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WMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Check www.wasatchmountainclub.org for the latest announcements 

  

RAMBLER ARTICLES 
The Rambler editor needs submittals of trip writeups and other WMC-specific content. The Rambler is 

what the members make it. Send feedback to rambler@wasatachmountainclub.org or contact any board 

member.  
 

WMC FOUNDATION 
Join the Wasatch Mountain Club as we support the Wasatch Mountain Club Foundation and Lodge and 

the June 2017 Dutch Oven Cook Off! Learn more about the WMCF and the Lodge by visiting their 

website http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Volunteer with the Wasatch Mountain 
Club Lodge! 

 
This is an opportunity to leave your mark on 

the historic Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge, 

literally.  We need volunteers to help us stain 

the newly installed wainscoting!  You may 

have been reading about the all the exciting 

renovations the Foundation has been doing 

on the upstairs dormitory.  If you haven't 

been to the lodge recently, you won't even 

recognize it!  The room is now a bright and 

airy space with new sheet rock painted 

white.  The wainscoting gives the space a 

finished look and preserves the old-

fashioned ambiance of the lodge.  All that 

remains to be done is some staining.  Work 

party dates have not yet been scheduled, but 

we'd like to finish the renovation before our 

Dutch Oven Cook Off event on June 24th.  If 

you'd like to help, please contact Robert 

Myers at (801) 651-9965 or at 

robertmyers47@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

Trail Work Volunteers Needed! 
 
 

Come volunteer and lend a hand at one of 

our upcoming trail work days! 

 

 

¶ May 20, 2017 Bonneville Shoreline 

Trail Work Day 

Click to Register:  

bonnevilleshorelinetrail.org 

 

¶ May 20, 2017 Protect Wilderness in 

the San Rafael Swell  

Click to Email and Register:  

will@commercialchemistries.com 

 

¶ June 3, 2017 National Trails Day 

Click to Email and Register:  

plic@xmission.com 

mailto:rambler@wasatachmountainclub.org
http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/
mailto:robertmyers47@gmail.com
http://bonnevilleshorelinetrail.org/
mailto:will@commercialchemistries.com
mailto:plic@xmission.com
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50 YEARS AGO IN THE RAMBLER 
Transcribed by Donn Seeley, WMC trustee 

 
CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR JUNE 1967  [...] 
 

Jun 
24 

Sat. 

TWIN PEAKS ˈ El. 11,330, rating 10.5.  Another favorite.  Leader Bob Wright suggests that 
those planning to go should call him to see if an axe will be needed for the climb to the 
summit.  Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon.  Bring water and lunch.  Register by 
5:00 p.m. Friday, June 23.  Check with Bob, or Mike King, for meeting time. [...] 

 

LODGE INFO by Bob Bucher 
In the past the lodge has been open for members on the weekends so that they might wander in at 
their convenience.  However, very few have taken advantage of this opportunity.  Therefore, if you 
wish to use the lodge make reservations with the lodge director or at club headquarters.  A few 
weekends will have official club functions as noted in the Rambler.  At any other time we encourage 
club members or non-members to plan their own functions and use the lodge on a first come, first 
serve basis.  Rates are a very reasonable 75¢/day for members and $1.25/day for non-members.  [...] 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



RED PINE LAKE SNOWSHOE   
APRIL 30, 2017  
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip 

Report & Photos by Akiko Kamimura 

 
On the last day in April, there was a lot of 

snow after continuous snowing for a week 

at high elevations. The weather was perfect 

to enjoy the late spring fresh snow ï sunny 

and not too warm/cold. It was somewhat 

difficult to find the summer trail. We did 

not see any other snowshoers. The majority 

of other people whom we saw were skiers. 

We mostly followed ski tracks which 

seemed further east of the summer trail. We 

had lunch at the lake and went down on the 

same way. We enjoyed views of Twin 

Peaks, Dromedary Peak, etc. on the way 

back. 

 

Ed Hemphill enjoying the fresh snow.  
 
 
 

ALTA SNOWSHOE 
MAY 7, 2017 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip 

report & Photos by Akiko Kamimura  
 

 
Group photo at Germania Pass. From left, Jim 

Kucera, Tom Mitko, Ed Hemphill, Deb Baldwin, 

and Muhammed Raja.  

 

With deep snowpack, we enjoyed a 6-hour late 

season snowshoe in Alta. The snow was deep 

enough to put on snowshoes at the trailhead. 

We snowshoed on a steep slope to Germania 

Pass. From Germania Pass, Deb, Jim, 

Muhammed, and Akiko went to Sugarloaf Peak. 

At the peak, we enjoyed the views of the 

mountains in American Fork, Little 

Cottonwood Canyon, etc. We walked on frozen 

Cecret Lake which was covered by snow and 

saw small animals and lots of frozen/sleeping 

insects. On the way down, we took a different 

track which looped back to the trailhead. There 

were only few other people in Alta. It was a 

sunny, quiet, beautiful, and a peaceful day.



BIKING WITH THE 
BISON, 
YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK 
APRIL 15, 2017 
Organized by Julie & Ron 

Kilgore // Photos by Julie 

Kilgore 

 
Each year in mid-March, 

Yellowstone National Park closes 

the roads to over-the-snow traffic 

and spends the next 30 days or 

preparing for a mid-April park 

opening.  During that time, the road entering the park from West Yellowstone, Montana, is closed to all 

motorized traffic with the exception of the occasional park ranger or park employee.  Itôs a perfect time 

to ride bicycles through the park and this yearôs ride proved once again how magical it is to experience 

the park like this.  The weather patterns in Yellowstone National Park in early spring will test the 

traditional cyclist.  Although the photographs might suggest a warm summer day, the ridersô attire will 

tell a different story.   

 

The sky was a glorious blue, but it was a chilly 30-something with a bit of biting wind when we headed 

out.  Jackets and face gear rarely came off!  We added 10 miles to the overall ride this time, making our 

way to Gibbon Falls. Still a reasonable 40 miles, even for someone like me who has not been on that 

silly bike since LAST year's biking/bison trip!  

 

Because this is the Wasatch Mountain Club and a 40-mile ride just isnôt enough, several of us set out 

on Sunday morning for what was intended to be a snowshoe. Since it had been so cold the night before, 

the morning snow conditions were good and solid so snowshoes were not required. We enjoyed a nice 

5-mile loop hike to work out a few bike-ride kinks. 

 

Another successful Biking with the Bison cabin/adventure weekend! Great friends, great food, great 

weather. Canôt wait for next April!         

               

 
Photo: Group Photo at Gibbon Falls 

Participants: Bret Mathews, Irene Yuen, Shane Bode, Jaqueline Bode, Diane Rosenberg, Jan Heineman, Laila 

Bremmer, Katie Kunz, Rachel Woolston and her dad Dayle, Katie Rios, Jared Johnson, Terry Baker, Steve 

Duncan, and Stephen Dennis 

 
 



VALLEY OF ZION, STANSBURY 
MOUNTAINS  
APRIL 23, 2017 
Organized by Sharon Vinick // Trip Report 

by Kathleen Waller // Photos by Steven 

Duncan 

 

 
Members belaying on Blobôs Your Aunt wall.                
 

Members of the Wasatch Mountain Club 

enjoyed a beautiful day of rock climbing in the 

Stansbury Mountain range about 45 minutes 

west of Salt Lake City. The Valley of Zion is 

quality sport climbing on limestone with great 

holds and a lot of friction. We climbed Blob's 

Your Aunt with 10 bolted routes ranging from 

5.8 to 5.10 and a lot of 5.FUN. The temperature 

was perfect. The wind was just enough to keep 

the mosquitoes from relentlessly attacking us. 

And the sounds of nature (I-80 and the nearby 

shooting range) were music to our ears. The 

Valley of Zion is a great place to climb if you 

are looking for a place with a lot of moderate  

bolted routes and no crowds. Thank you Sharon 

for organizing this activity. 

 

CLIMBING AT RESERVOIR RIDGE 
APRIL 13, 2017 
Organized by Mark Karpinski // Trip Report 

& Photos by Nuri Betof 

 
Mark Karpinski organized an afternoon at the 

Reservoir Ridge wall in Big Cottonwood 

Canyon. Attendees were Mark Karpinski, Jim, 

Paul, Kent Spicer, Jen Seabury and Nuri Betof. 

High winds kept the crowds down and we had 

the wall to ourselves. We tried about 5 routes 

including one trad climb. Paul kept us 

entertained as the temperatures dropped! 

Thanks to Mark for organizing this! 

 

 
Kent Spicer on left and Jen Seabury on right. 

 



THE PFEIFFERHORN 
APRIL 15, 2017 
Organized by Tom Hamann // Trip Report by Christie Konkol  

 

            
Photos from L to R. Crossing the final ridge with Pfeifferhorn looming above, Photo by Christie Konkol. Group 

photo on the summit, Photo by Tom Hamann. Waiting to descend from the summit, Photo by Christie Konkol. 

 

 

Little did I know as we started up the trail bright and early at 7am how much history this mountain 

actually has with the Wasatch Mountain Club. Once known as the Little Matterhorn, the mountain was 

officially renamed in 2013 to the Pfeifferhorn after the Wasatch Mountain Clubôs mid-1930ôs president 

Chuck Pfeiffer.  The Pfeifferhorn sits at 11,326 ft and has an elevation gain of about 3,700 ft. 

 

The hike up to Lower Red Pine Lake was quick and uneventful. The snow was hard from the cold 

temperatures the night before so we did not need to use our snowshoes. Most members wore 

microspikes until we crossed the frozen lake. Before ascending to the North Ridge, we stashed our 

snowshoes to collect on the way back down and exchanged our microspikes for crampons, helmets, and 

ice axes. Our fearless leader Tom took off and began kicking in steps all the way up the steep face of 

the North Ridge. We took a break on the ridge with a view of the Pfeifferhorn looming above us. We 

continued on the trek across the knifeôs edge ridge and then made the last low angle slope to ascend to 

the summit.  

 

After lunch on the summit, we down-climbed the low angle slope using the steps that were kicked in on 

the approach. This was tedious work with devastating consequences if you fell and failed to self arrest. 

Thankfully everyone made it down safely. Once we got back to the North Ridge above Red Pine Lake, 

we were able to glissade all the way back to our stashed snowshoe pile by controlling our speed with 

our ice axes. It was a great feeling to descend such a great distance in mere minutes while the approach 
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up the slope took significantly longer. Since it was quite a bit warmer, the group put on our snowshoes 

and started the descent back to the trailhead. With twelve members total, the trip was 9.8 miles and 

took 9.5 hours to complete. 
  

 
Above: Tom Hamann overlooking the group and scouting the route ahead. Photo by Christie Konkol. 

Below: After descending the summit. Pfeifferhorn in the background. Photo by Brian Bass.  
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FERGUSON CANYON EVENING HIKE 
APRIL 3, 2017 
Organized by Alex 

Arakelian // Trip 

Report by Evette Raen 
 

On this April evening, 

our night hike crew of 

nine ventured out on the 

Ferguson Canyon Trail. 

Our route wound by the 

water tower down a 

traditional dirt trail. 

Next, we trekked into the 

canyon of granite walls 

decorated with the usual 

rock climbers. The 

streams were active with 

recent snow melt and 

there was plenty of 

maneuvering over rocks 

as well as stream 

crossings. Yellow glacier 

lilies were scattered in 

several areas along the 

trail. We hiked to the 

ridge overlook 

approximately 1.5 miles 

up the trail with a 

vertical gain of 1600 

feet. An expansive view 

of the Salt Lake valley 

was a great reward after 

the steep climb. This 

night, like many spring 

night hikes, individuals 

that found us through 

Meetup came along on 

our adventure. If you missed hiking Ferguson with us this night, you have many more opportunities to 

come out on the trail. Alex Arakelian organizes monthly Ferguson Canyon Evening Hikes during the 

regular hiking season. Join us for the next one on Thursday, June 22nd.  

 

Rob Woerner, Evette Raen, Michele Stancer, Frank Bouchard , Deb Baldwin, Alex Arakelian, Jeff Friend, Kieth 

Markley, Stephen Dennis 



DAYS FORK SNOWSHOE 
APRIL 16, 2017 

HINTERLANDS CLIMBING 
APRIL 16, 2017 

Trip Report by David Andrenyak 

 
Trip Report by Nuri Betof

The 2016-2017 winter season was snowy in the 

central Wasatch. The deep snowpack permitted 

a wonderful relatively late season snowshoe trip 

in Days Fork on Sunday April 16, 2017.  Except 

for some short mud spots near the trailhead, the 

snow coverage was good with a sturdy 

supportable surface. We traveled on the summer 

trail a little over 2 miles and then trekked off 

trail up some moderate slopes to about 9100 

feet.  We saw some great vistas looking south at 

the Cottonwood ridgeline (upper Days Fork) 

and west (Reed ïBenson ridge).  The view 

looking north across Big Cottonwood Canyon 

was also impressive and featured Reynolds and 

Little Water Peaks.  The conifer trees were also 

beautiful.  We also noted some interesting 

animal tracks. Participants were Akiko 

Kamimura, Tom Mitko, Bob Stuercke, Deb 

Baldwin, Tony Hellman, Giulia Roselli, 

Muhammed Raja (co-organizer), and Dave 

Andrenyak (co-organizer).  Thank you 

participants and thank you nature for a fantastic 

day. 

 

 

 
 

 

Kathleen organized an Easter climb at the 

Hinterlands in Provo. Surprising us on the 

climbs were sneaky Easter eggs! Attendees 

included Jim, Tyler, Sharon, Marsha, Carmen, 

Tawny, Nate, Scott, and Nuri and a few other 

members. Intense sun felt like full-on summer 

heat. A fabulous Easter day! 

 
 



MOUNT OLYMPUS TO HUGHES CANYON 
APRIL 29, 2017 
Organized by Bruce Christenson // Trip Report by Julie Kilgore 

 
Bruce Christenson organized a 

nice leisurely hike across the 

new (but not yet ready for prime 

time) section of The Bonneville 

Shoreline Trail that connects the 

Mount Olympus trail to Hughes 

Canyon. This is going to be a 

great addition to our trail system 

when it opens up.  We met a 

small crew of Cottonwood 

Canyons Foundation trail 

workers while we were there.  

A big shout-out of thanks to the 

CCF crew and all volunteers 

who have worked, and continue 

to work this trail. This section of 

trail represents some interesting 

challenges with respect to our unique urban/wilderness interface. There are very specific federal 

restrictions in designated wilderness areas, but dropping the trail lower was not an option. Change the 

rules or adjust the boundary? Either option requires federal action. 

 

                   
Above: Bruce Christensen and Bruce Moore. Left: Hughes Canyon Waterfall. Right: Leslie Wood leads the 

group as the new trail leaves the Mt. Olympus trail. 
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BONNEVILLE SHORELINE TRAIL WORK DAY 
MAY 6, 2017 
Trip Report by Alex Arakelian 

 
Soon after I joined up, I 

found out that the Wasatch 

Mountain Club organizes 

and participates in trail 

maintenance and I wanted 

to get involved. Since then, 

I've become a trail 

maintenance co-coordinator 

and I've worked at several 

of these projects. For me, 

nothing else is more 

rewarding. The Wasatch 

Mountain Club has 

increased our presence at 

trail work volunteer events 

over the past few years. One 

of the main reasons for this 

is Dave Andrenyk's tireless 

efforts coordinating groups, 

emailing participants and 

organizing these events. He is a valuable resource to the club. Additionally, Brett Smith's collaboration 

with the Bonneville Shoreline Trail Committee is instrumental to our participation in these service 

events. This event was organized by Brett Smith and John Knoblock (affiliated with WMC, BST and 

Trails Utah). The focus of many trail work days has been extending the Bonneville Shoreline Trail 

south from the Mount Olympus Trail to the Hughes Canyon Trail. Work on this trail section began a 

year ago and the progress has been unbelievable thanks to the many volunteer crews. This success is 

due to the coordination between the National Forest Service, Cottonwood Canyons Foundation, 

Bonneville Shoreline Trail Committee, Trails Utah, and Wasatch Mountain Club. Work this Saturday 

consisted of widening the scratch trail that was established last summer and fall. Additionally, another 

important task was improvement of the cut bank (uphill side of the trail). The digging is hard work and 

the heat can get to you fast but if you pace yourself and keep at it you can make a surprising amount of 

progress in decent time. Thanks to the 22 volunteers that helped us on Saturday. We made amazing 

progress! Special thanks to our WMC member volunteers that participated including Dave Adrenayk, 

Brett Smith, Nancy Martin, Evette Raen, Bruce Christenson, and John Knoblock. 

There are many more opportunities for you to come out and volunteer on trail work days. Come join us 

for some fun and rewarding work. The next Bonneville Shoreline Trail Work event is May 20th. The 

annual National Trails Day is June 3rd. Both trail work days will continue the project on the Olympus 

to Hughes section of the Bonneville Shoreline Trail. To join us for one or both of these volunteer 

events please contact Dave, Brett or me. 

 
Photo: Brett Smith, Alex Arakelian, Dave Adrenayk, Nancy Martin, Evette Raen 
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MILL B NORTH TO DESOLATION PASS HIKE 
APRIL 22, 2017 
Organized by Steven Duncan // Trip Report by Steven Duncan // Photos by Akiko Kamimura 

 

Following days of rain, 12 members came out for my hike up 

Mill B North with pleasant temperatures and lots of 

sunshine. Trail conditions were very good to the overlook 

where we took a nice break. It was continuous snow after the 

overlook so some turned back at that point. A few others in 

the group without snowshoes tried to follow our track for a 

while but travel was difficult and they had to turn back 

shortly after. The four of us who brought snowshoes 

continued up trackless slopes in the brilliant sunshine to 

Desolation (Porter Fork) Pass where we stopped for lunch 

and to enjoy the great views and solitude. Akikoôs GPS track 

came in at a little over 8 miles and a bit plus of 3,000 vertical 

so we made good time at just over 3 hours up and less than 2 

back down.  

Above: Greg, Jeff, Akiko and Steve. Photo by 

Steve Duncan. 
Right: Going down off-trail. From left, Steve, 

Jeff, and Greg.  

Below: Steve, Greg, and Jeff at the pass.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


