated on the hike because of a limit.

0.1-4.0 > Not Too Difficult (NTD) B > Boulder fields or extensive bushwhacking
Lightly Strenuous   E > Elevation change > 5,000 feet
4.1-8.0 > Moderate (MOD)  M > Round trip mileage > 15 miles
Moderate to Very Strenuous  R > Ridgeline hiking or extensive route finding
8.1-11.0 > Most Difficult (MSD)  S > Scrambling
Very Strenuous, Difficult   X > Exposure
11.1+ > Extreme (EXT)   W > Wilderness area, limit 14
Very Strong, Well-Seasoned Hikers

Activity Difficulty Rating

Directions to Meeting Places 
Mill Creek Canyon Park and Ride Lot: Between 3800 S and 3900 S on Wasatch Blvd (3555 E), between the I-215 
freeway and Wasatch Blvd along 3900 S. It is on the northwest corner of the intersection. You can ONLY enter it 
from the west-bound lanes of 3900 S. To get to the Mill Creek Canyon Rd from the Park and Ride lot without making 
a U-turn, go west (right) on 3900 S, proceed under the freeway, then turn north (right) at the next available street, 
which is Birch Dr; proceed north to Upland Dr (across from Skyline High School); go east (right) under the freeway 
and across Wasatch Blvd to the Mill Creek Canyon Rd (3800 S).
Skyline High School: 3251 E Upland Drive (3760 S). From the intersection of Wasatch Blvd and the Mill Creek Canyon 
Rd (3800 S), go west under the I-215 freeway, then turn north (right) into the entrance opposite Birch Dr (3330 E).
Butler Elementary: 2700 E just south of 7000 S
Big Cottonwood Canyon Park and Ride Lot: At the northeast corner of the Big Cottonwood Canyon Rd and Wasatch 
Blvd. at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon.
6200 Park and Ride Lot: 6450 S Wasatch Blvd. Go two lights east and south on 6200 S from the I-215 overpass and 
turn east (left) onto Wasatch Blvd; the lot is immediately on your left. Sometimes used as an overflow lot for access 
to Big Cottonwood Canyon.
Ft. Union Lot #4: 200 yards west of Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride, near the Porcupine Pub & Grille (which is 
located at 3698 Ft. Union Blvd).
Little Cottonwood Canyon Park and Ride Lot: 4323 E Little Cottonwood Canyon Rd. On the north side of the inter-
section of Little Cottonwood Canyon Rd and Quarry Rd at the mouth of Little Cottonwood Canyon.
Utah Travel Council Parking Lot: About 120 E 300 N. Go east from the intersection of State St and 300 N and turn 
south (right) into the first parking lot.
Parleys Way K-Mart Parking Lot: 2705 Parleys Way. From Parleys Way, turn north into the parking lot; or from Foot-
hill Drive, turn west on Stringham Ave (2295 S) and then south into the lot.

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB ACTIVITIES

Be kind.  When you 
carpool up local 
canyons, please give 
the driver $1.50 or 
$2.00 to help with 
gas and the wear and 
tear on the vehicle.
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 ACTIVITIES LISTING 
See online Calendar for updated and additional events and trips

Date Activity

May 1 
Tue

Evening Hike: Bells Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Little Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Michelle and Woib Butz 801 842-9646 mbutz27@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 1 
Tue

Road Bike: Tuesday Tours: Tba – mod- – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Tuesday rides will be announced via the bike email list. Join the list to make sure you get the ride and meeting 
info each week. If you would like to organize one of these rides, please let Robert know. This month we’ll do 30-
50 mile rides in Salt Lake, Tooele or Utah Valley.

May 1 
Tue

Evening Mountain Bike-salt Lake City – mod – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Krusko 801-474-3759 ckrusko@gmail.com

Check the bike list serve for last minute updates - will plan an evening ride around the Salt Lake area. Plan to 
meet and start riding by 6pm.

May 2 
Wed

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: David Rumbellow 801 581-9650

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 2 
Wed

Hike - Summit At Sunset Series – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Skyline High (3150 East 3760 South) driving range parking

Organizer: Tim Seeley 801-544-7928 kk7ef1@msn.com

These hikes are meant to get you to a nice viewpoint to experience the beauty of the twilight and sunset. Not 
necessarily a peak each time - maybe a nice spot up a canyon. Most evenings the group return in the dark. To 
keep everyone’s whereabouts and safety in check, a headlamp/flashlight with spare batteries is a must, there 
will be a STRICT stay-together policy that will be enforced, and 2 FRS radios will be used to keep the lead and 
rear connected (used sparingly to minimize the negative effect of this extraneous noise). A volunteer will be 
needed to take up the rear and carry a radio. Tim will kick this series off with a hike to the Salt Lake Overlook via 
Rattlesnake Gultch (Pipieline Trail). There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 3 
Thu

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Michelle and Woib Butz 801 842-9646 mbutz27@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.
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May 3 
Thu

Evening Dog Hike: Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Jean Acheson 801-633-5225 jeanacheson@comcast.net

Well mannered dogs along with their well mannered owners are welcome. The dog-less are welcome as well. 
This hike is geared for all levels of hiking ability and will be conducted at a leisurely pace so we can enjoy the 
evening. Please bring water for yourself and any accompanying four-footed friends. Also, regardless of the leash 
law and day of the month, please bring a leash in case circumstances arise where it is needed. There will be a 
prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 3 
Thu

Weekday Hike, Gobbler’s Knob To Mill D Ridge Hike – msd – 9.0 mi Loop – 4000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 8:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Dennis Goreham 801-550-5169 dgoreham@gmail.com

Join us for a fun and seldom done hike on this Thursday. We’ll start at the Butler Fork trailhead, do Gobbler’s 
Knob via Mill A Basin, then follow the ridgeline east over several other lesser peaks, eventually dropping to the 
pass to Mill D North, then back Butler’s Fork to the cars. It is about 9 miles round trip with a bit of up and down 
elevation, but not especially difficult. Meet at the Big Cottonwood Park and Ride at mouth of Big Cottonwood 
Canyon road and Wasatch Blvd. at 8:00 am.

May 4 
Fri

Backside Friday Road Bike – mod

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

Join us every Friday for scenic, low traffic social road rides in Summit, Wasatch and Morgan Counties. Distances 
range from 30 to 50 miles -- sometimes there are hills! Join the WMC Bike list for the announcements of the 
weekly destinations and meeting locations. We are always looking for trip organizers. Call Cheryl or Donna 
Fisher (435.649.0183) if you would like to organize one of the Friday rides.

May 4 
Fri

Biking Meeting/social: Bike Utah 2012 Bike Summit – ntd

Meet: 9:00 am at Ogden

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

Save the date -- today is Bike Utah’s 4th Annual Bike Summit. This year it will be held in Ogden, and the Front-
runner will be free for anyone coming from SLC. From their webiste: the summit brings together Utah’s top 
bicycle and trail advocates, representatives from our bike industries, cycling event promoters, city planners, 
representatives from Utah’s tourism industry, local and state government officials. Registration is required, this 
is a fee event. http://www.utahbikes.org/BikeSummit 

May 5 
Sat – 
May 6 
Sun

Crows Nest Spring Car Camp – mod- – 6.0 mi Loop – 100’ ascent – Slow pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Will McCarvill 801-942-2921 lizandwill@msn.com

What a way to spring into spring by looking for springs in the San Rafael Desert. Dry Camp not far from SR 24 on 
the way to Hanksville. We will hike to Crows Nest Spring along a fault escarpment on Sat. Sun we will look for 
indian art panels near Cottonwood Spring. Should be pretty mellow but 4X4 required for sand. 10 max.

May 5 
Sat – 
May 6 
Sun

San Rafael Reef Car Camp – mod+ – Loop – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Donn Seeley 801-706-0815 donn@xmission.com

We’ll explore the reef between Temple Mountain and Iron Wash. There are lots of interesting nooks and cran-
nies in here, with slot canyons and towers and cliffs hidden away from outside world. Last time, we found a gor-
geous white chert arrowhead after descending from an amazing clifftop lookout. You can expect routefinding 
and scrambling with a little exposure possible.
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May 5 
Sat – 
May 6 
Sun

White Water - Swiftwater Rescue Training – class III

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Don Urrizaga 435-884-0147 don_urrizaga@yahoo.com

Swiftwater Rescue course, offered and instructed by Nate Ostis from Wilderness Rescue International out of 
McCall Idaho, May 5-6 on the Provo River. Cost $240/person. The WMC will pay half, up to a limited number, 
and you will be responsible for the remaining $120. Participants will be required to pay a $50 deposit in ad-
vance. Sign up now by sending me an email and deposit. don_urrizaga@yahoo.com Nate Ostis’ own words 
below: • May 5-6: Provo River ($240/person): Swiftwater Rescue 16 hour curriculum “Swiftwater Rescue 
Certification: All participants in attendance will receive a laminated certification card. Our courses are empha-
sized as Challenge by Choice. Participants always have the option of stepping out of any activity that feels like 
it is beyond their comfort zone. There are many different roles to played in many different skill sessions and 
scenarios such that some participants may not find themselves choosing to do in-water elements but rather on-
shore support/back-up/rope work/anchor building/system design/communication/incident commander/etc.” 
“Physical Requirements: Participants should be in good physical condition and have moderate swimming ability. 
They should be prepared to endure 2-3 full days of rigorous activity in challenging temperatures. As a simple 
test, they should be able to jog a mile in less than 15 minutes, do 20 push-ups in 2 minutes, and 40 crunches in 
one minute. These parameters are arbitrary in nature but can give participants a sense of their overall physical 
condition. Additionally, I will serve as a coach to all participants to help them identify personal boundaries and 
limitations. Risk Management is a culture, not a checklist, and this powerful theme of prevention will be heav-
ily integrated throughout the course progression. Anyone having concerns is more than welcome to contact 
our main office for discussion. Anyone experiencing apprehensions about taking a swiftwater rescue course 
should be praised for having fear and respect for a very dangerous environment. We’re suppose to nervous and 
scared before entering into an active avalanche that is a river.” “Insurance: Participants need to have adequate 
health insurance coverage.” Nate Ostis Wilderness Rescue International PO Box 2227 McCall, Idaho 83638 (208) 
630.4221 nate@wilderness-rescue.com Wilderness-Rescue.com

May 5 
Sat

Slow Pace Hike - Ghost Falls From Draper Lds Temple Area – ntd – Loop – Slow pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Ballard Equestrian Center, 1600 East Highland Drive (about 13700 South where Highland 
Drive bends and runs east/west)

Organizer: Randy Long 801-733-9367

This trail starts just east of the Draper LDS Temple and goes east through a wooded area for about two miles 
to a spectacular waterfall. The last mile makes an interesting little loop and there are great views of the Draper 
temple.

May 5 
Sat

Mountaineering: Triple Traverse – ext

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Walter Haas 801-209-2545 haas@xmission.com

Test your skills and endurance on one of the premier mountaineering routes in the Wasatch. This route has 
steep snow climbing, exposure, incredible views, multiple summits and long glissades. YOU MUST HAVE CRAM-
PONS AND AN ICE AXE AND KNOW HOW TO USE THEM PROFICIENTLY! This is an unusually long, demanding day 
with an alpine start. Call or email Walt to register and for more information. This trip is subject to cancellation 
or rerouting if snow conditions are not stable.

May 5 
Sat

Hike: Mill B North Fork – mod – 7.0 mi Out & Back – 2960’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Liz Cordova 801-486-0909 liz1466@live.com

Mill B North Fork to Desolation Pass, or thereabouts. Spikes or trax probably needed.
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May 5 
Sat

Road Bike: Antelope Island – mod- – 40.0 mi Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Parking lot at the entrance to Antelope Island State Park (about 4750 W 1700 S, Syracuse). 
Take I-15 exit #332; go west on Antelope Drive about 7 miles.

Carpool: 9:00 am at Former school parking lot at 230 E Claybourne Ave (2770 S), SLC

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Join Robert for a ride across the Antelope Island causeway, around the north end of the island and down the 
east side to the Fielding Garr ranch and back. Bring a lunch and $3 for the entrance fee or a State Park pass if 
you have one.

May 6 
Sun

Road Bike: Butterfield Canyon To Snowline – mod – 41.0 mi Loop – 3300’ ascent

Meet: 9:00 am at Parking lot of West Jordan Community Swimming Pool, 8120 South 2200 West, West Jordan

Organizer: Elliott Mott 801-969-2846 elliott887@msn.com

This ride features a climb up scenic Butterfield Canyon, a seldom ridden gorge in the southwest corner of Salt 
Lake Valley. We’ll ride this Oquirrh Mountain canyon’s 6.8 mile length to its summit or until stopped by snow on 
the road, and then complete a short loop course. Participants should plan on climbing 3,300 feet over a 41 mile 
course, assuming we can ascend Butterfield Canyon to its summit. Riders need to bring energy foods as this ride 
has no formal lunch stop – but we can rendezvous for lunch/brunch/snacks after the ride if there is interest. 
Meet Elliott in the parking lot immediately north of West Jordan’s community swimming pool located at 8120 
South 2200 West, at 9:00am.

May 6 
Sun

Little Black Mtn Via Mt. Van Cott Day Hike – mod+ – 7.0 mi Loop – 3000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Meet at the parking lot across from the NE corner of the zoo.

Organizer: Steve Glaser 801-272-4552 glasersteve@yahoo.com

Ascend Little Black Mountain by an unusual route. We will start behind the University Medical Center and climb 
Mt. Van Cott. We will then follow the ridgeline and eventually reach Little Black from the south. There is some 
off-trail hiking on steep slopes and minor bushwhacking.

May 6 
Sun

Day Hike Mt. Olympus – msd – 6.8 mi Out & Back – 4050’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 7:30 am at Mt. Olympus Trailhead, about 5700 South Wasatch Blvd

Organizer: Carol Masheter 801-493-9114 carol_masheter@hotmail.com

An early start should beat the heat on this old favorite. The glacier lilies may already be gone, but we probably 
will see other early season wildflowers, maybe hawks, eagles, and even an early rattlesnack. Bring plenty of wa-
ter and snacks, as well as an extra jacket, and plan on 6 - 7 hours for this hike. Trekking poles are recommended. 
This hike includes some loose rock and exposure. We will start hiking promptly at 7:30 AM. If you have ques-
tions, email carol_masheter@hotmail.com .

May 6 
Sun

Day Hike: Elbow Fork – ntd – 5.0 mi – 745’ ascent – Slow pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Kathy Craig 801-502-0465 bugsismyguy@comcast.net

This relatively flat trail runs parallel to the road at low altitudes. It is well shaded and provides some good views 
of Mill Creek Canyon.

May 7 
Mon

Draper Evening Hike - Suncrest Loop – ntd – Loop – Moderate pace

Meet: 5:30 pm at Ballard Equestrian Center, 1600 East Highland Drive (about 13700 South where Highland Drive 
bends and runs east/west)

Organizer: Julie Kilgore 801-244-3323 jk@wasatch-environmental.com

This relatively flat trail drops down the back side of Traverse Ridge with views of Utah County we don’t usually 
get to see on our evening hikes. Dogs on leash OK.
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May 8 
Tue

Road Bike: Tuesday Tours: Tba – mod- – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Tuesday rides will be announced via the bike email list. Join the list to make sure you get the ride and meeting 
info each week. If you would like to organize one of these rides, please let Robert know. This month we’ll do 30-
50 mile rides in Salt Lake, Tooele or Utah Valley.

May 8 
Tue

Evening Mountain Bike-salt Lake City – mod – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Krusko 801-474-3759 ckrusko@gmail.com

Check the bike list serve for last minute updates. Will plan to ride around the Salt Lake Area. Plan to meet and 
start riding by 6pm.

May 8 
Tue

Evening Hike: Quarry Trail, Little Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Little Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Anne Polinsky 801 466-3806

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 9 
Wed

Evening Dog Hike: Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Tom Silberstorf 801-255-2784

Well mannered dogs along with their well mannered owners are welcome. Please bring water for yourself and 
your four-footed friend and poop bags for your dog. Please bring a leash in case circumstances arise where it 
is needed. This hike is open to the dog-less as well. The hike will be conducted at a turtle pace. There will be a 
prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 9 
Wed

Evening Hike: Salt Lake Overlook – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Mark McKenzie 801 913-8439

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 10 
Thu

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Grace Lin 714 317-8239 gracetlin@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 11 
Fri

Backside Friday Road Bike – mod

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

Join us every Friday for scenic, low traffic social road rides in Summit, Wasatch and Morgan Counties. Distances 
range from 30 to 50 miles -- sometimes there are hills! Join the WMC Bike list for the announcements of the 
weekly destinations and meeting locations. We are always looking for trip organizers. Call Cheryl or Donna 
Fisher (435.649.0183) if you would like to organize one of the Friday rides.

Hiking is one of the WMC's most popular activities.  Join us for fabulous hikes up to mountaintops, 
alpine lakes or forest loops.  Or come with us on a backpack or car camping trip.  Hikes are 

organized at different levels of difficulty and cover different distances so everyone can find the 
right level of enjoyment.  Hike organizers are all WMC members and volunteers.  
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May 12 
Sat

Hiking Trail Maintenance: Bonneville Shoreline Trail Near Mount Oly Trailhead

Meet: 7:45 am at 6200 South & Wasatch Park & Ride

Organizer: David Andrenyak 801-582-6106 andrenyakda@aim.com

Trail-building along this new section of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail continues! The Wasatch Mountain Club 
will join with the Bonneville Shoreline Trail Association and other groups to work on the section near the Mount 
Olympus trail. Please meet at the 6200 South Park and Wasatch Park and Ride. We will car pool to the work site 
staging area. Please wear long pants and sturdy footwear. Please bring work gloves, sunscreen, rain gear, and 
water. The WMC will offer snacks and drinks. If you are planning to attend, please email me. This will help to 
estimate the amount of tools needed.

May 12 
Sat

Hike: The Beatout (white Pine Cyn To Bells Cyn) – ext

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Walter Haas 801-209-2545 haas@xmission.com

A long hard day on snow and rock. From White Pine trailhead up the Pfeifferhorn by the east ridge, then scram-
bling west to Chipman Peak and South Thunder and down Bells Canyon. Exposed scrambling and high-angle 
snow climbing skills required. You must be in excellent physical condition, carry an ice axe and know how to use 
it. Call Walt to register.

May 12 
Sat

“quaint Trails” Hike - Lower Big Cottonwood Flume Trail – ntd+

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Martin McGregor 801-255-0090

This hike was snowed out in April, so Martin is going to try it again. The + on the NTD is for one steep segment.

May 12 
Sat

Hike: Lake Blanche – mod – 6.0 mi Out & Back – 2700’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Liz Cordova 801-486-0909 liz1466@live.com

Spectacular hike to Lakes Blanche, Lillian and Florence. Spikes or trax might be handy.

May 12 
Sat

Hike - Summit At Sunset Series – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at UTA Bus Park and Ride at 3900 South Wasatch Boulevard

Organizer: Tim Seeley 801-544-7928 kk7ef1@msn.com

These hikes are meant to get you to a nice viewpoint to experience the beauty of the twilight and sunset. Not 
necessarily a peak each time - maybe a nice spot up a canyon. Most evenings the group return in the dark. To 
keep everyone’s whereabouts and safety in check, a headlamp/flashlight with spare batteries is a must, there 
will be a STRICT stay-together policy that will be enforced, and 2 FRS radios will be used to keep the lead and 
rear connected (used sparingly to minimize the negative effect of this extraneous noise). A volunteer will be 
needed to take up the rear and carry a radio. This evening’s hike with be Grandeur by way of Churchfork. There 
will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 13 
Sun

Road Bike: Copperton Park – ntd+ – 30.0 mi Loop – 1400’ ascent

Meet: 9:00 am at Parking lot located north of West Jordan’s Community Pool, 8120 South 2200 West

Organizer: Elliott Mott 801-969-2846 elliott887@msn.com

This 30 mile loop ride is a tour of the southwest part of Salt Lake Valley. We’ll begin in West Jordan, visit Day-
break, spin through Herriman and ride adjacent to Rio Tinto’s open pit mine before visiting the tiny community 
of Copperton. We’ll take a break at Copperton Park before returning to our cars, so bring a snack. This course 
features 1400 feet of climbing as we ascend from the valley to the Oquirrh Mountain foothills; of course, we’ll 
lose it all and enjoy an easy pedal as we return to the valley from Copperton. Meet Elliott in the parking lot im-
mediately north of West Jordan’s community swimming pool located at 8120 South 2200 West, at 9:00am.
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May 13 
Sun

Road Bike - Chalk Creek Canyon – mod – 46.0 mi Out & Back – 1600’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Coalville Courthouse - take Coalville exit off I-80. Turn north at stop sign on Main. Courthouse 
is about 3 blocks on the east side of the street.

Carpool: 8:15 am at Same general area as former Parley’s Way K-mart parking lot but due to construction, park 
further east near the office building and restaurant.

Organizer: Barbara Hanson 801-485-0132 barbhanson30@hotmail.com

Join Barb for her annual Mother’s Day ride up Chalk Creek Canyon. This is a low traffic ride through rolling hills 
to the Wyoming border. Bring plenty of food and water as nothing is available along the way.

May 13 
Sun

Hike The Pig – msd – Out & Back – 4100’ ascent – Fast pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Brad Yates 801-278-2423 bnyslc@earthlink.net

Pfiefferhorn Including Glissade. The annual spring Classic is upon us, Climb the Pfiefferhorn followed by glissade 
competition, prizes to be awarded! Ice ace with previous experience self arresting required. This outing always 
fills up so sign up early.

May 13 
Sun

Granduer Dog Hike To The Saddle – mod- – Slow pace

Meet: 9:30 am at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Tom Silberstorf 801-255-2784

Because the Churchfork gate will be closed, Tom will avoid hiking the asphalt by starting this hike at the Birch 
Hollow. This is a nice relatively level approach to the Granduer trail.

May 13 
Sun

Hike Up City Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 9:00 am at Utah Travel Council Lot - 110 E 300 N

Organizer: Chris Venizelos 801-572-7493 cvenize@xmission.com

Enjoy a nice stroll about 4 to 6 miles up the the canyon.

May 13 
Sun

Hike Big Cottonwood Canyon Area – mod

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Erin McCormack 801-891-3739

Meet Erin for a MOD hike somewhere up Big Cottonwood Canyon.

May 14 
Mon

River Trip Planing Meeting - Beginners Trip

Meet: 7:00 pm at Boat Shed - 4340 S 300 W

Organizer: Bret Mathews 801-831-5940 bretmaverick999@yahoo.com

This meeting is mandatory if you want to go on the May 18-20 Beginners Boating Trip. At this mandatory meet-
ing we will cover logistics for the trip including forming meal teams, meal planning, gear you will need, vehicle 
and trailer arrangements, costs, and of course answer questions. The location of this meeting may change -if it 
does the information here will be updated.

May 14 
Mon

Draper Evening Hike - Potato Hill To Anne’s Trail – ntd – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: 5:30 pm at Ballard Equestrian Center, 1600 East Highland Drive (about 13700 South where Highland Drive 
bends and runs east/west)

Organizer: Julie Kilgore 801-244-3323 jk@wasatch-environmental.com

Anne’s Trail and the Potato Hill Trailhead were just completed last year. This is a relatively flat trail so the group 
can move at a pretty good pace and might even make Maple Hollow before turning around. Dogs on leash OK.
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May 15 
Tue – 
May 27 
Sun

Kayak/canoe - Escalante River • 13 Days – class III

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Steve Pace 801-363-8190 stephencpace@alum.mit.edu

Self-support Duckie Adventure, 12 nights. Hidden deep in Southern Utah, rages the Escalante River in all her 
glory. Known to be far more narrow and technical than other rivers in Utah, the Escalante boasts unique and 
widely varying conditions, very fast waters; a solid Class III. This river runs about 90 miles through the Grand 
Staircase-Escalate National Monument with over 2 million acres of absolute wilderness to enjoy to a boat pick 
up on Lake Powell. With this trip often comes intense hiking stops where you can enjoy ancient leavings of the 
Anasazi Indians, from pottery chips to dwellings. The Escalante is truly a unique and fervent river to spend your 
time exploring. Contact Steve to register and for actual dates (depends on water flow).

May 15 
Tue

Evening Mountain Bike-salt Lake City – mod – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Krusko 801-474-3759 ckrusko@gmail.com

Check the bike list serve for last minute updates. Will plan to ride around the Salt Lake area. Plan to meet and 
start riding by 6pm.

May 15 
Tue

Evening Hike: Mill B North, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Michelle and Woib Butz 801 842-9646

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 15 
Tue

Road Bike: Tuesday Tours: Tba – mod- – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Tuesday rides will be announced via the bike email list. Join the list to make sure you get the ride and meeting 
info each week. If you would like to organize one of these rides, please let Robert know. This month we’ll do 30-
50 mile rides in Salt Lake, Tooele or Utah Valley.

May 15 
Tue

Evening Family Hike - Rocky Mouth Waterfall – ntd- – 1.0 mi Out & Back – Slow pace

Meet: 6:30 pm at Rocky Mouth Trailhead on the east side of the road at 11300 South Wasatch Boulevard.

Organizer: Tanner Morrill 801 809-0170 tannermorrill@gmail.com

Tanner is taking the kids out on the very short but fun hike.

May 16 
Wed

Evening Hike: Mule Hollow – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Steve Carr 801-261-5787

This pretty, but seldom visited, trail meanders in and out of a small creek to an old mining area. We recommend 
waterproof boots and long pants. There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 17 
Thu – 
May 20 
Sun

Annual Mothers Day Family Car Camp

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Noel de Nevers 801-581-6024 Noel.deNevers@utah.edu

This is the annual Family Mother’s Day Car Camp and General Spring Celebration (one week late, and an extra 
day). The large group campground has been reserved for Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. Bring your kids 
and grandkids! E-mail or call for information and reservations. The group is limited to 10 cars and 50 people; 
don’t come without a reservation!
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May 17 
Thu

Evening Hike: Mt. Olympus To The Stream – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Mt. Olympus trailhead on Wasatch Blvd.

Organizer: Woib and Michelle Butz 801 842-9646 mbutz27@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 17 
Thu

Evening Dog Hike: Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Jean Acheson 801-633-5225 jeanacheson@comcast.net

Well mannered dogs along with their well mannered owners are welcome. The dog-less are welcome as well. 
This hike is geared for all levels of hiking ability and will be conducted at a leisurely pace so we can enjoy the 
evening. Please bring water for yourself and any accompanying four-footed friends. Also, regardless of the leash 
law and day of the month, please bring a leash in case circumstances arise where it is needed. There will be a 
prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 18 
Fri

Bbq Pot Luck And Sing-a-long At Joan Hatch’s Home

Meet: 6:30 pm at Joan Hatch’s condo on third floor at 1841 Paschal Circle. Directions are included in the de-
scription

Organizer: Joan Hatch, Fred Tripp or Frank Bernard 801-916-6603 or 435-649-4507 or 301-461-0161 joan-
hatch27@yahoocom; fredgtripp@gmail.com or frankbernard55@earthlink.net

Joan Hatch has offered to host our May 18th Sing-A-Long. Plan to join us at 6:30 p.m. and we’ll have the grill 
fired up on Joan’s deck to begin the evening with a BBQ Pot Luck dinner. Plan to cook your own entree (ham-
burger, hot dogs, steak, ribs or ??) on the grill. Please also bring something to share (appetizer, salad, side 
vegetable or a dessert) with 4 to 6 others. BYOB. Please bring a chair (card table or camp) to ensure adequate 
seating. Following dinner we’ll have a Sing-A-Long - think folk music, campfire songs, joke songs, songs from 
Broadway musicals, etc. Acoustic instruments are welcome. Joan’s condo is on the 2nd floor above the garage 
(3rd floor) at 1841 Paschal Circle. Directions: Start on Foothill Drive about midway between E. 1700 South and 
E 2100 South. Paschal Circle is on the east side of Foothill Drive just south of Laurelhurst Drive and north of 
S. 2600 E. Parking is limited in the Circle but is available on Foothill Drive, Laurelhurst Drive and other nearby 
streets. Plan on a fun evening of socializing, enjoying good food and an opportunity to stretch your vocal chords 
(and bring any acoustic musical instrument that you’d like to play.) We’ll wrap it up by 10 PM. For questions or 
additional information contact Joan Hatch at 801-916-6603 or email at joanhatch27@yahoo.com or Fred Tripp 
at 435-649-4507 or 301-461-0161 or email at fredgtripp@gmail.com or Frank Bernard at Frankbernard55@
earthlink.net

May 18 
Fri

Backside Friday Road Bike – mod

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

Join us every Friday for scenic, low traffic social road rides in Summit, Wasatch and Morgan Counties. Distances 
range from 30 to 50 miles -- sometimes there are hills! Join the WMC Bike list for the announcements of the 
weekly destinations and meeting locations. We are always looking for trip organizers. Call Cheryl or Donna 
Fisher (435.649.0183) if you would like to organize one of the Friday rides.

The Wasatch Mountain Club has a vibrant boating program and owns boats and gear to fully 
equip club boating trips.  The club schedules a wide variety of trips from daily runs to weeklong 
river trips.  Trips range in intensity from serene flat-water canoe trips to challenging class IV-V 

whitewater. 
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May 
18 Fri – 
May 20 
Sun

White Water Rafting - Beginner’s Trip - Green River Daily – class III – 9.0 mi

Meet: 1:00 pm at Boat Shed - 4340 S 300 W

Organizer: Bret Mathews 801-831-5940 bretmaverick999@yahoo.com

Everyone is welcome on this popular, fun, and educational weekend where we introduce you to river-running. 
Experienced people share skills and safety techniques. There will be paddle boats, an oar rig, and inflatable 
kayaks which you can try out (hopefully some canoeist and kayakers will also join us). The Green River flows 
through Gray’s canyon just north of the town of Green River. It is about a 5 hour river run, with easy to mildly 
challenging rapids - perfect for beginners. Skills include learning to read the river, personal safety, river rescue, 
water fights, cooking with the club’s river kitchen, and eating better on the river than in your own home. The 
trip cost is usually under $100, which includes transportation, food, and equipment - a great deal! Typically 
WMC river trip organizers require a novice to have been on at least one previous WMC river trip so here’s your 
chance to gain experience. The group leaves Salt Lake Friday afternoon and returns early Sunday evening (plan 
on taking a half day of vacation). The mandatory planning meeting will be at 7pm Monday May 14th at the boat 
shed. Bret Mathews is the current organizer but would prefer to share this role with someone. Call or email Bret 
if you have questions or to sign up.

May 
18 Fri – 
May 20 
Sun

3 Day Moab Mountain Bike Mod- To Msd – mod- – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: ROBIN PERKINS 801-486-8140 perk@centurylink.net

Three day trip to Moab for intermediate to expert Mountain Bikers. We will be riding the new single track put in 
the last few years (40 miles was completed in 2011) You will be able to choose the difficulty of your ride (Mod- 
to MSD). The rides will be either loops or out and backs. Depending on the trail. Moderate to fast pace. I will be 
making reservations for tent camping (cost $9 to $12 per night) at the Riverside Oasis RV Park (need to email 
me ASAP if you are tenting) also can make reservations for anyone that wants to come early. People will be 
responsible for their own reservations if not tenting; they also have cabins, RV spaces and apartments. You can 
also stay somewhere else and hook up with us for the rides. Regardless of your accommodations registration is 
requested. If you are registered for tenting we will leave Friday morning (Campground check-in begins at 1pm) 
I will be organizing carpooling. We will return Sunday afternoon. The first ride will start at 3pm Friday beginning 
at the Campground, we will then meet at the campground at 10am Saturday and 9:00am Sunday.

May 19 
Sat – 
May 20 
Sun

Re-assault On San Rafael Knob Car Camp – mod+ – 12.0 mi Out & Back – 1500’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Will McCarvill 801-942-2921 lizandwill@msn.com

Ok, last year we turned chicken and backed away from a friction traverse leading to the summit of the tallest 
spot in the Swell. I now know the shortest way there and have a few tricks up my sleeve. Must be calm on slab. 
Sun we will poke around Sand Cove Spring looking for cool indian art panels. 10 max. 4X4 useful.

May 19 
Sat

Hiking Trail Maintenance- Bonneville Shoreline Trail Near Mount O Trailhead

Meet: 7:45 am at 6200 South & Wasatch Park & Ride

Organizer: David Andrenyak 801-582-6106 andrenyakda@aim.com

This is an opportunity to help build a new section of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail. The Wasatch Mountain Club 
will join with the Bonneville Shoreline Trail Association and other groups to work on the section near the Mount 
Olympus trail. Please meet at the 6200 South Park and Wasatch Park and Ride. We will car pool to the work site 
staging area. Please wear long pants and sturdy footwear. Please bring work gloves, sunscreen, rain gear, and 
water. The WMC will offer snacks and drinks. If you are planning to attend, please email me. This will help to 
estimate the amount of tools needed.
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May 19 
Sat

Road Bike: Cycle Sl Century Ride – mod – Out & Back

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

This non-profit ride is the culmination of SLC’s Bike Week -- registration is required, and let’s get a WMC pres-
ence for the 26th Annual FLAT CENTURY ride. The ride starts at the Utah State Fair Park, goes to Hooper and 
Antelope Island and back. You can choose distances of 36, 67 or 100 miles. It’s a fully supported ride, with sag 
vehicles and food stops. It will be fun if we get a number of WMC folks to ride together. Make sure to register at 
http://www.nosack.com/CycleSaltLakeCentury 

May 19 
Sat

Slow Pace Hike - Temple Granite Quarry – ntd – Out & Back

Meet: 10:00 am at Little Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Randy Long 801-733-9367

Randy will hike about two miles up the bottom of the canyon to just above an old but well-preserved water 
wheel. After, the group can take the interpretive trail around the quarry if anybody is interested.

May 19 
Sat

Hike The Beat Out – ext – 14.0 mi Shuttle – 6000’ ascent

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Alex Rudd and Julie Kilgore 801-971-9245 or 801-244-3323 rudd94@gmail.com or jk@wasatch-envi-
ronmental.com

This will be an second and somewhat slower pace offering of a WMC classic (see posting for May 12 - same 
warnings apply). There will be more rock scrambling than the earlier trip, but an ice axe and knowledge of how 
to use it will still be required as we will still be traveling on some snow. Expect a 12-hour day full of snow, rock, 
distance, elevation, exposure, etc. Registration required.

May 19 
Sat

Faint Trails Hike - Alta North Slopes – mod

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Charles & Allene Keller 801-467-3960

The route and rating (NTD or MOD) will depend upon the snow conditions in mid-May, but will involve some 
faint trails and a number of historical sites from the early days of mining. Because of the popularity of the Faint 
Trails hike series, attendance will be limited to twelve people. If there is more interest, Charles will repeat the 
hike the next day or the following weekend.

May 19 
Sat

Road Bike: Stage Coach Inn - Rush Valley - Pony Express Ride – mod – 55.0 mi Loop – 1300’ ascent – Moderate 
pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Historic Camp Floyd/Stage Coach Inn State Park in Fairfield, UT, about 50 miles south and 
west of Salt Lake City. From I-15, take Lehi exit #279; go west on Main Street, which eventually becomes Hwy 
73. Continue on to Fairfield and follow the signs to th

Carpool: 8:45 am at Former school parking lot at 230 E Claybourne Ave (2770 S), SLC

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

We’ll start at historic Camp Floyd/Stage Coach Inn in Fairfield. We’ll ride west to 5-Mile Pass, north past the 
roads to Mercur and Ophir, then enjoy a great 5 mile downhill to the junction with UT-36. From there we’ll head 
south for about 17-18 miles to the turnoff to Faust. We’ll look at an historic marker about the Pony Express 
before heading east toward Faust and back to 5-Mile Pass. We will be riding along a section of the old Pony Ex-
press route. From 5-Mile Pass, we will get another good 5 mile downhill back to the start. The ride gains about 
1300 feet of elevation total in chunks of about 200-400 feet at a time, so the climbing isn’t too bad. There are 
no services anywhere along the route, so bring plenty of water and snacks.
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May 20 
Sun

Road Bike: George Washington Park – ntd+ – 34.0 mi Out & Back – 2150’ ascent

Meet: 9:00 am at Inside Sugarhouse Park, immediately west of 15th East entrance.

Organizer: Elliott Mott 801-969-2846 elliott887@msn.com

This out and back ride begins at Sugarhouse Park, snakes up Emigration Canyon over Little Mountain, and then 
drops down and around to the George Washington Park. This 34 mile ride features approximately 2150 feet 
of climbing; cyclists preferring a shorter course of about 22 miles can turn around at Little Mountain and only 
climb 1500 feet. We’ll spin thru the park and then take a break at Mountain Dell Golf Course’s Clubhouse before 
returning. Meet Elliott Mott (801-969-2846) near the 15th East entrance to Sugarhouse Park at 9:00 AM.

May 20 
Sun

Road Bike Touring Shake Down Ride And Social – ntd+

Meet: 3:00 pm at Park City Library (1255 Park Ave)

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

In preparing for next month’s Overnighter Tour to Wasatch Mountain State Park, this afternoon anyone inter-
ested in bicycle touring can get together for a shake down ride, networking session, and potluck social.

We’ll meet for a 2-hour bike ride (panniers optional) to check out the new route through Deer Crest. After-
wards, we’ll have a pot luck get-together at my house to make plans and to answer bike touring questions. Even 
if you are not going on the June Overnighter, if you are interested in bike touring, you are welcome to join us for 
the ride and social.

May 20 
Sun

Mount Olympus Day Hike – msd- – 8.0 mi Out & Back – 4200’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Mount Olympus trailhead on Wasatch Blvd.

Organizer: Donn Seeley 801-706-0815 donn@xmission.com

Microspikes or yaktrax are often handy on May ascents of Olympus. There is a bit of scrambling toward the top 
of this steep hike. Limit: 9.

May 20 
Sun

Day Hike Up Neffs & Down Thaynes – mod+ – 7.0 mi Shuttle – 3200’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Knick Knickerbocker 801-891-2669 Knick.Sold@comcast.net

Call Knick Knickerbocker (801-891-2669 or knick.sold@comcast.net) to register for this hike in Mt. Olympus Wil-
derness area. Car shuttle required. We’ll hike up Neffs Canyon and then over the saddle to come down Thaynes 
Canyon. Be prepared to hike approx 7 + miles with 3200 foot of elevation gain and about 2800 foot of elevation 
loss. MUST REGISTER (limit of 9).

May 20 
Sun

Hike - Mill B Beyond The Overlook – ntd – Slow pace

Meet: 9:30 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Tom Silberstorf 801-255-2784

Starting from the upper part of the “S” turn, Tom will follow Mill B past the overlook as far as conditions are 
comfortable.

May 20 
Sun

Newcomer/beginner Hike In Beautiful Little Cottonwood Canyon – ntd – 1.5 mi Out & Back – 400’ ascent – 
Slow pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Little Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Kathy Craig 801-502-0465 bugsismyguy@comcast.net

It’s no secret that Cecret Lake remains the gem of Little Cottonwood Canyon. Nestled atop a glacially carved 
mountain basin, this sparkling destination is popular with many who are thrilled by the spectacular high coun-
try, and those who are enchanted by its wildflowers. This hike is open to anyone but is geared toward introduc-
ing new people to the Wasatch Mountain Club, or to hiking as an activity. There will be two organizers on this 
trip to make sure nobody gets behind, and to help with any questions or concerns.
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May 21 
Mon

Draper Evening Hike - Coyote Hollow To Brock’s Point – ntd – Loop – Moderate pace

Meet: 5:30 pm at Ballard Equestrian Center, 1600 East Highland Drive (about 13700 South where Highland Drive 
bends and runs east/west)

Organizer: Julie Kilgore 801-244-3323 jk@wasatch-environmental.com

Depending on trail conditions and the pace of the group, there are three possible loops between Coyote Hollow 
and Brock’s Point. Dogs on leash OK.

May 22 
Tue

Evening Mountain Bike- Park City – mod – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Nick Calas 435-714-2375 nickcalas84060@yahoo.com

Check the list serve for last minute updates. Will plan to ride around Park City. Tuesday evening rides are MOD 
to MOD+ in pace. Plan to meet and start riding by 6pm.

May 22 
Tue

Evening Hike: White Fir Pass – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Anne Polinsky 801 466-3806

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 22 
Tue

Road Bike: Tuesday Tours: Tba – mod – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Tuesday rides will be announced via the bike email list. Join the list to make sure you get the ride and meeting 
info each week. If you would like to organize one of these rides, please let Robert know. This month we’ll do 30-
50 mile rides in Salt Lake, Tooele or Utah Valley.

May 23 
Wed

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Knick Knickerbocker 801 891-2669

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 24 
Thu

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Little Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Little Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Mark Bloomenthal 801-842-1242 markbloomenthal@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 25 
Fri

Backside Friday Road Bike – mod

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

Join us every Friday for scenic, low traffic social road rides in Summit, Wasatch and Morgan Counties. Distances 
range from 30 to 50 miles -- sometimes there are hills! Join the WMC Bike list for the announcements of the 
weekly destinations and meeting locations. We are always looking for trip organizers. Call Cheryl or Donna 
Fisher (435.649.0183) if you would like to organize one of the Friday rides.

May 26 
Sat – 
May 28 
Mon

Nevada Car Camp – msd – 4000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Donn Seeley 801-706-0815 donn@xmission.com

The South and Far South Egans Wildernesses cover some extremely rugged mountain areas in Nevada south of 
Ely. We’ll explore the area’s narrow canyons and cliffy peaks and check out the bristlecones and ponderosas. If 
the weather turns warmer, we’ll cross Cave Valley to the Schell Creek Range and tackle 10,990-foot Mt Grafton 
in the Mt Grafton Wilderness. You can expect some long cross-country day hikes with up to 4000 feet of eleva-
tion gain. Limit: 13.
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May 26 
Sat – 
May 28 
Mon

Car Camp - Craters Of The Moon National Monument – ntd

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Randy Long 801-733-9367

This is a nice introduction to car camping. Craters of the Moon is a very enjoyable national monument and 
wilderness area located about 80 miles west of Idaho Falls. The group will camp two nights at the park camp-
ground and enjoy the visitor center and a hike to interesting formations called lava trees. Wilderness Area. Limit 
10.

May 26 
Sat

Road Bike: Pineview – mod – 43.0 mi Loop

Meet: 9:15 am at Huntsville Park, 7450 East 200 South, Huntsville

Carpool: 8:00 am at Parking Lot NE of capital building

Organizer: Elliott Mott 801-969-2846 elliott887@msn.com

This 43 mile ride tours the scenic mountain valley surrounding Pineview Reservoir east of Ogden. We’ll launch 
from Huntsville and circumnavigate the reservoir spinning thru the communities of Liberty and Eden. Our 
itinerary will include a stop at the gift shop inside Huntsville’s monastery and a late lunch following the ride at 
the Shooting Star. Our route stitches together several nifty rural country roads over mostly flat to rolling ter-
rain, notwithstanding one easy no-sweat 4 mile climb; one mile of the course is not paved, and can be avoided 
by riders preferring to stay on paved surfaces. Meet Elliott (801) 969-2846 in the parking lot located on the NE 
corner of the state capital building at 8am to carpool/caravan, or on the north side of Huntsville Park, 7450 East 
200 South, in Huntsville at 9:15am.

May 26 
Sat

Hike Mineral Fork – ntd+

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Cal Osburn 801-944-4574

Cal will go up to the mining area or as far as snow conditions will allow.

May 27 
Sun

Hike: Bells Canyon – mod – 5.0 mi Out & Back – 2400’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 9:00 am at 10245 South Wasatch Blvd trailhead

Organizer: Liz Cordova 801-486-0909 liz1466@live.com

Let’s stop at both waterfalls on the way up. Spikes or trax might be helpful.

May 27 
Sun

Davis County Family-friendly Hike: Adams Canyon Waterfall – ntd – 3.5 mi Out & Back – 1200’ ascent – Slow 
pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Meet at the Bountiful K-Mart at the 2600 South Woods Cross/Bountiful exit 315. (SW corner 
of parking lot)

Organizer: Pam Lofgreen 801-455-9671 plofgreen@msn.com

Join me this holiday weekend for a pleasant hike that follows the North Fork of Holms Creek. This hike passes 
through scrub oak and white pines that provide some nice shade, then ends at a beautiful 40-foot waterfall. 
Slow to moderate pace.

May 27 
Sun

Newcomer/beginner Hike To Willow Lake – ntd – 3.0 mi – Slow pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Michelle Butz (801) 842-9646 mbutz27@yahoo.com

This hike is open to anyone but is geared toward introducing new people to the Wasatch Mountain Club, or to 
hiking as an activity. There will be two organizers on this trip to make sure nobody gets behind, and to help with 
any questions or concerns.

May 28 
Mon

Draper Evening Hike – ntd – Moderate pace

Meet: 5:30 pm at Ballard Equestrian Center, 1600 East Highland Drive (about 13700 South where Highland Drive 
bends and runs east/west)

Organizer: Jack Earnhart 801-580-2122 earnhart.jack@yahoo.com

Jack will pick a trail that is suitable for the spring conditions.
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May 28 
Mon

Memorial Day Hike – ntd

Meet: 9:00 am at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Cal Osburn 801-944-4574

There is a little known trail that takes off from the Lake Blanch trail to a couple of nice little ponds.

May 29 
Tue

Evening Mountain Bike- Park City – mod – Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Nick Calas 435-714-2375 nickcalas84060@yahoo.com

Check the list serve for last minute updates. Will plan to ride around Park City. Tuesday evening rides are MOD 
to MOD+ in pace. Plan to meet and start riding by 6pm.

May 29 
Tue

Evening Hike: Salt Lake Overlook – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Michelle and Woib Butz 801 842-9646 mbutz27@yahoo.com

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 29 
Tue

Road Bike: Tuesday Tours: Tba – mod – Moderate pace

Meet: Disseminated via the Bike email list

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

Tuesday rides will be announced via the bike email list. Join the list to make sure you get the ride and meeting 
info each week. If you would like to organize one of these rides, please let Robert know. This month we’ll do 30-
50 mile rides in Salt Lake, Tooele or Utah Valley.

May 30 
Wed

Evening Hike: Mill B North, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: Mark McKenzie 801 913-8439

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 30 
Wed

Summit At Sunset Hike - Holbrook Creek, Bountiful – ntd

Meet: 6:00 pm at Holbrook Creek Trailhead (Bountiful Blvd. and about 750 South)

Organizer: Tim Seeley 801-544-7928 kk7ef1@msn.com

See May 2nd posting for participation requirements for this hike series. Come out an explore a different area. 
There will be a prompt 6:15 pm departure.

May 31 
Thu

Evening Hike: Avenues Twin Peaks – ntd

Meet: 6:15 am at Trailhead on Terrace Hills Drive in the Avenues

Organizer: Anne Polinsky 801 466-3806

Directions to the meeting place: From 11th Avenue, about 5 blocks east of I Street, go north on Terrace Hills 
Drive (900 East) to the cul-de-sac. There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

May 31 
Thu

Evening Dog Hike: Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Jean Acheson 801-633-5225 jeanacheson@comcast.net

Well mannered dogs along with their well mannered owners are welcome. The dog-less are welcome as well. 
This hike is geared for all levels of hiking ability and will be conducted at a leisurely pace so we can enjoy the 
evening. Please bring water for yourself and any accompanying four-footed friends. Also, regardless of the leash 
law and day of the month, please bring a leash in case circumstances arise where it is needed. There will be a 
prompt 6:30 pm departure.
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Jun 1 Fri 
– Jun 7 
Thu

White Water Rafting Middle Fork Salmon River – class IV – 100.0 mi

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Don Urrizaga 435-884-0147 don_urrizaga@yahoo.com

The Middle Fork is a tributary of the Salmon River, which is the main tributary of the Snake River, which in turn 
is the main tributary to the Columbia River. The Middle Fork is one hundred miles of whitewater. The nearest 
town is Stanley, Idaho. The Middle Fork’s elevation starts at 7,000 feet above sea level and drops down to 3,900 
feet. Bear Valley Creek and Marsh Creek converge to form the Middle Fork. The Middle Fork has around a hun-
dred tributaries; some of the bigger tributaries are Rapid River, Loon Creek and Camas Creek. The Middle Fork 
flows through 2,500 square miles of rugged terrain known as the Salmon River Mountains, in which there are 
peaks that reach as high as 10,000 feet. Rafting the Middle Fork is only rivaled by the mighty Colorado through 
the Grand Canyon. We plan to leave Salt Lake City in the early morning on May 31. We will drive to the put-in 
at Boundary Creek, rig boats, camp, and launch on the morning of June 1. We will take seven days to raft to the 
take-out at Cache Bar.

Jun 2 
Sat

Hike - Gobblers/ Raymond Via White Fir Pass – msd – 11.0 mi Out & Back – 4000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: 8:30 am at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Julie Kilgore 801-244-3323 jk@wasatch-environmental.com

Julie will approach Gobblers and Raymond from the Millcreek side so the pooch can come along. Bring micro-
spikes and ice axe for the likely snow conditions as we approach these two 10K+ summits.

Jun 2 
Sat

Road Bike: Elberta To Vernon Out & Back – mod+ – 68.0 mi Out & Back – Moderate pace

Meet: 10:00 am at Elberta Post Office on the corner of US Hwy 6 (15200 S) and UT Hwy 68 (12800 W), Elberta, 
UT

Carpool: 8:30 am at Former school parking lot at 230 E Claybourne Ave (2770 S), SLC

Organizer: Robert Turner 801-467-1129 r46turner@gmail.com

We’ll ride from Elberta in Utah County through Eureka and on to Vernon, returning the same way. This is really 
nice riding territory. If you haven’t ridden here before, you owe it to yourself to try it. The first part is a stiff 
climb of about 9 miles up to Eureka, but from there, we get some downhill and rollers through very scenic, 
low-traffic territory all the way to Vernon. On the return, we’ll get a great 9 mile downhill reward from Eureka 
back to Elberta. Since this is an out and back, you have lots of options to shorten the climb and ride distance to 
suit your taste. There will be small stores in Eureka and Vernon to get snacks and water, etc. If we want, we can 
have lunch at a little store in Vernon during the ride or on the drive back in the Saratoga Springs area. This will 
be a social ride: ride at your own pace but we will regroup a few times along the way. Bring money for snacks or 
lunch.

Jun 3 
Sun – 
Jun 9 
Sat

Kayak/canoe - Muddy Creek • 6 Days – class II

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Steve Pace 801-363-8190 stephencpace@alum.mit.edu

Self-support Duckie Adventure, 5 nights. It has an uninspiring name yet Muddy Creek forms the deepest canyon 
in the San Rafael Swell and for many miles flows through a spectacular gorge of colorful sandstone. Known as 
The Chute, the vertical walls here rise for several hundred feet above the streambed, which usually has running 
water all year. Except after heavy rain the creek is only a few inches deep and the canyon has no great obsta-
cles. Put in at I-70 or Lone Tree bridge and takeout near Factory Butte. Contact Steve to register and for actual 
dates (depends on water flow).
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Jun 3 
Sun

Hike The Beat Out - Fast Pace – ext – 14.0 mi – Fast pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Brad Yates 801-278-2423 bnyslc@earthlink.net

High level of fitness required, as Brad will set a very fast pace. White Pine Trail head to Bells Canyon, Pfeiffer-
horn, Upwop, Chipman and South Thunder peaks, all day adventure, exposed scrambling, snow climbing and 
glissading.

Jun 5 
Tue

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Mill Creek Or Lambs Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Anne Polinsky 801 466-3806

Destination will depend on conditions. There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

Jun 6 
Wed

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Big Cottonwood Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Big Cottonwood Canyon Park & Ride

Organizer: David Rumbellow 801 581-9650

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

Jun 7 
Thu

Evening Hike: Organizer’s Choice, Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Knick Knickerbocker 801 891-2669

There will be a prompt 6:30 pm departure.

Jun 7 
Thu

Evening Dog Hike: Mill Creek Canyon – ntd

Meet: 6:15 pm at Skyline High School - 3151 E Upland Dr (3760 S)

Organizer: Jean Acheson 801-633-5225 jeanacheson@comcast.net

Well mannered dogs along with their well mannered owners are welcome. The dog-less are welcome as well. 
This hike is geared for all levels of hiking ability and will be conducted at a leisurely pace so we can enjoy the 
evening. Please bring water for yourself and any accompanying four-footed friends. Also, regardless of the leash 
law and day of the month, please bring a leash in case circumstances arise where it is needed. There will be a 
prompt 6:30 pm departure.

Jun 9 
Sat – 
Jun 10 
Sun

Bike Touring Overnighter To Wasatch Mtn State Park – mod – Out & Back

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com

New or seasoned self-supported bike tourers, this weekend is for you! We will ride from either SLC (50 miles) 
or from Jeremy Ranch (25 miles) to Wasatch Mountain State Park, camp and network with other bike touring 
advocates. Sunday AM we pack up and bike back home.

This weekend is open to anyone interested in bicycle touring. If you are new to touring, you will need to attend 
Lou Melini’s presentation at REI on April 25, and if you need to borrow or buy gear prior to this weekend, you’ll 
want to talk to me or to Lou Melini (lvmelini@comcast.net) well in advance. You will also need to register by 
early May, as we are reserving campsites for the group.

WMC Purpose 
(Article II of the WMC Constitution)

The purpose shall be to promote the physical and spiritual well-being of its members and 
others by outdoor activities; to unite the energy, interests and knowledge of students, explorers 
and lovers of the mountains, deserts and rivers of Utah; to collect and disseminate information 
regarding the Rocky Mountains on behalf of science, literature and art; to explore and picture 
the scenic wonders of this and surrounding states; to foster awareness of scenic beauties; and 
to encourage preservation of our natural areas including their plant, animal and bird life.
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Jun 10 
Sun – 
Jun 16 
Sat

Service Hike Escalante River Restoration June 10 - 16 – mod+

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Dudley McIlhenny 801-733-7740 dudley.mcilhenny@gmail.com

Enjoy a week of volunteer work June 10-16 in beautiful Escalante on a project coordinated by Dudley McIlhenny 
under the aegis of the Escalante River Watershed Partnership. Meet interesting people from all over the US 
while participating in the sixth year of an on-going Russian Olive removal program (certainly within the capa-
bility of every WMC member of any age). And your trip is tax deductible. We will be car camping in Escalante 
Petrified Forest State Park (which has water and showers) and all meals are provided. We have openings for 
a maximum of 12 participants. If you have interest in participating, contact Dudley (801-733-7740 or dudley.
mcilhenny@gmail.com) to discuss it further. You can also find information at http://www.facebook.com/Escalan
teRiverWatershedPartnership?ref=ts

Jun 10 
Sun

Weber County Hike - Waterfall Canyon – ntd – 3.0 mi Out & Back – 1500’ ascent – Slow pace

Meet: 9:00 am at Bountiful K-Mart at the 2600 South Woods Cross/Bountiful exit 315. SW corner of parking lot.

Organizer: Pam Lofgreen 801-455-9671 plofgreen@msn.com

This short hike includes a rugged scramble over steep, rocky terrain, yet it has long been one of Odgen’s most 
popular hikes thanks to the 200-foot waterfall at the upper end of the canyon. Slow to moderate pace.

Jun 16 
Sat

Stansbury Range Day Hike – msd – 15.0 mi Shuttle – 6000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Donn Seeley 801-706-0815 donn@xmission.com

The one high section of the Stansburys that Donn Seeley hasn’t hiked yet is the ridgeline from Vickory Moun-
tain (10,330’) to Deseret Peak (11,031’). We’ll start from East Hickman Canyon and climb steeply to Vickory 
Mountain, then head cross-country north along the ridge, picking up the trail to Deseret Peak. We’ll cross some 
10,000-foot bumps along the way, and we may spot some of the elusive bristlecone pines. This trip is explor-
atory and requires a car shuttle.

Jun 22 
Fri

Bbq Potluck And Sing-a-long At Dudley Mcilhenny’s Home

Meet: 6:00 pm at 1459 E 3900 South - Directions are in the description.

Organizer: Dudley McIlhenny or Fred Tripp or Frank Bernard 801-733-7740 or 435-649-4507 or cell: 301 461-
0161 fredgtripp@gmail.com or frankbernard55@earthlink.net

Dudley McIlhenny has offered his patio for a potluck BBQ and a Sing-A-Long. Plan to join us at 6:00 p.m. and 
we’ll have some coals going for the BBQ. Plan to cook your own entree (hamburger, hot dogs, steak, ribs or 
??) on the grill. Please also bring something to share (appetizer, salad, side vegetable or a dessert) with 4 to 
6 others. BYOB. Space is very limited inside so we will be outdoors on the spacious patio. Please bring a chair 
(camp or card table) to ensure adequate seating. Also bring a sweater or jacket as it may get cooler after sunset. 
Following the potluck dinner we’ll have a Sing-A-Long -think folk music, campfire songs, songs from Broadway 
musicals, joke songs, etc. We usually start with “This Land is Your Land” and end up with “Happy Trails To You”. 
Acoustic instruments are welcome. Dudley’s home is located behind a small office building (Claims Manage-
ment) at 1459 E 3900 S. Go north on the driveway just east of the building. It’s the first house on the left. Plan 
on a fun evening of socializing, enjoying good food and an opportunity to stretch your vocal chords (and bring 
any acoustic musical instrument that you’d like to play.) We’ll wrap it up by 10 PM. For questions or additional 
information contact Dudley at 801-733-7740 or Fred Tripp at 435-649-4507 or email at fredgtripp@gmail.com 
or Frank Bernard at Frankbernard55@earthlink.net. Be sure to add your name to our email list to receive up-
dates for this and future Sing-A-Longs. Just go the WMC web site: Click on Member Menu; Click on EMAIL LIST 
SUBSCRIBE & UNSUBSCRIBE; Log In, follow the directions to subscribe and select the “SOCIAL” category. When 
finished return to Member Menu and Log Off.
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Jun 23 
Sat

Day Hike - North Thunder – ext – 8.0 mi Out & Back – 6000’ ascent – Moderate pace

Meet: Registration required

Organizer: Gregory Bronder gdbkcb03@comcast.net

We will climb North Thunder Peak via Bells Canyon. Ice ax, crampons, and a helmet with knowledge of how 
to use them/self arrest skills will be needed. Expect an early start and a long day (maybe 12 hours) depending 
upon the speed of the group. The route will take us to the upper reservoir, to the saddle between Bell’s Cleaver 
and South Thunder, into Thunder Bowl, and then up the west face of North Thunder. Some scrambling will also 
be encountered. Wilderness limits will apply. Please contact me via email to register or with questions

Jun 27 
Wed

River Trip Planing Meeting- 4th Of July Payette – class II

Meet: 7:00 pm at Boat Shed - 4340 S 300 W

Organizer: Rick Thompson gone2moab@hotmail.com

At this meeting we will finish ironing out the logistics for this trip, including vehicle and trailer arrangements, 
and food groups to plan the menus and purchase the foods for the trip.

VIEW ACTIVITIES BEYOND THOSE POSTED IN THE PRINTED RAMBLER 
AT WWW .WASATCHMOUNTAINCLUB .ORG

 Donations to Conservation 

and to Backcountry

Martin and Patricia McGregor

THANK YOU!
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SANDY CITY - 10600 SOUTH & 230 WEST

Backpacking Basics, Thursday, May 3rd, 7pm

We will cover backpacking essentials: choosing a pack; selecting proper clothing; and the right footwear; and under-
standing the basic gear you need to reach your destination. 

Bike Maintenance Basics, Tuesday, May 8th, 7pm

This class is an informative presentation that will teach you how to lube a chain, fix a flat tire in record time, and 
make other minor adjustments to your bicycle! Leave your bike at home.

Hiking Basics, Thursday, May 24th, 7pm

In this program, REI experts will share tips and tricks on all aspects of hiking. Learn about trip planning, essential 
items, equipment, safety precautions, along with local resources and places to go.

SALT LAKE CITY - 3285 EAST & 3300 SOUTH

Trail Running Basics, Tuesday, May 1st, 7pm

Trail running can be a great change of pace from the jog around the neighborhood. In this session we will cover what you 
need to get on the trail. Learn about technique, training, clothing and footwear specific to the sport of trail running.

Dead Horse Point State Park: Get Out and Play!, Thursday, May 3rd, 7pm

The park is home to sixteen miles of hiking trails and nine miles of family-friendly mountain bike trails leading to dramatic 
views of the Colorado River and canyons below. The park’s twenty-one site campground is a wonderful base camp.

Bike Maintenance Basics, Tuesday, May 8th, 7pm

If you ride a bicycle, then you need this class! This class is an informative presentation that will teach you how to lube a 
chain, fix a flat tire in record time, and make other minor adjustments to your bicycle. Leave your bike at home.

Backpacking Basics, Thursday, May 31st, 7pm

We will cover backpacking essentials: choosing a pack; selecting proper clothing; and the right footwear; and 
understanding the basic gear you need to reach your destination. 

FREE COMMUNITY FAMILY EVENT - REI’s Family Adventure FUN FEST, Monday, May 7th, 4:00-8:00pm at 
REI Salt Lake City

At the FUN FEST you can;

• Pick up a FREE Kid’s REI Adventure Journal

• Try REI’s climbing wall- (Liability release required. Parent or legal guardian must be present)

• TreeUtah will be on hand with tree activities and crafts! Find out what secrets trees can tell us by observing their rings, 
learn about the trees you can find right here in the Wasatch and much more! • Investigate animal tracks of wildlife that 
live in the Wasatch

• Take the Tent Challenge where you can practice or test your speed putting up a tent 

• Get info on places to hike, bike or camp 

• Find out how to fit a bike helmet or get yours fit 

• Learn about the high-tech treasure hunting game of Geocaching 

REI’s Kids’ Adventure Journal, for youth ages 6-12, is filled with fun activities and tips for getting outside. http://www.rei.
com/family-adventure

REI COMMUNITY CALENDAR ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTACT:  Celeste Eppler, EMAIL: ceppler@rei .com, (801) 486-2100, ext . 207
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