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WMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Check www.wasatchmountainclub.org for the latest announcements 

  

RAMBLER ARTICLES 
The Rambler editor needs submittals of trip writeups and other WMC-specific content. Please include a 

portrait photo with your writeup and you could make the cover! The Rambler is what the members 

make it. Send feedback to rambler@wasatachmountainclub.org or contact any board member.  
 

WMC FOUNDATION 
Join the Wasatch Mountain Club as we support the Wasatch Mountain Club Foundation and Lodge and 

the June 2017 Dutch Oven Cook Off! Learn more about the WMCF and the Lodge by visiting their 

website http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Volunteer with the Wasatch Mountain 
Club Lodge! 

  

We continue to need volunteers to help us 

stain the newly installed wainscoting! You 

may have been reading about the all the 

exciting renovations the Foundation has been 

doing on the upstairs dormitory. If you haven't 

been to the lodge recently, you won't even 

recognize it! Contact Robert Myers to sign up 

to volunteer at the lodge or to attend the Dutch 

Over Cook Off event at (801) 651-9965 or 

email at robetmyers47@gmail.com. 

 

¶ Beginning in July, we will be working 

on installation of the Forest Service 

Interpretive Sign at the Lodge.  The 

work will include concrete, carpentry, 

stonework, and installation of the sign.  

¶ Touch-up of exterior paint and finishes 

due our long winters 

¶ Cleanup around the exterior of the 

lodge or preparations for next year. 

 

 
 

Trailhead Cleanup Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Wasatch Mountain Club has an 

agreement with Salt Lake County Parks 

and Recreation to maintain the Mount 

Olympus and West Grandeur Peak 

trailheads. This involves cleaning up trash 

at both trailheads and replacing the trash 

container bag at the Mount Olympus 

Trailheads.  

 

These two trailheads are examples of the 

sensitive interface between nature and our 

urban existence. It is important that the 

dignity of theater character at those two 

places be preserved. If you are interested in 

helping with this, please contact Dave 

Andrenyak at andrenyakda@aim.com. 

 

mailto:rambler@wasatachmountainclub.org
http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/
mailto:robetmyers47@gmail.com
mailto:andrenyakda@aim.com
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50 YEARS AGO IN THE RAMBLER 
Transcribed by Donn Seeley, WMC trustee 

 
CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR JUNE 1967  [...] 

  

Jul 

22-24 

Sat.-

Mon. 

TETON HIGH CAMP ˈ Destination is the Grand Teton.  Leaders are Harold Goodro and 

Gary Larson.  The Grand, highest peak of the Tetons, offers a commanding view of the 

range.  Although not insurmountable, it does require good conditioning.  Contact the leaders or 

Dave Allen for details.  [...] 

  

WESTWATER CANYON RIVER TRIP 

by Marian Frankel 

  

[...]  The trip on the Club's new bus was pleasant, and it was fascinating watching the drivers, Max 

and Del, figure out what all the gadgets on the dashboard were for as we rolled along.  The two things 

they were sure of were the starter and the brakes.  After that, it was hit and miss but they caught on and 

we were overjoyed to find that the heater heated, the lights lit, a buzzer buzzed (for some reason).  We 

got there in the altogether. We camped out in an open field beside the road near the river until 

morning.  For many of us who count sheep to fall asleep, it was quite puzzling to awaken in the 

morning to find them all in a herd staring at us ˈ counting?  But the herd was diverted, and we made 

breakfast quickly.  [...] Our four rafts were worthy, and so were our four captains (Del, Max, Gerry, 

and Bud).  The crews proved able bodied, and all went well ˈ until Max's boat was sabotaged in Skull 

Rapid.  One big wave hit it full in the face and before it could regain equilibrium, down came another 

wave with such force the raft flipped over completely.  Pat and Dorothy came up for air and found 

themselves under the turned-over boat.  Max lost his glasses, hat and a shoe.  [...] The River Rats: Del 

Wiens; Carol Wiens; June Viavant; Art Frankel; Marian Frankel; Vivian Higgenbotham; Max Tyler; 

Bob Bucher; Pat Dow; Gary Haltmeyer; Brian Jessop; Jon Bemis; Al Mathews; Gerry Powelson; 

Roger Jackson; Benita Jackson; Bud Reid; Fern Reid; Jim Byrne; Dorothy Roberts. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  for the Old-timers/Newcomers Party! 
 

Join the WMC Old-timers/Newcomers party with a yet-to-be-announced trip presentation. 

Bring in the new members and renew great friendships at the annual WMC Old 

Timers/Newcomers Party scheduled for Saturday, August 26th, at the WMC Lodge at Brighton. 

The evening will include a brief General Membership Meeting. Dinner will be potluck, so come 

prepared with a hot dish, salad, dessert, or something else to put on the table. BYOB. Coals will 

be available for anyone bringing food for the grill. After dinner, we'll attempt the annual group 

photo. We will have the coals warm by 5:30. Group picture at 6:30 followed by General 

Membership Meeting at 7:00 and trip presentation at 7:30. After the meeting, stick around for 

games, socializing, and getting to know your fellow WMC members. 
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WMC FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTES TO SAVE 
BONANZA FLATS EFFORT 
  

In keeping with its mission ñto preserve natural and historic resources on public landsò, the 

Wasatch Mountain Club Foundation has donated $1,000 to the Save Bonanza Flats 

organization, which strives to prevent the development of a 1,350-acre property along the 

Guardsman Way Road in the high country above Wasatch Mountain State Park. 

 

While most club members associate the WMC Foundation solely with the WMC Lodge, the 

Foundation also pursues a preservation mission largely funded through John Veranthôs 

generous donation of royalty income from his book "Hiking the Wasatch".  This fund has been 

tapped for the Save Bonanza Flats contribution. 

  

Bill Zwiebel 

Director, WMC Foundation 

 

 

 

 

20th ANNUAL PINK FLAMINGO PARTY 

What is the most thrilling, boating event of the year? THE PINK FLAMINGO PART Y! 

It is scheduled for Saturday, October 7 starting at 4 PM. This is our 20th anniversary for the 

event, so the location is back where it all started at 143 W 100 N in Bountiful. From I-15, take 

either 500 South (Exit 316) or 400 North (Exit 317), head east to 200 West and then find us on 

100 North at 143 W in the backyard. Watch for the flamingos, our boating mascot. 

EVERYONE is invited! Hey hikers, bikers, skiers, climbers, socializers, and snowshoers, come 

and get to know the boaters! We are a friendly wild bunch! Your ticket into the party is your 

potluck dish and pink attire. For your outfits, don't be shy! We want to see outrageous, daring, 

and flamboyant! Real men and women wear pink to this party! Be Brave! If pink is lacking in 

your wardrobe, beachwear is acceptable. 

There will be prizes for outfits, boating skills, boating knowledge and more. Plan to participate 

in team and individual games. There will be a grill for your use. Enjoy homemade pink ice 

cream (will be cranking to do). In addition to a potluck dish, bring your own beverages as well 

as a chair, utensils, and plates. (all in pink if you can!)

 
 

 
 



8 

 

REYNOLDS PEAK HIKE VIA MILL D 
NORTH  
MAY 20, 2017  
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip 

Report & Photos by Akiko Kamimura 

 
Several days after the late spring 

snowstorm, the trail was covered by snow 

except for the first half mile. At the Y-

junction, we put on microspikes. The snow 

became deeper at Dog Lake so Tom, 

Stephen, and Akiko switched to snowshoes. 

Since there were no tracks made by other 

snowshoers/skiers, we had to break the 

fresh snow. We were unable to find the 

summer trail and decided to climb up on 

the steep slope. Leslie decided to turn 

around early. The rest of us continued to 

the peak. The last part was hard for some of 

those who did not use snowshoes but we 

made the peak. After we had lunch and 

enjoyed the views, we went back on the 

same route. We saw lots of moose along the 

way. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group at the peak and moose along the trail. 

MILLCREEK HIKE 
MAY 27, 2017 
Organized by Bruce Christenson // Trip 

report & Photos by Ruth Nakamura  
 

 
Group photo along the ridge. 

 

Bruce Christensen took us on a leisurely hike 

up the north ridge of Millcreek Canyon, about 

707ô elevation and little over 3 miles long. 

The temperature was just right, high was in the 

low 70ôs.  We hiked up to pipeline, overlooking 

Salt Lake City.  Going down many of us needed 

hiking poles.  We saw few yellow mule ears and 

paintbrush flowers sprinkling the hillside. 

Participants were Tom, Holly Laurie, Kristen, 

Bruce, and Ruth. 

 

 



STILLWATER 
CANYON RIVER 
TRIP 
APRIL 28, 2017 
Organized by Kathy Jones // Trip 

Report & Photos by Kathy Jones 

 
Stillwater Canyon, Green River. 

Canyonlands Nat. Park. 52 miles in 5 

paddle days. Put-in at Mineral 

Bottom, and Take-out at Spanish 

Bottom with jet boat shuttle back to 

Moab. Shuttle with Tex's Riverways. 

  

The weather was a mix of sun and clouds, with temp. max in the upper 50s - mid-60s for the first 3 

days, and 70s the last 2 days. We had one on and off windy day, but it wasn't bad and had no rain the 

entire trip. The water level on put-in day was 13,800 CFS which is way above normal for the date, but 

not peak runoff. Paddling and making miles was easy. According to our GPS, we were floating at about 

3-4 mph, and with moderate paddling effort, we were cruising at an average 5 mph. We used GPS and 

the River Ways guide by Tom Martin to locate camps and places to see. The heavy Tamarisk along the 

shore made finding a place to land a little bit of a challenge, but not bad. Because of the higher water, 

we were able to navigate up into a few side canyons to hike and camp. 

 

Camp #1 - Fort Bottom - explored the outlaw cabin and stone tower. 

Camp # 2 - Upper Cabin Bottom - hiked to Newspaper Rock. 

Camp #3 - informal camp up Horse Canyon. 

Day #4 - We stopped to explore a granary in Jasper Canyon, then paddled on in hopes of camping at 

Water Canyon to hike the narrows. Unfortunately, the camp was already occupied. The nice folks 

offered to share the camp with us but we decided to press on to Spanish Bottom. 

Camp #4 with layover - Spanish 

Bottom. A full day to hike in The 

Doll House. 

  

We had a great trip. The weather 

was cooperative and we enjoyed 

some fun exploring in beautiful 

canyons. We had a campfire night, 

and I "entertained" Katrina and 

John with my beginner ukulele 

skills. 

 
Left: Perfect day on the Green River.  

Above: Hiking in a canyon.



BUTLER FORK TO MILL A BASIN 
MAY 28, 2017 
Organized by Karen Perkins // Trip Report by Karen Perkins // Photos by Akiko Kamimura  

 
Ten experienced and congenial hikers set out for 

Mill A via Butler Fork and Circle All 

Peak.  Interestingly enough, only two people in 

the group have ever hiked Mill A! After 

ascending Circle All to catch the view and get a 

clearer idea of where we were actually headed, 

we proceeded west on the trail going toward 

Baker Pass via Mill A Basin.  At the first good 

slide path, which was left almost bare by A Big 

One the winter before last, we descended into 

the basin and walked along the edge of the slide 

path as it continued on toward the top entrance 

of Mill A.  We found that late May was an 

excellent choice for this route because of the 

partly faint trail since the slide path remained 

clearly visible for quite a while as it curled right 

down into the drainage toward the canyon 

road.    

 

Since the undergrowth was sparse this early in 

the season, we didnôt have to really bushwhack. 

If you wait until July or August to hike this trail, 

you will have to walk in thigh-high grass and the 

faint trail is more difficult to trace.  We lunched 

leisurely in the gully next to the stream not eager 

to leave too soon.  This is a relatively easy loop 

hike of about 4-5 miles, partly in a very narrow 

drainage with some interesting rock formations 

toward the top third of the gully.  For the 

organizer, she appreciated the company of the 

group for this springtime exploration. 
 
Above: Hiking down off-trail toward Mill A Basin. 

From left, Karen, Tony, Guilia, Heidi and Roger. 

Right: Lunch time. From left, Tony, Guilia, Deb, Bob 

and Roger.



NATIONAL TRAILS DAY 

JUNE 3, 2017 
Photos by Alex Arakelian & Dave Andrenyak // Trip Report by Dave Andrenyak
 

 
The 2017 Salt Lake area National Trails Day event took place on Saturday, June 3. The volunteers, 

event coordinators, and crew leaders initially gathered at the 6200 South Park and Ride 

lot.  Following a generous breakfast and safety talk, the volunteers and crew leaders got shuttled to 

the Mount Olympus Trailhead.  The work crews hiked to the worksites at the new section of the 

Bonneville Shoreline Trail (Mount Olympus trail to Heughs Canyon). The work involved widening 

the trail, defining the trail cut bank, and building rock walls to support the trail.  In addition to the 

trail work, some volunteers removed invasive weeds and trash at the Mount Olympus Trailhead and 

the 6200 South Park and Ride. Following the hard work, the volunteers and crew leaders traveled 

back to the staging area for lunch. The Wasatch Mountain Club (WMC) was a primary lunch 

sponsor.  The lunch was a bit delayed but got there eventually.  

 

There were about 100 volunteers and about 30 crew chiefs and event coordinators.  This large event 

involved coordination and support from many agencies and units.  The Cottonwood Canyons 

Foundation, U. S. Forest Service, and Bonneville Shoreline Trail Committee were the primary 
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coordinators. Other groups involved were Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation, Salt Lake City 

Public Utilities, REI, and the WMC.   

 

WMC participants were Brett Smith, Alex Arakelian, Evette Raen, Terry Baker, Sue Jensen, Bruce 

Christenson, Knick Knickerbocker,  Randy Long, Nancy Martin, John Knoblock, Tillman 

Seebohm, and Dave Andrenyak (sandwich gofer).  Thank you participants and event coordinators. 

It was great to be part of a very productive and meaningful event. 

 

 

 
 
Above: Working on the new section of the Bonneville Shoreline trail.  

Previous Page: Nancy, Terry, Sue, Evette, Alex, and Alexôs friend Paul were on the team that built the 

supporting rock wall. 

 
 
 
 



HAYSTACK MT IN UINTAS HIKE & SNOWSHOE 
JUNE 4, 2017 
Organized by Jim Kucera & Akiko Kamimura // Photos by Akiko Kamimura 

 
Fortunately, Mirror Lake Highway was open to Bald Mt 

Pass so we could drive up on the highway. Since the 

road to the Crystal Lake trailhead from the highway was 

not open yet, we started hiking from the highway. The 

road and trails were covered by deep snow. We used 

microspikes going uphill and snowshoes going downhill. 

Except where we parked, we did not see anyone else on 

the way to the peak. We enjoyed the quiet nature and the 

beautiful views of lots of mountains and lakes. We had 

lunch at the peak and there was a brief rain shower. 

While on the peak, we saw someone approaching the 

summit. It was Lubos. He knew we might be there and 

hiked with us to the parking from the peak. On the way 

back, we took a different way. We crossed creek over a 

ñsnow bridgeò several times and walked on the frozen 

lake. It was a great day to avoid the heat in the valley 

(95F). The hike took approximately 6 hours (Distance: 

7.34 miles, elevation gain: 1,533 ft). Photo: Going down 

from the peak, Jim, Michele, Tom and Lubos. 
 

 

 
DESOLATION LAKE HIKE 
MAY 14, 2017 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip Report & Photos 

by Akiko Kamimura 
 

We hiked from Mill D North to Desolation Lake. We carried 

microspikes and snowshoes in case there would be too much 

snow. Lucky that we did because the trail was covered by 

snow after about 0.7 miles from the trailhead. We used 

microspikes but did not need to put on snowshoes because 

the snow was well packed. The lake was still frozen and 

snow covered but the ice had started melting on the edge of 

the lake. We had lunch at the lake and went down off trail on 

soft snow to avoid the icy trail. It was a sunny and beautiful 

day. (Distance ï 8.2 miles; Elevation gain ï 2,585 ft; Time ï 

5 hours). Participants: Dave Andrenyak, Ed Hemphill, Tom 

Mitko, Muhammed Raja, Leslie Woods. Photo: Working on 

the shore ï from left, Ed, Leslie and Dave. 
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CASTO CANYON 
CAR CAMP 
MAY 13-14, 2017 
Organized by Donn Seeley // 

Trip Report by Donn Seeley // 

Photos by Donn Seeley & 

Nancy Martin 
 

This car camp felt like an old-

time Wasatch Mountain Club 

adventure except for the fact that 

we didn't get to our destination in 

an ancient WMC owned bus!  We 

had 16 people spread across 3 

sites at the lovely Red Canyon 

campground west of 

Bryce.  There were campfires 

with s'mores, group cooking, 

group partying, and (best of all) 

hot showers.  How can you beat 

that?  

 

The Casto Canyon area is north of 

Red Canyon, and it has scenery 

much like Bryce with far fewer 

visitors.  On Friday afternoon, we 

hiked the Golden Wall / 

Buckhorn Loop Trail in Red 

Canyon, which has truly supreme 

scenery with hoodoos, fins, and 

arches everywhere.  We had a 

great time coming up with names 

for some of the most bizarre 

formations.  (I think Poodle Arch should be suggested to the USGS as an official name.) 

 

On Saturday, we did an adventurous loop hike up Casto Canyon and down Butler Wash.  Casto is a 

fairly wide canyon with thousands of red hoodoos in all shapes and sizes.  We split off from the main 

canyon to follow the ATV track up Barney Cove and then had lunch in the ponderosa forest on the 

plateau.  It was easier to get into Upper Butler Wash than I had expected. This much narrower canyon 

had red-orange walls that reminded me of crunchy Cheetos.  There were a couple of minor scrambles 

down pour-offs but that didn't prepare us for a 30-foot drop right at the top of the lower narrows.  After 

much debate, we delicately scrambled up a crumbly chute to the south and ascended to the plateau. We 

were then rewarded with a fine stroll over to the exit of the canyon and back to the shuttle cars. 
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After Saturday's 

struggles, no one 

was really up for 

another long 

shuttle hike on 

Sunday, so we cut it 

short and hiked 

Losee Canyon.  The 

arch trail near the 

mouth of Losee was 

a hit and the walk 

up the canyon was 

very pleasant with 

more elaborate 

hoodoos and 

arches.  The naming 

contest was great 

fun again with 

rabbits, hippos, and 

minarets. 
  

Many thanks to 

everyone who came: Nancy Martin, Stanley Chiang, Sue Jensen, Steve Duncan, Jerry Hatch, 

Evette Raen, Alex Arakelian, Jodene Arakelian, Michele Stancer, Roger Young, Keith Markley, 

Michelle Couderc, Greg Clark, Grant Smith, and Laurel Anderton.  

 
Photos: Opposite Page: Nacho Cheese in Butler Wash. Above: Beautiful desert hoodoos. Below: Army on the 

march in Losee Canyon Casto Canyon. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

ROCK CLIMB ς 101 CLINIC ς LEARN TO CLIMB 

JUNE 3RD & 4TH 2017 
Organized by Kathleen Waller // Trip Report & Photos by Kathleen Waller 

 

The 101 Learn to Climb Clinic is a 

beginner workshop on the 

fundamentals of rock climbing 

plus equipment use and 

selection.  This workshop is for 

participants who have always 

wanted to experience climbing, are 

rusty and just want a refresher, or 

want to improve their fundamental 

skills. This workshop is also a 

great opportunity to meet and learn 

with other interested beginner 

climbers.  We covered gear (shoes, 

harness, helmet, belay device) and 

techniques including proper belay, 

top roping, and climbing with a 

focus on communication and 

safety.  Thanks to the donations of 

the participants, we raised $155.00 toward purchasing new and replacement climbing ropes and gear 

for the Wasatch Mountain Club. 

  

This yearôs 101 Learn to Climb Clinic took place at Geezer Wall in Big Cottonwood Canyon which has 

easy-moderate routes.  Top ropes were set up on four sport bolted routes;  Whipper Snapper (5.5), 

Sweet Louise (5.5), Lower Dentures (5.6), and Golden Years (5.5).  The main slab of Geezer Wall is 

located halfway between the start of Steortôs Ridge and Glass Ocean.  The top of Geezer Wall provides 

beautiful views of Storm Mountain Picnic Area and climbers on Steortôs Ridge (a classic multi-pitch 

traditional route).  Getting there requires a 15-20 minute approach and some scrambling over class 3 

talus and boulders.  During the workshop, Geezer Wall remained in the shade until about noon.  The 

wind carries up the canyon and up the gulley where Geezer Wall is located keeping us relatively cool 

and the afternoon sun began to shine on our backs. 

Hopefully, participants will now be able to attend weekly club climbs where they can continue to 

practice skills related to top rope climbing and top rope belaying.  Weekly evening club climbs are also 

a great opportunity to meet many of climbers.  And many other clinics follow in the series for climbers 

to advance their skills. 

  

 

Clinic 143: Learn how to set up a 2-bolt tope rope anchor, clean a fixed anchor, and rappel. 

Clinic 201:  Learn how to lead on a bolted sport route and how to belay a lead climber. 

Clinic 458 (Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4):  Learn high-angle self rescue. 
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Thank you all the volunteers.  Volunteers hiked up to the crag early in the day to set up top ropes.  The 

volunteers guided the participants through proper climbing and belay techniques.  The volunteers 

cleaned all the routes. 

 

 

Volunteers:  

Steve Duncan, Paul Gettings, 

Greg Baldacci, Mark 

Karpinski, Jane Bowman, 

Travis Gibson, Kit Spicer 

 

Participants: 

Ying Lee, Tiffany Rees, Bob 

Wynalek, Heidi Demartis, 

Wilmer Sandoval, Marcia 

Hansen, Frank Ryburn, 

Roxana Orellana, Alan 

Alcox, Natasha, Debra 

Alcox, Julia Alcox, Eric 

Alcox, Naval Apolin, 

Andrew Henkels 
  

 

 

 
Photos: Above: Wilmer Sandoval on Sweet Louise (5.5) Above Right: Naval Apolin on Sweet Louise (5.5) 

Opposite Page: Saturday, June 3rd ï 101 Clinic Participants 


