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WMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Check www.wasatchmountainclub.org for the latest announcements 

  
Rambler Articles 

The Rambler editor needs more submittals of trip writups and other WMC-specific content.  The 

Rambler is what the members make it. Send feedback on the Rambler 

to Rambler@wasatchmountainclub.org or contact any board member. 

  

WMC Foundation 

The Wasatch Mountain Club Foundation and Lodge 

Learn more about the WMCF and its Lodge by visiting their website. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:Rambler@wasatchmountainclub.org
http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/
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The fight to save Bonanza Flats goes on! The deadline to raise the money to save Bonanza Flats 

has been extended to June 15th. Although the Wasatch Mountain Club has met our match, 

WMC members continue to donate! Other conservation organization are still matching the 

donations as well. Go to the Utah Open Lands link if you would like to contribute, or add to an 

earlier donation. 

 

https://utahopenlands.org/save-bonanza-flats/ 

  

Thanks for your continued support! 

  

Eric Sadler 

Conservation Director 

 
BIKING DIRECTORSΩ MESSAGE   

 

Welcome to the 2017 biking season!  Here's a review of the topics that come up most frequently 

in our bike planning sessions. If we all follow these guidelines, we can have a happy and safe 

riding season for all.  

 

What are the responsibilities of riders? 
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO.  Read the trip descriptions before you show up.  Consider pacing, 

elevation gain, mileage, and route to be sure this is the type of ride you'll be comfortable 

with.   Be familiar with the WMC Biking Policies (Activities Menu >Mountain & Road Bike). 

While you're there, check out some of the ñAdditional Biking Linksò with cycling safety rules. 

Try signing up for the wmc-bike email list to receive the most recent updates on activities, 

including weather cancellations (Member menu > Email List Subscribe or Unsubscribe). 

 

https://utahopenlands.org/save-bonanza-flats/
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BE PREPARED. Be prepared to fix a flat. Bring adequate water, food, clothing layers, 

sunscreen, and helmet. Show up a little early so you can get your gear ready by the posted start 

time.  

 

COMMUNICATE. At the meeting spot, get clear route directions and exchange phone 

numbers. During the ride, if you stop or turn back, call the organizer. If you are a gonzo rider 

and intend to sprint far ahead or go off-route, let the organizer know in advance.  

 

How can I organize a ride? 
FIND ROUTE INFORMATION. Explore routes posted under  ñActivities Menu >Mountain & 

Road Bike >Find a Road Bike to Organizeò.  You can search by name, location, or difficulty 

rating. Or post one of your own favorite rides.  You can use ñRide With GPSò to obtain length 

and elevation gain statistics. 

 

POST YOUR RIDE at ñActivities Menu >Mountain & Road Bike >Volunteer to Organize a 

Bike Rideò.  Please include in-depth details to help riders decide if this is the right ride for 

them. Once you fill out the form and submit it, a biking director will approve the listing before 

it goes live on the WMC activity calendar. After it's approved, it's helpful to notify others by 

sending out an email on the wmc-bike list. If you have to make any changes, please edit your 

calendar listing AND send out an email to the bike list. Rides can also be cross-listed with 

Meetup. For more information, contact the WMC PR Director 

at  <info@wasatchmountainclub.org>. 

 

ALL PARTICIPANTS NEED TO SIGN A WAIVER FORM, for insurance purposes. Print one 

at ñGeneral Menu >Forms >Activity Release/Sign Upò.  If you don't have access to a printer, 

contact a biking director. Maybe keep a few blank forms in your car, in case you (or another 

organizer) forget to bring one. After the ride, check off that everyone has returned 

safely.  Completed forms can then be uploaded at ñMember Menu >Upload a Signed Activity 

Release Formò, or you can give the form to one of the biking directors. NOTE:  The Forms 

menu also includes an ñAccident/Incidentò form in case you need it. 

 

RIDE AND HAVE FUN!  Thank you so much for taking the time to organize a ride.  If you 

organize two or more, you'll be awarded a free dinner at the annual Organizers' Banquet! 

 

Thank You! 

Carrie, Chris, Cindy, & Greg 

 
 

               



SNOW REMOVAL WORK PARTIES 
 

Though Spring is here, Winter isnôt going quietly.  The storms keep on rolling in and dropping 

yet more snow in the mountains and, of course, on the Lodge.  If you are willing and able, 

please come help us remove snow from the roof of the Lodge to protect the building and 

maintain access.   

 

Please consider joining one of the 

Foundationôs upcoming snow 

removal parties.  Anyone who 

attends will be treated to a hot 

lunch.  For work party dates and 

times please contact Todd Nerney 

by email at 

lodgecaretaker@gmail.com, or by 

phone at (801) 554-1711 (text 

messages preferred).   

 

 

 

This June, we will break ground on the Sixty-Thousand-Dollar Interpretive Sign.  We call it that 

not because of how much the sign costs, but because that is how much money it will save the 

Foundation over 15 years!  The Foundation receives a rent waiver from the U.S. Forest Service 

for the land upon which the lodge sits, and in return the Foundation has agreed to build this sign 

to share the lodgeôs storied history with passersby.  This June, we will be looking for volunteers 

to help with its construction.  If you would like to help, please contact Robert Myers at (801) 

651-9965 or at robertmyers47@gmail.com.  If you think about it, your help with this project is 

one of the most valuable gifts you could give the Foundation. 

 
INTERPRETIVE SIGN 
 

This June, we will break ground on the Sixty-Thousand-Dollar Interpretive Sign.  We call it that 

not because of how much the sign costs, but because that is how much money it will save the 

Foundation over 15 years!  The Foundation receives a rent waiver from the U.S. Forest Service 

for the land upon which the lodge sits, and in return the Foundation has agreed to build this sign 

to share the lodgeôs storied history with passersby.  This June, we will be looking for volunteers 

to help with its construction.  If you would like to help, please contact Robert Myers at (801) 

651-9965 or at robertmyers47@gmail.com.  If you think about it, your help with this project is 

one of the most valuable gifts you could give the Foundation. 
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50 YEARS AGO IN THE RAMBLER 
transcribed by Donn Seeley, WMC trustee 

 
CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR MAY 1967  [...] 
 

May 
14 

Sun. 

MULE HOLLOW ˈ From Storm Mountain Reservoir.  El. 8,400.  Rating 4.5.  So many years 
have passed since the Club has taken this hike that an ñold timerò  knowing the route is 
greatly needed to lead the way.  Let's see how many lifetime members we can get out to this 
Sunday hike.  Register by 5:00 p.m. Sat. May 13.  Meet at the reservoir at 9:00 a.m.  [...] 

May 
27ï30 

Sat.-
Tues. 

YAMPAïGREEN FLOAT TRIP ˈ From Deer Lodge Park, Colo., to Split Mtn., 
Dinosaur.  Beginning to intermediate trip.  A traditional Memorial Day weekend float.  This 
year we have 4 days, which should allow time for exploring some of the interesting side 
canyons in this area.  Work party will meet at the Ice Plant (430 W. 2nd N.) at 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 21st.  Register by paying the fee ($29.00) at Club Headquarters by 5:00 p.m., 
May 23rd.  Departure time is Friday, May 26, 7:00 p.m. sharp, from the Ice Plant.  For 
information contact the trip co-leaders, John MacDuff [...] and Del Wiens [...] 

May 
27-30 

Sat.-
Tues. 

JONES HOLEïDINOSAUR NATIONAL MONUMENT BACKPACKING ˈ A hike the Club 
has not taken in several years.  The trail begins at Island Park and passes through pinyon 
and juniper forests before dropping into Jones Hole Creek, surrounded by high, protecting 
cliffs ˈ a total of 7 miles.  Many opportunities are available for leisurely exploration of 
neighboring canyons the second day, and some will want to hike to the rim of Lodore 
Canyon for a view of the river and possibly some river-rats.  Memorial Day can be spent 
visiting the dinosaur quarry and exhibits near Vernal before starting home.  For more 
information call Carl Bauer [...].  Register before 5:00 p.m. Thurs., May 25. 

May 
27-28 

Sat.-
Sun. 

TETON TRIP ˈ We shall (hopefully) base camp at Jenny Lake.  This relaxed weekend will 
extend for four days for those who can ñconò the extra day.  Climbing and hiking will be done 
daily.  Everyone welcome.  (Hikers come along!)  Contact nasty Dave Allen [...] for 
information. 

 

 



TUSCARORA-WOLVERINE CIRQUE 
SNOWSHOE   
MARCH 26, 2017  
Organized by Jim Kucera // Trip Report by 

Akiko Kamimura 

 
After storm passed, we had a beautiful 

sunny day. Fifteen people participated in 

the Tuscarora-Wolverine Cirque Snowshoe. 

We started from Alta and made a 

counterclockwise loop: Catherineôs Pass 

(2.37 miles from the trailhead), Mt 

Tuscarora (0.26 miles from Catherineôs 

Pass), Mt Wolverine (0.27 miles from Mt 

Tuscarora), and Patsy Marley Peak (0.52 

miles from Mt Wolverine). From Patsy 

Marley Peak, half of us took the ridgeline 

to enjoy more wonderful views. We saw 

interesting shapes of cornices, cheered 

adventurous skiers and snowboarders, and 

listened to the bird singing. The snowshoe 

took approximately 4.5 hours (distance ï 

5.03 miles, elevation gain ï 2,386 ft). 

 

 
On the way from Catherineôs Pass to Mt 

Tuscarora ï from left, Sue, Taylor and Nancy. 

MONTREAL HILL SNOWSHOE 
MARCH 11, 2017 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip 

report by Akiko Kamimura  
 

 
We enjoyed beautiful views. From left, Michi, Greg, 

Bob and Deb.  

 
Eight people snowshoed to Montreal Hill from 

Mill D South. We started early to avoid traffic 

jam and risks of wet avalanches. We hiked with 

microspikes for the first 2.5 miles and then put 

on snowshoes. It was a beautiful day ï sunny 

and warm. With the concern about the risk level 

of wet avalanches, we decided not go to the 

ridge which would have required us to cross 

into avalanche terrain. We had lunch at 

Montreal Hill and went down off-trail to enjoy 

some safe adventures. By early afternoon, the 

snow became slushy. It was really spring snow. 

We talked a lot about summer hike plans on the 

way back. The snowshoe took approximately 6 

hours (distance ï 9.16 miles, elevation gain ï 

3,475 ft). 



ROCKY & KELSEY 
PEAKS 
APRIL 1, 2017 
Trip Report by Michael Hannan 

 
On April 1st (and we're not 

fooling) four members of the 

WMC ventured to the southern end 

of the Oquirrhs for an attempt to 

climb Rocky and Kelsey Peaks. 

Utilizing the Ophir Canyon route, 

we were successful with Rocky 

Peak but thwarted in our effort to 

summit Kelsey; a nasty rock 

outcropping which, in combination 

with sketchy snow and steep crags, 

persuaded us to turn around 1/4 

mile short of Kelsey. 

     
     The photo says it all: success in 4 hours. 

               

When we reached Corn Peak (unnamed 10,160' bump between Rocky and Lowe Peaks) we felt 

unfulfilled because we were only batting .500. Nancy had never been to Lowe Peak before so we  took 

a vote with Nancyôs vote carrying more weight than ours combined. To Lowe Peak we would go! 

Upon reaching the saddle between Corn and Lowe, reality settled in: we had a steep snowy ascent of 

over 900' up to the crest of Lowe Peak (10,589'). Off we went for the one-hour steady heart-palpitation 

inducing climb to the windy summit. 

 

The weather was unusual that day. The Wasatch front was receiving the backlash of a low pressure 

system which had slid east. In the strong northeast winds, we experienced weirdly beautiful spindrift 

and swirling vortices which morphed into thick clouds in seconds. We had clear skies on top of Rocky 

Peak, but in less than 10 minutes we were enveloped by clouds so thick we couldn't see 1/8 of a mile. 

Lucky for us, those clouds dissipated after 15 minutes. 

 

By the end of the day we were feeling, well, tired. We had made twenty stream crossings, most on 

small diameter logs which were disasters waiting to happen, topped out on two 10,000'+ peaks, gained 

6,000' of elevation, and hiked/climbed/snowshoed 11.4 miles. All of this in slightly less than 12 hours. 

It's Type II fun for sure. 
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KINGS PEAK SKI TOUR ς 44th EDITION  
MARCH 25, 2017 
Organized by Larry Swanson & Steve Swanson // Trip Report by Larry Swanson 

 
Despite the ever increasing effects of climate warming, the trip was a success.  Two weeks earlier it 

had been cruising on deep snow in the creek on our usual route, but on the big day we had to rely on 

the summer trail as the snow bridges looked unreliable or were missing altogether.  We were able to ski 

from the plowed car park, but there were some of the usual short, bare sections of the lower summer 

trail where skis had to be carried.  There was a fairly firm track put in by earlier folks that we followed, 

so good time was made to Elkhorn.  Above Elkhorn it was not terribly cold, but quite windy. Morning 

skies were clear, but a late afternoon snowstorm continued into the evening, slowing skiers somewhat 

on the return trip. The last skiers to return arrived at the cars at midnight. Four participants reached the 

summit (Bruce Coulter, Dmitry Pruss, Bard LeFevre, and Martin Holdrege). 

Fourteen people participated in this yearôs event. A nice mix of regulars and new faces. 

Next year, we may give in to the inevitable and schedule the 45th Kings Peak Tour a couple of weeks 

earlier in March to avoid warmer temperatures and seek better snow.   

 

  
 Martin Holdrege, photo by Bard LeFevre 
 

Adventurous Souls: 

Steve Swanson         Martin Holrege          Michael Ryvkin 

Larry Swanson      Scott Stebbins          Bard Lefevre 

Sharyl Smith         Trevor Thompson         Anna Fabian 

Mike Berry          Bruce Coulter          Michael Wxlan 

John Marks                         Dmitry Pruess 
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GRANDEUR PEAK VIA CHURCH FORK HIKE 
APRIL 9, 2017 
Organized by Phyllis Anderson // Trip Report by Akiko Kamimura  
 

Phyllis was nice not to cancel her hike on the snowy but 

beautiful day.  Four club members, Sue Jensen, Terry 

Baker, Bruce Moore, and Akiko Kamimura, and three 

meet-up folks, Andee Thatcher, Sean Marlow, and Brad 

Carlson joined Phyllis.  Right after the spring snow 

storm (and still snowing), there was a lot of snow at the 

trailhead.  Some of the group did not bring snowshoes 

since the hike was posted as a hike.  Micro-spikes did 

not work because the snow was sticking to the spikes. 

We were fine without any boot tractions/snowshoes on 

nearly a foot of fresh powder snow.  It was a beautiful 

day with lots of snow on trees and mountains.  At the 

overlook, it was very windy and chilly so Sue, Terry, 

Andee, and Akiko turned around.  Sean and Brad 

continued to the peak, which was covered by dark 

clouds. Bruce and Phyllis, bringing up the rear, 

continued to the second overlook beyond the 

saddle.  They stopped for a bite to eat, at which point 

Sean and Brad returned from the summit, so all four 

headed down. The hike took approximately 3.5 hours 

(distance ï 5 miles, elevation gain ï 2,225 ft). 
Phyllis and Bruce 

 

 
 

 Sean, Terry, Sue, and Brad at the overlook. 
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RED PINE LAKE SNOWSHOE 
APRIL 8, 2017 
Organized by Tom Hamann // Trip Report by Christie Konkol // Photos by Akiko Kamimura
 

On a very rainy Saturday morning in the 

valley, six members toughed out the 

weather and traveled up to the Red Pine 

Lake Trailhead. With snow constantly 

falling now that we were at higher 

elevation, the group began the hike up to 

the lake using the winter trail. We ran into 

a beautiful grouse on the way that was at 

full alert. About half a mile after the grouse 

sighting, the snow became too deep so we 

needed to put on our snowshoes. 

Continuing the trek upwards, we stopped at 

the second bridge on the trail to eat a snack 

and fuel up. Nancy attempted to make a 

snow angel with her pack and snowshoes 

on which surprisingly turned out well. We 

continued up the trail and the storm picked up with strong winds. To avoid the winds, Tom had 

everyone cut into the trees and continue up towards the lake. With visibility difficult in snowing 

conditions, we ended up overshooting the lake and hiked up the ridge just to the east. Akiko saved the 

day with her GPS and confirmed that we were just above the lake which appeared to be a snowy 

meadow. HIking down the ridge to the lake, we enjoyed lunch and then began to head back to the 

trailhead. On the way down, there was a break in the storm and we were treated to blue skies and 

sunshine. Total trip took a little over 5 hours with just under 7 miles.

 
Above: View above Red Pine Lake on the east ridge. 

Top Left: Group photo before the hike. Left to right - Julie, Nancy, Christie, Maddie, Tom. 
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NORTH WASH CANYONEERING 101 
MARCH 24-26, 2017 
Organized by Rick Thompson // Trip Report by Ryan Hacking
 

 

Group photo. Left to Right - Ryan, Jonathan, Zig, Ying, Brent, and Shawn. Photo by Brent Palmer. 

This adventure began 25 miles south of Hanksville, UT.  The gas station at Hanksville had t-shirts for 

sale that said, ñWhere in the hell is Hanksville?ò  We were in good old remote Utah color 

country.  Beautiful area.  We camped at a nice, flat sandy area called Sandthrax just off the main 

road.  About 15 of us made up camp and then went to bed after getting to know each other by the 

fire.  Our first trek was a hike up some smooth sandstone bumps and around some bends to the 

beginning of Right Leprechaun Canyon.   This was some fun climbing with a couple of 20 ft 

rappels.  The end of this canyon was amazing as the ceiling closed in to reveal just a crack of light but 

plenty of room to hike down below.   It then opened up to some spectacular sheer walls with widened 

bottoms, similar to the picture of Subway Canyon in Zion.  

The afternoon hike was up a very narrow canyon called Lucky Charms.  The trailhead was 

appropriately marked with a box of the cereal!  This canyon started out with some tight squeezes.   The 

whole group was there to climb this one so we were bunched in close together, contorting our bodies 

while trying not to step on our neighbor on the way up.  It was like a game of Twister 20 ft off the 

ground.  
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That night we enjoyed a wonderful dinner of pulled pork, mashed potatoes and corn put on by 

Rick.  He has a way of capturing the groupôs attention as he tells stories of canyoneering adventures 

around the fire.  A conversation ensued about an earlier situation on the hike regarding what to do 

when a leading group has waited an extra long time for an overdue group that may be in trouble.  Send 

someone back to ascend?  Loop around to the beginning?  Call Search and Rescue?  Not sure we came 

to a conclusion but an important topic for any adventure nonetheless.  

The next day we headed out for another climb called Blarney Canyon.  We took the right fork for the 

first half of the day.   Rick stopped some of us at the top to point out from up above the different forks 

of this canyon.  An amazing view!  The first rappel dropped nicely down a 30-40 foot chute.  Zig was a 

great help with the rappels and to answer any questions along the way.  This was a really fun climb that 

was both challenging and beautiful.  Unlike Lucky Charms, there was plenty of room to extend the 

arms and legs while descending through the canyon walls.  We had lunch down at the cars in the shade 

of some cliffs.  The last canyon was the left fork of Blarney. 

Canyoneering 101 at North Wash was an incredible adventure.  The group was great and everyone was 

helpful and friendly.  The canyons were skinny and some not-so-friendly, but fun.  The Navajo 

sandstone was truly amazing with its bands of varied shape and color.   When deep in these canyons, it 

seems easy to feel turned-around while climbing as the walls change shape and you lose direction.  ñIs 

it Mars or a southern Utah slot canyon?ò, you may ask.   A wonderful sport for those who find intrigue 

in working their body to push, pull, bend, and bridge their way through spaces.   

 

 
Lee, Jenny, Brent - nearest to furthest. Photo by Shawn Bagci. 
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MOUNT OLYMPUS TRAILHEAD CLEANUP 
APRIL 1, 2017 
Organized by David Andrenyak // Trip Report by David Andrenyak
 

The Mount Olympus 

trailhead is an important 

gateway for hikers, rock 

climbers, and dog walkers. 

The trailhead is also a 

popular place for people just 

to hang out. It is the 

intersection of nature and 

our civilized / urban 

existence.   The Wasatch 

Mountain Club (WMC) 

recognizes the importance of 

the Mount Olympus 

trailhead and has an 

agreement with Salt Lake 

County Parks and Recreation 

Department to help maintain 

it.  On Saturday April 1, 

2017, a group of WMC 

volunteers worked to clean 

up the Mount Olympus trailhead.  The effort involved collecting and removing trash, sorting out 

recyclable trash items, removing rocks and dirt that washed down onto the trailhead parking area, 

removing invasive plants, and replacing the trailhead trash container bag.   

 

The WMC participants were Cory 

Fisher, Bruce Christenson, Ruth 

Nakamura, Daisy DeMarco, Alex 

Arakelian, Evette Raen, Steve 

Duncan, Carol Masheter, Russell 

Patterson, and Dave Andrenyak 

(organizer).  

 

Thank you WMC participants for 

your efforts to uphold an 

outstanding natural place.  Thank 

you to all the WMC volunteers 

that help maintain the Mount 

Olympus trailhead. 
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Following the clean up, some of the group enjoyed hiking on the Mount Olympus trail and the 

adjoining Bonneville Shoreline trail.  The views of Tolcats and Heughs Canyons were outstanding.   

On the new (uncompleted) section of the Bonneville Shoreline trail. Heughs Canyon is very 

impressive. L to R: Evette, Steve, Cory, Daisy, and Dave. 

 
Opposite Page, Top Left: Participants at the April 1 Mount Olympus trailhead clean up activity.  L to R: 

Russell, Carol, Dave, and Bruce. 

 

Opposite Page, Bottom Right: More participants at April 1 Mount Olympus Trailhead clean up.  L to R: Cory, 

Steve, Daisy, Dave, Alex, Evette. 
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SAINT GEORGE HIKING TRIP 
MARCH 21-27, 2017 
Trip Report by Carol Cannon // Photos by Wayne Stump 

 

 
Group photo with Karen Perkins; Gretchen Seigler, Phyllis Anderson, Carol Cannon, Steve Carr, Vernon 

Sears, Bruce Christenson 
 
 

Enjoyed by Phyllis Anderson, Gretchen Siegler, Carolee Cannon, Bruce Christenson, Steve Wolf, 

Steve Carr, Steven Dennis, and Wayne Stump.  With guest appearances by Karen Perkins and Vernon 

Sears who drove over from Kanab on Friday and Saturday.  

 

It was perfect weather amid the beautiful reds, browns and greens of southern Utah in the spring. After 

a bit of trial and error, we worked out kitchen duties and end of week cleaning. The men treated the 

ladies to an evening when they both cooked and did dishes. All helped with the chores and cost of 

meals, all homemade! We enjoyed hiking The Wave, Color Bowl, Padre Canyon to Snow Canyon, 

Water Canyon (near Hilldale, UT) and Ft. Pierce/Warner Valley from the very comfortable "base 

camp" of Bruce Christenson's home in St. George. Thanks to everyone who came. 
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Yant Flat (color bowl) with Steve Wolf, Stephen Dennis, Phyllis Anderson, Gretchen Seigler 
 

 
Padre Arch in Padre Canyon 


