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President’s Message:
December 2020
By Julie Kilgore
Here we are, in the final month
of our year-long centennial
celebration. It wasn’t exactly the
year we had planned, but all in
all, there were many wonderful
accomplishments.
The Centennial Planning efforts
were launched almost four
years ago, when Susan Allen and
Cristina Raspollini met me at
the club office in January 2017
to launch our first major project:
finding, scanning, optimizing,
and uploading to the WMC
website every Rambler we could
find. Over almost two full years,
and with a little help from the
U of U special collections team,
we completed an impressive
collection that quickly became
a treasure trove of historical
research, not only for our
Centennial Committee and our
club members, but also for the
community.
The Centennial Planning
Committee was formally
launched in June 2018, when
the first 10 or so members
responded to the call to
participate. Over the next few
months, the Committee grew
to over 20 amazing, talented,
passionate, and committed
club members. The Committee
established 3 overarching goals
for the Centennial:
• Have Fun – participating
on this committee should be
exciting and rewarding;
• Focus on member value, fun,
and pride – what is it about the
WMC that keeps us coming back,
year after year, and celebrate
that; and
6 WMC

• Involve every member –
whether attending a party,
donating to the endowment,
participating in a blood, getting
a hat or t-shirt, or enjoying a
Rambler feature, the Centennial
Planning Committee wanted to
provide maximum opportunity
for every member to be part of
the celebration.
I truly hope that we
accomplished all three of these
goals.
The original plan was to hold
one gathering each month.
We managed three of those
great parties before COVID hit.
The January Centennial KickOff at the State Capitol was a
huge success. We packed the
house at REI for our February
membership meeting and
historical presentation (all the
videos shared at that February
meeting are now available on
the WMC website), and our
WMC IT Director Bret Mathews
demonstrated our new and
improved website that he
developed. It has a modern look,
a color theme, a consistent look
and feel, better organization, and
the main improvement being
that the entire website is phone
and tablet friendly. In early
March we held our Centennial
Winter Sports event at the
Lodge.
And then it hit – the pandemic
of the century. It was interesting
to reflect on the fact that the
WMC was founded on the heels
of the LAST pandemic of the
century! That didn’t keep the
WMC down 100 years ago,
and it didn’t keep us down

in 2020. While COVID put a
stop to holding more parties
(fingers crossed we can hold
the Big Birthday Bash on May 13,
2021) and we had to table the
Centennial Activity Challenge
(to be renamed the “Second
Century Activity Challenge”), the
Centennial Planning Committee
charged on. First, the Centennial
Committee set up a phone tree
for a wellness check, reaching
out to every club member in the
at-risk age category for COVID.
Then, the Committee continued
meeting via ZOOM every
month to fulfill the mission of
giving every club member the
opportunity to be part of this
great celebration.
And the WMC kept going too.
Despite the COVID restrictions
that led the WMC to responsibly
postponed many activities
and centennial events, we
maintained a membership of
over 1,100, and close to 100
dedicated organizers managed
to offer our membership over
1,000 activity events for our
centennial year!
The Mt. Olympus trash
angels and graffiti busters
never stopped either. Quite
the opposite. Under Ronna
Cohen’s leadership, this team
has expanded, tending to the

trailhead and our little trash can
several times a week, without
fail, this entire year, throughout
and beyond the Mt. Olympus
trailhead reconstruction.
It is also important to recognize
the commitment and dedication
of the Wasatch Mountain Club
Board of Directors. COVID
made for a challenging year,
affecting every board member

on a personal, professional, and
volunteer level. But monthly
board meetings shifted
immediately to an online
platform, adding interim online
meetings as needed to respond
to the shifting pandemic
situation. I cannot thank each
and every one of them enough
for their unwavering support and
dedication to this organization.

Congratulations to the Wasatch
Mountain Club and all that our
members, our board, and our
Centennial Committee have
accomplished in this Centennial
year! This is a wonderful
organization that I am so proud
to be part of, and I look forward
to many more years of great
outdoor adventure.

WMC Centennial Accomplishments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Raised $25,000 to successfully establish a permanent U of U education endowment
January Capitol Rotunda Kick-Off, February Historical Presentation, March Winter Sports at the Lodge,
and September Life Member Induction at the Lodge supported by over 20 Centennial sponsors
Published a full 12 months of well-researched and informative legacy articles about the history of the
WMC, WMC activities, and WMC heroes and legends
Created updated Centennial and post-Centennial club logos, banner, and marketing materials
Created WMC web-link for club merchandise
Donated over 100 pints of blood
Reconnected with 4,000 WMC former members, some of whom re-joined the club or sent notes of
congratulations and/or donations to the endowment
Developed an updated mobile friendly website
Governor congratulatory proclamation
Salt Lake County congratulatory proclamation
$15,000 Contribution towards acquisition of two critical parcels at the base of Little Cottonwood
Canyon
Facilitated University of Utah Special Collections funding for the Alexis Kelner Collection Historical
Preservation Project
Produced Commemorative Centennial Calendar
Charles Keller’s collection of Faint Trails Articles published over 10 years in WMC Ramblers is now
available for members on the WMC website
Established the Alexis Kelner Photo Collection, permanently on display at the WMC Lodge
Created 10-panel, 100-Year Photo History Boards
Preserved Dale Green’s Measuring Wheel in a permanent display at the WMC Lodge
Produced Centennial Celebration You Tube Video
Received Grant from Utah Humanities for an Oral Histories project, a collection of recordings and
transcripts that will be available at Utah Humanities and the U of U Special Collections
Archiving on the WMC website the entire collection of Ramblers found to date
Inducting a flurry of well-deserving life members, for a 2020 total of 76 life members
Updating to the Upward and Onward WMC club history book (work in progress)
Highlighted on KUED’s “This Is Us” program
Participated in the 2020 Utah State History Conference (https://youtu.be/9rU92xBX6lo)
Received Forest Service Volunteer Award
Received University of Utah Ski Archives History Maker Award
Centennial Time Capsule to be placed at the WMC Lodge

Many thanks to a dedicated and enthusiastic Centennial Planning Committee Roster: Julie Kilgore, Mark
Jones, Phyllis Anderson, Greg Libecci, Cheryl Soshnik, Brad Yates, Zig Sondelski, Donn Seeley, Susan Riedley,
Bill Riedley, Heidi DeMartis, Giulia Roselli, Donnie Benson, Deb Frank, Pierre Askmo, Dennis Goreham, Tony
Hellman, JoDene Arakelian, Renae Olsen, Cindy Smith, Evette Raen, Petra Brittner.
And a BIG THANK YOU to all our generous sponsors who provided funding and in-kind contributions
towards a successful Centennial. We have highlighted our sponsors throughout the year, and they are all
listed on page 5 of this final Rambler.
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2020 Pa Parry Award
Clarence (Pa) Parry was an early member of the Wasatch Mountain Club in 1920, and in 1954 Pa initiated
an award to be given to a member who has given exceptional service to the Club.
This year, the year of our Centennial, is special. The list of potential candidates for the Pa Parry award
is impressive, with so many members giving so much to the club. This year, the WMC Board has selected
two Pa Parry awardees (Drumroll please . . . )
Mark Jones and Phyllis Anderson.

The amount of work that Mark Jones has done
over the past year (and beyond) is impossible to
describe. Mark dedicated himself to research and
preservation of the WMC history. He has worked
closely with Alexis Kelner (our WMC Historian)
and the University of Utah Special Collections
(which houses the largest collection of WMC
documents and memorabilia), and has combed
through every box, folder, file, and pile of anything
related to the WMC. Mark produced the Centennial
Commemorative Calendar after researching
and selecting each and every photograph to
be highlighted. He has written several of the
historical articles that have been featured in the
2020 Ramblers, and has more in the works to look
forward to in 2021.

From the first organizational meeting of the
Centennial Planning Committee, Phyllis Anderson
has been there. Phyllis has been the historical fact
checker. She maintains her own personal archive
of WMC documentation, and if she didn’t have it,
she would find it. Phyllis has spent countless hours
compiling, researching, fact-checking, writing,
reviewing, and editing nearly every document the
Centennial Committee published (except for the
occasional thing that might have a mistake or two –
she didn’t see those before they went out!)

The WMC Centennial would not have been nearly as successful if not for the efforts of Phyllis Anderson
and Mark Jones. Our organization is truly fortunate to have these two among us. Thank you both for all
that you have done, and will no doubt do in the future, for the WMC.
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2020 Alexis Kelner Conservation Award
Utah Open Lands
Wendy Fisher, Exec Dir & Team
Each year, the WMC is presented to individuals or organizations, inside or outside the Club, who have
given distinguished service to the cause of Utah Conservation. For 2020, our Centennial year, WMC board
has selected Utah Open Lands as the recipient of the Alexis Kelner Conservation Award.
The purpose of Utah Open Lands is to permanently protect land in Utah, by acquiring title or trust of
a conservation easement; stewardship of these properties, in order to protect the conservation values,
and inspiring and educating landowners, local and statewide leaders, professional advisers and the public
about the importance of land conservation
In recent years, the WMC has participated financially in several of their initiatives including Killyon
Canyon and Bonanza Flat. And this year we donated $15,000 to help them acquire a parcel at the mouth
of Little Cottonwood Canyon that will protect open space and provide access to the BST.

“Dear Julie and WMC members!
There are moments in a campaign to save a beloved property that provide the light at the end of the
tunnel. Such was the moment when Wasatch Mountain Club decided to support the preservation of the
land at the base of Little Cottonwood Canyon. On behalf of the entire board of Utah Open Lands we extend
our gratitude for your contribution to the Cottonwood Heights Bonneville Shoreline Trail project.
Saving those places that provide respite from the daily grind became especially poignant this year as we
all witnessed the socially distant benefits of hitting the trail with our friends and family. Saving the land
at the base of Little Cottonwood Canyon is now a legacy for tomorrow’s generations that we are already
reaping the benefits of today.
In a campaign where every dollar made a difference, and where the breadth of support encouraged
the landowners to make an additional $200,000 dollar contribution in land value, the impact of the
contribution from the Wasatch Mountain Club cannot be underestimated. Thank you for being a part of
this village of conservation.
With gratitude,
Wendy Fisher
Executive Director”
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The Story of the Rambler
The first 100 years, 1920–2020
By Mark Jones
This report is not a history
of the Wasatch Mountain Club
(WMC) but rather an attempt
to show the history of the
Rambler and its development
over the Club’s first 100 years.
The Rambler is the official
newsletter of the WMC and is,
in essence, the recorded history
of the WMC, which was formally
organized on May 13, 1920.

1974. It is marked as May 1974,
Volume 51, Issue 5. Although
not all Ramblers had a volume
and issue number on them
during this run, this sequence of
numbers would stand until the
year 2000. In January of 2000
the volume number is in the
above order and is Volume 77,
No. 1. In July of 2000 the Volume
number skips to Volume 78.
Again, in November 2000 the
volume number skips to Volume
79. 2001 starts the normal
sequence with Volume 80, which
has stayed consistent to 2020,
when we are presently using
Volume 99.

In the early years, as the WMC
was starting out and trying
to discover who they were
and where they were going,
they wanted a publication to
communicate with its members.
This publication was called
the Rambler. Another form of
communication was to mail
out postcards. Some of these
postcards were called schedule
cards that listed upcoming hikes
and other events. In the early
years of the Club there was no
idea as to when a Rambler would
be produced or how many, if any,
would be produced in a given year.

was published in August 1922
but have not located a copy.

The first Ramblers that we
know of at this time are from
1922, and we know of two.
They are each 8 pages in the
pamphlet form 3-1/2” x 6-1/2”.
One is marked Vol II, while the
other is marked Vol I, No. 3, and
neither one has a year indicated.
They each have a schedule of
hikes showing a month and day,
and those can be matched up
to a 1922 calendar. Looking at
the months and days, we have
changed the Vol II to read Vol
I No. 2. We believe a Vol I No. 1

A brief note about the volume
number and the issue number.
Without any official record
from the time period, it’s hard
to know what the early Rambler
editors were thinking. One
would think that the first year
of publication would be Volume
I and the second year Volume
II, etc. Whatever the case, there
are only six or so Ramblers
with Volume Numbers from
1922 to 1933. The next time we
find the volume number used
is not until the May issue of
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1922 Rambler

We have located three
Ramblers for 1923, and they
are listed as Vol I No. 4 and Vol
I No. 5, and one listed as The
Wasatch Rambler 1923 – 1924.
As the concept of the Rambler
was still being developed, the
Club decided to create a more
comprehensive book covering
two years. In 1924 the Wasatch
Mountain Club published The
Wasatch Rambler 1923 – 1924
edition, which contained
71 pages. As stated in this
edition, The Club wanted to
have a more comprehensive
publication. Page 2 states that
“Unlike other issues, in which
we dealt principally with club
news, we have here attempted
to give something that will be
of equal interest to either the
members or the non-members.”
Some of the different stories
include articles about Salt Lake

City history, scenic wonders
of Southern Utah, industrial
Utah, Fish Lake Utah, and a
geology report. In 1925 the
Club continued with the more
comprehensive format and
published the 1924 and 1925
edition. This would be the largest
Rambler ever produced, at 131
pages.
In 1926 we know of four
Ramblers that were produced.
The first we know of is for May,
called The Wasatch Rambler
No.1, and it has 21 pages. It was
stated that the Rambler would
now be offered as a bi-monthly
publication and that it would
replace the schedule cards. The
second 1926 Rambler is for
July and is listed as No. 2, July 1,
1926. The third 1926 Rambler
we have is listed as The Wasatch
Rambler Vol. VI No. 3, September
1, 1926. It contains 20 pages
and is also listed as being bimonthly. It reviewed trips for
the last two months and listed
trips #26 thru trip #33, which
was the Halloween party. The
fourth Rambler we have for 1926
is called the Pinecrest Edition
of the Wasatch Rambler 1926,
Vol. VI No. 4, December 1, 1926.
It contains 20 pages. We do not
have any Ramblers for the years
of 1927 and 1928.
For 1929 we have located just
one Rambler, and it is listed as
The Wasatch Rambler Year Book
1929. It covers events for the
full year and has a report about
the new club lodge being built in
Brighton. It is a comprehensive
32-page booklet, 5-1/2” x
7-3/4”. For 1930 we have not
located any Ramblers. One must
remember that this is the time
of the Great Depression and
that resources were limited. For
the year of 1931 we have one
Rambler for October. It is a onepage 8-1/2” x 11” mimeograph

form. To my knowledge, this is
the first of many years that the
Rambler would be produced
in the mimeograph format.
The next example of the book
format we have is for the 194041 Winter Edition. For some of
these years a comprehensive
book form of Rambler would
be produced, followed by a
mimeograph format the rest of
the year.
We have one Rambler for
July 6, 1932, which is eight
pages, 8-1/2” x 11” mimeograph
format. For the year 1933 we

have one Rambler dated April
14, which is 21 pages, 8-1/2” x
11” mimeograph format. This
Rambler is marked as Volume 14
Number 1. The editors probably
used Volume 14 because
1933 was the 14th year of the
Club. This is the first time we
have seen a volume number
since 1926. As of this time, no
Ramblers have been found for
1934, and only one six-page
8-1/2”x 11” mimeograph format
Rambler for 1935. For 1936 and
1937 we have yet to locate any
Ramblers.

1940 Rambler
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Next we see three examples
of 8-1/2”x 11” mimeograph
Ramblers. One is listed as the
“1938-39 Winter Issue,” the
next as “Second Issue, March
2, 1939,” and the last as “1939
Summer Issue.” The year 1940
also had four issues--a Spring,
Summer, Fall, and Winter. The
first three are printed in the
8-1/2”x 11” mimeograph format.
The Winter Issue is in a booklet
form and contains 12 pages.
The next time frame, from
1941 through 1945, is known
as the World War II era. Many
Wasatch Mountain Club (WMC)
members were called to serve
the country. The Ramblers from
this period would list the names
of WMC members called to
serve, and many Club officers
had to resign their positions
when called to duty. Many
products became scarce and
were needed for the War effort
and thus were rationed during
this period.
The next Rambler we have
found after the 1940-41 Winter
issue is the January 1942 issue.
We have located four issues
for this year, and they are listed
as January, February, June, and
December, and are all in the
mimeograph format. In January
of 1943 the Rambler was a
16-page 6-1/4”x 9-1/4” booklet
format and is the only one we
have for this year. We have yet to
locate any Ramblers for 1944.
In January 1945 a 24-page
Year Book was produced which
reported on members serving
during World War II. In 1946 a
single 48-page Rambler was
produced. These Ramblers
reported on club matters and on
past trips and events. They also
included a Club membership list.
In 1947 there was a 40-page
Rambler in booklet format, but
12 WMC

1945 Rambler

it has no date of publication.
It contains trip reports from
January, February, May, and July,
and also lists upcoming trips for
late August and for September.
This leads me to conclude that
it must have been published in
early August 1947. In February
and October of 1947 we have
examples of mimeograph
Ramblers. The October issue is
listed as a “Junior Size” and is 3
pages. 1948 was a similar year
that produced a 36 page once-ayear Rambler with trip reports for

April, May and July, and this was
probably published in September.
Also, in1948 we have found one
mimeograph two-page Rambler.
The Club minutes of October 30,
1948 reflect: “Suggested that
we try to print several Junior
Ramblers.” There were probably
other mimeographed Ramblers
produced that have yet to be
found.
When the Club minutes talk
about a “Junior Rambler,” I
think of a smaller publication

than the yearly Rambler as
discussed above. In 1949 the
Club published what was called
a “Schedule 30,” and in 1950
a “Schedule 31.” Do these
numbers refer to the 30th and
31st year of the Club history?
These two publications do have
the look and feel of a Mini or
Junior Rambler, although they
do not call them Ramblers. They
are each in pamphlet format, 3”
x 5-3/4” and 20 and 24 pages.
Starting in September 1950
and also for October, we now
have mimeograph Ramblers of
seven pages. The next Rambler
was listed for three months:
November, December, and
January 1951. We have found no
Ramblers for February or March,
but there is a publication titled
“Activity Schedule for April, May
and June of 1951.” Next, we
have two publications listed as
a “News Rambler,” one for July
1951 and one for August 1951.
Starting in September 1951,
a new and lasting form for the
Rambler was finally inaugurated.
The publication used the
acronym WAMOC for Wasatch
Mountain Club, and was now
called the WAMOC Rambler. It
is also during this time that a
Rambler was now consistently
being produced on a monthly
basis. The Wasatch Mountain
Club collection of Ramblers
now contains an example of all
Ramblers produced from this
time frame to the present day.
During this time frame the cover
of each month of the Rambler
would be the same for several
months in a row. In order to save
money, they would pre-print
cover pages for several summer
months or for several winter
months. The WAMOC Ramblers
are generally two to four pages
long and contain social and trip
reports and list monthly trip
schedules. This form of the

Schedule Thirty
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WAMOC Rambler would last over
seven years, until May of 1959
when the name was changed
back to just “The Rambler.”
The May 1959 Rambler had a
sketched drawing on the cover
which again would be used for
several months. By September of
1960 the new cover would now
be a photo, which again would
be used for several months.
Starting in April of 1965 the
Rambler would now have a new
photo on the cover page each
month. Shortly after this time
frame it would be more common
to now have more photos on
the interior pages. Many of the
photo credits for this period go
to Alexis Kelner, who joined the
club in 1957 and is still serving
as the club historian. Ramblers
during this time frame were
around 20 pages and were
becoming more sophisticated
than most of the earlier
Ramblers. The May 1970 issue
was the 50th anniversary edition
of the Rambler and consisted of
24 pages of great old photos and
stories.
As noted earlier, it is in the May
1974 issue that we once again
see the use of volume and issue
numbers for the publication
of the Rambler. The Ramblers
did not change much until the
mid-1980s. The September 1985
issue has a report from the club
president stating that something
needs to be done to cut the cost
of the Rambler, which is now
$1.00 per copy. Club dues at this
time were $20.00 per year, with
$12.00 going to the Rambler
publication. The October 1985
Rambler produced by editor
Earl Cook would now be using
a newspaper type press for
printing, which would save 50%
in costs and improve the quality.
These new Rambles would now
also increase in size from 7”
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x 8-1/2” to the now standard
size of 8” x 10-1/2”. Most of
the Ramblers published during
the ‘80s and ‘90s were around
40 pages, but about twice a
year a membership list of all
club members with address
and phone number could add
another 20 pages. 1995 saw
the WMC celebrate its 75 year

that we know of in its 100-year
history. These were all produced
by a countless number of
dedicated volunteers who put in
many hours of work to preserve
our history and, in so doing,
preserve the legacy of the WMC.
One thing that has remained the
same for 100 years is that the
cost of a Rambler has always
limited what could be produced.
As the Club Motto says, “Onward
and Upward”--and keep turning
out those Ramblers.
The WMC is very interested
in locating and preserving any
old Ramblers that are out there.
All existing Ramblers that we
know of can be found and read
on the Club web page at www.
wasatchmountainclub.org under
the General menu and Rambler.
Most of the original copies of
these Ramblers are preserved
at the Wasatch Mountain Club
Special Collections, J. Willard
Marriott Library, The University
of Utah.

Photo 5 - 1951 September WAMOC Rambler

with the Diamond Jubilee Year
Ramblers. Other than for some
special occasions, the Rambler
has been fairly similar for the
2000s. As the WMC celebrates
its 100th birthday in 2020,
a special colored Centennial
Edition Rambler is being
published each month.
The present-day Ramblers
are also listed each month
on the WMC web page www.
wasatchmountainclub.org. While
the printed copies are most
often in black and white, the
online versions are in color. The
color versions of the Rambler
on the web page first appeared
in May 2006. To date, the WMC
has produced over 850 Ramblers

Mark Jones

WMC Caving
By Zig Sondelski

Alexis Kelner at Neffs entrance

Caving (spelunking) is an activity in the club that
hasn’t drawn a lot of attention. Cavers tend to be
a bit secretive, as this is the best way to preserve
the caves they discover. I heard a rumor that
the club had a caving coordinator for a time, but
wasn’t able to confirm it. There has been a group
of WMC members involved in caving for over
70 years. In October 1953, Harold Goodro, Caine
Alder, and Lee Jensen succeeded in reaching the
bottom of Neffs Cave in nearby Neffs Canyon. And
in 1956, the cave was mapped to a depth of 1,186
feet, making it the deepest known cave in the
U.S. until 1976. Mappers were Dale Green, Alexis
Kelner, Caine Alder, Bob Wright, Paul Schettler, and
Yves Eriksson. I would recommend reading the
exciting and harrowing narrative of the discovery,
exploration and mapping of Neffs Cave on the
website of the Timpanogos Grotto of the National
Speleological Society at http://jonjasper.com/
CavingResources/Neffs.html.
Dale Green was one of the cavers in the WMC

Alexis Kelner at the bottom of Neffs

that I had the good fortune to go caving with in
Nevada. The trip was written up in the February
1993 Rambler and included such notables as
Michael Budig and Vince Desimone along with
Linda Wilcox, Kathy Peterson, Hank Winawer and
Leslie Mullins. Wipple Cave started out with a
60-foot rappel (the first time for many of us) and
ended with a 60-foot ascent on a 6-inch wide
cable ladder (another, much harder, first time).
The next day, Cave Valley Cave involved a lot of
slogging/crawling/rolling through mud and being
amazed at all of the clay sculptures that visitors
had created.
Dale Green estimated that he had been in
750 caves and discovered about 50. I had the
impression that Dale didn’t necessarily share
the location of all the caves he had discovered
and any that were shared were only with worthy
WMC 15

Dale Green - Photo courtesy of Utah Grottos of the National
Speleological Society

individuals who earned Dale’s respect. One of the
caves Dale discovered was Nutty Putty in 1960.
Nutty Putty was visited by as many as 25,000
people each year until 2009, when a visitor
became stuck in the cave and died. Dale wanted
only a section of the cave closed off, but the entire
cave was closed. Dale was chairman of the Salt
Lake Grotto and director of the Utah Speleological
Society. Dale’s name is also mentioned on
Wikipedia with Nutty Putty Cave and he is
referenced with mapping Big Brush Creek Cave,
almost 5 miles long, north of Vernal. This cave
goes farther, but high CO2 levels have stopped
exploration.
In the 1980s Dale Green stumbled upon what
he claims as his greatest cave discovery. The cave
contains a profuse amount of totally pristine cave
formations including fabulous floor vents and
crystal-tipped stalactites. For many years Dale
had used secrecy to protect the cave. However,
climbers had been developing routes within a
few hundred feet from the cave's entrance. Its
discovery was becoming imminent. Dale took trust
that the BLM would be supportive of the continued
protection the cave. In the spring of 2005, the BLM
granted permission to gate the cave and it was
gated later that year.
Another Rambler caving article involved Tapeats
Cave in the Grand Canyon, appearing in the
September 2005 Rambler. The backpack in from
the North Rim is tough enough without packing in
rafts, paddles and life jackets along with a cache
to leave for the backpack out. The cave is over a
mile long and the jagged rocks destroyed their
rafts. Participants were Russel Patterson, Walt
Haas, Fred Gabrial, Lisa Verzella and Tim Seely.
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Dale Green - Photo courtesy of Utah Grottos of the National
Speleological Society

Utah and surrounding states with uplifted
sedimentary rock like limestone (for solution
caves) or volcanic activity (for lava tubes) are
ideal for caves. Utah has over 100 named caves,
some of which are gated (requiring permission for
access) or permanently closed for archeological,
environmental or safety reasons. There are 4
spelunking groups in Utah, called “grottos” if you
are interested in safe and ethical spelunking.

Karla Kelner in ice cave

WMC Heroes and Legends:
Harold Goodro
By Dale Green
Taken from the Utah Caver
Newsletter of March 1989
(Ed. Note: Dale Green muses over the exploits of
a famous Utah mountaineer that a recent author
called, “a legendary guru among Utah outdoorsmen.”
In the Utah caving scene, Harold is most noted for
his bottoming trip of Neffs Canyon Cave.)
We don’t often name cave features after a
person, but the story of Harold Goodro’s harrowing
experience at the bottom of what we now call
Goodros Pit has a permanent place in Utah
caving history. In 1953 on the first descent to the
bottom of Neffs, the climbing trio had only 30’ of
ladder for the 90’ pit at the top of the Big Room.
(Ed. Note: In a recent personal interview, Harold
claimed he had 12 feet of ladder and a 70-80 foot
long nylon rope.) They tied it in and rappelled
down. On the return, Goodro had to make several
attempts at climbing the wall and rappel rope,
unbelayed and hand-over-hand, before he could
finally reach the end of the ladder dangling 60’
above the ground.
Goodro took a lot of flak for this episode,
especially from William R. Halliday in his various
cave books, for “risks which any caver would
consider prohibitive and wholly unnecessary.”
However, Harold knew he could do it and DID. It’s
hard to argue with success.
I first met Harold in 1954 when I joined the
Wasatch Mountain Club, a year after his now
famous descent. I was totally unaware of his
exploits or even of caves, but I remember being
totally awed at watching him climb a 7/16” rope
hand over hand, a feat at which I couldn’t even get
started.

Harold Goodro, 1960s

1969, when he was 52 and I was “younger,” I was
privileged to be on his rope when he led his first
ascent of this giant, almost pulling the rest of us
up. At the time, many of the club members we
were with thought him over the hill and wondered
aloud if he could ever climb anything really big
again. (I suspect most of them couldn’t keep up
with Harold today.) Good Luck, Harold! Have a
good climb!

Harold is now 72 years old and still going strong.
In a recent newspaper article he is described as
“a legendary guru among Utah outdoorsmen.”
Unfortunately, an 80 percent blockage in one of
the arteries in his heart has necessitated a recent
operation.
He “had to” have the operation because he
is now preparing for his seventh expedition to
Peru’s 22,205-foot-high Nevado Huascaran. In
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Historical Reprint:
DEEP CAVE HAS ROCKY HISTORY
By Deseret News Dec 12, 1995
"It is official!" declared the
Deseret News in the 1957 story.
Neff Cave, located in the Wasatch
Mountains above Olympus Cove
was the deepest in the United
States, at 1,186 feet.
The National Speleological
Society made the announcement
based on thorough exploration
of the cave the previous year by
six Salt Lake men who followed
the cavern from opening to floor,
mapping and detailing their
observations. Official it may have
been for the moment, but time
and further cave explorations
have dropped Neff from first to
fifth deepest in the country. A
second thorough examination of
the cave, in fact, actually reduced
the official depth to 1,170 feet.
Most Utahans probably don't
know Neff Cave exists. The cave
is dangerous and holds little
attraction for anyone except
inveterate spelunkers, according
to Dale Green, a Salt Lake caver
who was with the 1956 group.
Unlike Timpanogos, there
are no spectacular draperies,
stalactites, stalagmites, popcorn
formations or other attractions to
make it a tourist site. It is icy cold,
with constantly dripping walls
and ceilings and a slimy surface
where rock and water mix.
The entrance was barricaded
by the National Forest Service
after a 1965 disaster involving a
California student. The cave can
be explored only by experienced
spelunkers who have NFS
permission.
During the 1950s and 1960s,
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however, the Wasatch cave
generated headlines, including
the harrowing experience of the
young University of California
caver who was stranded on
ledges in the cave for 36 hours
after exhaustion overcame him.
Jim Cowling, 23, had come
to Utah with two companions
in 1965 during a Memorial Day
break from the university. They
descended to the bottom of the
cave, taking photos en route, and
were returning to the surface
when Cowling began to suffer
from exhaustion near the top of a
sheer ledge.
For eight hours he dangled from
his harness before the other two
could work their way down to
him. They lowered him to another
ledge and left him tied there
while they went for help.
The rescue effort involved
about 40 Salt Lake County
deputy sheriffs and the best local
cavers who could be assembled
in a hurry, including Green. A base
camp was set up and four-wheel
drive vehicles carried rescuers as
close to the cave as they could
get.
A physician was summoned
to administer a tranquilizer to
make it easier to maneuver
the young man through narrow
passageways lined with sharp
edges of shale that ripped the
sleeping bag in which he had
been placed. The constant
dripping of water in the
40-degree darkness made it a
miserable, muddy challenge.
When he was finally retrieved

from the ledge 600 feet below
the surface, Cowling was
unconscious and in critical
condition. A few days later,
a Deseret News staff writer
followed through and found
Cowling "soured on the deepest
cave in North America," even
though he said he would continue
spelunking.
"It isn't a sight-seeing cave,"
Cowling said. "It's the kind you
go into to see if you can get to
the bottom and come back out
again."
In his case, the getting out
part came none too soon, he
acknowledged.
Then-Salt Lake County
Commissioner John Preston
Creer called for a permanent,
locked covering for Neff and
it became a federal offense to
enter the cave without Forest
Service permission.
Alexis Kelner, one of the first
of the local spelunkers to reach
Cowling, later wrote an article
about the cave for a Utah sports
magazine.
He had not been able to
determine who first discovered
the cave after Salt Lake Valley
was settled by Mormon pioneers,
he wrote. Whomever it was,
he left behind a cumbersome
wooden ladder when he decided
the cave was beyond his abilities
- or desires. The ladder's remains
were found by later spelunkers.
In the 1950s, a group of five
University of Utah freshmen
decided to see what lay beyond

the first precipice of the cave,
Kelner wrote. Three of them
descended to the Great Pit, as it
was later named. Two remained
outside the cave, intending
to help pull their companions
up along the steeply inclined
passage with a rope.
When the group underground
dislodged a boulder, those on
top heard it crashing its way
down the cave passageway and
concluded the worst. Thinking
their friends were in trouble, they
hurried off to find help. When
those still in the cave got back
to the dangling rope and called
for assistance, they received no
answer. They couldn't climb the
rope because it was slippery from
the cave's leaky atmosphere.
They later recounted telling jokes
and singing songs as they waited
rescue.

the Grand Teton - in reverse,"
reported Harold Goodro, a
member of the group.
Shortly afterward, the Deseret
News editorialized on the dangers
of the cave, advising that it be
sealed as being of "no value."
The Salt Lake Tribune disagreed,
saying "it may yet prove useful,
most useful" even if only for a
refuge in the case of nuclear war
- a pervasive fear in that era.
The October 1956 explorations
finally defined the cave more
thoroughly and found it to be
much less deep than had been
estimated by early explorers, who

reported it to be up to 2,000 feet
deep.
The 1957 clipping announcing
Neff to be the deepest cave in
the United States was the last
in the Deseret News file. The
general public lost interest in the
cave. But National Forest Service
ranger Mike Sieg told the Deseret
News there still are occasional
requests by experienced
local cavers for entry into the
mountain cavern.
They can always say they've
been in the fifth deepest cave in
the country.

Sixteen hours later, they
were pulled from the hole and
greeted by large numbers of
deputy sheriffs, prison trustees,
photographers and others who
were just plain curious. It was,
they declared, the end of their
forays into Neff Cave.
In 1952, Dr. William R. Halliday,
then an intern at a Salt Lake
hospital, led a reconnaissance
group into the cave to gather
geological specimens and make
scientific observations. At one
point, the passage was so narrow
that they had to take off their
jackets to get through. They did
not go to the bottom because
they lacked both time and
equipment.
A year later, another group
went beyond the first but again
stopped short of the bottom.
Six months later, they returned
and in 14 hours reached the
bottom, where they discovered a
subterranean river.
"It was just like climbing

Hand Drawn Map of Neffs
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Music and the WMC
By Zig Sondelski, Mark Jones and Phyllis Anderson
The earliest evidence of music in the WMC shows up in the first series of Ramblers, as we see in the
October 1922 Rambler:
“The "Sing" Department RESOLVED that the Wasatch Mountain Club song shall not be "Tra La La" to
almost-any-tune any longer than possible. We've had a few contributions since our appeal in the first issue
but not enough. Speed up bunch!
As a little starter, here's a contribution received from Miss Lettice Warbal, to be sung to the tune of "Tuck
Me to Sleep in My Old Tucky Home." Shall we all sing it on the next trip?
Rock me to sleep in my Rocky Mountain Home!
Cover me with Western skies and when I choose to roam,
Let snow-capped peaks crown my path all the way;
For recreation, and vacation, here I want to stay!
I can’t see a bit of fun, riding trains and ships around,
I just want to roam along, under western skies.
Rock me to sleep in my Rocky Mountain Home,
Just let me lay there, stay there, never away to roam.”
The next year we read in the 1923 Rambler Yearbook: “SONGS AND YELLS, whatever the inspiration
that prompted "The Battle Hymn of the Republic,'' the old melody has rung down through the years and
many worthy and patriotic causes have been told of in songs to that soul-stirring tune. Today, the Wasatch
Mountain Club has woven the melody around a story of its own-the story of its progressive members,
the Brown family.” This Rambler also states about the Committee on Entertainment that “It shall be the
duty of this committee to arrange all entertainment programs, have charge of, and conduct a musical
department, songs, yells, lectures, etc.” It also mentions the “WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB ORCHESTRA If
you play an instrument or know anyone who does, please write or phone Bill Allen.”
The orchestra is mentioned again in the 1923 May Rambler: “MUSICAL NOTES. And now comes the
orchestra! Could there possibly be a more interesting addition to the club than the excellent orchestra that
has been in evidence on two occasions now-once at our March meeting, again at Hermitage and Vivian
Park.”
It is in the 1923-1924 Rambler that the Committee on Entertainment lists a Music Director, Jack Kent
and his duties. “It shall be the duty of this committee to arrange all entertainment programs, have charge
of, and conduct a musical department, songs, yells, lectures, etc.” Ten years later the WMC is looking for
additional talent as we find in the 1933 April Rambler: “We are always on the lookout for talent of any kind
in the club or out. If any of you can play the piano or any instrument, sing, dance, read, etc. please don’t be
bashful about it, but give us a hint.”
It was also in 1933 when the WMC Ladies Chorus was organized. (See the story by Mark Jones on the
WMC Chorus and the Schubert Singers in a separate article.) We have found little history beyond 1933
during the Great Depression and through WWII, but the following appeared in the September 1954
Rambler: “We all enjoy singing around the campfire on bus trips and hikes.
Most of us, however, soon exhaust our song-vocabulary and have to “start over,” crowd around one or
two songbooks, or let the few who know the words sing solo and duets. So - WMC is going to mimeograph
a 20-page book of its members’ favorite songs. Only the words will be included, so many songs can be
represented. The books will be distributed at the start of trips by the trip leader – before disbanding, they
will be returned to him. Members wishing to be on the committee to select the songs, please phone
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publications director, Elisabeth Larso."
The August 1955 Rambler contained a follow up report: “A committee lead by Elisabeth Larson has
compiled a song book for the Club. The books are not for sale, but will be part of each trip. Jerry Craig,
Jeanne Pinaire, Aaron Filler, Roger Dorrell, Ruby Obert, and Carol Jackson were responsible for getting the
collection together.”
We doubt this early committee envisioned the climbers’ song that was published nearly 20 years later in
the January 1973 Rambler.
‘Gory, Gory’
Written by Joel Wiley
Tune - "Glory, Glory, Hallelujah"
Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Chorus

Gory, gory, what a hellava way to die,
Gory, gory, what a hellava way to die,
Gory, gory, what a hellava way to die,
And they ain't gonna climb no more.
Will it go around the chockstone?
Yelled the belayer looking up.
Our hero feebly answered yes,
And inched his way on up.
He was trying to drive a piton
When his foothold crumbled out.
Oh, he ain't gonna climb no more.
He slid on down the chimney,
And he quickly gathered speed.
He shot right on past the belayer
Who'd forgotten the climbers creed,
An anchor to a piton
Would be all he'd ever need.
Oh, they ain't gonna climb no more.
The belayer felt the line go taut,
And tried to let it run,
But it pulled him from position,
And he knew his time had come.
He left the ledge behind him,
and it shot up toward the sun.
Oh, they ain't gonna climb no more.
They slid on down the chimney
'Till they passed the southern Col.
And they had such good exposure,
that it made a glorious fall.
And then they hit a friction pitch,
And slithered o’er the wall.
Oh, they ain’t gonna climb no more.

In 1977 the lodge got a piano. The story goes
back to the first Chamber Music Concert, which
was billed in the Sept. 1977 Rambler as follows:
“We have recruited a cross section of amateur
musicians affiliated with the club and are looking
forward to an evening in their company. Players and
listeners alike are most welcome to this event . . .”
This concert was the brainchild of Karin Caldwell
and she organized it in Sept. of each year for over
a decade. In Karin’s view, chamber music could
not be properly performed without a piano, so she
arranged to get a rental piano to the lodge, which
was not an easy task.
Martha Veranth took over from Karin in 1984,
and she related the story of piano movers in an
underpowered truck maneuvering the S curve and
asking if that was the worst of it. Not having the
heart to tell them about the dirt road to the lodge,
the answer was, “Yes”.
One fear of renting a piano was that it would
get snowed in at the lodge and rent would have to
be paid for the entire winter. A notice was printed
in the Rambler to see if someone had a piano to
donate for the lodge. Noel and Klancy de Nevers
offered one from their basement on the condition
that professional movers did the job. A piano
tuner inspected the piano and deemed it worthy
of moving. He also removed the action (connects
the keys to the hammers) for safety and to lighten
the load a bit. Once the piano was successfully
deposited and tuned at the lodge, a wooden box
was built to house it and a light bulb was wired
inside to mitigate the extreme temperature swings.
Sadly, over the years lodge renters kept breaking
the lock on the box to see what was inside. The
piano survived, however, despite the loss of its
storage box and damage to the finish. It is still
played although it has not been tuned in some time.
Martha continued to organize the Chamber Music
Concert until 1989, at which time she introduced
the John Muir Birthday Party, celebrating Scottish
conservationist John Muir with an evening of
Scottish Country Dancing to a live band. This party
also became an annual event for over a decade.
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Beginning with the 1990s, club members have enjoyed sing-a-longs (allow us to use “SAL”). According
to Frank Bernard, when he joined the WMC in 1993 and he was bicycling, among other activities, there
was the desire to do more socializing than what was possible on the bicycle rides. The idea was proposed
that members get together for potluck dinners and add some singing after the food disappeared. Having
started to play the guitar while in college, Frank offered to get them going. The SAL was as much a social
as a music event; i.e., talking continued in the background while the singers tried to drown them out.
These gatherings were first held at Frank’s house on Center Street in Salt Lake City but soon moved
elsewhere since parking was limited in Frank’s neighborhood. Patti O’Keefe was social director at the time
and she offered use of her rec room, which had the benefit of better parking. Other hosts over the years
have been Bart and La Rae Bartholoma, Randy Long, Judene Shelley, and sometime Don and Angie Vincent
or Pam Stalnaker. Fred Tripp coordinated the schedule for a good while. SALs started out monthly from 7
to 10 PM, as some people were quite excited about the singing, socializing and meals. But as things settled
down and people became distracted, the SALs were scheduled quarterly. The sessions were BYOB as well
as your own chair and food. Weather permitting, the activities were often held outside.

Under the Parachute 2012 at Bartholome's (Pic by La Rae)

Christmas Sing-A-Long 2017 at Bartholome's (pic by La Rae)

The parties had as many as 20 or 30 people,
which made for great meals and plenty of voices.
To help out the singers and players, Frank got the
song book “Rise Up and Sing” and several others.
Subsequently, he assembled song books with
lyrics for singers and chords for guitar players
by using scissors and tape to cut and paste the
original copy. As the handmade books grew, a
Table of Contents was added, and enough copies
were made for everyone. The book continues to
evolve, based on what gets sung the most.
About 1997, the SAL had gotten involved with the
Turkey Snowshoe / Christmas Party at the lodge.
Of course, the music shifted toward carols for this.
Turkeys and hams were started in the ovens while
most went snowshoeing and others attended to
meal preparation. 2005 was a turning point, when
the water line froze, and the party moved down to
the valley to members' homes thereafter.
Bart and La Rae Bartholoma got involved with
the SAL early on as they were active in other
musical happenings with the WMC. The two met
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Frank's Master Song Book

Frank's Cut and Paste Song
Book Table of Contents

at a lodge party in 1994 while dancing. Bart is a DJ
and square dance caller and quite a dancer. He also
had a sound system, which he brought up to the
lodge parties. When the snow came, Bart would
haul two speakers and an amplifier on his back
from the parking lot to the lodge, post holing all
the way. Switching over to a toboggan saved trips
but the toboggan could get out of control.

Bart Packing Sound System to the Lodge (Pic by La Rae)

Toboggon Pushing La Rae Up to Lodge 2004 (Pic by Bart)

In addition to voices, some people brought musical instruments like guitars (Bart, Frank, and Don
Vincent, who later switched to keyboard), and spoons (Bart). Brothers Bob and Richard Peterson (guitar
and keyboard) often joined in, though not club members. There was a banjo or flute on occasion. La Rae
shared a story about a dog search that happened when the flautist’s guide dog disappeared. Members
searched a five-block area to no avail, only to return and find the dog next door, having gotten through a
gap in the fence.
For several years Carol Kalm led a musical hike where musicians with reasonably portable
instruments and music to share hiked to a suitable scenic spot for an informal playing session. After
one musical hike, Dennis Caldwell produced a trip writeup in the form of a concert review, including the
suggestion that hike ratings would now need to include musical proficiency, "NTD: mastery of major and
minor scales up to 3 sharps or flats" and that "in keeping with the prohibition on wheeled vehicles in
wilderness areas, pianos will not be allowed on musical hikes."
Over the years, the lodge has hosted countless music sessions, including Coffee Houses and concerts
organized by Guy Benson with the Intermountain Acoustic Music Association. You could join in with
your instrument provided you didn’t get them off key or off the beat.
With music came dancing, always popular at club events. In addition to Scottish country dancing
(groups of couples) and Contra (two lines with a caller), there were folk dance parties, rock and roll
dances, dancing at the nomination banquets, and countless dances in connection with theme parties
like the Western Party and the Halloween Party. There were live bands at most of these functions until
the cost became prohibitive and Disc Jockeys became standard – especially our own club member Rob
Snow and the Time Lords of Rock N Roll.
So music has been a part of WMC activities from the beginning. It is not uncommon for singing and
instruments to show up around campfires on river trips, car camps and backpacks. So continue our
tradition and sing around the campfire or when hiking, bicycling, boating or whatever.
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The Wasatch Mountain
Club Chorus
AKA The Schubert Singers by Mark Jones
The Wasatch Mountain Club (WMC) Chorus was
organized in 1933. In the April Rambler from 1933
we find a reference to the first program of the
WMC Chorus: “SUNDAY PROGRAM “Doxology" sung
by congregation, Doris Jones, accompanist. Girls
Chorus… directed by Virginia Rushton.” The next
year we find a program for the next concert listed
on Friday, January 26, 1934 at the Art Barn in Salt
Lake City. It lists 20 members directed by Albert J.
Southwick.
The next report about the Chorus is found in the
1935 April Rambler: “Ladies of the Chorus - - An
orchid to you!! Your second annual concert was
even better than the first. Our Compliments to Mr.
Southwick! Knowing from experience the difficulty
of keeping a group of girls in line on hike or ski trip,
the admirable way in which they responded to
his slightest beck and call speaks volumes for the
power of the baton and the man, Sing on! Charming
songsters - - Chant the praises of our Club and we
will respond with hearty applause for our Ladies of
the Chorus - -.“ While this report states that this was
the “second annual concert”, we can clearly see in
the first paragraph that there were two concerts
before this one. A program from our archive lists
this WMC Ladies Chorus Concert on Wednesday,
February 13, 1935 with 21 members directed by
Albert J. Southwick.

Wasatch Mountain Club Ladies Chorus circa 1935 (WMC Collection)
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The next reference is in the 1940 May Rambler:
“GIRLS' CHORUS. After its seventh annual concert
and dance held at Memory House, the twentyfifth of April, the Wasatch Mountain Club Ladies
Chorus is preparing for another year of study under
the direction of Albert J. Southwick. All Club girls
who are interested in this fine art will find it well
worth their while to belong to this group. They
are sincerely requested to secure full information
about the chorus from one of the following officers:
Phyllis Cook Sutton, President; Louise A. Wormdahl,
Treasurer; Leona Holt, Secretary. You are urged to join
now so that you may receive full benefit from the
year's training.”
Loretta Bartlett writes in the 1942 February
Rambler: “The Wasatch Mountain Club Ladies
Chorus is busy getting ready for its ninth annual
concert which will be given sometime in May and
which will be followed by a dance. Under Mr. Albert
J. Southwick's able direction, the members are
obtaining a fine musical education. All girls in the
Club are eligible for membership in the chorus and
new members can still join in time to participate in
this year's concert.”
Form the April 1993 Rambler, WMC historian
Dale Green writes: ”Fifty years ago in the Wasatch
Mountain Club (From the Broad of Directors
Minutes). April 1943, Through the efforts of Edith
Green, the Board appropriated $10.00 for the
Wasatch Mountain Club Girl's Chorus annual concert.
Free tickets were available to members from Wolfe's
store.”
In 1946 the WMC Chorus changed its name
to the Schubert Singers. A brief history is given
in a program from the Spring Festival, April 19,
2013. “The Schubert Singers is Salt Lake Valley's
longest continuous performing ladies choir. We are
celebrating 80 years together this year. The Wasatch
Mountain Club Ladies Chorus was organized in
1933. During its early formative years, the chorus
featured the choral arrangements of Franz Schubert.
In 1946, to further honor this great composer, the
chorus changed its name to The Schubert Singers.
We usually sing one of Schubert's songs for each
performance. The choir features a wide variety of
musical styles including classical, spiritual, popular,
patriotic, and Broadway show tunes. Jane Calder has
accompanied the choir for 31 years, and is retiring
this year. Jane Wilde has accompanied the choir for
10 years, and we hope, for many years to come.”

Canyon Songbook
By Martin McGregor
The Centennial Committee is honored to introduce this songbook. Over a period of some
years, club member Martin McGregor has written this wonderful book of 21 songs about our
local canyons. As part of our centennial celebration, Martin has graciously made the collection
available to the WMC. The following example, Wasatch Hiking March, is Martin’s favorite song.
If you would like the entire songbook, the songbook will be available to Wasatch Mountain Club
members and can be downloaded on the WMC website.












             



    





  



  
    



  
 




     
               

  
  

    





















  
 



    
















 




  

















     




    



  








   
          
     


















 
 
      









  
 

     






   
 

 

 




  
  






        










      



           
        











       
 
   






          
 



                      


 

      



   

 








  

  

        
       




 
                          
  
 

            
       




   
       
        
  
    
  


























 
 









Wasatch Hiking March (standard arrangement)
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2020 WMC Centennial
In 2020, the WMC turns 100
Join in the year of celebration!
To participate...
Become a member or renew
your membership this year
& join in the Centennial
Celebration https://www.
wastchmountainclub.org/join
Attend Centennial
Celebration Events (listed
below) https://www.
wasatchmountainclub.org/
centennial-key-dates Events
may be rescheduled
Purchase centennial
merchandise from our Online
Centennial Store: https://
donelle-benson.square.site/
home

Sponsor the Centennial
Events through one of
many levels of sponsorship
available https://www.
wasatchmountainclub.org/
centennial/sponsor-levels
Donate to the WMC
Centennial Scholarship
Fund. The WMC is creating a
lasting legacy by establishing
a permanent Education
Endowment at the U of
U. Learn more about the
endowment and donate
https://wasatchmountainclub.
org/centennial/educationendowment

WMC Centennial Pendant
As we approach the conclusion of the Wasatch
Mountain Club Centennial, consider this special offer
from WMC Member and fine jeweler Jeff Munger. Jeff
designed this sterling silver, custom, made-to-order
WMC Centennial Pendant.
$250 (includes a sterling silver chain)
A portion of your purchase will be donated to the WMC
Education Endowment.

To place your order, contact Jeff Munger at Jeff Munger
jeff@payneanthony.com, or call 801-809-2135
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Advertise in The Rambler.
Our goal is to produce color
issues of The Rambler all
months throughout the
Centennial. If you would like
to reach our 1,000+ members,
and hundreds of prospective
members, consider running
ads in The Rambler. All
ad revenue goes directly
to support The Rambler
publication costs https://
www.wasatchmountainclub.
org/the-rambler

Become a Life Member in 2020
Life Members are recognized for their continuous membership and service in the Wasatch Mountain Club.
There are currently 57 Life Members in the Wasatch Mountain Club. With over125 regular members that
are potentially eligible to become Life Members, we challenge those members that qualify to apply for Life
Member status. If you’ve been considering applying, the centennial year is a great time to give it a shot.

Requirements to Become a Life Member
25 years of continuous dues paying membership
Service on the Board of Directors OR accumulated service of 100 hours in organization and/or leadership
of WMC activities/functions
Submission of a written application to the WMC Board describing your service, qualification & the
importance or the WMC in your life. Approval of your application by the Board.
Approval of your application by vote at a general membership meeting (September 13, 2020)

Life Member Privileges
Free membership* - Life Member Status - New Centennial Life Member Patch
Life Member Liaison Contact
Cheryl Soshnik 435-649-9008 csoshnik@yahoo.com
*Though you no longer pay dues as a life member, we welcome you to continue to contribute to the club through
service, participation and donation
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December 2020 Activity Calendar
We are cautiously opening up the calendar for club organizers and club members who are supportive
of and committed to implementing the current Utah State Health Department guidelines. However,
conditions, protocols, and individual health can change quickly. At the time of publication, Utah has declared
a state of emergency through November 23rd. Please watch the online calendar for activity updates.
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WMC 25-Year Time Capsule
The WMC Centennial Planning Committee has
been planning and executing the celebration of our
first 100 years. We are also looking forward to the
next 100 years. Part of this effort is to create a time
capsule to be opened at our 125-year anniversary!
The time capsule is a 16” W x 20” L x 16”H metal
box that will be locked and sealed, and stored at the
Lodge after being filled with items commemorating
our centennial year and also with items from you,
our members. (Thanks for donating your boating
dry box Donnie.)
Now we request your help to fill the capsule. You
are invited to write at least a half page to share your
story. Write about: yourself, what you have done to
participate in the centennial, what you have done
this year, pictures with descriptions, how 2020
has been for you, your thoughts and feelings about
politics, weather, etc., and anything else you would
like to share with future members. Any small item
(with a description) that you would like to include in
our time capsule will also be considered.
All Activity Directors… please write about your
planned centennial activities and how all of your
activities worked out this year.
Please email what you write to zig.sondelski@
gmail.com. Pictures, items and private/sealed
letters to the future (if you prefer) can be delivered
to Julie at her office located at 2410 West California
Avenue (1300 S) during normal business hours.
Electronic media will likely be too outdated to be
read, but we will include some anyhow. We would
like to have all of your items and letters before
December 31.
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Some paper items we plan to include in our time
capsule are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

set of 2020 Ramblers
copy of the governor’s proclamation
face mask with explanation
toilet paper with explanation
copy of membership list
picture of COVID-19 virus
list of centennial planning committee
members
copy of centennial outline
copy of 2020 budget
copy of agenda and minutes for centennial
planning meeting
newspaper

Other items we plan to include are:
•
•
•

cell phone (If you have a failed
outdated recent one, please donate it)
GPS (If you have a failed/outdated recent
one, please donate it)
Small pink flamingo mascot from boating

Thanks for your help and please let us know if you
think of other items to include. Anyone having time
capsule experience/suggestions or ideas about
cleaning and painting and sealing the box, please
contact Zig at zig.sondelski@gmail.com or text
801-230-3623.
The box for our time capsule (before cleaning and
painting)
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AESM_ParkCityRVResort_FullPanel_final.pdf
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WMC Centennial Oral History Project 2020
By Cindy Smith and Mark Jones
With the Wasatch Mountain Club (WMC) Centennial year and at the urging of
President, Julie Kilgore, an effort was launched to record WMC history. Part of that
effort, and the focus of this article, was obtaining oral histories of our older club
members with a monetary grant from Utah Humanities and the Utah Division of
State History obtained by Cindy (Crass) Smith.
Utah Humanities put us in touch with Matthew Jason Green (and Jacob
Northcutt) of the American West Center, and their supervisor, Gregory Smoak.
They conducted nine in person and videoconferences with eleven longtime club
members: Milt Hollander on backcountry skiing and mountaineering; Charles and
Emily Hall on early boating; Mark Jones on general history and club activities; Will
McCarvill on conservation; Marlene Francis and Donna Urbanek on their relatives,
club founders the Stoney brothers; Robert Myers on the lodge; Bruce Christenson,
storyteller; David Smith on climbing and the lodge; and Marilyn Bickley about
biking and Bob Wright trips. Vicky McDaniel spent MANY hours transcribing the
interviews, donating half of her time. At the behest of Dr. Greg Thompson, the
tapes and transcripts will be archived in the University of Utah Marriott Library
Special Collections.
As part of the Utah Humanities grant, Jedediah Rogers and Matthew Jason Green
presented the 2020 Utah State History Conference Panel: Wasatch Mountain
Club Centennial Oral History Project (watch at https://youtu.be/9rU92xBX6lo.)
Participants were Julie Kilgore, Mark Jones, Cheryl Soshnik and Phyllis Anderson.
Topics addressed club history and purpose; change in recreational pursuits over
the history of the club, particularly skiing; boating and rafting and changes in
technology; conservation; and lodge history and activities.
It is our hope we will have a December closing event and the WMC can be
highlighted and honored then. If not, we will do so in 2021.
Special thanks go to Matt Green, Michelle Judd and Vicky McDaniel for the
enormous amount of time they spent on this project.
And importantly, sincere thanks go to Utah Humanities and the Utah Division of
State History for their support of this project.
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Winter Sports Message
Greetings winter enthusiasts! We’re hopeful that
we can have a somewhat normal winter sports
season given the circumstances. The backcountry
crowds will likely be higher this season so organizers
may want to think about less popular destinations,
days and start times. There are a number of useful
links on the club website under ski or snowshoe tabs
and there are some good avalanche safety videos
on the Know Before You Go website (https://kbyg.
org/). Feel free to contact either of us if you have
suggestions, questions or concerns for the upcoming
season. Bring on the snow!
Steve Duncan, Winter Sports Director
Lisa Verzella, Skiing Coordinator

Nominating Committee for the 2021 Wasatch Mountain
Club (WMC) Board of Directors Election
The 2021 Nominating Committee members are Carrie Clark, Steve Leitch and Petra Brittner. Each year, this
committee oversees the annual election of the WMC Board of Directors. The next election will occur at the
membership meeting in February 2021.
Serving on the WMC Board of Directors is a worthwhile and rewarding undertaking. The WMC is most
grateful to its current and former Board of Directors and encourages its members to consider filling a
position. If interested in serving on the Board, please contact the Nominating Committee by email at
info@wasatchmountainclub.org or by leaving a phone message at 801-463-9842. Your information will be
promptly forwarded to the Committee.
We are currently seeking candidates for Trustee, Co-Secretary, and Publications Director.
Additionally, members may submit their names for any of the Board of Directors roles. For a list of the
Governing Board, please follow this link https://wasatchmountainclub.org/governing-board
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.
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The Wasatch Mountain Club
Centennial Blood Drive
Article Written by Tony Hellman, WMC Blood Drive Organizer
Congratulations to the WMC! The club surpassed the
goal of 100 pints with the cooperation and generous
donations by so many members. Total volume was 6.75
gallons of blood donated!

The WMC did 108 Pints this year, Impacting 324 Patients
Stay Safe And We Will See You In 2021!

The third and final WMC blood drive was conducted on
October 20 from 2:30 to 8 pm. We had 37 donations
including new donors. The Red Cross congratulates the
club as the WMC as follows:

What will the club do for an encore? I have two
suggestions. Let's continue this into 2021 as the need
won't go away. We could name it "ONWARD and UPWARD
in 2021". Secondly, Perhaps we can do a club-wide push
for organ donor signups.

OUT

D

May all our WMC members continue to ensure the "gift
of life" Many thanks to Donnie Benson, Julie Kilgore,
Greg Libriici, Giulia Roselli, and Tony Hellman for their
countless hours of support.

ST

AN

AR

You had 37 people donate = 102 Patients Can Be
Impacted From Your “GIFT” Within the next 3 days, with
you had 15 “First Time Donors” (WOW-We always hope
they will become Life Time Donors!)

W

A BIG Thank You For A Wonderful Blood Drive At Such A
Needy Time!

As an added bonus, a free Covid 19 Antibody test was
given to all participants.

DIN

G S E RVI C

E

A

This award recognizes you as an extraordinary
Blood Program Partner who stood with the American Red Cross
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Your dedicated support was essential in our mission
to help save lives across the country through blood donation.

Thank you.

Gail McGovern, President and CEO

2020

Blood Program Partner
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Celebrate the legacy

Giving

by

In 2020, Wasatch Mountain Club turns

100! We have a year of celebration with
many ways you can participate!

■ Attend a Centennial Event
— January 27: Centennial Kick-Off
— May 13: Anniversary Party
— December 5: Closing/Holiday Party
For a full list of Centennial activities, visit
WasatchMountainClub.org
■ Donate to WMC Centennial Education
Endowment Fund: Create a lasting
legacy at the University of Utah. Details
on our website. Use this form to receive
Thank-You gifts, or donate online.
■ Donate to Centennial Events
Offset celebration obligations by using this
form to receive Thank-You gifts!
■ Advertise in The Rambler: If you or
someone you know has a business that
would like to reach our 1,000 members
plus hundreds of other readers, e-mail
Rambler@WasatchMountainClub.org
WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB
1390 SOUTH 1100 EAST, SUITE #103
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84105-2462
801-463-9842
info@WasatchMountainClub.org

Let Us THANK YOU for Your Donation!
NAME:

PHONE:

ADDRESS:
THANK-YOU GIFT

DONATION X NO.

=

Embroidered Cent. Patch

$5

x

=

Cent. Koozie w/ Biner

$5

x

=

SUBTTL

CENTENNIAL EDUCATION ENDOWMENT FUND (WMC LOGO ITEMS)

Cent. Drink Coasters (2)

Cent. Canvas Tote 14x14x4”

Cent. Reusable Silicone Cup
Cent. 2020 Calendar

$5
$10
$10
$10

Ladies’ Centennial T-shirt, Bright Blue

x
x
x
x

=
=
=
=

__S __M __L __XL __2XL

$20

x

=

__S __M __L __XL __2XL

$20

x

=

Cent. Baseball Cap, White

$20

x

=

Men’s Centennial T-shirt, Charcoal Gray
Cent. Journal Notebook

Cent. Baseball Cap, Green

$20
$20

x
x

=
=

Centennial Buff® Neck Gaiter

$20

x

=

Cent. Fleece Winter Cap

$30

x

=

Centennial Visor

Cent. Wide-brim Hat

$20

$30

Hiking the Wasatch AUTOGRAPHED $30
Ski History of Utah AUTOGRAPHED $30
Donation (NO GIFT NEEDED)

x

x

x
x

PLEASE SPECIFY

=

=

=
=

=

SPONSORED PRODUCTS FOR CENTENNIAL EVENT SUPPORT

Sandal-toe Socks PAIR

$5

x

=

Club Classic Logo Mug

$5

x

=

Mini Cotton Towel

$5

x

Neoprene Toe Warmers PAIR

$10

x

=

Glacier Glove Head Cover

$15

x

=

Fleece Neck Warmer

$10

x

=

Buff® Neck Gaiter (VARIOUS)

$15

x

=

Heater Headband

$20

x

=

Glacier Gloves PAIR

“Turtle” Flip Mittens PAIR

Donation (NO GIFT NEEDED)

$20
$25

x
x

PLEASE SPECIFY

SHIPPING/HANDLING (if delivery is needed)
DONATION GRAND TOTAL:
MAIL FORM/CHECKS TO: WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB
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=

=
=

=

=

$5.00

$__________

WMC Centennial Scholarship Fund
The Wasatch Mountain Club
is making a lasting legacy in
commemoration of the centennial
year. Past WMC President John
Veranth has worked closely with
the University of Utah to establish
an endowed scholarship fund at
the University of Utah to support
students in the Parks, Recreation
and Tourism department pursuing
degrees focused in environmental
health and community outdoor
recreation.

GOAL REACHED!
We have officially reached our
goal of $25,000 thanks to your
generous support! If you would
still like to contribute, you can
do so at the link below and
select your gift from page 38!

The PRT program is part of the
College of Health. The program
inspires students to inform policy,
serve social needs, promote
sustainability, and advocate for the
health of people, communities, and
the environment. This is closely
aligned with the purpose statement
of the WMC.
$25,000 is required to establish
the endowment, but our goal is to
establish a $50,000 endowment
that can continue to be funded year
after year. The U of U distributes ~3%
endowment fund balances annually,
depending on investment returns.
Donations made through the WMC
will not be tax deductible (we are a
non-profit membership organization,
but not a 501(c)(3)). Donations
made directly to the U of U will
be tax deductible and you will be
credited as a donor to the U of U.
Fun centennial items are available
in exchange for endowment
donations (hats, shirts, journals,
patches, coasters, mugs, koozies,
etc.) Additionally, any sponsorship
funds remaining over and above the
cost of the Centennial events will be
directed to the endowment.

Donate to the WMC
Centennial Scholarship
at the University of Utah
online!
https://wasatchmountainclub.
org/centennial-educationendowment

$25,229
December

$24,229
November

$20,300

September

$15,090
July
$14,000

$16,500
August
$14,200
May

February

$10,000
February

2019
$5,500

$11,500
March
$7,500
January

Wasatch Mountain Club Endowment Fund Goal
WMC 39
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50 Years Ago in the Rambler
Transcribed by Donn Seeley, WMC trustee
CLUB ACTIVITIES FOR DECEMBER 1970
Dec 11
Fri

Dec 31
Thurs

BRIGHTON TO ALTA MOONLIGHT TOUR via CATHERINE PASS
Intermediate Rating.
The terrain is not difficult and is relatively safe. In the daylight this tour is quite varied and
reveals pleasant woodlands, snow covered high mountain lakes, craggy mountain ridges,
and long open snow fields with a variety of slopes. With the good fortune of a bright moon,
the tour should have a special fascination. For some, the inducement of helping to close
the Alta bars will quicken their efforts. Meet at the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon at
6:30 p.m. Leader: Steve Swanson [...]
NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
We are planning to have a SUPER party this last day of the year! $3 for members ($5 for
non-members) buys the entire evening. An additional couple of dollars for the “fishes”,
dancing, snacks, and “refreshments” are included in the price. Fun begins at 9 p.m. Bring
your skis and stay overnight for the best skiing ever New Years Day. Call by Tuesday the
29th so we can plan accordingly [...] Ann George will give details.

A CAVE-IN by Yenta Kaufman
What is a Cave-In? It’s a happening with 16 people exploring the mostly horizontal twisting and turning mile of
Logan Cave for 5 carbide lamp lit hours. Many, spelunking neophytes, discovered it combined the joys of hiking,
rock scrambling, stream straddling — squeezing through foot-wide passageways, burrowing through “impassable”
holes... or perhaps slithering a bit, muddily. In short, it provides a new dimension on the exploratory horizon... the
mating of mountain goat and mole... A marriage of inconvenience unless accompanied by a cyclops-dragon. A
bright yellow fire-eye to light the way... A carbide brass lamp, attached to hard hat, it frees hands to grope along
damp walls or reach for holds in rocks above...
We didn’t even have to say “open sesame” to enter. We just walked right into the mountain on a path easy
enough to allow time to adjust to lamps. Then there was a little stream and straddle time... No one had warned us
of the giant birds which swooped over our heads... cowering in fear we realized it was only Superleader Earl Hansen
and several other long legged creatures balancing on ledges above to avoid the stream. A cry of dismay rent the
air as Perry Walters, overstraddling, rent his pants from stem to stern, proving that people as well as mountains
can have faulty seams. Several times a voice from the vanguard at the top of rocks would plaintively call out that
there was no opening to continue, but Earl would swoop ahead and soon sing out to come on, and pop people into
impossible little passageways at incredible angles (one with an upward reverse!). Everyone was most cooperative
about assisting from fore and aft with the prodding, pulling, shoving or tugging sometimes required. The drama of
the cave... the sight of all those great firefly lights dancing behind, or, close up, illuminating the crystals, creating
shadowy images everywhere; the dampness and darkness, and stillness were memorable experiences. Lunch time
at cave’s end where it finally opened into about a 10 foot wide “room” was also a chance to renew our lamps, with
fogging breaths punctuating our conversation. Daphne Hansen produced an incredible amount of fried chicken
which was generously passed around to those who felt they could squeeze back through the footwide passageway
safely... Gerhard Henschel was a very popular fellow on this trip... everyone wanted him just behind, as he was the
only one with a battery lamp. We were all very close together as we climbed. Earl and Ann’s son, David Colette, and
his friend Pat Higginson deserve special praise for being such great assistants and good company. Needless to say
that we all emerged muddy but unbowed, thanks to Earl’s fine instruction and help.
P.S. What a great place for a Halloween Party, clix!!
Cave Men and Women... Earl Hansen, leader, and Ann; Perry Walters, Al Abramson, Derek, Lon and Daphne Hansen,
Wolf Snyder, David Colette, Pat Higginson, Lew Choules, Harold Bingham, Benita Jackson, Gerhard Henschel and Clix
Byrne and Yenta Kaufman.
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Shane & newbies from class on approach to Whisper Canyon

Trip Report:
2020 Moab Canyoneering
Rendezvous
October 8–11, 2020
Photos and trip report by Irene Yuen
Under the dedicated efforts of WMC
Canyoneering Coordinator Shane Wallace, the third
annual WMC Canyoneering Rendezvous was rolled
out in the gorgeous slot canyons in the Moab area
October 8-11. Approximately 83 canyoneering
enthusiasts enjoyed the mild 80 degrees
temperature weather while getting on rope,
rappelling, off rope, down climbing, and descending
the spectacular scenery of red rocks and carved
slot canyons.
On Friday, Shane, assisted by Dana, provided a
free training course for participants to learn and
refresh skills in tying various knots, as well as gain
more knowledge on techniques and equipment.
The hands-on workshop was well attended by over
20+ canyoneers. We also learned to make our own
purcell prusik safety tether and received insight
on solving problems and overcoming obstacles
encountered in a canyon.
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Above triple natural bridge in Whisper Canyon

The success of the 2020 Rendezvous is
highlighted by the awesome leaders with abundant
canyon selections, Saturday evening’s gear raffle,
and tasting Shane’s world-renowned homemade
crepes. It’s exhilarating to hear your name called
out after a ticket was drawn. Saturday evening,
we social distancing gathered under the stars
in our facial coverings to share stories with new
and old friends. One could hear the sounds of
laughers, screams, and chatters throughout the
campground’s tent sites. Although the potluck
was cancelled, without disappointment and as
promised, we were rewarded with packages of
delicious hand-crafted crepes prepared by Shane
and Dana.
Because of the tremendous efforts of Shane,
who devoted time and energy to plan, organize, and
develop the 2020 Rendezvous, the canyoneering
enthusiasts experienced camaraderie, trust,
cooperation, cohesiveness, unique friendships, and
teamwork. A huge “Thank You” to Shane Wallace!!!

Shane & Chris

Dinner with Shane’s famous crepes

Happy canyoneers

Austin & Rebecca rigging the rappel with Irene above the Colorado River
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Trip Report:
Hike – Provo East Peak
October 10, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Barb Gardner &
Akiko Kamimura
We made the lowest Wasatch 11er, Provo East
Peak (11,044 ft) from Bartholomew Canyon. It was
the first club hike for Megan. Matt R, who was a club
member a decade ago and currently lives in Idaho,
also joined us. We parked at the water tank and
walked on the road 1.7 miles. There was a trail from
the end of the road.
To go up to the southeast ridge of Provo East Peak,
we took a wrong way and ended up doing significant
bushwhacking on the very steep slope. When we
were 30 minutes away from the peak, Barb, Shasta
(Barb’s dog) and Megan turned around because
Megan really wanted to go down and Shasta ran out
of water. The rest of us, Daisy, Stanley, Dave, Matt L,
Matt R and Akiko, continued on the ridge and made
the peak for the first time. It was windy at the peak.
But we had a great time at the summit to enjoy the
views and had lunch. The descending was much
easier because we could figure out a much better
route to go down. The fall colors were gorgeous. Red,

yellow and orange colored leaves were magnificent.
We agreed that it was one of the most beautiful
hikes of the year. The hike took 8 hours and 30
minutes in total including breaks (distance – 8.38
miles, total elevation gain – 4,980 ft).

Peak photo. From left – Akiko, Matt R, Matt L, Stanley, Daisy and Dave.

Descending from Provo East Peak. From left – Stanley, Matt L, Daisy
and Dave.
Daisy taking photos of beautiful fall colors
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Scrubbing on the Elephant Snot

Trip Report:
Tons of (garbage) and activity (graffiti) and a new
trailhead at Mount Olympus
October 14, 2020
Report by Ronna Cohen
The dress code was Black Tie Optional for the
October 14 evening collection of trash at the
Mount Olympus Trailhead. Many thanks to all who
helped and enjoyed the dress code. No money and
no mattresses were found but still a successful
evening of the never ending battle of the trash.
Nancy and Jeff Munger get the alert award for
calling the police as several taggers hit the top of
Pete’s Rock. Unfortunately, they were gone when
the patrols arrived. They left much to be cleaned.
Both the Mount O Trash Angels and the Wasatch
Graffiti Busters gathered on Friday, November 6 to
clean Pete’s Rock.
Somewhere around 50 gallons of water was
carried by intrepid volunteers to the staging area
on the east side of the top of Pete’s Rock. Thanks

to Karen, Jeff, Steve D, Steve G, Kristen, Dave,
Roger, and Ronna. Special thanks to Matt who
just returned from a year in Afghanistan. With
several trips up to Pete’s Rock, he was looking for a
workout and hoisted enormous amounts of water
in his pack and 6 gallons in each hand.
Pete, Bob, John, and Hailey with the Wasatch
Graffiti Busters had rigged ropes at the tagging.
Elephant Snot, an environmentally friendly solution
that removes paint, was scrubbed on. Then, the
battery operated power washers cleaned the rock.
After four hours of work, the site was almost
cleaned with limited hints of the graffiti. The
remainders will be spray painted.
Frustrating, yes. This is not the first, not the last
time. The belief is that taggers will go away if their
work doesn’t get displayed.
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Group photo at Devil’s Eye. From left – Mark, Stanley, Akiko and Matt.

Matt and Stanley going up on the steep slope.

Devil’s Eye arch.

Trip Report:
Hike – Devil’s Eye
October 17, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Matt Luntz &
Akiko Kamimura
Devil’s Eye (8,500 ft) is a small bump that has
a remarkable hidden arch near the mouth of
American Fork. We started from the parking lot
at the mouth. We probably made the hike as hard
as possible at the beginning – we missed the trail.
The route that we took was very steep, involved
class 3 scrambles, and had a number of bumps.
However, the route also offered several interesting
stuffs on some of the bumps. Here are several
examples - The first one was a flagpole with a
solar light. The pole had a folded high school or
scout flag. The second one included a religious
statue and a mailbox that had a nice notebook. It
looked like this place had been frequently visited.
The third one was a rocky bump with a flagpole
(no flag on it). In addition, we saw many unique
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Matt with the flagpole.

rick formations. Right before we made Devil’s Eye,
we saw that wildfires just started in the Provo
area. The arch of Devil’s Eye is really hidden. We
did not see it until we got there. For all of us, it
was the first time to see the arch. We did not want
to go back the same way for descending and went
down toward Preston Canyon. We encountered
significant bushwhacking but finally found a
trail. The hike took 10 hours 45 minutes in total
including breaks – quite long for the distance (7.84
miles). The cumulative elevation gain was 5,022 ft.

Trip Report:
Hike – Bald Mine Peak & Bald Mt in the Nebo Wilderness
October 18, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
We bagged two rarely climbed Wasatch 10,000
feet peaks – Bald Mine Peak (10,421 ft) and Bald Mt
(10,913 ft) – in the Nebo Wilderness. For all of us, it
was the first time to hike to those peaks. We met at
the Nebo Monument Trailhead and drove on the dirt
road as much as we could before the road became
too rough. We started hiking at the elevation 9,045
ft and followed the road approximately 1.6 miles.
Then, we went up on the short steep slope to make
Bald Mine Peak. The peak had a wood sign of “NE
COR LITTLE EVA #5.” There was no mailbox. The
views from the peak were wonderful but hazy due
to the smokes from the wildfires in the Provo area.
From Bald Mine Peak, we made a plan of a route to
go to Bald Mt. The southwest ridge looked fine to
climb but might include exposures. So we decided
to traverse to the saddle of the southeast ridge that
has a gentle slope to the summit. The route to the
saddle involved class 2 scrambles. The true summit
was behind the false one. At the summit, we saw a
geological survey No. 2 but did not find No. 1. The
mailbox at Bald Mt was not in good shape. We did
not open it. To descend from Bald Mt, we followed
a gentle slope on the county line between Utah
Co and Juab Co. It was a wonderful fall hike in nice
weather. The hike took 5 hours and 10 minutes in
total including breaks (distance – 5.46 miles, total
elevation gain – 3,217 ft).

Group photo at Bald Mine Peak. From left – Jim, Jenny and Akiko.

Group photo at Bald Mt. From left – Jim, Jenny and Akiko.
Jim taking photos from Bald Mt and smokes from the wildfires in
the Provo area.
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Trip Report:
Hike – Cobabe Peak, James Peak & Peak 8880
October 24, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
We bagged three peaks in the Powder Mountain
Ski Resort – Cobabe Peak (9,004 ft), James Peak
(9,421 ft) and Peak 8880. For all of us, it was the
first time to make those peaks. Cobabe Peak and
James Peak were named after James Cobabe
who was a sheepherder in the area in the early
1900s. From the upper parking lot, we followed
the maintenance trail to Cobabe Peak. We saw
a number of deer on the way. There is a skier’s
warming cabin on the summit. From Cobabe Peak,
James Peak is just 0.5 mile away. But the trail
to James Peak was very steep. The top of James
Peak was interesting. It has a weather station,
a geological survey, a skier’s monument and a
memorial craft for “Amy.” It was windy at the
summit. It was still before noon when we were
back to the upper parking lot. So we decided to

make one more peak – Peak 8880. We took a hike/
bike trail and a dirt road to Peak 8880. Peak 8880
has the top of a chair lift, a lodge and some other
facilities for the ski resort. Surprisingly, we found
a mailbox with the message “Congratulations!
You’ve found one of the five geocaches planted
in Weber County as part of the Visit Utah Geo
Tour!” We had lunch at Peak 8880. It became very
chilly. We walked on the paved road to go back to
the upper parking. This hike took approximately
4 hours and 30 minutes including breaks and
the time that we walked around to figure out
the direction to Cobabe Peak at the beginning
(distance – 8.09, total elevation gain – 2,476 ft).

Group photo at James Peak. From left – Stanley, John and Akiko

John and the skier’s monument at James Peak

John and Stanley descending from James Peak
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Group photo. From left – Heidi, Sharon, Akiko and Barb.

Heidi, Sharon and Barb ascending

Trip Report:
Hike – Mineral Fork
October 25, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
We had the first major snow for the season on the
day of this hike. Temperature dropped significantly
from the previous day. But when we started hiking
in snow from Mineral Fork Trailhead, we did not feel
it was cold. It was very beautiful. Snow was falling
on fall colors. The wet weather created amazing
waterfall near the trail. We hiked very close to the
end of the trail. But the snowfall became heavier.
We felt chilly. So we decided to turn around. It was
a wonderful day to go out to enjoy the beginning
of snow season. We did not see anyone else on the
trail. The hike took 4 hours and 45 minutes in total
including breaks (distance – 8.65 miles, elevation
gain – 3,348 ft).

Heidi, Barb and Sharon descending
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Group photo at the bump. From left – Andy, David, Akiko & Stanley.

We found a big cairn while descending on the ridge.

Trip Report:
Hike – Yellow Fork Canyon
October 31, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
The original plan was hiking to Butterfield Peaks
and bumps from Butterfield Canyon. The sign
at the mouth of the canyon says “BUTTERFIELD
CANYON WILL BE CLOSED NOV. 1 TO JUNE 1.” It was
already closed on Oct 31, however, Mac, Mark and
Evan were at the gate on the Tooele side while
Stanley, David, Andy and Akiko were at the gate on
the Herriman side. Mac, Mark and Evan did a short
hike near Silcox Canyon in Tooele (distance – 7.64
miles, elevation gain – 1,587 ft). The rest of us hiked
from Yellow Fork Canyon, the south of Butterfield
Canyon. We hiked in the north side of the fork and
passed near Yellow Fork Peak and Stockings Peak.
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The trail was not steep overall but there were a couple of steep
sections. Stanley and Andy climbing up on the steep section. The
bump that we made is in front of us.

After we made an interesting no name bump on the
county line, we continued west and bagged Minas
Morgul Tower (8,307 ft) and Orthanc Tower (8,198
ft). Butterfield Peaks were in front of us at the
towers. But we were not planning to do a long hike
and decided to go to Butterfield Peaks next year. We
hiked to the south side of the fork via Yellow Fork
High Point (7,322 ft) to go back to the trailhead and
made a loop. It was the first time for David, Andy
and Akiko to hike at Yellow Fork Canyon. It turned
out to be a wonderful hike. The Yellow Fork Canyon
hike took 5 hours and 15 minutes in total including
breaks (distance – 10.6 miles, total elevation gain –
3,126 ft).

Trip Report:
Hike – Willard Fin Peak
November 1, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
We hiked to Willard Fin Peak (6,579 ft) from near
Willard City Cemetery. For all of us, it was the first
time to hike in the area. When we were looking for
a proper parking place, we talked with two local
people. They said, “When you get to Willard Fin Peak,
it will be like Alaska.” We were very excited about
going to the peak. We at first followed a dirt road
and did a short bushwhacking to find the trail. The
trail went to the northeast and then turned to the
south. There were mines near the trail. The views
of Willard Bay, Willard Canyon and surrounding
mountains from the peak were amazing. It was a
little bit hard to see the fin from the peak because
we were too close to the fin. We tried a different
route to go back, crossed Facer Creek, and went too
far north. We bushwhacked to go down to the dirt

road. The weather was overall wonderful, though it
was windy and cloudy at the summit. We saw many
birds but did not see any other hikers during the
hike. This hike was short (3 hours and 45 minutes
in total including breaks, distance – 7.33 miles, total
elevation gain – 2,757 ft) but was very interesting
and offered stunning views.

Andy looking down Willard Canyon.

Group photo at Willard Fin Peak. From left – Stanley, Andy, Mark and Akiko.

Mark and Andy enjoying views on the way to the peak.
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Little Finland (L to R: Dennis, Matt)

Trip Report:
Gold Butte
November 3, 2020
Report by Dennis Goreham
Gold Butte National Monument is in a remote area
of southeast Nevada. We saw a few other dispersed
campers, but not a single person on any of the hikes.
There were a few cows, but even they were quite
infrequent.
Most of us drove south and set up camp on
Wednesday in a perfect spot at Whitney Pocket.
The gray and brown cliffs on the north side of camp
turned orange at sunset and white under the full
moon. We had a short cliff on the west that provided
afternoon shade that we could scramble up for
fantastic sunsets. The east and south were mostly
open for early sun. We were fortunate to have
perfect weather the entire time with day temps
around 80 and night temps about 50.

everyone arrived on Wednesday and some people
had to leave early, not everyone did every hike.
We had two people that had to cancel at the last
minute so we ended up with six of us. The group
included Jim Kucera, Barb Gardiner, Greg Clark, Matt
Goreham, Richie Schwarz and Dennis Goreham.

We then proceeded to hike 4 peaks and 4
petroglyph sites over the next 4 days. Because not

On Thursday we hiked the Monument’s high point,
Virgin Peak. It was 11 miles with 4100 feet elevation
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view north from Virgin Peak (L to R: Richie, Greg, Dennis, Barb) - that
is town of Mesquite in valley below.

contributing various side dishes.
Saturday first took us to the petroglyph site on
Mud Wash Road. We then went to Little Finland
where we wandered the sandstone hills, delicate
fins, and petroglyphs there. A short distance away
we started the hike into the Kohta Circus petroglyph
site. This was an amazing petroglyph panel
measuring about 4 feet high and 70 or 80 feet long.
Around the corner and up 60 feet is another really
nice panel. Then on to Devil’s Throat which is a hole
in the ground about 100 feet across and 200 feet
deep. We ended the day at the famous Falling Man
petroglyph site. Falling Man is pretty cool, but there
are many more petroglyphs in the area including
Newspaper Rock and one other amazing area in
the next gully over with many petroglyphs on three
parallel levels about 20 feet above each other.

Jumbo Peak (background) seen from top of “the Shark’s Tooth”
(L to R: Matt, Richie)

Sunday, November 1st was the first day of
standard time. That meant we started Moapa Peak
a little later than you would normally do a long
steep hot dry rocky hike. The couple hundred yards
of knife edge limestone ridge to the top was so
fun none of that mattered. From the top we had
fantastic views south across Gold Butte National
Monument, north to Mormon Mountain, east to the
Pine valley Mountains and beyond into Utah, and
west well past Mt. Charleston. We hiked down and
drove out the 9 miles of terrible road to the freeway
and Mesquite before heading home to the end of a
perfect trip.

Little Finland (L to R: Dennis, Greg, Matt)

gain. The trailhead was close to camp. Two miles or
gravel road and two miles of high clearance rough
road. The shortest drive of the trip. Fantastic views
in every direction. Made it back to camp pretty early
for happy hour and supper.
Friday was another near perfect day except for
one flat tire. We drove down to the south end of
the Monument and did Jumbo Peak; although,
only Jim and Richie were brave enough to do the
exposed granite of the summit block. We all did
the next-door Shark’s Tooth Peak with its fantastic
views of where the Colorado River dumps into Lake
Mead. Friday night’s supper was our one group
meal including dutch oven chicken and veggies by
Barb and Dennis made dutch oven ribs with others

exiting Little Finland (L to R: Greg, Matt, Dennis
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There were 30+ mountain goats at the summit of Loafer Mt. They
were running away when Akiko was approaching the summit.

Al and Sandra going up on the steep trail.

Trip Report:
Hike – Loafer Mountain
November 1, 2020
Organized, report & photos by Akiko Kamimura
Sandra, Al and Akiko started hiking from Loafer
Mountain Trailhead on Nebo Scenic Loop. The
original plan was going to Mahogany Ridge. However,
the trail that we wanted to take was closed. We
found another trail, which goes up and so followed
it. The trail was very steep, climbing up 2,000 ft in
one mile but was a short cut to the southwest ridge
of Loafer Mt. The trail did not look official – not on a
map/ GPS. But it was like a maintained trail at most
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Sandra and Al at their turn around place.

places. After hiking 2 hours and 20 minutes (2.9
miles), Sandra and Al turned around. Loafer Mt was
about 0.6 miles away from the place where they
turned around. I continued to Loafer Mt. There were
30+ mountain goats at the summit of Loafer Mt. I
slowly approached the summit so the goats would
not be scared. I went down on Loafer Mt Trail, which
is much longer but is not steep, to go back to the
trailhead. It was a beautiful day with nice weather.
There were not many people there. I saw only a
group of four hikers and three motor bikers near
the trailhead. The hike took 5 hours and 30 minutes
in total including breaks (distance – 9.29 miles,
elevation gain – 4,183 ft).

Know Before You Go is a free avalanche awareness program. Not much science, no
warnings to stay out of the mountains, no formulas to memorize. In 1 hour, you will see
the destructive power of avalanches, understand when and why they happen, and how
you can have fun in the mountains and avoid avalanches.

www.KBYG.org
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Trip Report:
Backpacking Yellowstone
September 12–16, 2020

Hiking cross-country Larry, Dianne, Michael — Pic by ZS

Article by Michael Budig & Zig Sondelski

fires, so there was some semblance of a campfire.

September in Yellowstone is always a treat as
temperatures are comfortable, bugs are thinned out
and fall colors are revving up. This year’s backpack
included Larry Hall, Zig Sondelski, Dianne Budig and
trip organizer Michael Budig doing a 40-mile loop.

The second day we followed Robinson Creek and
enjoyed the golden meadows, canyon walls and
cascading waterfalls, which provided a great lunch
spot. It was hard to find spots level enough to fit our
3 tents in the marked camp that night.

We started from the Bechler Ranger Station in the
southwest corner of the park with a short hike to
our first campsite on the West Boundary Trail. The
park is very dry and no backcountry campfires were
allowed. Generally, campfires are a welcome part of
a September Yellowstone backpack due to the short
days and cool temperatures (there was frost every
morning). The air was smokey from the western

The third day would be our most challenging as
we tried to follow the trail along the west boundary
of the park, which hasn’t been maintained for a
number of years. There are trails following most of
the boundaries of the park which the Park Rangers
patrol in the fall to monitor poaching. There is
less wildlife to poach in this area, so the Rangers
apparently do not patrol it anymore. A 5 mile
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Falls on Robinson Creek — Pic by ZS

section of trail no longer seems to exist. We ended
up trekking on forest service roads outside of the
park which meandered along the west boundary,
followed by a couple miles hiking cross-country.
Cross-country in Yellowstone is challenging as there
are downed trees, the terrain can be rough and
it is easy to get lost. Following the GAIA program
on Michael’s smartphone enabled us to track our
progress and make it to Buffalo Lake shortly before
dark. Our 6.5 mile day was more like 10 miles.
Buffalo Lake had a ranger station, but it is boarded
up and the outhouse had collapsed.
On the fourth day the trail passed right through
two thermal areas as we followed Boundary Creek

Exploring a hot spot Michael, Larry, Dianne — Pic by ZS

WMC 57

downstream. There were steam vents, mud pots
and small geysers, all a bit subdued, probably due
to the drought. When we reached our campsite, we
were pleasantly surprised to find a rocked off area
at the river which turned out to be a warm pool,
which we enjoyed before dinner.
The highlight of the trip was the fifth day at
Silver Scarf Falls (250’) and Dunanda Falls (150’).
Dunanda is more impressive as it is a single drop
while Silver Scarf is stair-stepped. Also, Dunanda
Falls has hot pools at the base, just a short hike
up the river from our campsite. Michael was able
to snag a campsite here by luck as it had been
reserved every night for the previous two months,
the high demand due to the hot springs. These pools
are one of the top two backcountry hot pools in the
Yellowstone backcountry for us. We enjoyed soaking
in the 4’ deep pools. Eventually, we had to head
back to our campsite for dinner and rest after an
unforgettable day.
Crossing Boundary Creek Larry, Dianne, Michael — Pic by ZS

Larry, Dianne and Michael headed out of the park
the sixth day while Zig remained for one more day
going through Bechler Meadows, beautiful in the
fall colors and probably a mosquito haven in the
summer. This trip was quite an adventure for us, in
some remote and seldom traveled country. We were
told we were only the second group this year to try
this loop route. Even so, it has some of the more
outstanding features the park has to offer.

Dunanda Falls hot spring Michael, Dianne Pic by ZS
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Dunanda Falls Pic by ZS
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB (WMC)
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(Do not use for renewals.)

Please read carefully and completely fill out both sides of the page. Print legibly, please.
I am applying for membership as: ______ Single

_____ Couple

Name: Applicant 1: ___________________________________ Birthdate*: ________________________
Name: Applicant 2: ___________________________________ Birthdate*: ________________________
Street: ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________
Applicant 1: Main phone: ______________________ Email address: ______________________________
Applicant 2: Main phone: ______________________ Email address: ______________________________
PRIVACY INFORMATION: The WMC defaults to listing your name, address, phone and email in a Member
Directory. This information is only available to current members, and to access it they must either log in to
the WMC website (www.wasatchmountainclub.org) or request a printed copy from the Membership Director.
YOU NEED TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION: To not have your address, phone, and/or email listed
in the Member Directory – if you don’t have computer access or need help contact the Membership Director,
otherwise on the WMC website use the MEMBERS > Privacy & Activity Preferences webpage.
Membership dues:
$40.00 for single membership (Annual dues $35.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee)
$55.00 for couple membership (Annual dues $50.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee)
$25.00 for student membership (Annual dues $20.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee)
Student members must be full-time student.
Enclosed is $____________ for application fee and first year’s dues. Check or money order only. Please
make checks payable to Wasatch Mountain Club.
How did you learn about the Wasatch Mountain Club: _______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
* Your birth date is only used to verify you are at least 18 years old and membership age statistics.
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB (WMC)

Applicant Agreement, Acknowledgement of Risk and Release from Liability
VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION: I acknowledge that my participation in all WMC activities is voluntary. No
one is forcing me to participate. I agree to abide by the rules of the WMC.
ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I am aware that WMC activities involve risks, and may result in injury, illness,
death, and damage to or loss of property. These dangers include but are not limited to: the hazards of
traveling in remote areas without medical services or care, the forces of nature, the inherent dangers
involved in participation in sports, wilderness travel, and social activities, and the negligent actions of other
persons or agencies. I understand that all activities should be considered exploratory, with the possibility of
unexpected conditions and route variations. The WMC is not, nor does it provide, a professional guide
service. In order to partake in the enjoyment and excitement of WMC activities, I am willing to accept the
risk and uncertainty involved as being an integral part of the activity. I acknowledge this risk, and assume
full responsibility for any and all risks of injury, illness, death, or damage to or loss of my property.
PREPARATION: I understand that it is my responsibility to evaluate the difficulties of any WMC activity I
participate in, and decide whether I am prepared by having the experience, skill, knowledge, equipment,
and the physical and emotional stamina to participate safely.
RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND PROMISE NOT TO SUE: I agree that I, my heirs, personal or legal
representatives hereby do release and hold harmless from all liability, and promise not to bring any suit or
claim against the WMC, its activity organizers, directors, agents or representatives for any injury, illness,
death or damage and loss of property resulting from my participation in any WMC activity even if they
negligently caused the injury or damage.
LEGAL FEES: Should it become necessary for the WMC, or someone on their behalf, to incur attorney
fees and costs to enforce this agreement, I agree to pay the WMC reasonable costs and fees thereby
expended, or for which liability is incurred.
INSURANCE: I understand that the WMC strongly recommends that I maintain insurance sufficient to
cover any injury, illness or property damage that I may incur while participating in WMC activities. In the
event of injury, illness or death related to any WMC activity, I recognize that I, or my estate, will bear the full
cost of my evacuation or recovery, and any related medical care that I may need. I acknowledge that the
WMC carries no insurance whatsoever for any participants in WMC activities.
SIGNATURE: My signature below indicates I have read this entire document, understand it completely,
understand it affects my legal rights, and agree to be bound by its terms. I certify I am at least 18 years old.
Signature 1________________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Signature 2________________________________________________ Date: _______________________
Mail completed application to:

Membership Director
Wasatch Mountain Club
1390 South 1100 East #103
Salt Lake City, UT 84105-2462

Leave blank for office use:
Check # ___________ Amount Received__________ Date _______________ By____________________________
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L I V E . S K I . R E P E A T.
In the early days, Black Diamond employee Alex Lowe brought an
infectious stoke to backcountry skiing. Lowe inspired his coworkers
to create equipment that could keep up with the hard-charging
skiers of the Wasatch. Today, we’re still bringing that same spirit of
ingenuity to the game. See you out there.
Wasatch Range, Utah

Andy Earl
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