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Organized by Julie Kilgore
Report and photos by Julie Kilgore / Steve Leitch

Another year, another great weekend on Antelope 
Island!  While many camped in the various 
campsites, several members made it day trip to 
enjoy one or more of the activities offered from 
Friday through Sunday.

For the folks who arrived on Friday, Julie organized a 
‘flattish’ hike early evening.  Julie’s guiding principle 
at every trail junction was to pick the trail that 
went up 
at every trail junction was to pick the trail that 

.  The hardy group ‘summited’ the bump 
that overlooked Bridger Bay campground.  This 

provided spectacular views of the great Salt Lake 
and surrounding mountains/geography.  On the 
descent, we were treated to a wonderful sunset.  
We finished with a campfire and shared great 
company and made plans for Saturday’s activities, 
which evolved to include two separate start times 
for the Frary peak hike (the early-birds and not-so-
early birds 
for the Frary peak hike (the early-birds and not-so-

).

On Saturday, the first group of hikers met at the 
trailhead and starting hiking around 8:45am.  The 
second  group started approx. an hour later.  It was 
a beautiful morning for a hike. As we reached the 
ridge, a few decided to hike the ridgeline to the 
summit while others stuck to the trail.  We met 
on the summit and enjoyed snacks/drinks and 
short break.  As it turned out, there was a young 
park ranger hiking and we engaged her on several 
questions regarding the wildlife on the island.  On 
the descent, we ran across the other group of WMC 
hikers as they were making their way to the peak, 
and others tucked away at a nice lunch spot after 
going as far as they wanted to go.  

Once everyone had returned from the hike, it was 
time for a bike ride!  Thanks to Cecil for organizing 
this ride, though it turned out to be cut short.  Dave 
Vance took a nasty tumble at the Buffalo Grill along 

Antelope Island Multi-Activity Weekend
October 1-3rd

Friday night hikers
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“swimmers beach.”  The fall broke a couple of parts 
on the carbonite bike, and scuffed Dave up pretty 
good.  

We commenced the Social gathering/party around 
3ish at our Social Director’s campsite (thank you 
Tonya Karren!)  There were plenty of appetizers 
(chips & salsa, cheese & crackers, potato chips, 
etc.…) to share.  We shared our stories from the 
Frary Peak hike and bike ride from earlier in the day.

While the water level in the lake was extremely 
low, four optimistic boaters decided to try and go 
for a paddle.  Driving out to the jetty, they checked 
out several possible points to access the lake.  

Unfortunately, due to the thick mud/muck, they 
decided to abandon the boating and return to camp.

A few of us drove to the south end of the island to 
check it out (the gate was open from Garr Ranch to 
the causeway).  It was a nice drive and several huge 
herds of bison were in this area.

Saturday ended with another warm campfire as 
folks once again enjoyed the cool fall temperatures 
and great company/comradery.

Sunday was another great day as some went for 
a hike on the island’s southern tip, Sharon Vinick 
led a mountain bike ride, others took a morning 
road bike ride.  There’s always something to do 
on Antelope Island!  Thanks again to Julie, Cecil, 
Tonya, and Sharon for organizing the weekend and 
activities!

Lookin’ for water (LtoR):  Frank, Cheryl, and Beth

New fence to keep wildlife on the Island

Dry Marina 

Dave took quite a tumble.  
Thank goodness for his helmet!

Julie leading the ride
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Sharon practicing her Yoga

David and Paula

They say there are no Antelope on Antelope 
Island, but tell the Pronghorn that!

On the way to Frary peak summit (LtoR):  
Cassie, Tonya, Steve, Paula, and Frank
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Organized, report & photos by Mark Maier, Paul Kikuchi 
& Akiko Kamimura

We bagged Lone Peak North Peak (10,561 ft.), one of the 
rarely climbed Wasatch 10k peaks, via Saw Mill Trail. For 
all of us, it was the first time to hike to the peak. We had 
three hikers (out of 10) who participated in a club hike 
for the first time. The first 4.5 miles were on the trail 
that is steep consistently. From the end of the trail, we 
climbed up on the south ridge to the false summit. This 
part was class 2 except the last short section (easy 
class 3). The final part to the true summit looked like 
a cliff. Alyssa and Amanda decided not to seek the true 
summit and waited at the false summit. The rest of 
us, Connor, Paul, Andy, Lawrence, Dan, David, Mark and 
Akiko, continued to the true summit. Most of us put on 
a helmet and a harness in case. David carried a rope. 
The final ascent was much better than we expected, 
though there were short exposed sections. The true 
summit did not have much space. So, we were unable 
to fit in one photo together.  
On the way back to the false 
summit, Mark set up a rope at 
an exposed section. We took 
a group photo at the false 
summit and sang a Happy 
Birthday Song for Andy. It was 
a beautiful day. Fall colors were 
stunning. We enjoyed chatting 
with each other so we stopped 
frequently and took a not-
fast pace. This hike took 10 
hours in total including breaks 
(distance 9.8 miles, elevation 
gain – 6,370 ft). 

Lone Peak North Peak Hike, Sept. 25th

At the false summit (LtoR):  Connor, Paul, Amanda, 
Andy, Alyssa, Lawrence, Dan, David, Mark and Akiko

On the summit (LtoR):  David, Mark, Connor, Akiko, Lawrence, and Paul

Descending from the true summit
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Organized by Michael Budig

Report by Ben Wake / Photos by Michael Budig & 
Dianna Knopp Dedrickson

Of all the adjectives to describe Michael Budig’s treks 
in Yellowstone over the last 40 years, “miraculous” 
might not come to mind, but it was certainly the 
case on this trip. Less than a week before we were 
to set foot on the trail, Michael discovered that 
the two most sought after and hardest to reserve 
campsites in the entire Yellowstone back country 
were available! At this late date getting one of those 
spots would have been mere wishful thinking, but 
to snag both campsites in the week we would 
be there was truly miraculous. This meant that 
three out of the six campsites would include the 
opportunity to marinate in hot springs, such as Mr. 
Bubbles and Dunanda Falls. We also learned at the 
last minute that fire restriction had been lifted on 
all but two of our campsites, and each campsite 
had a pit toilet and bear poles. This was turning out 
to be a trip of a lifetime and it truly exceeded our 
expectations. With the exception of one cloudy 
day, we had warm weather, no rain or snow and Fall 
colors at the peak of their glory. For seven days and 
50 miles we were immersed in a palette of electric 
reds, yellows and oranges with crystal clear rivers 
and streams punctuated by a bright blue sky.

Day 1: There was an initial camp on Thursday night, 
Sept 23 at the Colter Bay CG in the northern part of 
Teton National Park. The group consisted of Michael 
& Diane Budig, Larry Hall, Larry Alserda, Greg Clark, 
Constance Modrow and Ben Wake (this would be 
Ben’s first hike/backpack with the WMC). We left 
the campground around 8:00 AM and drove north 
to the Grassy Lake Road. After a bumpy and dusty ½ 

hour drive we arrived at the Grassy Lake TH and left 
our gear with Diane and Constance and continued 
another 4 miles to the Fish/Loon Lake TH. The deep 
pools on the one-lane road nearly swallowed Greg’s 
Honda CRV so we had to park about a mile short of 
the actual trailhead. We left 3 vehicles and headed 
back to the Grassy Lake trailhead. By noon we were 
finally on our way. After wading across the Falls 
River and an easy 6-mile trek to campsite 9U4, we 

Yellowstone NP Backpacking
Sept. 24th - October 1st
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set up camp and walked 1.8 miles to a spectacular 
view of Union Falls.

Day 2 Sat Sept 25 – Frost on our tents in the 
morning. Hiking by 9:00 AM, the day consisted of 
more river crossings along a beautiful 8.4-mile trek 
through massive meadows of wheat-colored grass. 
Due to beaver activity, the trail had been diverted. 
Unfortunately, the same pesky beaver decided that 
the new trail would be a perfect place for another 
new beaver water park which entirely flooded the 
trail, making it one of the more difficult water 
crossing on the trip. Campsite 9B1 on Boundary 
Creek was beautiful with a gorgeous sunset.

Day 3 Sun Sept 26 – Boundary Creek is a deep, 
meandering stream that is fortunately spanned by 
a narrow suspended bridge. After 4 miles of flat 
hiking, we plunged into the Bechler River Gorge. The 
Autumn colors were amazing! We stopped for lunch 
at Colonnade Falls which was soon followed by Iris 
Falls. This was the most beautiful part of the trip. 
After 6 miles of uphill hiking, we mercifully came 
to our campsite 9D1, the most coveted campsite in 
all the Yellowstone backcountry. Another ¾ miles 
found us enjoying a fantastic soak in “Mr. Bubbles”, 
the premier backcountry hot spring in the park. We 
also had a one-person “hot tub” next to our camp 
on the far side of the river. Tough day – but totally 
worth it!

Day 4 Mon Sept 27 – Today would only be a short 
5-mile downhill hike so we slept in. Michael, Diane 
and Larry Alserda went back for one more dip in Mr. 

Bubbles. Constance and Ben took turns soaking in 
the hot tub. After lunch we backtracked 5 miles to 
campsite 9B5 nestled in a kaleidoscope of colors at 
Colonnade Falls.

Day 5 Tues Sept 28 – Woke up to an overcast sky. 
We had heard from the park rangers that there was 
a chance of snow or rain. There was a cool south 
wind warning us of impending weather on our 7.3-
mile hike to campsite 9A3. Walking another 1/4 
mile upriver, we scrunched into a wonderful little 
hot spring at the base of magnificent Dunanda 
Falls. The clouds cleared before evening. Note: the 
pit toilet at this campsite was perched on the top 
of a hill that offered a great view of the Tetons.

Day 6 Wed Sept 28 – Another beautiful sunny day! 
Today would be an easy 10-mile hike and several 
river crossings, including the growing beaver dam, 
to campsite 9U1 at Mountain Ash Creek. This would 
be our last night together. Ben shared some cowboy 
poetry as we stayed up later than usual around a 
big fire.

Day 7 Thu Sept 30 – Woke up to a hard frost and 
a crisp sunny day. On the trail by 9:00 with an 
immediate crossing of Ash Creek. Some of our water 
shoes were frozen solid and there was ice in places 
on the stream. The 4.5-mile hike out would include 
three river crossings that morning. Greg Clark set 
a blistering pace and we made it to our vehicles in 
record time. By early afternoon we were slurping 
down burgers at Dornans, taking some final group 
pics and then heading our separate ways home.
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Grand Teton NP Car Camp, August 19-22nd

John, Gretchen, and Cassie at Hermitage Point, with 
Mt. Moran shrouded in the clouds in the background

June and Gretchen on the Garnet Canyon Trail 
towards the Grand Teton

Organizer: John Veranth
Report & Photos by Cassie Badowsky

We had a delightful trip! A number of folks dropped out at the last minute because of the forecast for 
rain.  However, rain was just what we needed! At this time, Utah was filled with smoke from all the big 
fires in the West; and everyone was desperate for clean air. As it turned out, there was enough rain each 
day to clear the sky, and then enough sunshine to have a very nice hike. It was the “perfect storm” that 
we needed for clean air & sunshine!

We hiked out to Hermitage Point (8 miles RT), with nice views over Colter Bay, then Jackson Lake, and 
then Mt Moran across the Lake. The next day, we hiked to a ridge overlooking Emma Matilda Lake, and 
then hiked the length of Two Ocean Lake, as no one had seen this part of the Park. The last morning, we 
were in the Park, we started at the Lupine Meadows Trailhead and hiked Garnet Canyon up towards the 
Grand Teton. We passed a number of hikers who had just come from Delta Lake, a significant destina-
tion for a day hike on the lower part of the mountain.

Did you know that GTNP is also a haven for birds?  As many of you are aware, Martha Veranth is a 
bird-watcher extraordinaire!  During our trip, Martha saw all these species:  Canada Goose, Trumpeter 
Swan, Mallard, Green-Winged Teal, Common Merganser, Ruffed Grouse, Eared Grebe, Spotted Sandpip-
er, Greater Yellowlegs, Common Loon, Double-Crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
Clark’s Nutcracker, Common Raven, Mountain Chickadee, Barn Swallow, Violet-Green Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Ruby-Crowned Kinglet, Red-Breasted Nuthatch, American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Dark-Eyed 
Junco, White-Crowned Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-Rumped Warbler, Wilson’s War-
bler!    It’s great to have a bird expert with you!

The Veranth’s had rented a cabin in the Colter Bay area; so, we had a nice warm, cozy place to gather 
and have dinner together. Martha surprised us with a shortbread pie, which was delicious!

This was a very pleasant trip -- a much needed break from the smoky dreariness of Utah.
Participants were John & Martha Veranth, Gretchen Siegler, June Wang, and Cassie Badowsky.
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Organized, report & photos by Cigi Owens 
& Akiko Kamimura

Black Bess Peak (10,479 ft) is located in 
the south east of Honeycomb Cliffs and 
the west of Twin Lakes Reservoir. While not 
many people pay attention to this peak, it 
is a real peak with a US geological survey 
marker. It was the first club activity for 
Jeremy who joined the club a week ago. 
For all of us, it was the first time to bag 
the peak. We started from the bottom of 
Milly Lift at Brighton Ski Resort and hiked 
to Twin Lakes first. Then we followed the 
trail that goes to the south ridge of Black 
Bess Peak. There is no trail to the peak 
on a map. But we found a trail all the way 
to the peak. We stopped frequently to 
chat. Jeremy had many questions about 
the surrounding mountains and club 
activities. It was a beautiful day though 
it was sometimes windy. Fall colors had 
started. We thought the cooler weather 
was nice after having the extremely hot 
summer. 

Black Bess Peak Hike - Sept.  19th

Trail above Twin Lakes

On the summit (LtoR):  Cigi, Al, Akiko, Sandra, and Jeremy
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Experience the 
Wasatch 

Mountain Club
KEEP ACTIVE, meet fellow outdoor enthusiasts, and 
choose activities ranging from Easy to Advanced and 
Local to National and International with adults from 
all over the Salt Lake City area.

Try Us Out / Become a Member

Attend a club activity listed in the Rambler or our 
website:  WasatchMountainClub.org.  If you 
like what you see or do, then join the club on-line or 
by mailing the application which can be downloaded 
from the website.

• 700+ ACTIVITIES PER YEAR.  All year ‘round.

• THE RAMBLER, WMC’s monthly publication has 
articles and scheduled activities.

• NOTIFICATIONS:  Opt-in to receive email alerts.

• EXCLUSIVE EVENTS, TRIPS, and DISCOUNTS on 
rentals, retail offerings, and trainings.

• HISTORIC LODGE EVENTS at the Wasatch Moun-
tain Club Lodge in Brighton.  5% of dues supports 
the WMC Lodge.

• 10% of MEMBER DUES support local conserva-
tion and trail maintenance.

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB
1390 SOUTH 1100 EAST, SUITE #103

SALT LAKE CITY, UT  84105-2462
801-463-9842    Email:  Info@WasatchMountainClub.org

100+100+ Years of Years of 
                      Adventures                      Adventures

 
Page 1 of 2                                                                                                                                                                                          Revised 7/17/2020 

WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB (WMC) 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

(Do not use for renewals.) 
 
Please read carefully and completely fill out both sides of the page.  Print legibly, please. 
 
I am applying for membership as:  ______ Single _____ Couple 
 
 
Name: Applicant 1: ___________________________________   Birthdate*: ________________________ 
 
 
Name: Applicant 2: ___________________________________   Birthdate*: ________________________ 
 
 
Street: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Applicant 1:  Main phone: ______________________ Email address: ______________________________ 
 
 
Applicant 2:  Main phone: ______________________ Email address: ______________________________ 
 
 
PRIVACY INFORMATION:  The WMC defaults to listing your name, address, phone and email in a Member 
Directory.  This information is only available to current members, and to access it they must either log in to 
the WMC website (www.wasatchmountainclub.org) or request a printed copy from the Membership Director. 
 
YOU NEED TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION:  To not have your address, phone, and/or email listed 
in the Member Directory – if you don’t have computer access or need help contact the Membership Director, 
otherwise on the WMC website use the MEMBERS > Privacy & Activity Preferences webpage. 
 
Membership dues: 
 $40.00 for single membership (Annual dues $35.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee) 
 $55.00 for couple membership (Annual dues $50.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee) 
 $25.00 for student membership (Annual dues $20.00 plus $5.00 paper application fee) 

Student members must be full-time student. 
 

Enclosed is $____________ for application fee and first year’s dues.  Check or money order only.  Please 
make checks payable to Wasatch Mountain Club. 
 
How did you learn about the Wasatch Mountain Club: _______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
* Your birth date is only used to verify you are at least 18 years old and membership age statistics. 
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Student members must be full-time student. 
 

Enclosed is $____________ for application fee and first year’s dues.  Check or money order only.  Please 
make checks payable to Wasatch Mountain Club. 
 
How did you learn about the Wasatch Mountain Club: _______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
* Your birth date is only used to verify you are at least 18 years old and membership age statistics. 
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB (WMC) 
Applicant Agreement, Acknowledgement of Risk and Release from Liability 

 
VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION:  I acknowledge that my participation in all WMC activities is voluntary.  No 
one is forcing me to participate.  I agree to abide by the rules of the WMC. 
 
ASSUMPTION OF RISK:  I am aware that WMC activities involve risks, and may result in injury, illness, 
death, and damage to or loss of property.  These dangers include but are not limited to:  the hazards of 
traveling in remote areas without medical services or care, the forces of nature, the inherent dangers 
involved in participation in sports, wilderness travel, and social activities, and the negligent actions of other 
persons or agencies.  I understand that all activities should be considered exploratory, with the possibility of 
unexpected conditions and route variations.  The WMC is not, nor does it provide, a professional guide 
service.  In order to partake in the enjoyment and excitement of WMC activities, I am willing to accept the 
risk and uncertainty involved as being an integral part of the activity.  I acknowledge this risk, and assume 
full responsibility for any and all risks of injury, illness, death, or damage to or loss of my property.  
 
PREPARATION:  I understand that it is my responsibility to evaluate the difficulties of any WMC activity I 
participate in, and decide whether I am prepared by having the experience, skill, knowledge, equipment, 
and the physical and emotional stamina to participate safely. 
 
RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND PROMISE NOT TO SUE:  I agree that I, my heirs, personal or legal 
representatives hereby do release and hold harmless from all liability, and promise not to bring any suit or 
claim against the WMC, its activity organizers, directors, agents or representatives for any injury, illness, 
death or damage and loss of property resulting from my participation in any WMC activity even if they 
negligently caused the injury or damage. 
 
LEGAL FEES:  Should it become necessary for the WMC, or someone on their behalf, to incur attorney 
fees and costs to enforce this agreement, I agree to pay the WMC reasonable costs and fees thereby 
expended, or for which liability is incurred. 
 
INSURANCE:  I understand that the WMC strongly recommends that I maintain insurance sufficient to 
cover any injury, illness or property damage that I may incur while participating in WMC activities.  In the 
event of injury, illness or death related to any WMC activity, I recognize that I, or my estate, will bear the full 
cost of my evacuation or recovery, and any related medical care that I may need.  I acknowledge that the 
WMC carries no insurance whatsoever for any participants in WMC activities. 
 
SIGNATURE:  My signature below indicates I have read this entire document, understand it completely, 
understand it affects my legal rights, and agree to be bound by its terms.  I certify I am at least 18 years old. 
 
 
Signature 1________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
 
Signature 2________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
Mail completed application to:  Membership Director 
      Wasatch Mountain Club 
      1390 South 1100 East   #103 
      Salt Lake City, UT 84105-2462 
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WASATCH MOUNTAIN CLUB (WMC) 
Applicant Agreement, Acknowledgement of Risk and Release from Liability 

 
VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION:  I acknowledge that my participation in all WMC activities is voluntary.  No 
one is forcing me to participate.  I agree to abide by the rules of the WMC. 
 
ASSUMPTION OF RISK:  I am aware that WMC activities involve risks, and may result in injury, illness, 
death, and damage to or loss of property.  These dangers include but are not limited to:  the hazards of 
traveling in remote areas without medical services or care, the forces of nature, the inherent dangers 
involved in participation in sports, wilderness travel, and social activities, and the negligent actions of other 
persons or agencies.  I understand that all activities should be considered exploratory, with the possibility of 
unexpected conditions and route variations.  The WMC is not, nor does it provide, a professional guide 
service.  In order to partake in the enjoyment and excitement of WMC activities, I am willing to accept the 
risk and uncertainty involved as being an integral part of the activity.  I acknowledge this risk, and assume 
full responsibility for any and all risks of injury, illness, death, or damage to or loss of my property.  
 
PREPARATION:  I understand that it is my responsibility to evaluate the difficulties of any WMC activity I 
participate in, and decide whether I am prepared by having the experience, skill, knowledge, equipment, 
and the physical and emotional stamina to participate safely. 
 
RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND PROMISE NOT TO SUE:  I agree that I, my heirs, personal or legal 
representatives hereby do release and hold harmless from all liability, and promise not to bring any suit or 
claim against the WMC, its activity organizers, directors, agents or representatives for any injury, illness, 
death or damage and loss of property resulting from my participation in any WMC activity even if they 
negligently caused the injury or damage. 
 
LEGAL FEES:  Should it become necessary for the WMC, or someone on their behalf, to incur attorney 
fees and costs to enforce this agreement, I agree to pay the WMC reasonable costs and fees thereby 
expended, or for which liability is incurred. 
 
INSURANCE:  I understand that the WMC strongly recommends that I maintain insurance sufficient to 
cover any injury, illness or property damage that I may incur while participating in WMC activities.  In the 
event of injury, illness or death related to any WMC activity, I recognize that I, or my estate, will bear the full 
cost of my evacuation or recovery, and any related medical care that I may need.  I acknowledge that the 
WMC carries no insurance whatsoever for any participants in WMC activities. 
 
SIGNATURE:  My signature below indicates I have read this entire document, understand it completely, 
understand it affects my legal rights, and agree to be bound by its terms.  I certify I am at least 18 years old. 
 
 
Signature 1________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
 
Signature 2________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
Mail completed application to:  Membership Director 
      Wasatch Mountain Club 
      1390 South 1100 East   #103 
      Salt Lake City, UT 84105-2462 

A Great Reminder....A Great Reminder....
During our recent Monday (9/13) evening hike on the Lupine Loop trail, we came across 
several painted stones commemorating the events of 9/11.  Stone after stone, they told the 
story of that horrific day.  A few of these painted stones are shown here.  So many loved 
ones and friends lost.  The tremendous bravery of the 1st responders, police, and fireman who 
selflessly worked to save as many lives as possible.  It was a great reminder that freedom is 
not free.

 -Steve Leitch
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