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WMC PRESIDENT MESSAGE: LOOKING BACK & 
LOOKING FORWARD  

Julie Kilgore // WMC President 

Happy Holidays!  Itôs hard to believe we are about to wrap up another calendar year.  The WMC has 

had another great four-season slate of hiking, biking, climbing, boating, canyoneering, and winter 

sports.  Our club maintains a membership that is 1,100 strong and the diversity of our human-powered 

outdoor recreation opportunities is unmatched by any other outdoor recreation club - that I know of 

anyway!  I am constantly impressed, amazed, and humbled by all that our fellow clubbers give to this 

organization and to each other. 

Each year the club hosts a special Organizer/Volunteer Appreciation Banquet, which was held this year 

on November 11, 2017.   This is an important event that gives us the opportunity to extend a very 

special thank you to all the trip organizers, activity coordinators, trailhead tenders, Rambler deliverers, 

sign-up sheet senders, historical Rambler scanners, and lots of others who contribute so much to the 

WMC.  The Appreciation Banquet was attended by well over 100 volunteers and there were just as 

many deserving contributors who were unable to make the event.  We thank you all!! 

There are two special awards that are presented by the WMC ï the Pa Parry Award and the Alexis 

Kelner Conservation Award.  The Alexis Kelner Conservation Award honors individuals who had 

contributed significantly to the preservation and conservation of Utah's public lands.  For 2017, the 

WMC board selected Dave Pacheco for this award, for his work that has been instrumental in the fight 

for Bears Ears National Monument (which must continue), and his work with SUWA and Wilderness 

Volunteers.  A list of prior Alex Kelner Conservation Awardees can be found on the WMC website at 

https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/admin/menu.php?add=about/AlexisKelnerAward.htm 

Pa Parry was one of the founders of the WMC (way back in 1920!), and the Pa Parry Award is given to 

a member who has given exceptional service to the club.  This year, the board honored Brad Yates for 

all his years of service in many WMC leadership and WMC support roles (and who, by the way, was 

the recipient of the Alexis Kelner award in 1999).  A list of prior Pa Parry awards can be found on the 

WMC website at 

https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/admin/menu.php?add=about/PaParryAward.htm. 

As we look to 2018, a Nominating Committee has been formed to embark on the nomination process 

for the next slate of WMC board leadership (see the Nominating Committee announcement in this 

monthôs Rambler).  The club has a strong and supportive board, with many positions jointly held as 

Co-Directors.  This year, we will be in need of a new Co-Treasurer and a Co-Boating Director, as we 

say thank you to Jason Anderson and Cindy Spangler who will be transitioning off the board.   
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The WMC Lodge Foundation shares an important history with the WMC.  The Foundation functions as 

a separate entity and is managed by its own board.  The WMC Lodge Foundation is also in need of 

filling two board positions - a Treasurer and a Fundraiser Director.  Renae Olsen is serving as the 

Foundation nominating committee, and she can be contacted at olsentax@comcast.net. 
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WMC BOARD NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The WMC begins the nomination process for the next slate of elected officers.   Many of the 

current board members are excited to return next year, subject of course to membership 

approval.  There will be two key vacancies and the nominating committee will need help 

finding candidates. 

 

¶ The WMC is in need of a Co-Treasurer.  Duties will be shared and coordinated with 

current Co-Treasurer, Dave Rabiger.  This allows for transition training along with 

periodic relief from duties when monthly reports and meetings conflict with personal 

needs. Attend WMC board meetings at 7:00 PM the first Wednesday of each 

month.  Financial Report preparation requires 2-3 hour of work the Monday or Tuesday 

prior to the Wednesday meeting.  Experience with QuickBooks software will be helpful, 

or consider it an opportunity to learn QuickBooks.  Please contact the current (and 

returning) co-treasurer Dave Rabiger at 801-971-5836. 

 

 

¶ The WMC is in need of a Co-Director of Boating.  The Co-Director is a member of the 

Board of Directors of the Wasatch Mountain Club.  Duties will be shared and coordinated 

with current Co-Director, Tony Zimmer.  This allows for transition training along with 

periodic relief from duties when meetings and other activities conflict with personal 

needs.  A description of the Co-Director duties can be found in the Policies page of the 

WMC website under ñActivity Directors and Their Responsibilitiesò.  WMC board 

meetings are held at 7:00 PM on the first Wednesday of each month.  Please contact the 

current (and returning) boating co-director Tony Zimmer at 440-465-2761 with any 

questions. 

 

 

The Nominating Committee are responsible for recruiting and vetting a slate of qualified and 

willing candidates for the Wasatch Mountain Club Governing Board for the year from March 

2018 through February 2019.  Former board members Steve Duncan, Alex Rudd, and Gretchen 

Siegler have graciously offered to serve at this yearôs nominating committee.  Any member in 

good standing who may be interested in filling one of these positions, please contact one of the 

nominating committee members.     

    Steve Duncan          801-680-9236          duncste@comcast.net 

    Alex Rudd          801-971-9245         rudd94@gmail.com 

    Gretchen Siegler          801-661-5635          gsiegler@westminstercollege.edu 
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PRAY FOR SNOW PARTY! 

Join us on Saturday, December 2, 2017 for the Pray for 

Snow Party at the Lodge!  There will be music and games, 

Happy Hour at 3:00 PM, and dinner at 4:00 PM followed 

by a ski waxing demo from one of our pros.  We will be 

serving chili and brats, and a cash bar will be 

available.   You are welcome to bring a side dish, dessert, 

or beverages to share.   

Admission is $10, and for an extra $5 you can stay the 

night.  The first 20 people who RSVP to 

robertmyers47@gmail.com  will get a bed.  Showers are 

also available, but donôt forget your suds and towel! 

If you are so inclined, weôd appreciate your help with 

some snow removal starting at 9:00 a.m.  You may also 

want to consider attending WMC beacon practice at the 

Utah Avalanche Center.  Be sure to check the club activity 

calendar for other nearby ski and snowshoe events on 

Saturday and Sunday!  We hope to see you there! 

Directors and Volunteers Wanted  

Is there a warm place in your heart where you keep fond memories of times youôve spent and the 

friends you made at the Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge?  Or, are you a new club member eager 

to find more ways to get involved?  If so, then we have an opportunity for you.  The Wasatch 

Mountain Club Foundation is searching for new Directors to assist in our effort to preserve our 

beautiful, historic building and to make its use available to the Club and the 

community.  Desirable skills and interests include marketing, fundraising, building relationships 

with our supporters, web design, and/or writing monthly newsletters for the Rambler. 

Also, winter is fast approaching in the mountains, and the Foundationôs periodic snow removal 

parties are about to begin.  A hot lunch is always provided for anyone brave and generous enough 

to help remove snow so we can keep the Lodge open and accessible through the winter. 

If interested in any of the foregoing opportunities, please contact Robert Myers at 

robertmyers47@gmail.com for more information.

mailto:robertmyers47@gmail.com
mailto:robertmyers47@gmail.com


 

 

50 YEARS AGO IN THE RAMBLER: DECEMBER 1967 
Transcribed by Donn Seeley // WMC trustee 

 
CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR DECEMBER 1967  [...] 

 
  
BEGINNERôS SKI TOUR AND SNOWSHOE HIKE ˈ An easy introductory trip to acquaint 

people with adapting their equipment and themselves to ski touring or snowshoe hiking.  The Lake 

Solitude Trail will be the probable route, with a round trip distance of about 2 1/2 miles and less than 

a 500 foot elevation change.  Meet at the Brighton Village Store where snowshoes may be 

rented.  Register by 5:30 pm Fri., Dec 9.  Leaders: Fred Bruenger (...) and Milt Hollander (...).  [...] 

 

A SEEMING STEEPLECHASE UP THE NORTH FACE by Helen Jenness 

 

With the moon shining above us, the wind and cold making their presence felt, John Wallau, June and 

Al Wickham, John Podlesny, Craig Olsen, John Riley, Milt Hollander, Maryhe Unk, Gerhard 

Hentschel, and I were all led by Harold Goodro and brought up at the rear by Tom Stevenson.  We 

ascended the North Face of Mt. Olympus starting at 8:00 am on Sunday October 22. 

 

We did not follow a marked trail nor did we move at a regular hiking rate.  Harold moved out and 

through the brush as if he were a caterpillar tractor with a super engine turned wide open.  Finally, after 

my legs had seemingly collapsed a long time before, he stopped and announced that it is not customary 

to start the ascent of Mt. Olympus in a gentle manner. 

 

The second spurt seemed to be as swift as the first.  Everyone appeared to be sprinting upward through 

thigh-high brush and over rocks with usually findable foot and hand holds.  If  a person took time to 

gaze at the surroundings and the Salt Lake Valley, he had to absorb the view in microseconds, for 

otherwise, the rest of the climbers would be out of sight. 

 

Toward the top, Harold led about two thirds of the group up the exposed face.  Some of us, rather leery 

of the yielding exposure, skirted Haroldôs route and took a gully route to the ridge.  By the time three 

hours had elapsed, we were all at the summit rock where we sat and munched lunch. 

 

As we began to descend, we had to perform the Bud Temple Stretch down one cliff-like rock.  For a 

few of us, such a stretchable feat did not seem feasible, but we did reach the end of the stretch without 

stretching ourselves. Again, Harold and the swift ones moved out and down the southwest side of the 

mountain.  Three of us plus Tom Stevenson managed to lose sight of the others.  We became hesitant 

as to where to go next.  Tom found a cliff into which he hammered some friendly pitons and set up two 

sections of fifteen-root-long nylon sling material to assist our downward climb. 

 

After we conquered the cliff, Harold appeared to see how we were faring and clue us in that the rest 

were sitting way below us on Wall Street viewing the episode.  [...] 
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MT. OLYMPUS TRAIL WORK 
NOVEMBER 11, 2017 
Organized by Brett Smith // Trip Report by Julie Kilgore // Photos by Knick Knickerbocker  

 

Brett Smith pulled together a band of hardy clipping and clopping WMCers to make a dent in those 

pesky scrub oaks that are encroaching on the Mt. O trail, clean up trash that was lodged down in those 

pesky scrub oaks, and bag up more dog poop. The team worked from the trailhead almost up to the 

stream crossing, using the brush in several areas to trash up the switchback-cutting tracks. Thanks 

Brett, Dave Andrenyak, Bob Meyers, and Knick Knickerbocker! 

There is more to do on this trail and other trails that need attention. The WMC has an agreement under 

the Forest Service to provide minor trail work on some Forest Service trails. Maybe Ferguson next 

time, above the overlook? Keep an eye out for club emails and calendar postings. 
 

 

Group shot of the hard working WMCers! 
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STANSBURY ISLAND HIKE 
OCTOBER 21, 2017 
Organized by Donn Seeley // Trip Report by Donn Seeley // Photos by Donn Seeley  

 
The southwest corner of Stansbury Island has 

a giant tilted block of quartzite that I have 

hiked up a couple of times in the distant 

past.  Itôs a pretty serious objective with 

really steep off-trail hiking and plenty of 

scrambling.  I had managed to put the worst 

parts of the route out of my mind after 20+ 

years so that may explain why I decided to 

drag us up that crag one Saturday in October. 

 

Fortunately, I had a group that was happy to 

tackle the problem.  We started from the 

BLM mountain bike trailhead and walked up 

the trail for about five minutes to the base of 

the quartzite slab.  We then crawled up the 

steep slope, threading our way between big 

tan-colored blocks of rock, up to the highest 

Lake Bonneville shoreline.  After that, the 

going got tougher ˈ even steeper and with 

piles of scree and gnarly crags to avoid.  We 

followed the quartzite bed until we were 

blocked by a cliff forcing us off to the west 

(left) across the steeply dipping slabs.  At this 

point, the route is basically a continuous 

scramble with a number of dead ends and 

some exposure.  I tried to keep us fairly close 

to the top of the ridge but the obstacles on the 

ridge are numerous and we kept getting forced onto the slabs to the west. 

 

I surprised myself by recognizing a unique location: a scramble behind a tilted flake that took us 

up off of the slabs and onto easier terrain near the top of the ridge.  The route turned back into 

cross-country hiking for a while, but it didnôt last.  The final hundred feet to the summit was a 

scramble again with bushwhacking that leads up to a tiny exposed blocky crag at the very top. 

 

We agreed that the postage-stamp summit wasnôt a great place for lunch, so we backed off to the 

nearest bump to the south which had space for us to recline.  After we had all recovered, it was 
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time to head back down.  I pointed us directly west down 

the slabs recalling from 20+ years ago that there was a 

route that would drop us almost exactly back to the 

parking area.  Unfortunately, I couldnôt find the route that 

I had gone down before and we ended up picking our 

way carefully down the very steep slabs directly west 

from the summit.  Somehow we managed to avoid 

getting cliffed out and we were able to pick up the Lake 

Bonneville shoreline and head southwest toward the 

car.  Iôm pleased to say that my fallible memory was 

actually correct in remembering the zillions of coral and 

brachiopod fossils in the limestone on the last part of the 

descent ˈ a little treat after all that work! 

 

Thanks to John Kiedaisch, Yi Qu, Michi Bracken and 

Bob Grant for being ready for adventure! 
 

Photos // Page 3: Passing behind the flake, with (L-R) Bob, 

John, Michi // Page 11: Steep hiking, with (L-R) Yi, John // 

Right: On a ledge, with (L-R) John, Michi, Bob // Below: 

Catching our breath on the Bonneville Shoreline, with (L-R) 

Bob, Yi, John, Michi 
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LONE PEAK HIKE 

Trip Report by Nancy Martin // 

Photos by Tom Hamann 

 
Great hike on a mixed weather, 

early ñwinterò day! All made it to 

the cirque and beyond. About 

half the group made it to the 

crux! 

 
Right: Group photo with Alex and 

Nancy on the roof! 
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KAYAKING COLORADO RIVER  
RUBY HORSETHIEF CLASS II 
OCTOBER 13, 2017 
Organized by Gretchen Siegler // Trip Report by Gretchen Siegler // Photos by Geoff Hardies  

 

Seven of us (Tony, Jennifer, Dave, Beth, George, Gretchen, and Geoff) met to camp at Westwater 

Ranger Station campground on Friday night. Despite late night arrivals from other groups heading 

down Westwater and lots of noise, our group got an early start with our shuttle up to the Loma 

put-in. While the sun was bright, the famous Ruby Horsethief winds were predicted to be between 

15-25 miles per hour that Saturday and started to pick up just as we were launching. We stopped to 

hike Rattlesnake Canyon 3.6 miles down the river. Dave and Beth decided to hike to the six miles 

to the arches because they only had one night on the river and had to rush back to Salt Lake on 

Sunday. (They said that the arches rivaled Archesðimagine!) The rest of us were worried about 

the wind so only hiked for about an hour before heading downriver again. In no time, we ran into 

areas where the gusts threatened to move us backward but managed to reach our campground by 

mid-afternoon with only a few tears. 
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Dave and Beth showed up that evening and apparently had a windless float. The campsite was 

situated on a high banking with no place to land the boats. We spent a good amount of time that 

evening strategizing ways to get our boats up the bank for unloading and again down the next 

morning. The campsite was lovely. After an extremely cold night, we slowly thawed out by the 

sun. Our Sunday float was beautiful, as was our hike up Mees Canyon. Passing some spectacular 

campsites, we ended up in another not so well chosen camp to endure another freezing night. 

Monday again was lovely. The leaves turning yellow by the hour. We arrived mid-day so that 

those driving back to Salt Lake could be home in time for supper. This easy stretch of the 

Colorado is a great trip and I plan to do it again. Next time, I will choose better campsites (one of 

the Black Rocks, one of the Mees, or one at Knowles Canyon for another hike). I will also 

probably allow an extra day for hiking. 
 

 
Above: Boat Landing party // Opposite Page: Participant group shot with Tony, Jennifer, Dave, Beth, George, 

Gretchen, and Geoff 

 
 
 


