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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Dutch Oven Cook-Off and Fundraiser 

The Lodge will host the Dutch Oven Cook-off again this year. Compete and eat free. Lodge is open at 

noon for cookers and those willing to help with cooking, charcoal, tables, and chairs. The social hour 

begins at 3:00 p.m with beer, wine, and appetizers for a small donation. Dinner begins around 5:00 

p.m. Dinner is free for cookers, but others pay $20.00 at the door. You are also welcome to bring a dish 

to share. Check the June Rambler or click the link below for more details. 

Organizer: Robert Myers 

Phone: 801-651-9965 

Email: robertmyers47@gmail.com 

Date: Saturday, June 30, 2018 

Meeting Place: WMCF Lodge - 8465 S Mary Lake Lane, Brighton, UT 

Meeting Time: 12:00 p.m. for cookers and helpers 

  3:00 p.m. social hour 

  5:00 p.m. dinner 

Flier: Dutch-Oven Cook-Off  

 

Wasatch Winter Mountaineers 

ñThrough each season, the peaks of the Wasatch transform with the elements to take on a radically 

different fa­ade, ...ò ð  Wasatch Magazine 

  

A New Email List - Travel  

Adventure traveling is one thing all WMC members enjoy. Several members were interested enough 

that they coordinated a social. The large turnout surprised everyone. To facilitate communication 

amongst those interested a new WMC Activity Email List was created. Use the Member Menu > Email 

List Subscribe/Unsubscribe webpage to join it. 

 

WMC in the News 

In a Draper Lifestyle Magazine article last year, Linnea Lundgren finds the local favorite places to run 

and hike plus recommends hiking groups to join. 

 

Rambler Articles 

The Rambler editor needs more submittals of trip writeups and other WMC-specific content. The 

Rambler is what the members make it. Send feedback on the Rambler to 

rambler@wasatchmountainclub.org or contact any board member. 

  

WMC Foundation & Lodge ï Positions Open 

The WMC Foundation & Lodge is looking for a Treasurer, Fundraising Coordinator, and PR/Marketing 

Director. For more information please text Renae Olson (801-694-5250). To learn more about the WMCF 

and its Lodge by visiting their website. 

 

https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/lodge/2018-06-30-Dutch-Oven-Cook-Off.pdf
http://wasatchmag.com/wasatch-winter-mountaineers/
https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/admin/menu.php?page=emailSubscribe
https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/admin/menu.php?page=emailSubscribe
https://www.wasatchmountainclub.org/admin/upload/2017-07-Corner-Canyon.pdf
mailto:rambler@wasatchmountainclub.org
http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/


 

 

50 YEARS AGO IN THE RAMBLER: JULY 1968 
Transcribed by Donn Seeley, WMC Trustee 

 

CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR JULY 1968  [...] 

 

July 4 - 

7 

Thurs - 

Sun. 

TETON TRIP ˈ A long weekend culminating in a climb of the Grand.  Contact 

Harold Goodro ([...]) or Gary Larsen ([...]) for details.  [...] 

July 7 

Sun. 

MT. NEBO ˈ SOUTH PEAK ˈ Elev., 11,900 (approx).  The route to the north peak 

from the road has a 9.0 rating, so you can approximate the rating for the south 

peak.  In any event, the route in the early morning light is very pleasant.  Last year, 

drinking water was available in the higher elevations only, so bring water and a 

lunch.  The horizon can be seen for almost 360 degrees, except for the north peak, and 

itôs quite a view.  Meet at the NW corner of State and 33rd South (in the Prudential 

bldg parking lot) at 5:00 a.m.  Register by 5:30 p.m. Saturday, July 6.  Leader: Bruce 

Christenson ([...]).  [...] 

 

CLUB NEWS by Dale Green 

 

[...]  George Lowe has been elected to membership in the American Alpine Club.  [...] 

 

FROM OUR LODGE IN BRIGHTON by Pete Hovingh 

 

The Wasatch Mountain Club has a lodge in Brighton ˈ a cool, alpinistic lodge in summer and 

a cozy, cheery lodge in winter.  For this lodge the Mountain Club pays approximately $525 a 

year in insurance, taxes, and site fee.  Utilities provide another $225 [in] expense items, and for 

maintenance, $400.  The total expense for having this lodge thus amounts to about $1200 a 

year.  And the sad part of this story is that in the past few years the Mountain Club members 

have had no desire to use the lodge, with the exception of the lodge director (part of the job 

description). 

 

One might ask ˈ just what can one do at the lodge?  In the summer there are many hikes from 

the lodge (Mt. Majestic, Mt. Millicent, Mt. Wolverine, Sunset Peak, Katherine, Mary, and 

Martha lakes, Devilôs Castle, Baldy Peaks, American Fork Twins, Lone Peak, and numerous 

others) ˈ hikes both long and short, for the weak and strong, all within the alpine atmosphere 

of pine and fir, lupine, larkspur, paintbrush and fireweed.  In the winter there is excellent 

showshoeing and ski-touring, following the same summer trails ˈ but now under much snow.  

In short, the lodge is a home in the alpine setting for those who are only an hour distant within 

the hot, stuffy, polluted valley of greater Salt Lake.  [...] 
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There is an old rule that people who sleep at the lodge MUST sleep in the dormitory or outside, 

and not by the fire place.  It is a good rule because in the past it has been broken by only good 

members.  The purpose behind this rule is that with the coming of dawn also comes the conflict 

of those who partied late with those who get up early.  Those who partied late generally do not 

enjoy being disturbed by those who feel as the happy bird trying to prepare breakfast.  [...] 

 

There is no flowing water in the lodge in winter except that which comes through the roof.  The 

city turns off our water in the fall.  [...] 

 

So come to the lodge: summer, winter, fall or spring.  Call Club headquarters to obtain the 

schedule or the lodge director (if you are able).  There is always work and certainly there is 

always enjoyment in the alpine setting.  The rates are $0.50 per person for day use (if one uses 

the utilities) or $0.75 per person for 24-hour use.  Both fees can be eliminated if some 

maintenance or repair work is done.  (Cleaning up oneôs own mess is expected at these present 

bargain rates.)  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WMC is in need of a volunteer *Co-Treasurer. * Duties will be shared and coordinated 

with current Co-Treasurer Dave Rabiger.  This allows for transition training along with 

periodic relief from duties when monthly reports and meetings conflict with personal 

needs.  Duties include: 

 

¶ Attendance of WMC board meetings at 7:00 PM the first Wednesday of each 

month.  

¶ Financial Report preparation requires 2-3 hour of work the Monday or Tuesday prior 

to the Wednesday meeting.   

¶ Experience with QuickBooks software will be helpful, or consider it an opportunity 

to learn QuickBooks.  

 

Please contact Dave Rabiger at 801-971-5836 if you are interested. 
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Everyoneôs Invited! 

Dutch-Oven Cook-Off  
ñFundraising Event & Dinnerò 

Saturday, June 30, 2018  
Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge  

Brighton, Utah  
  Start of cooking demonstration:  3:00 PM   
  Happy hour:     3:00 PM                           
  Judging/Award Prizes & Dinner:  5:00 PM  

$20.00 per Person Donation;  
RSVP with Robert by sending email to robertmyers47@gmail.com 

Free to Dutch Oven Cookers who provide meals to serve  
(Lodge opens from 12:00AM for cooker setup) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bring your own Dutch oven dish.  Come early and learn about Dutch oven cooking and 
letôs have fun.  Dutch oven cookers - pick your category of main dish, side dish or 
dessert and compete for honors, call Robert Myers (801-651-9965 or 
robertmyers47@gmail.com) or Todd Nerney (801-554-1711, 
lodgecaretaker@gmail.com) for more information. 

 
This fundraiser will benefit the Wasatch Mountain Club Foundation, a charitable 501(C) (3) 
organization. Proceeds will be used for maintenance of the Wasatch Mountain Club Lodge.  
The Lodge is available to charitable, educational, & scientific organizations & the general public.  For 
information visit our website: www.wasatchmountainlodge.org 
 

   

http://www.wasatchmountainlodge.org/
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NATIONAL TRAILS DAY 
JUNE 2, 2018 
Organized by David Andrenyak // Trip 

Report by David Andrenyak // Photos by 

David Andrenyak 

 
National Trails Day recognizes the 

importance of trails and our beautiful natural 

areas. This year, Wasatch Mountain Club 

(WMC) members participated in a National 

Trails Day event at Cardiff Fork in Big 

Cottonwood Canyon (BCC).  The project 

involved the construction of a new trail that 

will connect the parking area near the BCC 

road to the Donut Falls trailhead. The new 

trail will allow hikers to travel on a trail 

instead of the Cardiff Fork road. Because of 

the popularity of the area for hiking and 

visitation, this new trail is critical to the 

enjoyment of the visitors.  The main event 

organizer was the Cottonwood Canyons 

Foundation. The U.S. Forest Service-Salt 

Lake Ranger District, Salt Lake City Public 

Utilities, and the WMC were key 

contributors to the implementation of the 

event. The WMC was the lunch sponsor. There were over 70 volunteers and 30 trail work professionals 

that participated. The trail work entailed widening and improving the initial scratch line.  We removed 

vegetation, rocks and roots. In addition to the trail work, participant removed trash and noxious weeds. 

The WMC participants were Brett Smith, Alex Arakelian, Evette Raen, Nancy Martin, Sue Baker, 

Bruce Christenson, Daisy DeMarco, Heidi 

DeMartis, Cassie Badowsky, Randy Long, 

Nancy Martin and Pat McGregor, Robert 

Turner, and Dave Andrenyak. It was great to 

participate in a project that will improve the 

hiking experience for many visitors and help 

preserve the viability of the area. Thank you 

participants and organizers. Above: Some of the 

WMC crew: Kneeling in front:  Nancy and Alex. 

Standing: Daisy, Evette, Bruce, Sue, Brett, and 

Dave // Left: Evette and Alex working on the trail 

tread. 
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SUNSET PEAK & 
PIONEER PEAK 
LOOP HIKE 

JUNE 10, 2018 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // 

Trip Report by Akiko Kamimura // 

Photos by Akiko Kamimura 
 
We made a loop from Brighton via 

Catherineôs Pass to Sunset Peak and 

Pioneer Peak. It was not hot and was 

sometimes windy and chilly. Up to 

Lake Mary, the trail was snow free. 

Then we saw some snow patches. Between Sunset Peak and Pioneer Peak, there was a very steep 

snowfield. Tom, Sue, and Beth were very fast to go down on the snowfield. Akiko followed them but on a 

different (easier) route. At first, Michele and Laraine said they would not go down on the snowfield and 

wanted to turn around but they found a safe route and made it down. Near Pioneer Peak, we found lots of 

beautiful green rocks at an old mine. We then hiked mostly off-trail to return back to the Brighton parking 

lot. Group photo near Sunset Peak. From left ï (Akikoôs pack), Akiko, Sue, Beth, Laraine, Michele, and Tom 

 

RED PINE LAKE HIKE  

JUNE 2, 2018 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // Trip 

Report by Akiko Kamimura // Photos by 

Akiko Kamimura 
 

Our original destination was Clayton Peak in Brighton 

but we changed it to Red Pine Lake due to the bike race 

in Big Cottonwood Canyon. We started with summer 

like conditions but right after we passed the junction 

with Maybird, there was still lots of snow. Creek 

crossing was challenging because of ice on the rocks. 

We went off-trail which was sun exposed to avoid the 

shaded icy trail. The lake was mostly frozen. A camper 

told us that the lake was not frozen on the previous day 

but froze during the night. We took a very long break at 

the lake to enjoy nice weather and watched 

mountaineers climbing up to the ridge. Although we 

unexpectedly changed the hike location, it was a nice 

hike. Dave trying to get a piece of the ice from the lake. 
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±!{9¸Ω{ t!w!5L{9 Lb GRAND CANYON 

MARCH 22-25, 2018 
Organized by Russell Patterson // Trip Report by Tony Hellman // Photos by Tony 

Hellman 

 
Six  intrepid WMCôer survived and thrived in  hiking to Vaseyôs Paradise in the Grand Canyon from 

the North Rim.  After much discussion regarding weather and driving logistics,  the group rallied to 

camp at the trailhead for an early start on March 22, 2018.  The first day of 9 miles was brutal...and 

scary.  The trail was not well marked.  The consequences of a fall/slip could be life threatening and the 

rock strewn gully/wash was a constant boulder hop.  Over the course of three days, our group bonded 

and rejoiced once we returned to the top.  We covered 18 hiking miles with 2700 of elevation gain.  It 

seemed like much more.   

 

The first challenge was to find the way down-twice, three or four times.  In my opinion, the first 

descent into the canyon seemed wickedéThe second drop caused a ñoh my god, that canôt be the way 

downò,  but it was.  We left at 8 am and made the river around 9 pm.  
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Thankfully,  Rick had studied the maps and we avoided the major pour overs that make a difficult hiker 

an impossible trek.   Fortunately, no major mishaps happened but 1 slip by Russell Patterson almost 

took him over the ledge, for a nasty 10 foot fall and if continued, to a 100 foot drop.  Russellôs feet 

were over the ledge. His buttocks and shoulders on the ledge with his backpack over his head when his 

slp stopped.  Tony Hellman was able to grab his backpack which steadied Russell so he could inch his 

way back to safety. All's well that ends well and that was a close one.  

 

With a group conscious,  we knew we couldnôt make it out in 1 day as originally planned.   The next 

day the group did a 2 hour hike to Vaseyôs Paradise which normally is lush and an oasis in the 

desert.  Due to the regional drought the spring was not very impressive, however the huge 40 foot tall 

natural cave and views of the Majestic Colorado lifted our spirits.    

 

Due to great planning and luck,  we had found a spring half way down in the canyon.  We choose this 

as 2nd nights campsite and slept beneath towering walls being grateful for only carrying water for 1 

day vs 2 days.  In many ways, going up was easier due to having 2 days for the distance and everyone 

finding a rhythm to the boulder hopping maze.  I recommend this hike only to very serious hikers.  It 

was pretty and pretty brutal.   On the drive home,  we encountered a blizzard on I-15 and a six hour trip 

turned into 9 hours.  The participants were Russell Patterson, Rick Thompson, Tony Hellman, Giulia 

Roselli, Deanna Larsen and her daughter. Opposite Page: The Colorado is at far end of canyon 

(Rick Thompson, Giulia Roselli, and Deanna Larsonôs daughter) // Below: Hiking in Vaseyôs Paradise // Page 

12: Top: Russell Patterson and Rick Thompson finding the way on the second drop // Page 12: Below: Member 

enjoying the view 
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ROCK CLIMB ς 101 CLINIC ς LEARN TO CLIMB 

MAY 5, 2018 
Organized by Kathleen Waller // Trip Report by Kathleen Waller // Photos by Kathleen 

Waller 

 
Volunteers: Paul Gettings, Tony Calderone, Will McCarvill, Peter Ashcroft, and Wilmer Sandoval 

 

Participants:  Frank Ryburn, Matthew Astel, Jennifer Chan, Kirk Hofeling, Marcia Hansen, Sharon 

Steadman, Luther Knicely, and Colin 

 

This was a beginnersô workshop on the fundamentals of rock climbing, equipment use and selection, 

and safety. WMC offered an experience in climbing for folks who feel rusty and just want a refresher 

or just want to learn and improve their fundamental skills.  This was a great opportunity to meet and 

learn with other interested beginner climbers and experienced climbers. We covered climbing gear and 

techniques including proper belay, top rope climbing, and climbing with a focus on safety.   

 

Experienced climbers joined us as volunteers to share their expertise as well as setting up and taking 

down top rope routes. The volunteers set up four routes on Geezer Wall in Big Cottonwood Canyon 

ranging from 5.5 to 5.6:  Whipper Snapper (5.5), Sweet Louis (5.5), Lower Dentures (5.6), and Golden 

Years (5.5).  Each participant climbed each route once and got to belay another climber one on each 

route. Will McCarvill giving communication advice to Marcia Hansen and Sharon Steadman  
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BEGINNER 
WHITEWATER 
TRAINING TRIP ς 
MOAB DAILY 
Organized by Kelly Beumer // 

Trip Report by Heidi 

DeMartis // Photos by Irene 

Yuen & Angel Moravek  

 
The WMC generously schedules 

a beginning boating trip every 

year for those of us who donôt 

know up from down on the 

river.  There is an incredible 

amount of organization which goes into these trips and I have a tremendous respect for these 

organizers.  Foremost, there is the organization of the gear and no one is more organized than Bret 

Mathews. Bret ensures the gear is in good order, tracked when used, safely loaded onto trailers and then 

stored properly back into the boat shed.  We arenôt just talking rafts and paddles here.  There are also oar 

boats, inflatable kayaks, complete kitchen set-ups, life jackets, first-aid supplies, tools in case something 

goes wrong ï which it will -- and more. Then there is the organization of the scrumptious meals 

provided.  All trip members participate in the purchasing of food and meal preparation.  Each meal is 

assigned a team captain who plans the meal and delegates/teaches beginners everything from sanitation of 

hands and dishes to recognizing when the percolated coffee is ready.  These meals were by far tastier and 

more generous than most of us experience at home! Next there are the logistics of getting people and gear 

to the destination and assignments on the river. Kelly Beumer, the 2018 Beginning Trip Organizer ensured 

we received exposure to the boats we 

were interested in. Full disclosure: There 

is no nicer person than Kelly.  Thank you 

Kelly and Martin for your patience all 

weekend long!  Additionally, there were 

other excellent mentors (too many to 

mention here) who taught us everything 

from self-rescue and rescuing others to 

setting up a ñZ-dragò back at camp. In our 

case, it showed how a mere mortal can 

move a camper truck and trailer with the 

use of a pulley system; however, on the 

river it can release a boat stuck in-

between rocks. Lastly, thanks go to Frank 

and Jennifer Chan for hauling most of the 

gear and to Jen Heineman and Kelly for 

figuring out the finances for 22 people. 
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Here are some additional highlights from the trip:  

¶ The scenery was spectacular and weather comfortable. 

¶ Brian suggested a way of staging gear which was not only efficient, but helped avoid a thunderstorm 

on our last day. 

¶ Watching Jen Heineman maneuver her shiny new CAT down the river was a thing of beauty. 

¶ Luke taught the group how to play óbox and ropeô in the evenings, a low tech game almost as fun as 

rock, paper, scissors. 

¶ Kaeli flawlessly showed us how to complete a self-rescue while holding onto her boat and paddle. 

¶ We all shared a sense of ñWe vs. Meò and learned boating is more fun with teamwork.  Thank you 

all for a fabulous trip! 

Photos: Opposite Page Above Right: Jen Heineman in her her shiny new CAT // Above Left: Bret Mathews & 

Irene Yuen in the double duckie, Bob Cady's oar rig // Below: Group Photo - Kelly Beumer, Martin Beumer, 

Bob Cady, Luke Johnson, Angel Moravek, Jen Sealing, Bret Mathews, Irene Yuen, John Marks, Jen Heineman, 

Amy Murphy, Frank Rybun, Robert C, Sue Thiros, Connie Bain, Deanna Larson, Heidi Demartis, Robert 

Turner, Kaeli Caldwell, Jennifer Chan, Brian Hansen, and Brittney Hansen 
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REDWOOD NATIONAL & STATE PARKS CAR CAMP  

MAY 11-12, 2018 
Organized by Aaron Jones // Trip Report by Aaron Jones // Photos by Jerry Hatch  

 
Participants: Susan Allen, Bob Grant, Jerry 

Hatch, Aaron Jones, Robert Myers, Russell 

Patterson, Marilyn Smith, and Leslie 

Woods. 

 

Ground cover is exponentially more 

significant. Those were the words of Jerry 

Hatch as we toured through Redwoods 

National Park. My words often spoken on 

the trails is that we were not in Utah 

anymore. We started the trip following 

what initially seemed like an unusual route 

cruising through southern Oregon to get to 

northern California. Mapquest had called it 

right and a look at my watch convinced me 

we had enough time to take in Oregon 

Caves National Monument. Grabbing time 

by the forelock, we were able to visit the 

caves and dash to Jedediah Smith 

Redwoods State Park to set up our tents 

before gathering at the Seaquake Brewpub 

at the recommendation of Bob Grant. It 

was a memorable start to a memorable trip. 

 

Our hikes started with the Boy Scout Tree 

and the Stout Grove Loop. These are 

remnants of an old growth forest that 

provide habitat for the Spotted Owl. The 

current Redwood forest is a shadow of its earlier self as 95% of the forest has disappeared. The next 

dayôs hike, Damnation Creek, seemed shrouded in mystery as we heard tales of a rickety bridge 

necessitating a scramble over a ravine. One by one we crossed the bridge and savored a dramatic beach 

setting. 

 

One treat not to be missed is Patrickôs Point State Park. A trail loops around the point with several 

offshoots to landsô end. Whales and tidal pools display some of the oceans most fascinating lifeforms 

and we were blessed to see Harbor Seals swimming in the waves. The next day saw us knocking off 

one trail after another as we explored the Tall Trees Grove, Lady Bird Johnson Grove, and Trillium 

Falls. Thursday, we hiked in the Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park following the California Coastal 

Trail along the beach until we exited in Fern Canyon which exhibits a magnificent display of seven 

types of ferns. 
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Bidding farewell to the National Park and the three state 

parks it encompasses, a herd of elk stopped us in our 

tracks as everyone reached for their camera or cell 

phone. We were off to another adventure, the Blue Ox 

Historic Village in Eureka California, where Victorian 

era craftsmanship is turned out on 19th Century tools. It 

was a perfect stop for what turned out to be a rainy day. 

The entire town is bedecked with Victorian structures 

some of which have been enhanced by the workmanship 

of the Blue Ox proprietor. We ended the day at the Lost 

Coast Brewery where we once more hoisted a glass to 

celebrate a great trip, great people, and a great club. 
Photos: Opposite Page: Fog shrouded redwoods in the Lady 

Bird Johnson Grove // Right: Aaron Jones with Russell 

Patterson pensively standing behind Aaron as he is about to 

cross Gold Bluffs Beach Pond at Redwoods National Park // 

Below: Bob Meyers taking pictures of harbor seals at the 

Klamath // Below Right: The big arch on Damnation Beach. 
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SUGARLOAF PEAK HIKE 
& SNOWSHOE AT ALTA 

MAY 13, 2018 
Organized by Akiko Kamimura // 

Trip Report by Akiko Kamimura // 

Photos by Akiko Kamimura 

 

 
Carol, Heidi, and Akiko hiked/snowshoed to 

Sugarloaf Peak at Alta. There was still lots of 

snow there, including fresh power snow from 

the previous day. It was very quiet and we 

saw just a few skiers. Carol and Akiko used 

snowshoes. It was remarkable that Heidi 

made the peak without snowshoes since snow 

was very deep at many places. Although it 

became snowy for a moment, the weather 

was fine most of the time. The views from the 

peak were very beautiful. We then enjoyed 

glissading from the peak. Left:  

Carol and Heidi ascending the last rocky 

part to the peak // Below: Group photo at 

Sugarloaf Peak. From left ï Akiko, Carol, 

and Heidi. 
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ROCK CLIMB 201: LEARN TO SPORT LEAD 

JUNE 2-3, 2018 
Organized by Kathleen Waller // Trip Report by Kathleen Waller // Photos by Kathleen 

Waller & Paul Gettings 

 
Participants:  Katie, Willi, Jessica, Kevin, Kirk, Wilmer, Beth, Andy, Judy, Tony, and Giulia 

 

Volunteers:  Harry, Neil, Frank, Steve, 

Paul, Giulia, and Jim 

 

Rock Climb 201 is a workshop for 

experienced top rope climbers on the 

fundamentals of sport leading and lead 

belaying. If you have always wanted to try 

leading sport, this clinic is offered 

annually.  This yearôs 201 clinics took 

place at Geezer Wall in Big Cottonwood 

Canyon.  We discuss gear, technique, and 

safety. Climbers faux lead on top rope 

while practicing clipping bolts and lead 

belaying on a second lead 

rope.  Participants have the opportunity to 

both lead belay and lead climb on at least 

four different routes rated 5.4 to 5.6.  The 

workshop lasts at least a few hours.  

Experienced lead climbers volunteer to set 

up routes and to share their 

expertise.  Thank you to this yearôs 

volunteers that make these clinics possible. 

 
Photos: Right: Kevin and Jessica at Geezer 

Wall // Page 19: Andy and Tony at Geezer 

Wall // Page 20: Katie on Mock Sport Lead 

 

 

 

 

 
 


